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DEDICATION. 



To the Right Honourable Lord Stanley, M.P., 

Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the 

Colonies^ 

4'C. SfC. S^c. 

My Lord, 

Having received a kind permission to dedicate 
this work to your Lordship, on the express condition 
that you were not to be regarded as sanctioning any 
views or opinions which it contains, I now respect- 
fully submit the reasons which have made me 
desirous of bringing out this compilation under the 
notice of a Minister of the Crown. 

The systematic Colonization of British North 
America was commenced under the first Monarch 
of the House of Stuart, who proposed to make it 
" a royal work of his own." The proceedings, how- 
ever, for that great end, by which he hoped for 
ever ** to promote the opulence, prosperity, and 
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peace of the Motha* Connrry and r2ie Ccuzcy.'* were 
suspended by thoje meianchcly e^^eis vLica dark- 
ened the terniiiiarioa of Lis scccessor's refza ; and 
although, since that p^od. CokiriTrrfcg has pro- 
ceeded with more or le^ actrriiy. aad nerer been 
wholly interropied, yet h is ocly wiihin tLc last 
qnarter of a centniy that it has become a consi- 
deration of general interest to the Le^slature and 
People of this country. 

In the present day, your Lordship is clearly 
designated, — no less by official position than by per- 
sonal experience, Tigour of intellect, and purity of 
purpose, — as the person best qualined to promote and 
reduce into a system the principles of Colonization. 
If, therefore, I can throw any new light upon this 
great subject, or rerire any neglected truths that 
bear upon it, and, haying done so, can succeed in 
engaging the attention of your Lordship, I feel that 
my labour will not be altogether useless. 

The British American Association was organized 
in 1841 and 1842, to give practical effect to the views 
and efforts of all, on both sides of the Atlantic, who 
consider systematic Emigration and Colonization to 
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be the most efficacious mode of extending the indus- 
try, increasing the wealth, and preserving the inte- 
grity, of the Empire. It sunk, however, beneath a 
series of casualties no less extraneous than deplor- 
able ; and I hare felt it to be my duty, both on 
public and private grounds, to compile this volume, 
hoping that it may prove instrumental in the 
organizing of some public Association for the same 
great national ends. 

Under the circumstances of extreme hardship set 
forth in a Petition recently presented to the House 
of Commons on behalf of the Executive Officers of 
the late British American Association, and now more 
amply detailed in this publication, allow me to ex- 
press my earnest hope, that your Lordship will deem 
it your duty to extend, on behalf of the Government, 
that encouragement and aid which would inspire 
confidence in an undertaking much more likely to 
promote public than private good, and therefore the 
more entitled to the fostering care of Her Majesty's 
Ministers and the Imperial Parliament, 

I might, my Lord, dwell upon the severe losses 
which I myself have sustained in this cause, and the 
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efforts which I hare dcToted to its adTancement, as 
an apology for an apx>eal to your Lordship's patriot- 
ism in this matter : but that I mav induce tout Lord- 
ship to adopt a course of policy which would render 
your tenure of office alike monorable for the wisdom 
by which it was marked, and the Colonial, as well as 
national prosperity which flowed from it, I need 
only refer you to the concurrent opinions of the 
many enlightened witnesses in faTOur of the syste- 
matic Colonization of our North American posses- 
sions, both in this country and in Canada, whose 
testimony for the first time is brought together in 
the following pages. 

I have the honour to remain. 
My Lord, 
With the highest respect. 

Your most obedient servant, 

THOi>US ROLPH. 

Sheffbrdf BedfordihirCy 
June 1, 1844. 
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EMIGEATION AND COLONIZATION, 



The subject of systematic Emigration and Colonization having 
been brought last Session under the solemn attention of the 
First Minister of the Crown, by no less an influential body than 
1,700 of the leading merchants, bankers, ship-owners, and 
others of the City of London, I need offer no apology, after 
devoting six years' deep and unremitting attention to this vital 
and interesting subject, for bringing my views upon it under 
public notice. 

The Colonies of British North America with which I have 
been more immediately connected, are the nearest, most exten- 
sive, valuable, and important of our colonial possessions. They 
stretch through fifty degrees of longitude, and contain nu- 
merous and capacious harbours, extensive fisheries, a fertile 
soil, and a salubrious climate. Abundantly supplied, at the 
very verge of the ocean, with large fields of coal, and various 
mineral productions, — they display in their varied aspect, moun- 
tain, forest, and plain. They embosom several inland seas, in- 
tersected by noble and navigable rivers, innumerable streams 
possessing vast hydraulic powers, and great maritime capa- 
bilities. But the vast natural resources of this majestic out- 
lying province of the British Empire is even subordinate to the 
features which it presents when politically and commercially 
considered. From position and circumstances, it forms that 
portion of our dominions which must ever be the arx et dorni- 
cilium of British Colonial power and enterprise. A vent to excess 
of population at home — a barrier against republican aggression 
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abroad— it presents a boundless outlet for centuries for our 
manufacturing productions ; and contains more abundantly the 
elements for tmdertaking and pursuing an extensive and pro- 
fitable colonization, than any portion of the globe belonging to 
the British Crown. 

When the Lieutenant-GoTemor of Upper Canada met the 
provincial parliament in 1834, after congratulating it on the 
great prosperity of the Colony, he announced the gratifying fact 
that its population had doubled during the preceding eight 
years. Tliis unexampled, but gratifying progress, was, however, 
to receive a check. 

1837. During the month of December, 1837, being resident 
in Upper Canada, then without a British soldier within its 
limits, I was called, in common with my other fellow-subjects, 
from my home, to assist in suppressing a rebellion which had 
then burst out. The political excitement which had preceded 
this outbreak, and the commotion consequent on it, caused tlie 
vigorous and perennial immigration to Canada to decline during 
the following year to the number of 3,266. 

1838. During this year, the provinces were exposed, both 
in summer and winter, to a series of violent assaults and aggres- 
sions from large and well-organized bands of marauders from 
the United States ; and such was the despondency and depres- 
sion caused by these disheartening scenes, that lands were 
unsaleable, trade and commerce languished, the plough was 
at a stand, and the fertile provinces of Canada appeared, as 
Sir F. Head declared, " drooping like a girdled tree." Even 
in this gloom, the Irish settlers in Canada met and passed 
an Address to the Queen on the 4th of April. In this docu- 
ment, which was unanimously adopted, amongst much gra- 
tifying display of loyal and cordial unanimity, they say, " We 
most humbly thank your Majesty for the determination ex- 
pressed by your Majesty's ministers in parliament to protect 
and defend the loyal inhabitants in Canada in the possession of 
the many blessings they enjoy in this part of your Majesty's 
dominions. In this determination we see a new commence- 
ment of prosperity, an impregnable defence from anarchy. 
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and a prospect of permanency to our institutions, which will 
not only restore confidence in these provinces, but will induce 
thousands of your Majesty's subjects to come amongst us, and 
partake of the rewards to industry and enterprise to which 
they are invited by our fertile but thinly populated country, 
and its extensive but untried resources. It renews in our 
minds the hope of yet seeing here millions of your Majesty's 
subjects, many of them from our native land, living in free- 
dom, peace, and plenty, under the protection of the British 
Empire and your Majesty's mild and beneficent sway." 

At the latter end of 1838, the province required the defence 
of its inhabitants at every assailable point, and I was placed 
on the shores of Lake Erie, under the command of a most gal- 
lant oflScer, and highly esteemed friend, Colonel O'Connell 
J. Baldwin. The call made by Sir G. Arthur for the military 
organization and enrolment of the people, had been so cheer- 
fully and universally responded to, that the invasions into 
Canada soon ceased ; and whilst on my duty, the remedy for 
this state of things was so perpetually discussed, that on the 
6th of March, 1839, being then at Port Colborne, I addressed a 
public letter to a member of the Canadian House of Assembly, 
A. Manahan, Esq., on the subject of Emigration. In that 
letter I expressed myself as follows : — '* My present duties 
prevented me from paying you a visit at Toronto, as I could 
have wished, but knowing how warmly interested you are in 
the promotion of British Emigration, I take up my pen again 
to address you on that all important subject. From the mo- 
ment British Emigration was diverted from Canada, by the 
agitation of those wretches who have since plunged the country 
into confusion, by stirring up rebellion and foreign invasion, 
I have not hesitated to urge, unceasingly, the incumbent duty 
of promoting Emigration, by every means in our power, both as 
a certain means of enriching Canada, as also of adding greatly 
to its defence. It is certain that these views were, and are still, 
warmly cherished by five-sixths of the present House of Assem- 
bly, but have been prevented from being acted upon by a com- 
bination and variety of circumstances over which they could 

B 2 
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ba^e no controL Bat as tlie future wel&re of the coLqiit is so 
easentiall J inTolTed in this question^ delay faecames more and 
more injnrioos; and it is self-evident that neither fnprml nor 
labour will again come to ns irom Great Britain, nndl the 
people at home Become thorooghlT acqnainted with the state, 
eonditiOD, prospects, and capabilities of this prorince. The 
landholders of Great Britain are men on whom impressions can 
be made. Th^ will listen to information^ and hearken to anj 
appeal ; so also will the great bulk of the British population, 
who now feel warmly interested and greatly excited on the 
subject of Canada. Our gracious Sovereign, Queen Victoria, 
calls upon the Imperial Parliament, recommending the state 
of the Canadas to their serious consideration, and thus ex- 
presses herself: — *' I rely upon you to support my determina- 
tion to maintain the anthoritv of mv Crown, and I trust that 
yonr wisdom will adopt such measures as will secure to those 
parts of my empire the benefit <^ internal tranquillity, and the 
full adrantages of their own great natural resources.** ' After 
expatiating at some length on the subject, adducing the state- 
ments of all the governors of Canada in defence of my views, 
I concluded in the folio winor terms : — ^'^ Althoua:h the elements 
of the political horizon are still dark and troubled. Emigration 
would be one of the most powerful counteracting engines to 
prevent further attempts at encroachment on our soil, or the 
dismemberment of the empire. At no time would the people 
lend so willino: an ear to anvthins: connected with the Canadas, 
as now. The Earl of Durham advises Emigration — every go- 
yemor that we have had recommends Emigration — our beloved 
Sovereign calls on her people to aid her in adopting such mea- 
sures, as will ensure to these provinces *thk full advan- 
tages OF THEIR own GREAT NATURAL RESOURCES/ Shall we 

not make an effort permanently to establish this, a truly British 
province, by a further infusion of British settlers, ' so that the 
reign of oar lovely and youthful Queen, beaming with all her 
ancestral glory, shall burst forth and shine with more splendour 
and beauty by contrast with the dark cloud from which it will 
have emerged ; not like the meteor, flashing upon the gloomy 
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heavens only to reveal to us the darkness, and bewilder us 
with its erratic glare, but like the more glorious luminary 
rising in the morning, tinging the mountain-heights with bril- 
liancy and light, illuminating every hill and valley in our land, 
and smiling again over a happy, united, contented, loyal, and 
thriving people/ " 

1839. My duties on the frontier ceasing in May, I shortly 
afterwards received a letter from my late beloved and most 
respected friend. Bishop Macdonell, urging me to accompany 
him to Britain ; and being further prompted by his generous 
aid, I did not hesitate one moment in crossing the Atlantic with 
him. Alas ! for the welfare of his adopted country, and the 
improvement of his native one, it was but to leave his venerable 
remains in the land that gave him birth. After travelling 
through the provinces together, we embarked at Quebec, accom- 
panied by a concourse of people who had assembled to witness 
our departure, and say. Farewell. We weighed anchor on the 
23rd of June, and reached the Mersey on the 1st of August. 

If Canada had to deplore the cessation of immigration from 
troubles within her borders, she had also to contend with hos- 
tility of another kind, equally injurious, and at that time, too 
common — the circulation, in the United Kingdom, of the most 
unwarrantable misstatements respecting her resources and capa- 
bilities. A pamphlet of this kind, soon after my arrival, from 
the pen of Mr. T. L. Hunt, was issued to the public. I lost 
not a moment in replying to it, although it prevented me from 
leaving London with Bishop Macdonell, who had then started 
for Scotland, to visit the very spot from whence he had pro- 
ceeded forty years before, at the head of a body of the clan 
Macdonell, to plant those sturdy and invaluable Highlanders in 
the unpeopled forests of Canada. At that period the bishop 
encountered the most formidable opposition from all classes in 
the state ; and it was a source of great delight to the venerable 
prelate, then at the close of his long and useful career, to review 
the exertions which he had made, and the signal victory with 
which they were crowned, by the conversion of a suffering 
and famishing population into a body of free and independent 
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landowners in the county of Glengarry in Canada. The same 
Christian patriotism and philanthropy which had nrged him 
before, prompted him again ; and accordingly he wrote to me, 
requesting that I would postpone every other matter, and join 
him, without delay, at the great agricultural meeting then to 
be held at Inverness. I accordingly did so ; and hearing firom 
every quarter that the distress existing in Scotland was greater 
and more ramified than when Bishop Macdonell had first 
encouraged Emigration to Canada, I was nrged by him to 
address a public letter to His Grace the Duke of Richmond, 
then President of the Highland and Agricultural Society of 
Scotland ; and on October 4th, I forwarded a very lengthened 
communication to that nobleman, which appeared at that Ume 
in all the principal newspapers in Scotland. In that letter, I 
drew a true but deplorable picture of the destitute condition 
of a large body of the inhabitants of the Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland, many of whom were, at that time, restricted to one 
miserable meal in the twenty-four hours ; and pointed to Emi- 
gration to Canada as a sure and speedy way to independence 
and happiness. I told his Grace that there was no mode in 
which a nobleman of his rank and influence could so eiSectually 
serve his country as in promoting Emigration. By a generous 
act of this nature, his Grace would scatter no dragons' teeth, 
to spring up hereafter into armed men, but would elevate a 
wretched peasantry into a happy yeomanry, diffusing the bless- 
ings of genuine charity to a deserving people, who would add 
to the stability and maintain the integrity of the empire. I 
reminded his Grace, that national prosperity and honour; that 
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures; that the employ- 
ment and the food of man ; that the elements of wealth and 
independence; were bound up in the question of Emigration. 
The power to set Emigration in motion was in the hands of 
British landlords, and if they exerted it effectually, their eiSbrts 
must be speedily triumphant, and they would have the proud 
satisfaction of conferring a vast benefit on the people of whom 
they were the natural and legitimate guardians, as well as on 
the great colony that was most anxious to receive them. In 
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ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, the industrious and frugal 
labourer would become a freeholder and a capitalist in the 
colonies ; and two-thirds of the freeholders of Upper Canada, 
originally possessed no other capital than the axe. As it was, 
in less than half a century, nearly two millions of acres had 
been rescued from the wilderness, and were in the highest state 
of cultivation. Lord Seaton, a name gratefully embalmed in 
the hearts of every British subject in Canada, had assured me, 
that these provinces could profitably receive and employ a 
hundred thousand emigrants annually for the next ten years. 
I concluded as follows : — " In the soil of Upper Canada, my 
Lord Duke, lies the germ of future national greatness and pros- 
perity, and it wants but that the value of her natural resources 
should be properly appreciated, so that they may be used with 
success to provide in the country productive labour sufficient to 
employ nearly a thousand times the number of its present 
population. How much such a state of things would add to 
individual prosperity, and the revenue of the country, may be 
imagined. It is true that the able-bodied emigrant has been 
but too frequently bereft of means to enable him to proceed 
from the old and closely packed country to the comparatively 
empty land he would adopt, and to which he would cheerfully 
wend his way: but selfish indeed, my Lord Duke, must be the 
wealthy proprietors of the soil and the rich inhabitants of 
the parent state, — ^bliud must be the government and the 
legislature, — dull must be the prophetic spirit of all, — reckless 
must be the proper and legally-constituted guardians of the 
poor, and in Scotland their natural guardians, — if the funds 
which are ever at hand to gratify ostentation, cannot also 
be supplied to give assistance to the industrious poor, to 
enable them to remove to a new and ample stage, where they 
will be enabled to act, and to reap the profits and honour of 
their exertions. Many patriotic and distinguished individuals 
have manifested great, laudable, and the most humane interest, 
in this important subject ; and I now fearlessly and publicly 
invite your Grace, as a peer of high and noble lineage, deeply 
alive to the national honour, warmly interested for the people, 
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untrammelled by party influence, — and, as yott stated from the 
chair nt the recent meeting, a warm friend to the laboimng 
classes, — to lend the aid and co-operation of your name and in- 
fluence to rescue from destruction a large and interesting portion 
of Her Majesty's subjects, by enabling them to transplant them- 
selres to a colony, where they will become indhidoally and 
generally happy, and add much to the stability, security, and 
integrity of this mighty empire. 

' bo many are 
The su&fiiigs which no human aid can reach. 
It needs must be a duty doubiy sweet 
To Iieai the few we can.' " 

Leaving Tnyerness, after having discussed with many leading 
members of the Highland Society the object of my visit to the 
United Kingdom, I proceeded on to Glasgow, and had the 
pleasure, en route, to form the valuable acquaintances of Sir 
John Orde, Bart., Kilmorey; Mr. Malcolm, of Poltalloch; 
and Mr. Stewart, of Baillhidish. On my arrival in Glasgow, 
I was visited by many of the leading merchants of that noble 
city, and the following requisition was sent, within a few days, 
to the Lord Provost : 

" To the Honourable Henry Dunlop, Lord Provost of the City 

of Glasgow. 
** Mt Lord, — In furtherance of the resolutions adopted by 
the House of Assembly in Upper Canada, in 1836, viz : — * That 
persons be sent to Great Britain, whose business it should be to 
endeavour to remove the erroneous impressions there enter- 
tained, in order that Emigration and capital might flow into the 
province as heretofore;' and which resolution, owing to the 
unsettled state of the country, caused by repeated and formid- 
able invasions from the United States, it has been impossible, 
until the present period, to carry into effect ; and as one of the 
gentlemen, then contemplated by the legislature, viz. Dr. Thos. 
Rolph, of Ancaster, in company with the Bishop of Kingston, 
is now in this city, and for that express object, as well as to 
advocate the firm maintenance of our Colonial empire ; and as 
they have both been in communication with some of the High- 
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land proprietors on the subject, we, the undersigned, request 
that your Lordship will call a public meeting as soon as 
possible, and that those gentlemen be invited to lay before it 
the state and condition of Canada, and the importance of a 
systematic colonization of it, from Great Britain and Ireland* 
with a view of strengthening that province against the designs 
of hostile neighbours, and as a means of preserving inviolate 
and entire our Colonial possessions in British North America, 
which if lost, must necessarily be followed by those of our 
other valuable dominions in the western hemisphere. 

We are, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's obedient servants, 

" Pollock, Gilmour, & Co. Stirling, Gordon, & Co. 

James Ewing ic Co. A. G. Kidston, 

Gilkison and Brown, Henry Monteith & Co. 

R. Monteith, Carstairs, Richard Kidston, 

J. & G. Pattison Sc Co. John Urie, 

Bell, Bogle, & Co. R. Rodger & Co. 

Thos. Buchanan, Jr. Peter Buchanan & Co." 
James Pinkerton, Sen. 

" In compliance with the above requisition, and for the 
purpose therein stated, I hereby call a Public Meeting of the 
bankers, merchants, manufacturers, and shipowners, of this 
City, to be held in the Town Hall, on Friday, the 18th current, 
at one o'clock. 

" Henry Dttnlop, Provost. 

" N.B. — ^The chair will be taken by the Honourable the 
Lord Provost at one o'clock precisely." 

The meeting thus convened was very numerously attended ; 
the Lord Provost took the chair ; and before addressing the 
meeting, I read a letter from Dr. Macdonell, the Bishop of 
Kingston, expressive of his regret at being unable to attend. 

Having thanked the Lord Provost for calling together a 
body of such wealth, intelligence, enterprise, and importance, 
as the bankers, merchants, ship-owners^ and manufacturers of 
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that great and flourishing city, to receive from me an account of 
Canada, and the imperious necessity which exists for a syste- 
matic colonization of it, I proceeded to state, that that vast 
and fertile region had been heretofore so much a terra incognita 
to the great majority of the people of the United Kingdom, 
that it was btit little wonder a profound ignorance of almost 
everything relating to its internal condition and affairs generally 
should have prevailed in the mother country, at a period when, 
above all others, a correct and comprehensive knowledge of 
them was most necessary and desirable. Wliatever might be 
the degree of interest positively felt for this remote colony, the 
manifestation of that interest was exclusively confined to those 
who were immediately connected, or had dealings with it. The 
many remembered it merely as the frequent battle-ground of 
hostile tribes of Indians, and of France and England, finally 
commemorated by Wolfe's exploits, or thought of witli a 
shuddering at the descriptions g^ven of its teiiific winters; they 
pictured it to themselves as a desolate and dreary region, scarce 
fitted for the abode of man, and tbougli inhabited, yet by a race 
withal as rude and inhos2)itable as its climate. On the other 
hand, the few were conscious, that if the winters were inclement, 
and monopolized a good portion of the year, there were furs 
and fuel in abundance to modify their rigour; that if the 
country were desolate and dreary, it was susceptible of a very 
high degree of cultivation, and possessed immense natural 
resources, requiring but developemeut ; and lastly, that if its 
inhabitants were such as they were supposed or represented, the 
amelioration of their condition was readily to be effected by the 
gradual extension of their social relations with the mother 
country, the introduction of capital, and the promotion of 
Emigration. 

After dwelling at great length, and denouncing those de- 
basing and treasonable sentiments which had been expressed in 
England relative to the abandonment of the Colonies, I pro- 
ceeded to prove, by a vast host of American authorities, the 
unquenchable desire felt by the citizens of the United States to 
seize the British possessions in North America, and annex them 



AND COLONIZATION. 11 

to their own ; and I concluded that portion of my address in 
the following terms: — ^** Before I proceed, my Lord Provost, to 
speak of the means necessary to ensure the permanent pacifica- 
tion, improvement, and happiness of Canada, I must again 
revert to that pernicious idea relative to the abandonment of 
the Colonies. I say boldly. Great Britain cannot do it. We 
who have settled in that province, hold the preservation of 
British liberty as inalienably our right, as if we lived in Glasgow 
or in London ; and look with contempt on that description of 
political economists, who talk as coolly of the dismemberment of 
the empire, as if it were a circumstance as equally unimportant 
as the adjustment of a balance or the cast of a die. There is 
no more evident sign of decay of that national feeling which 
was once our boast, than the fact, that by a certain body the 
retention or abandonment of the North American Colonies is 
seldom regarded as any other than a question of mere expediency 
—-one, the merits of which are to be tried by the rule of three. 
The honour of the BritLsh nation is pledged to every one who 
has adopted those countries as his own, that that home of his 
adoption shall not be * lost or given away.' There is the same 
virtual compact subsisting between the British Government and 
the people of Canada, as between it and the people of England, 
and it has no more right to make merchandize of Canada to the 
Americans, without the consent of its people, than it has to sell 
or cede England to the Czar of Russia. We hold our title as 
British subjects by no doubtful charter ; no conventional 
treaty with another party can annul or modify it, — no daysman 
can come between us and that crown to which our allegiance 
belongs. The altar of British freedom which has been erected 
in Canada may indeed be levelled in the dust ; but the dead 
bodies of lialf a million of Britons who will have scorned to 
participate in the dishonour brought on tlie name, will be the 
mound to mark where that altar stood. — But the national faith 
is not to be held as lightly as a * dicer's oath ;' and once more 
I repeat. Great Britain cannot afford to repudiate us, and dares 
not incur the guilt — even if expediency required the sacrifice." 
I expatiated fully on the gi*eat and increasing value of our 
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owe a vast debt of gratitude, since by the foresight, judgment^ 
and skill displayed by that able and experienced officer — ^his 
timely measures of precaution, his right direction of the ener- 
gies of the people, and his subsequent unshrinking performance 
of a painful but imperious duty, whereby many of the evils 
wherewith the entire country was threatened were averted, and 
confidence and tranquillity restored, — informed Bishop Mac- 
donell and myself, that he could receive one hundred thousand 
emigrants from the United Kingdom annually, for the next ten 
years to come.** In corroboration I also cited the authority of 
Sir George Arthur to the same effect, and concluded thus : — 
'' The Highland proprietors, suffering from great redundancy 
of population, and inadequate means for their subsistence, are 
willing to spare us some of their faithful, and, to us, invaluable, 
settlers. I have the authority of the Rev. Dr. M'Leod, a name 
revered by the Highlanders in Canada, as it is deservedly here, 
that the people desire to go to Canada, and that they prefer it 
to any other colony : the British Government are then bound to 
give efiect to their own principles, sentiments, and views. 
They tell us they are convinced of its necessity. You have now 
a right to demand of them, where is the obstacle ? Every one 
who wishes well to the Colonies and the empire, should unite to 
establish a systematic British Colonization to Canada. It is the 
sine qua non without which every legislative measure would be 
unproductive of great benefit. We call on you for your co-ope- 
ration. Shall we forbid the wilderness to blossom like the 
rose? Shall we forbid the trees of the forest to fall before the 
axe of industry, and rise again transformed into the habitations 
of ease and elegance ? Shall we doom an immense region to 
perpetual desolation, that might resound with the voice of 
human gladness? Shall that mighty arm of this vast empire, 
with its exhaustless soil, which a beneficent God has destined 
to support innumerable multitudes, be condemned to everlast- 
ing barrenness, whilst within a day*s journey of you thousands 
and thousands of your fellow subjects, good, orderly, valuable 
people, are restricted to one meal a day, and not even certain 
that that will be ensured them? A systematic British Emigra- 
tion is equally desirable in a national, philanthropic, and 
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two Roman Catholic Bishops from America, Bishop Purcell, 
from Cincinnati, and Bishop Clancey, from Charleston, had 
been carrying on a bitter controversy, as to which country Irish 
emigrants should proceed to ; the former highly commending 
the United States, the latter seriously warning them against 
that republic, and recommending most warmly tlie British 
American provinces. In the dilemma in wliich the Irish 
bishops were placed by these unseemly contradictions, I was 
invited to a conference with the bishops, at the house of that 
venerable and respected prelate, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Crotty, at 
Cove, and proceeded with my friend. Bishop Macdonell, thither 
for that purpose. A day was devoted to this discussion: the 
matter was fully, fairly, and keenly discussed. 

I had fortified myself with an abundance of documentary 
and other evidence to show the state of Irish immigrant settlers 
in Canada. From Valcartier to Sandwich, I showed to the 
venerable prelates, that wherever Irishmen had settled down, 
— there were exceptions, of course, in all cases, — they had pro* 
vided themselves with a peaceful, comfortable home, and by 
their conduct had not only benefited themselves and their 
posterity, but were materially adding to the strength and 
wealth of the country, in whose defence, indeed, — in the hour 
of danger, — they had proved their loyalty by taking up arms 
and rushing as one man to the point where invasion or rebellion 
was threatened. Such was the state in which Irishmen were 
placed in Canada ; not, as was represented, ready to fly from it 
at the first opportunity, and seek a more congenial soil, — 
for they had found the means of maintaining themselves and 
families in comparative comfort ; and their conduct showed that 
they were not likely to be deprived of the advantages they had 
obtained by industry, frugality, and honesty. At the close of 
the discussion, the bishops delivered their opinions seriatim; 
and it was a source of great delight to me, that those opinions 
were unanimously in favour of Emigration to British North 
America ; and what was equally gratifying, there appeared to 
be a determination on the part of those prelates to encourage 
it by all the means in their power. Since that period, the 
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hostile feeling towards Canada grsduaRj diminislied, and, 
under the inflo^ice of trutii, prop«iy dissoninatefi, is now 
fapidly disappearing. 

I remmed from Cork to London, to proceed to Petwxjrti to 
meet the Teomanrr of Soasex, at the andlt dinner at Colond 
Wjndliain's. This meecina^ was highly in to j estlu g on two 
aeeonnts : the chair was £IIed hj ^^Ir. ^lorraj, the uncle to d[ie 
mavor of Toronto, who was the instnrmFntr onder Providence, 
of «arin^ that city from the rebels in December, 1*37 ; and 
the presence of the Rer. Mr. Sockett, the Rector of Petworth, 
who had done more than an^ one indiyidnal in England to 
promote the Emigration of the suffering labouring classes to 
Canada* Under these circnmstances, the meeting was ex- 
tremely interestins't and eminently nsefhl ; and one of the 
proTincial papers, commenting on the sereral addresses deli- 
rered on the occasion, remarked : — ** Two years ago, the spring 
was anxionsly looked for, in order to embark armed forces to 
pnt down the rebellion in Canada. The present year opens 
with better prospects. Thousands of persons are preparing to 
embark for that cotmtry, to pursue the rocations of peace. 
The clangor of war is orer; and no country presents Surer 
prospects to the industrious emigrants than does Canada. The 
St. Lawrence is the Rhine, and more than the Rhine, to our 
possessions in British America. It is a rirer destined to con- 
rey British talent, labour, and capital to a wilderness, and 
eonrert it into one of the finest empires on earth.^ 

At this time, I also received a letter from the Rey. Dr. 
M'Leod, dated October 29, 1839, which it is highly important 
to introduce : 

" Glasgow, October 29th, 1839. 

** I haye witnessed with extreme delight, the zeal, ability, 
and perseverance with which you are prosecuting a plan for an 
extensive Emigration to Canada; and I have listened with equal 
pleasure to the vast mass of interesting matter and information 
you have imparted relative to that noble Colony. I beg leave 
to send, for your perusal, a copy of a Memorial proposed to be 
forwarded to Her Majesty's Government, by the Destitution 
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Committee of Glasgow, in behalf of a scheme of general Enii* 
gration for the Highlands and Isles of Scotland. I request 
your attention to the facts therein stated. You may rely on 
their accuracy. The only point not sufficiently referred to, is the 
decided preference which the Highlanders have for removing 
to Canada* They are most anxious to follow their relations 
and countrymen to that Colony.— Necessity, dire necessity, can 
alone send them to the more distant Colonies. All disinclination 
to Emigration has now ceased in the Highlands. Poverty alone 
restrains multitudes from embarking. Let a scheme of Emi 
gration, under the protection of government, be once proposed 
to them — ^and I doubt not 60,000 noble fellows could be found 
to set out at a short notice for Canada, and thus relieve their 
father*land from the grievous burden of a starving population, 
and mightily promote the best interests of the new world to 
which they remove. No other measure would, in my opinion, so 
greatly promote the diffusion of order, social happiness. Chris- 
tian knowledge, and steady, determined, invincible attachment 
to the British Constitution, as the removal of our poor, unem- 
ployed population in the Highlands to your part of the world." 

The applications which I received to return to Ireland were 
so numerous, that I availed myself of the kind invitation of the 
Earl of Gosford, one of the former governors of Canada, and 
one of the most kind*hearted hospitable noblemen in the United 
Kingdom, to pass some time with him at Gosford Castle, Market 
Hill ; whilst there, I found that Mr. Bermingham, of Caramana, 
was placed in a somewhat similar dilemma to that of the Irish 
Bishops, from the conflicting and contradictory statements he 
heard of the various Colonies, and their relative adaptation to 
the Irish emigrant. Colonel Torrens and Mr. Ward had been 
urging the claims of Australia and New Zealand, the remotest 
of our Colonies, and I therefore felt it my duty to address Mr. 
Bermingham. I received from him a cordial letter of thanks 
for my communication, which was afterwards printed in pam- 
phlet form, and widely disseminated by the Canada Company. 
On returning to Dublin, I met with a noble opponent in the 

c 
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person of Lord Cloncurry, who, equally bewildered with the rest, 
by the mass of contradictions then in circulation, commenced 
a Toluminous correspondence in the columns of the Dublin 
Evening Posty afterwards published in a pamphlet shape. To 
this correspondence I cannot further advert, than by stating 
that it afforded me an excellent opportunity for contrasting the 
United States with the Canadas as an asylum for emigrants, 
and of proving the vast superiority of the latter over the former 
in every point of view ; and I did not hesitate to avail myself of 
it. In doing so, I did not altogether rely on the facts embraced 
witliin the verge of my own personal observation, but intro- 
duced the writing and speeches of different citizens of the 
United States themselves, as the most conclusive evidence that 
could be adduced in a case so important to the best interests 
of Great Britain and her Colonies. I demonstrated from those 
documents, that though for a time the land speculators in the 
United States, and the means afforded to them by immense 
advances of bank paper, had given an extraordinary and asto« 
nishing impulse to settlements, yet the failure of returns, and 
the total derangement of the banks, had produced a most 
inauspicious reaction, — such results never having attended any 
similar operations in Canada. 

That my correspondence with Lord Cloncurry was not 
without some good result, the following letter from the amiable 
and excellent Rector of Coote Hill, Rev. Mr. Douglas, whose 
acquaintance I had the pleasure of forming when on a visit to 
Lord Cloncurry, at Lyons Castle, is quite demonstrative. 

" i shall be delighted to distribute in every part round my 
neighbourhood, the interesting papers you furnished me in 
such abundance and variety about Upper Canada. Your exer- 
tions have produced a powerful impression generally through- 
out this country. Lord Cloncurry candidly admitted that you 
had quite convinced him. Many of my own parishioners, 
small renters, are very anxious to emigrate, and have consulted 
me since you left Ireland on the subject ; and I am so tho- 
roughly satisfied with your statements and information, that I 
have strongly advised Canada to all who asked my advice. 
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Tlie excellent and exemplary Roman Catholic Bishop, Dr. 
Browne, who generously assists and co-operates with me in all 
works of mercy, will, I know, aid my exertions in the wide 
distribution of your useful papers and pamphlets. We have 
determined on the republication of your series of excellent and 
convincing letters in the Dublin Evening Postj addressed to 
Lord Cloncurry, in the form of a pamphlet. They will circu- 
late with great effect and advantage here, where the feeling for 
Emigration much exists at present, and where the emissaries 
connected with New Zealand and Australia are most actively at 
work." 

On returning to London, I saw the announcement of the 
anniversary meeting of "The Central Agricultural So- 
ciety OF Great Britain and Ireland, for Protection 
AND Encouragement ;" a body which enrolled about eighty 
of the principal local agricultural associations in the United 
Kingdom. I attended both the meeting and the subsequent 
dinner of the Society, which took place on the 12th of Decem- 
ber. My health having been proposed in conjunction with 
** Prosperity to our Colonial Agriculture," I returned thanks, 
and availed myself of the favourable opportunity of demon- 
strating the inestimable value of our North American Colonies, 
when my name was added to the list of honorary members, 
with a request that I would act as corresponding member for 
British North America. The honorary secretaries of this influ- 
ential society were Sir Richard Broun, Mr. Montgomery Martin, 
and Colonel Le Couteur, with whom for the first time I became 
acquainted. The former gentleman was also the honorary 
secretary of the Baronets, the Scottish branch of which noble 
order was specially founded to promote the plantation and set- 
tlement of British North America. 

The Emigration to Canada this year was 7,439. 



1840. Such is a cursory outline of the leading features of 
my mission up to the commencement of the year 1840, when, 
by the special invitation of his grace the Duke of Argyll, I pro- 

c 2 
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ceeded to Edinburgh, in order to be present at a great meeting 
of Highland noblemen and gentlemen, assembled for the pur- 
pose of petitioning Parliament for the establishment of a better 
and more permanent system of Emigration from the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland. This meeting was held in the Hope- 
toun Rooms, on the 10th of January, and was very numerously 
attended by the proprietors, and other gentlemen interested in 
the welfare of the Highlands, amongst whom were the Duke 
of Argyll, who filled the chair ; the Earl of Dunmore, Lord 
Macdonald, Sir J. M. Riddell, Bart., Sir George Sinclair, Bart., 
M.P., D. Davidson, Esq., of TuUoch, T. Mackenzie, Esq. M.P., 
of Applecross, R. Downie, Esq., of Appin, Rev. Dr. Norman 
M^Leod, John Bowie, Esq. W. S., &c. &c. After the object 
of the meeting had been stated by his Grace ; the Rev. Dr. 
M'Leod, of Glasgow, explained at great length, and in very 
affecting language, the deplorable condition of his countrymen 
in the Highlands and Islands, and went on to show that the 
condition of the great mass of that population was such as to 
render it quite impossible they could adequately support them- 
selves in their own country ; and that though no man living 
more ardently loved those poor people than he did, or more 
sincerely deplored that a necessity should exist for their 
removal from their own native glens, to which they were so 
enthusiastically attached, still he felt himself compelled to 
declare it as his decided opinion, that the only and most effec- 
tual cure of the great evils under which the people were suf- 
fering, was a well organized system of Emigration ; and in that 
opinion, he stated, he was borne out by the sentiments of 
almost all the well-informed individuals in the country. Under 
these circumstances he implored the meeting to direct their 
attention to an Emigration to Canada, to which entire families 
could with facility be removed, and where at the present mo- 
ment the most beneficial efibcts would result from infusing 
among the population of that Colony a fresh accession of hardy, 
virtuous, and loyal people. 

At the conclusion of Dr. M^Leod's speech, I addressed the 
meeting at great length, and was listened to with profound 
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attention. I commenced by describing the condition of High- 
land settlers in Upper Canada as every thing their countrymen 
at home could wish. They had everywhere prospered, and 
everywhere evinced the same sterling loyalty and patriotism. 
Upper Canada was a country which required but the hand of art 
to render every corner of it serviceable to human designs ; it 
had advantages bestowed upon it by nature, of which few other 
countries of equal extent could boast. From Lake Superior 
to Lake Ontario, there was a vast chain of waters, which would 
require but little exertion to render it the grandest channel of 
commerce on the surface of the globe. That chain was laid 
down at our feet, perfect in all its parts, with the exception of 
here and there a broken link, which, when connected together, 
would form a lasting source of wealth and prosperity. To this 
favoured region, where fertility of soil, salubrity of climate, 
readiness of access, and all the natural elements of greatness 
invited the hardy and industrious labourer, I recommended 
the meeting to send their surplus and redundant population. 
There was no Colony where they would be more cheerfully 
welcomed, nor where those ties which bind the parent state 
and the Colony together, could be more strengthened by their 
settlement in it. By urging this measure on the attention of 
Government, and by earnestly co-operating with them in car- 
rying it into effect, the meeting would be promoting the noblest 
patriotism and most exalted benevolence. I felt proud in 
bearing my testimony to the worth and value of the Scotch 
settlers in Canada. Of all those who were called into the field 
of battle to defend British supremacy in North America, there 
were no hearts that stirred with more enthusiasm, or throbbed 
more ardently, than those which beat beneath the Scottish 
plaid. There were no men who conducted themselves with 
more prudence and propriety than the Glengarry Highlanders, 
while in Lower Canada, after the breaking out of the first 
rebellion ; and in times of difficulty and danger, the reliance 
of Government was particularly placed on those gallant fellows. 
They joined with their English, Irish, and Canadian fellow- 
subjects, most cheerfully and promptly, to proclaim to the 
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world, to their beloved Queen, to their brethren in the United 
Kingdom, their fixed determination to maintain British con- 
nexion, to uphold British supremacy, to peril their lives, their 
property, their all, for these ; to live happily under their fos- 
tering influences, or nobly die in their defence. The increased 
value of property in those parts of Upper Canada where Emi- 
grants from the United Kingdom had settled in numbers, was 
established to a demonstration ; and money to accomplish a 
judicious scheme of Emigration might be advanced by Go- 
vernment with the utmost safety and most perfect security. 
In Upper Canada, independence would necessarily follow in- 
dustrious exertion. And now, from the great and rapidly 
increasing facilities for travelling and inter-communication 
between distant lands, the interests of the Colonies and the 
mother country were becoming more and more identified ; and 
with the adoption of a just and proper policy, we should be 
entirely assimilated in feeling and interest, so as to constitute 
one great political family, bound by indissoluble ties, and per- 
petuating the solid advantages of the British Constitution to 
the latest posterity as its richest legacy. In concluding my 
speech, I publicly pledged myself that I would never cease the 
agitation in which I was then engaged, until I should succeed 
in inducing the British Government and nation to do an act of 
justice to the impoverished and ill-requited classes of the 
United Kingdom, by assisting them to a sphere where they 
might achieve their own independence; particularly, as by the 
settlement of one of the most interesting, fertile, inviting, 
healthy, and nearest of the Colonies, they might ensure their 
own prosperity, and add greatly to the permanence of British 
institutions, as well as the integrity of the Empire. 

After Lords Macdonald and Dunmore, and several other 
gentlemen had addressed the meeting, resolutions were passed 
in favour of petitions to both Houses of Parliament, for the pur- 
pose of adopting and carrjung on an extensive and systematic 
plan of Emigration. A committee was aj^pointed for carrying 
these resolutions into effect ; after which the thanks of the 
meeting were voted to the Rev. Dr. M'Leod and myself, for 
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the great trouble we had taken in coming to the meeting, and 
for the valuable information we had afforded. 

But this meeting was attended with other advantages to the 
cause of Emigration to the Canadas. Shortly after, a meeting 
of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland was held, 
at which the subject of Emigration to Canada was brought 
under notice, and special reference was made to the meeting of 
the proprietors held on the 10th of January, and a resolution 
unanimously passed, that all members of the Highland Society 
who were in Parliament, should be specially requested to sup- 
port the petitions of the Highland proprietors when presented. 
The Highland noblemen and gentlemen also formed themselves 
into a permanent Committee, with the object of promoting Emi- 
gration from the Highlands and Islands of Scotland to Canada. 
The first meeting of this Committee was held in London on the 
8th of February, when I was elected an honorary member of it. 

The substance of the resolutions of the meeting on the 10th 
of January was also embodied in a memorial to the Colonial 
Minister, and was presented by a deputation consisting of the 
Duke of Argyll, Lord Macdonald, Sir A. D'Este, Colonel 
Wyndham, Campbell of Islay, myself and others. About the 
same period ''The North American Colonial Committee" was 
formed, being a section of the Colonial Society. Its president 
was the Earl of Mountcashell, and I was requested to act as 
Honorary Secretary. 

On the 13th of March, I received the following letter from 
Dr. Norman M'Leod. The extraordinary exertions of this 
eminent clergyman and exalted character, during the memo- 
rable years 1836 and 1837, in obtaining relief for 186,000 of his 
famishing fellow-countrymen in the Western Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland, were crowned with the signal success of 
raising a fund to the enormous amount of about £125,000, and 
will constitute a sufficient apology for the republication of this 
letter. 

" Glasgow, 13th March, 1840. 

'* My dear Friend — ^The Highlanders are everywhere up 
for Emigration to Canada^ on which place their affections are 
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mdelibl y fixed. The wiiole parish of Cmci^ in tbe north, are 
ready to go^to a man; and their dergrman has l e sig ned his 
living, stipends gl^he, and manse, and will set off as soon as 
the necessary arrangements are entered into to proTide a place 
for their receptimi and location. Thos the pastor and his whole 
flock will secnre a home where they will not be e xp o sed to a 
remoTal in the summary manner in which they haire been 
warned to leare their present possessions. There is something 
exceedingly interesting in this case. They hare been arged to 
go to Cape Breton, where the people are so anxioos to hare 
them, as to have promised to make prortacm for their reception. 
A committee will first, howerer, come to yon, to ascertain whe- 
ther the GoTemment at home, or the Goremment of Upper 
Canada will make any arrangements to receire the H^hland 
population. Ont of 350 readr to start, not more than twenty 
hare snfiicient means to ensure their own passage. Our Desti- 
tution Committee voted them £250 last Taesday, to aid them 
in their outfit. I hare a letter this morning from the people 
of Razay, stating that the en/ire population of that bland, seeing 
nothing but starvation befi^re them, are most anxious to emi- 
grate. I bear cheerful testimony to their wonderful merits ; a 
more moral, respectful, courageous, sober, virtuous, loyal people, 
are not anywhere to be met with on earth, actually invaluaUe 
for peace or war. Canada ought not to lose them. They are 
poor, and cannot at their own expense remove. This is indeed 
a most interesting moment, — a most momentous crisis fi>r the 
mother country and her Colonies. I do hope that there are 
some prospects of getting an arrangement made. I was pleased 
with the extract from the Kingston Chronicle: it would seem 
by that, that Mr. Thompson was fuUy sensible of the necessity 
of promoting Emigration, and had pledged himself to aid it 
by every means in his power. I hope he will do so; it is cer- 
tainly most unaccountable that every governor of the Colony 
has admitted its necessity, and year after year has passed by, 
with increasing prejudices existing against the country (fortu- 
nately now removed), and yet no measure has been adopted. 
The second number of my Gaelic Magazine will be issued in 
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the course of next week. The chief article is from your pen, 
entitled, " Upper Canada, the Poor Man's Country." I think 
it eminently calculated to nerve the new settler against indis- 
pensable difficulties and unavoidable privations, and to inspire 
him with fortitude and hope. I hope you will not leave us as 
soon as you propose; your presence and counsel we feel neces- 
sary to our success. If you fail, who can succeeds — and if you 
do not succeed, I cannot anticipate — I dare not anticipate what 
the consequences may be. What an opportunity for our Govern- 
ment to erect a brazen wall around Upper Canada! We offer 
them a noble militia of 30,000 brave and gallant fellows. My 
chief, M'Leod of M'Leod, went to London at the distance of 
200 miles to see you, and converse with you about his people, 
and was greatly disappointed in finding you had gone down to 
Hertfordshire to attend some public meetings. I wish much 
that you had seen him. Before he obtains any relief he must 
send off from his estate at least 10,000 of his people. Surely 
a great meeting might be got up in London now you are there, 
to agitate, agitate, agitate, on this subject. It is a most im- 
portant one in a national point of view. I rejoice to find that 
his grace the Duke of Argyll co-operates so warmly with you, 
and perseveres in his efforts — I knew he would. There is 
enough of Scotch and Highland influence in London, which, if 
once concentrated and brought to bear on Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment, could not but tell on them. If the Dukes of Argyll, 
Sutherland, Richmond, Hamilton, Roxburgh, Buccleugh, and 
others connected with the Highlands would unite, we could storm 
the Colonial Office. Forgive me for troubling you so often ; I 
am really impatient to see your laudable efforts crowned with 
success ; and I wished to put you in possession of the fact that 
the Highlanders are now determined to cross the Atlantic, if 
they should swim ! 

" Believe me, my dear sir, with cordial regard and esteem, 
faithfully yours, 

« Norman M'Leod." 
" Dr. Thomas Rolph." 
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matcly interwoven with the growth of our Colonies, and the 
encouragement afforded them by the parent state. 

After proceeding to notice the several topics involved in the 
resolution, I stated that the Canadians protested against their 
interests being sacrificed to foreigners ; they gloried in being 
the subjects of a country which was an integral and component 
part of the British Empire, and they claimed full right and 
title to all the privileges which such a relationship should give 
them in their commercial intercourse with the British isles. 
British manufactures met with no competition in their markets ; 
and if the ministry were not absolutely callous to every feeling 
of humanity, — if they had not actually steeled their hearts 
against the daily supplications of the starving population of the 
United Kingdom, the unwearied petitionings of the Highland 
proprietors and the Irish landlords, and the earnest entreaties 
of the various Colonial legislatures to send them out the wil- 
ling but unemployed population of the mother country — then, 
indeed, by a judicious, well-considered, and well-organized 
Colonization, would the resources of the provinces be unfolded, 
the people become larger consumers of British goods, and add 
yearly more and more to the British revenue. After adverting 
to the great value of our colonial trade with British America, 
I proceeded to show that, — In the Lumber Trade, on one only 
of its majestic rivers, the Ottawa, and some of its tributary 
streams, there were employed yearly from 4,000 to 6,000 men, 
from 1,100 to 1,200 pairs of oxen and horses, consuming annu- 
ally more than 10,000 barrels of pork and fish, upwards of 
15,000 barrels of flour, together with 3,500 tons of hay ; and 
110,000 bushels of produce of other descriptions. From this 
labour and consumption were produced 290,000 pieces of tim- 
ber every year. The people of Germany would not be influenced 
by the persuasions of Dr. Bo^vi-in^- ; they would not heed him, 
nor hearken to the voice of that political charmer, " charm he 
never so wisely;'* but it was most desirable on all accounts that 
the people of the United Kingdom should be made fully sen- 
sible, that if the timber of the North of Europe were to be taken 
in preference to that of British North America, the tirade of 
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the North American Colonies would decline. It was for the 
British nation to determine whether the trade of those near, 
extensiTe, and extending Colonies, and bj which, too, the trade 
of Grreat Britain was kept open wiih tiie United Stales, fitnn 
the imposdbilitj of the Northern States imposng a tarifl^ whilst 
the St. Lawrenee was open to British mann&ctares; it was 
for the people of England to decide whether the commercial 
and maritime interests of Great Britain were not more likely 
to be promoted by protecting and fostering this branch of onr 
commerce, than by allowing the timber and grain of Prossia, 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and Rossia to come in their ships 
into our ports on an equal footing with our own ! Notwith- 
standing Dr. Bowring*s exertions, those countries have too 
great and too natural a jealousy of Eugland to be Tery profit- 
able constmiers or customers for her manufactures; and there 
was but little probability of much increase of trade with 
them. On the contrary, if a wise and judicious colonization 
of the British North American provinces took place, under 
the guidance of Goremment — and surely the GoTemment 
would not be so criminal and abandoned as much longer 
to delay it? — the trade with them would increase rapidly, 
and then it would become the most flourishing and valuable of 
any that was carried on by England. The means and capital 
in British North America were too limited to admit of its mer- 
chants being extensively engaged for years to come, in the 
carrying or shipping trade ; and as far as they did engage in 
it, it was for the purpose of securing the trade and revenues to 
the country, as in the laudable instance of the Honourable Mr. 
Cunard, of Nova Scotia, by whose untiring and enterprising 
exertions the mails and passengers would be now conveyed by 
steamers to the British North American provinces, instead of 
passing through the United States as heretofore. All the 
capital in the British American provinces would find more 
useful and profitable employment in giving activity to her na- 
tive industry, which, looking at the condition and circumstances 
of the country in every point of view, was decidedly entitled 
to the preference. The Colonists felt an exultation in beholding 
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the carrying trade in the hands of Britain, proudly surmounted 
and shielded by the Union Jack ; and for which Great Britain 
possessed such inateriaLs, by her ample capital, her numerous 
ships, her always open ports ; and for which the Colonists 
were and must remain for a long time unprepared, by reason 
of the vast regions they had yet to dear and cultivate. With 
the interests of Great Britain the Colonists felt their own to be 
inseparable ; with the people of England, they must, aye, and 
they would, stand or fall. 

After expatiating at great length on the various theories of 
Dr. Bowring, combating and refuting them, I concluded my 
speech as follows : — 

" The inhabitants of British North America have been long 
proverbial for the intensity of their affection for their fellow- 
subjects, and devotion to the British Crown. Emulating the 
example of their illustrious sires, who abandoned property, 
country, relatives, and friends, rather than their attachment to 
the British Empire, they entertained the most sincere and pro- 
found veneration for the government, laws, institutions, charac- 
ter, and moral grandeur of the parent state from which they 
sprang, and in which they glory ; and viewing her as the foun- 
dation, centre, and bulwark of the most widely*extended and 
powerful empire the world has yet seen, they hold it essential 
to the general interests of mankind, that so glorious a structure 
should be maintained in all its integrity, and that neither its 
agriculture, commerce, or Colonies should be sacrificed to the 
rash, theorizing experimentalists of the day. The veneration 
thus felt and avowed, however, was no blind idolatry ; - neither 
was it that natural and simple affection, merely, which children 
bear towards their parents ; nor was it the patriotism of men, 
who love their country only because induced to do so by their 
interest, or commanded by their allegiance ; — no, it was on 
account of the strength and beauty of her constitutional fabric ; 
the almost more than human wisdom of her laws and enact- 
ments ; the high national character of her people, for honour, 
integrity, bravery, generosity, charity, and all that dignifies 
and ennobles our species ; all which were daily and hourly 
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exemplified, not onlr in ererT part of ber own particniar domi« 
nions in Great Britain, bj her nomerons institntions for erery 
pnrpose of homan amelioranon, and adrancement in morals, 
art, s rien ce,liter amr e, and knowledge, thronghoat all its Tarioos 
departments ; but in what this Uessed eoontrj, dreomscribed 
as it is bj nature, comparatirelj within narrow lunits, has been 
enabled, throogh the blessing <d Dirine Proridenee, to perform 
for other nations and eommonities on the sreat stasre of the 
world. The Colonists had, however, recendr witnessed with 
deep regret, too many symptoms of national decay, infiinge- 
ment of onr treaties, insolts to onr flag, surrender of rights, 
aggressions from withoat, concessions finom within, invasions 
of our territories, principle abandoned for expediency, agricul- 
ture threatened, commerce languishing, trade declining, pan* 
perism extending, new forms of taxation devising; national 
rights, interests, and honour, sacrificed to party ; and viewing 
all these symptoms of national decline with dismay, the Colo- 
nists desired to see those energies and virtues aroused that 
were now either misdirected, or altogether prostrate and dor- 
mant, which accomplished so much for Great Britain in days of 
yore, which were superior to those possessed by any former 
people — virtues and energies which, if again called into action, 
would save the country from impending ruin, preserve the 
int^rity of the Empire, defeat hostile foreign combinations, 
vanquish the treasonable designs of domestic enemies, secure 
the relief and independence of the famishing masses by judi- 
cious Emigration to the Colonies; sustain the honour and the 
majesty of our national flag ; retrieve the character of the 
State ; and make us hand down to posterity, with undiminished 
lustre and unshorn glory, that proud, great, and honourable 
name, which, instead of being the sport and scorn of foreign 
powers, has been, and may still continue to be, * the envy of 
surrounding nations, and the admiration of the world/ ** 

An Act for the union of the provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada being contemplated by the Imperial Parliament, on 
the 8th of February, this year, the House of Assembly of 
Upper Canada, in anticipation of the dissolution which sub- 
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sequently took place, unanimously adopted the following Ad- 
dress to Her Majesty on the subject of Emigration :— 

Address of the House of Assembit of Upper Canada. 
To the Queeris Most Excellent Majesty. 

** Most Gracious Sovereign — ^We,70ttr Majest7*s dutiful and 
loyal subjects, the Commons House of Assembly of Upper 
Canada, in provincial parliament assembled, humbly beg leave 
to represent to your Majesty that the period having nearly 
arrived, when, by the constitution of the province, the repre- 
sentative branch of the legislature must be dissolved, and con- 
sidering the probability that a Legislative Assembly for Upper 
Canada alone will never again be convened, they cannot sepa- 
rate without earnestly, and with a serious and anxious solicitude 
for the permanency of their connexion with your Majesty's 
Crown, and with a fervent wish that the prosperity of their 
country may be advanced and secured, imploring your Majesty 
to give your Royal sanction to such measures as your Majesty 
may in your wisdom deem most effectual for encouraging and 
directing Emigration from the United Kingdom to your Ma- 
jesty's North American Colonies. 

^' It cannot be necessary to state that by increasing the popu- 
lation of Upper and Lower Canada by Emigration from Great 
Britain and Ireland, the ties which now bind your Majesty's 
loyal subjects in these provinces to your Majesty's Crown and 
Government will be strengthened, and, as we trust and hope, 
rendered indestructible ; neither will it be doubted that such 
of our fellow-subjects as may take up their abode among us, 
will be received here with a cheering and hospitable welcome, 
and that they will find that in Upper Canada, at least, they are 
not among strangers, but that they are among people of the 
same blood and lineage; that they are protected by the same 
laws and constitution that secure safety to the persons and 
property of the inhabitants of England, and tliat the exercise 
of political and religious freedom is unrestrained by any into- 
lerant, exclusive, or burdensome law. They will discover, 
moreover, that a bounteous Providence has blessed this pro- 
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▼inee with a healihral and inii g or inag r^r^aaie, and a soaL of 
unsnrpased CertilhT, jiddine ahnndaiire aad wealdt to die 
indnatrkms cckiTa^or. Hie thoosands of joor Majesty's snb- 
jects, wiio, in Great Britain and Iidand, are mable to obtain 
emplojnient from wiiich tliej maj dodie and feed thmwelTCs 
and ^m'A\^^^ wOI here find that ther are in a sitnatioB not onlj 
to sopplj their dailj wants, hat gTadiiaI!T, and with eertaintr, 
to attain independence for themsdres and chlldroi. 

** We are well aware that it is not in the power of many of 
the class of persons to whom we hare r e fa rc d to make tfa^ 
wajr to this eoantrjr withoat peconiarr assstance, and it is to 
this fiurt that we chieflT desire homblj to draw joar Majesty's 
attention, and to implore yoar Majesty to remore the difficulty 
which from that canse prerents tens of thousands of your Ma- 
jesty^s fiuthfol subjects from raisinc^ themselTes from porerty 
and misery to independence and hi^ppiness, and who, instead 
of remaining a burden on the nation, would be conrerted into 
the means of contributing to its wealth and power. 

** In proof of this, we humbly cnre pennission to draw your 
Majesty's attention to the successful result of the system of 
Emigration which receiyed the sanction of your Majesty's royal 
predecessors in the years 1823 and 1825. When the persons 
sent out by the bounty of the nation, at the time referred to, 
reached this proTince, they were poor, and needy, and discon* 
tented; they had been taken from a land, where, though 
willing to labour, they could find no employment. They had 
been bom, and had advanced to manhood, hopeless of any 
chance of being enabled, through life, to accomplish more than 
their maintenance by daily labour. That they should become 
the owners of some hundreds of acres of land ; that they should 
find themselves possessed of houses and bams, and horses and 
cattle, and well cultivated fields; and that they should see their 
children settled around them in the same state of prosperity, in 
all probability never entered into their imagination : yet such 
is their present condition, and they now form a happy and 
grateful community ; and such, there is no reason to doubt, 
will be the state, after a few years* residence, of all those who 
may hereafter receive similar encouragement and temporary 
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assistance. We readily admit that we can do little more, by 
way of assisting your Majesty in attaining the object we have 
ia Tiew, than to declare oar readiness and desire to concur in 
such a disposal of tiie waste lands of the province as will con- 
tribute to its accomplishment, and to express our wish that 
such mode of their application may be suggested, as will tend 
to the encouragement and advancement of Emigration ge- 
nerally. 

«< We are aware that the late unhappy dissensions that have 
disturbed the peace of the provinces, have not only greatly 
retarded its general prosperity, but, in a more especial manner, 
indisposed many persons, otherwise desirous of emigrating to 
them, from taking up their abode among us: but we venture 
now to express our strong conviction, (and we feel it would be 
criminal in us to advance an insincere opinion upon a point so 
important,) that, while there is not the most distant ground for 
apprehending internal revolt, the inroads heretofore made from 
a foreign nation have experienced such signal defeats and 
severe punishment, and, through the fostering care of your 
Majesty, and the bravery and devotion of your Majesty's loyal 
subjects, the country is now so guarded that its future peace 
may be considered as effectually and permanently secured. 
That this feeling has become universal is demonstrated not 
only by the absence of all attack from a foreign enemy for 
more than a year past, but by the return to a vigorous and 
peaceful pursuit of their ordinary employments by the yeomanry, 
mechanics, and other inhabitants of the province. 

** Earnestly beseeching your Majesty to take the subject of 
this Address into your Majesty's favourable consideration, we 
conclude by assuring your Majesty of our humble but sincere 
prayers to the Author of all good for your Majesty's personal 
happiness, and that your Majesty may long live to reign over 
a united, happy, prosperous, and grateful people. 

" Allan Napier MacNab, Speaker, 

'' Commons House of Assembly, Upper Canada, 
8th February, 1840." 
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The members of the Colonial Society favourable to Colo- 
nization, formed themselves, about this period, into a select 
Committee for the promotion of the interests of British North 
America, their attention having been directed to this subject 
by a public address delivered by me at their rooms. The Earl 
of Mountcaishell was named president, and I was requested to 
act as its Honorary Secretary. This body enrolled many influ- 
ential noblemen and gentlemen, amongst whom were the Duke 
of Argyll, the Earl of Devon, Lord Macdonald, Sir A. D'Este, 
and others. They met twice weekly during the session, and 
their objects will be sufficiently understood from the following 
Resolutions : — 

^' Moved by A. J. Robertson (of Inshes), Esq., seconded by 
Charles Franks, Esq., and 

^^ Resolved^ — ^That this Committee, viewing Emigration to 
the Colonies of British North America from the United King* 
dom as the only means of developing and drawing forth their vast 
and valuable resources, and believing that the surplus popula- 
tion of the United Kingdom may find in those Colonies advan- 
tages not held out to them by any other part of Her Majesty's 
Colonial dominions, and being strongly impressed with the 
importance of securing for their poor fellow-countrymen, the 
immense benefit of such an asylum, pledge themselves to direct 
their serious and assiduous attention to the best means of pro- 
moting Emigration to British North America, and more espe- 
cially to Canada. 

*' Moved by Lord Macdonald, seconded by Sir Augustus 
D'Este, and 

* ' Resolvedy — ^That considering the urgent appeal made by the 
House of Assembly of Upper Canada to Her Majesty to appro- 
priate the waste lands belonging to the Crown in that province 
for the sole purpose of promoting Emigration to that near and 
fertile Colony, where so many thousands of British subjects 
have been raised from poverty to independence; and also 
viewing the awful and appalling condition of the inhabitants of 
the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, their vehement desire 
to remove to Canada, expressed in numerous petitions to both 
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Houses of Parliament, and the earnest desire of the proprietors 
to save their people from destruction, by promoting measures 
for their judicious removal, this Committee will confer and 
co-operate with those proprietors, or their agents, most inte* 
rested in the removal of their over-peopled lands, in order to 
carry into effect such measures as may secure this desirable 
purpose. 

" Moved by his grace the Duke of Argyll, seconded by 
H. Baillie, Esq., M.P., and 

" Resolved^ — ^That this Committee do request a conference 
with the Secretary of State for the Colonies, in order to lay 
before him a communication on the subject." 

Pursuant to these resolutions, the deputation named by the 
North American Colonial Committee, viz., the Earl of Mount- 
cashell, president ; the Duke of Argyll, Lord Macdonald, Sir 
Augustus D'Este, Sir D. Macdougall, W. S. O'Brien, Esq., 
M.P., H. Baillie, Esq., M.P., M*Leod of M'Leod, myself and 
others, waited on Lord John Russell at the Colonial Office on 
the 20th of May, and had a lengthened conference with his 
lordship to urge the Government to concur with them in pro- 
moting Emigration to North America. Minutes of a con- 
ference had been previously arranged by the Committee, and 
from the records of that body I make the following extract, 
as being of great importance in reference to the proceedings 
in which I afterwards embarked : — " Lord John Russell said, 
in regard to the money payable by the Canada Company, it 
was applied to various purposes in the Colony, from which it 
could not be diverted. In reply to which it was stated that 
the whole of this money was not needed for such Colonial pur- 
poses, and some part of it might be applied to the promotion of 
Emigration. Lord John Russell then stated, That it was the 
opinion of all parties that Emigration to British North America 
should be encouraged, and that Government would be glad to 
promote it if funds could be found for the purpose : but that 
Government had already determined that they could not pro- 
pose any grant to Parliament for this object, in the present 
state of the finances of the country. 

D 2 
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On the 23rd of Maj following, tlie North American Co- 
lonial Committee again assembled, when the deputation re- 
ported the nnsatisfkctcry issue of their interriew with the 
Colonial minister, and when it was determined that an Address 
should be issaed from the Committee to the nolrility, dergj, 
and gentlemen of the United Kingdom, stating the objects of 
the Committee, and inviting th^ eo-operation. This doeoment 
was prepared by me as their Honorary Secretary, and unani- 
mously adopted ; and on the motion of the Duke of Argyll, a 
Tote of thanks was passed to me for its preparation. 

Address. 

" In many parts of the United Kingdom the redundancy of 
population has become a formidable, deeply-seated, and rapidly 
increasing evil, extending its withering influence through every 
portion of the community, assuming an aggravated character 
in numerous districts of Ireland, and reducing the Highlands 
and Western Isles of Scotland to a state of destitution, from 
the contemplation of which the mind recoils with pain and 
horror. In the latter districts more especially, the existence 
of a large proportion of the population is barely sustained on 
the most scanty, precarious, and unwholesome diet; large 
masses are in danger of being swept away, and districts depo- 
pulated by fSBonine and misery in their most appalling form; 
whilst the moral and social evils resulting from the physical 
condition of the unhappy sufferers, are daily producing the 
most disastrous effects. These sufferings, and the demoraliza- 
tion which may be feared, as their consequence, are rapidly 
sinking this unhappy, but noble-minded peasantry, distin- 
guished for their independence, their provident, self-denying, 
and social virtues, to a state of unparalleled wretchedness ; and 
an immediate remedy is admitted to be indispensable alike by 
the divine, the statesman, and the philanthropist. The period 
has confessedly arrived when this remedy can be no longer 
delayed; the wide- spreading desolation must be arrested, 
the moral contagion stayed : and it becomes the grave 
and solemn duty of all who sympathize with human suf- 
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feringy and are interested in the welfare of oar fellow-subjects, 
but more especially of those immediately connected with the 
afflicted districts, to ponder earnestly on the means which 
Emigration holds out as a certain corrective, if not entire cure 
of an evil, which if allowed to operate longer uncounteracted, 
must exhaust the resources of the country, and at no distant 
period sink all classes to the level of that which is now the 
lowest. This duty becomes more imperatively incumbent on 
the nobility, clergy, proprietors, and others connected with the 
Highlands and Isles of Scotland, from the fear^lly aggravated 
form which pauperism has there attained ; nor is the removal 
of this surplus population less their duty than their interest. 

'* Whilst this country is thus overburdened by a redundant 
suffering population, the resources of British North America 
remain undeveloped, and lie dormant from the want of labourers. 

^' The inhabitants of Great Britain have entertained most 
erroneous opinions of our Canadian provinces, which are grow- 
ing in population, and improving in cultivation more rapidly, 
perhaps, than any part of the United States, if we except 
Michigan, and must become, at no very distant period, a 
wealthy, powerful, and populous Colony. 

" The climate of Canada is singularly healthy, and in salu- 
brity is unquestionably superior to the United States. The cold 
of winter is divested of more than half of its gloom by the 
extreme dryness of the atmosphere, and the heat of summer is 
attempered by beautiful breezes from the lakes. The higher lati- 
tude repels all the summer epidemics that ravage the United 
States. Even in the severity of its winters all that is injurious 
will yield to the thinning of the forests, the draining of the 
swamps, and the other labours of an accumulating population. 

" If we look at the map, a truth, rarely adverted to when we 
speak of Canada, is apparent to the eye, that a large portion 
of the province, lying immediately northward of Lake Erie, is 
situated in a lower latitude than the greater part of Michigan 
— ^lower than all that fine and fertile region along the great 
canal in the State of New York, very little further north than 
the Pennsylvania line, and in the same parallel with the fertile, 
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productive, and wealthy state of Massachusets. But it is 
known that the climate is much less severe between the same 
parallels as we approach the west ; thus Pittsburgh has a softer 
winter and a shorter one than Philadelphia, and Buffalo than 
Albany. So Upper Canada is far milder than Massachusets. 

^ It has been stated that * the action of the climate upon 
agricultural productions in British North America is more 
favourable than in others which have the same mean tempera- 
ture. The intense heat of the short summer ripens com and 
fruits, which will not thrive in regions where the same warmth 
is more equally distributed throughout the year. Thus Quebec 
agrees in mean annual temperature with Christiana ; yet wheat, 
scarcely ever attempted in Norway, is the staple of Lower 
Canada. The upper province nearly coincides with the north 
of England, yet the grape, the peach, and the melon, come to 
as much perfection as in their native soil. Its winter, cold at 
the same time, enables it to combine the products of the 
northern with those of the southern temperate climates. By 
the side of the fruits above-mentioned flourish the strawberry, 
the cranberry, and the raspberry ; while the evergreen pines 
are copiously intermingled with the oak, the elm, and others 
of ampler foliage. The most populous portion of Russia is 
20° to the north of the North American border of Upper 
Canada; and the colonists crowding to that countiy are 
Britons — a race proverbially successful in all the tasks to be 
achieved by patient vigour and fearless adventure. These 
men require only room ; their native energies will do the rest. 
The forest will be cleared, the morass drained; the prairie 
will be a corn-field ; the huge lakes, those Mediterraneans of 
the New World, will be covered with the products of the 
mineral and agricultural wealth of the country ; coal has 
already been discovered in great abundance ; iron and various 
metals are already worked ; the hills abound in every kind of 
limestone, up to the purest marble.' " 

" A great portion of Upper Canada is delightfully situated 
for an agricultural country ; free from mountains, it is never- 
theless abundantly watered, and almost surrounded and inter- 
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sected by navigable rivers and lakes, on which its produce 
is easily transported to various and extensive markets. It pos- 
sesses a soil, as well as climate, peculiarly favourable to the 
growth of wheat, and immense quantities are grown in it. The 
Welland canal connects the navigation of Lakes Erie and 
Ontario; the Rideau and St« Lawrence canals, constructed 
round the obstructions in the St. Lawrence, open a free com- 
munication by water from the north-western extremity of Lake 
Huron to Montreal, and thence to the Atlantic ; steam pro- 
pellers glide down the rapids of tlie St. Lawrence : and amongst 
otlier internal improvements, it is in contemplation to form a 
second line of communication by connecting Lakes Huron and 
Simcoe, with the long and extensive chain of lakes and rivers, 
throughout the Newcastle district; and lastly, by improving 
the navigation of the majestic Ottawa, connecting it with the 
remotest north, opening a vast field for agricultural and com- 
mercial enterprise. The advantages of the navigation of these 
canals and the St. Lawrence are as exclusively British, as the 
navigation of the Mississippi is American ; and the British Go- 
vernment, in order to augment and foster these important 
interests, admits Canadian produce into her ports, duty free. 

*' The provincial legislature has petitioned for a further re- 
mission of the duties on tobacco, the western section of Canada 
having been discovered to be peculiarly favourable to its 
growth. It has been also ascertained that the climate and 
soil, especially that of the western section of the province, are 
admirably adapted for the growth of the white mulberry, to the 
cultivation of which the attention of the United States has long 
been earnestly directed. British North America possesses 
inexhaustible physical capabilities of greatness and of wealth ; 
she has a territory, which is spread out to an interminable 
extent, and fertile in almost every production conducive to the 
necessities and gratification of man : her navigable rivers, 
her capacious and convenient ports, and the broad blue bosom 
of the Atlantic Main, which connects her with the mother 
country and its other Colonies, and with the kingdoms of 
Europe, all give to her the means and the facility of acquiring 
the most ample and the most permanent strength. Taxation 
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»arees of {nTMlTic&Te indasnx are incxiiassTD]* ; and eroy 
hmnaa bein^ sent from the motba tsxsar, eEJcying soond 
heabh, and haring weE-reraZaied iii^a, ut £nd employment 
wited to an the gradations of strogti, ski^i and capacity. 

" A coontnr so proliac whi re^teet to sotures of human 
mdostry is at our Toy dow— «iiiin fonr weeks* saQ of our 
shores— bronght into oar arms br steam naxi^atjon. It requires 
but an extended well-dire«ed Ekgradon to'cause an immense 
and rapid increase of its indiridual prosperity and general 
wel&re; whilst on the other hand, the oreicrowded and bmish- 
ing districts require but a transfer to these Colonies to effect a 
great diminution of national miserr, pregnant with alarm as to 
ite ultimate consequences. Kor is'there anr reason to fear that 
the demand for labour will be checked by 'the number of per- 
«ms from this country seeking employment. Pfenons going at 
first as labourers are able to sare money so quickly, and so soon 
to become independent, and able themselres to affoid employ- 
ment to others, that it may safely be said that in proportion to 
the number of new settlers in the proTince wiU be the increased 
demand for additional labourers. 

" That the present moment is most propitious for the estab- 
lishment of a scheme of Emigration, on a laige and effective 
•cale, cannot be doubted . Our feUow subjects in Upper Canada, 
a» may be seen by the loyal Address to Her Majesty the Queen 
from the House of Assembly, itoplore thfeir SoTereigii,in blended 
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tones of loyalty, patriotism, and sympathy, which cannot be 
read without emotion, that a plan emanating from her councils 
may be established, which shall enable the surplus population 
of the United Kingdom to be happily transferred from their 
present dreadful position to the unpeopled and unsettled lands 
of that fertile and immense domain ; — a transfer which will 
materially strengthen and effectually preserve the British Colo- 
nial dependencies on that continent, and more firmly rivet 
the bonds of affection and interest which attach them to the 
parent State. The Canada Company have also urged on the 
Government, as shown by a paper moved for by the Earl of 
Mountcashell, and laid on the table of the House of Lords, the 
justice of appropriating the money, amounting to £60,000, 
due from them in respect of their purchase of Crown lands, to 
establish a scheme to encourage, direct, and facilitate Emigra- 
tion to Canada. That the debt payable by the Canada Com- 
pany, together with the proceeds of the sale of the Crown 
revenue lands, should be applied to purposes of Emigration, is 
dictated equally by the interests and necessities of the British 
North American provinces, and by that impartial policy which 
should regulate the parent State in its relations with all its 
dependencies. It is too obvious to require statement, that 
the unlimited extent of fertile territory in British North 
America still remaining unoccupied must continue unpro- 
ductive, and valueless unless its resources are developed by 
the united operation of capital and industry; and it is 
equally evident that this can only result from Emigration 
on a large scale, to be accomplished by the expenditure 
of ample funds. The money which may be rabed by the 
judicious and systematic sale, at a moderate rate, of the 
Crown reserve lands would materially aid in attaining this 
end, and it is difficult to justify the diversion from an object so 
legitimate, to purposes of ordinary state expenditure, of the 
large sums psiid to Government by the Canada Company in 
respect of grants of lands. This diversion is open to further 
objection ; for while a boon so important has been denied to 
British North America, it has been conceded to other British 
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C'-'l'Jiiie6- iii coniraTcniion of tie most TraT-esi principles of 
juruee; axid tLe Auszialiui dairrrinT» of tbe Crowa itare 
derrred from the preferesce iilss ensded i^ laraa, adTaiixsg^ 
nrliifih ca2X2K>t be oreiTaXed* 

^ AComixuiiee Las been formed of inem]>£TSc^ibeCotazuaI 
S o ciety, impressed vit^ tiie hcponsixse of, and xnisresxed in, 
iLe Settlement of Brhish North Ainenca; and lo rns onject 
thej are ii}de&dgai.lT az;d zealonslj deroui^ their aixeciioa, 
their eiperiencc, and their is£ue:3ce. 

" A dep'ntation from the CoiciLinee hsd a reoeEt interriew 
with the Sescretarr of State for the Colcnies, and eamestlv 
UT^ed apon Lis consideration the great asd manifvid interests 
to be promoted bj an ertensiTe and well-direcied Emigration. 
The or^cncT of immediatelj relierinz both Ireland and the 
Highlands of Scotland from the pres»are ot their snrpliis popu- 
lation, and the irreEistible necespqtr of stren gtLening the North 
Amenc^n. Colonies bj these means, was admitted. The Colo* 
nial SecretaiT is aware of the transcendant importance of the 
objects of the Committee; and it appeared qoite obrioos, from 
his declaration, that there was no indisposition on the part of 
the Goremment to entertain the subject, and give practical 
proof of such disposition, if its riews were sanctioned and 
enforced by public opinion. 

" With regard to the desires, more especially, of the suffer- 
ing people themselves in Scotland, and the hope which Emigra- 
tion affords them, no better or more sulstantial evidence need 
be adduced, than that the petitions signed by thousands of these 
ill-requited but most desenring men, have been presented to 
the Houses of Lords and Commons, breathing sentiments of 
patience and resignation, detailing the most harrowing accounts 
of their unexampled privations and overwhelming destitution, 
and beseeching that they might be aided in their desire to be 
transplanted to Canada, where so many of their countrymen 
were already happily settled, where a sphere for their usefulness 
exists, and where, by their industrious exertions, they could 
maintain their fiimilies in comfort, with the assurance of 
rapidly changing the condition of labourers for that of pro- 



AND COLONIZATION. 43 

prietors, and soon attaining honourable independence. They 
have uniformly and firmly declared their predilection and 
partiality for the Canadas, and the other British provinces 
in North America, as their future home ; and it is to those 
Colonies especially that the labours of the North American 
Colonial Committee would direct the current of Emigra- 
tion from the United Kingdom. Their contiguity to this 
country, and consequent facility of access and cheapness of 
transport, present advantages, as compared with more distant 
Colonies, too obvious to be overlooked. On this head, it needs 
only to be stated that the expense of the conveyance of a family 
of four to British North America does not amount to more 
than that of one person to those remoter regions. Thus neither 
the decrepitude of age, nor the helplessness of infancy, opposes 
obstacles to Emigration to British America ; on the contrary, 
manhood is there enabled to assuage the infirmities of the one, 
and enjoy the smiles of the other. The robust and vigorous 
will not alone be taken away to increase rather than to alleviate 
the anxieties and burdens of the proprietors. British North 
America also possesses no unimportant recommendation, as the 
sphere for Emigration, from the rapid and constant intercourse 
existing between it and this country, which must check, if not 
altogether prevent, false and interested misrepresentations, and 
enable the humblest individual to maintain a frequent corre- 
spondence with the relatives and friends whom he has quitted. 
^' There is an anxious solicitude existing in the British North 
American provinces to co-operate with their fellow-subjects in 
the United Kingdom, in aiding and facilitating every practical 
effort made for directing Emigration to those Colonies. The 
Address of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada already 
referred to, affords a conclusive proof of this ; and a similar 
anxiety has been exhibited in the other Colonies. That this 
feeling will be cordially and promptly responded to in this 
country, the North American Colonial Committee entertain a 
complete assurance. They call upon you to concur in realizing 
this assurance. They invite you to give them the benefit of 
your information and counsel, and the assistance of your con- 



44 FTEIXKATIC EXIG^JlTIOH 

tributions, to difnse vmong all dasss a knowledge of i^ 
orerwhelxxdiig neeeaEitr of affDrdizig a refuge to tbe unonplqved 
poor aad destitute, hj opeoin^ omlets and ianlitiiei for Eazn- 
fratioo, and to poizrt ont the pecnliar adTazuag«*«duch recam- 
mend Brhifth I^onli Ajnerica as so espedallT •■T^g^^ and 
desrable for that purpose. The C ommiiie e entreat yon to 
promote pedtioza to the Crovn and both Honses of Pariixnieiit, 
prarin^ for the speedr adoption br the legslatizre of an ex- 
tended, judSciooS; and weH-regolated system of Emig r a tion to 
those prorinees, and to impress on tout representatrres in the 
Hoase of Commons that there is no dutr more sacred and para- 
mount than that of g*!^ ing effect to this pTajer by their parlia- 
mentarj adroeaer, rotes, and influence. 

^ It is dear that the moment has arrired when it has become 
neeescarj to diffuse all the information that can be obtained on 
this sobjeet, and to fix the public attention on a matter so 
essentiallj important to the empire. Whaterer course it maj 
be thought right to take, it cannot be too strongly impressed 
on ererj one, that the occasion is urgent and critical, and 
the object to be contended for most momentous. It inTolres 
the &te of multitudes of our perishing fellow-subjects here, the 
prosperity of our Colonies, the integrity and substantial inte- 
rests of the Empire* For these hallowed purposes your co- 
operation u invited, and the Committee will be happy to enrol 
you amongst the promoters of objects so charitable, so patriotic, 
so national, so indispensable. 

" Thomas Rolph, Honorary Secretary^ 



Appended to this official document, was the Address of the 
House of Assembly of Upper Canada, already given, and which 
last raluable legacy of that faithful and loyal body ought to 
be indelibly impressed on tbe legislating and governing mind 
of tbe Empire. 

At the close of this session, and prior to my departure for 
Canada, I had the gratification to receive the following testimo- 
nial and letters, which are selected from a great variety of 
others : — 
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" Moyed by the Chisholm ; seconded by Henry Baillie, Esq., 

M.P., and 
^^Resolvedy — That in reference to the commonication made by 
Dr. Rolph, of his approaching departure for Canada, and conse- 
quent resignation of the office of Secretary, this Committee do 
record its deep sense of the unremitting assiduity, earnest zeal, 
and eminent success with which that gentleman has deroted 
his talents and eloquence to difiusing throughout the United 
Kingdom correct information and enlightened views as to the 
position, resources, wants, and value of the British North 
American provinces, and to the advancing of their rights and 
claims on the fostering protection of the mother country. 

*< That the Chairman do transmit to Dr. Rolph a copy of 
this resolution, accompanied by the expression of the high 
estimation in which his valuable exertions are held by this Com- 
mittee, and of its earnest hope that they may speedily be 
adopted by the public service, and thus rendered still more 
extensively available to the promotion of the important objects 
which have directed and animated them." 

" 35, Upper Berkeley Street, Portman Square, 

" June 29th, 1840. 

" My dear Dr. Rolph, — It is with great regret that I hear 
of your intended departure from this country. 

" Was not the object of your voyage to these shores to bring 
about an Emigration which was alike to benefit the mother 
country and her loveliest daughters — ^her American Colonies ? 
Have you not been the means of collecting into a Committee 
many Highland chiefs, landed proprietors, and other interested 
and influential individuals ? Further, have you not drawn upon 
this important subject the attention of the public ? — Having so 
well commenced your work, is it right to leave it not com- 
pleted? — Upon your arrival in the fair provinces, it must strike 
the sound sense, which there is to be found, that He who has 
so successfully commenced the work, is He who should be sent 
back to perfect its accomplishment. I cannot doubt that in a 
few months I shall have the pleasure of seeing you again 
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resume yonr daties at oar committee-room. Wishing you a 
pleasant voyage out, and an accelerated return, I beg to sub- 
scribe myself^ 

** My dear Dr. Rolph, 

** Yours very sincerely, 

" Augustus D'Estb.'* 



" Moore Park, June 5th, 1840. 
" My dear Sir, — Before you leave England to return home, 
I consider it a duty to call your serious attention once more to 
the great and important objects we have in London laboured to 
obtain; you know my anxiety to direct the tide of Emigration 
to Upper Canada, and the success that promises to follow our 
exertions if we actively persevere. The influence of the Colonial 
Society, where the recently scattered powers of Colonial wealth 
and talent has been united into one focus, will, I have no hesi- 
tion in saying, add weight to our exertions. But it is to the 
zeal and activity of the North American Committee, which so 
often and so regulai*ly held its meetings in St. James's Square, 
that I ascribe the progress we have made. The resolutions we 
there passed, and the deputation that waited on Lord John Russell 
have not been in vain. The impression made on his Lordship's 
mind, as well as on the people of Great Britain and Ireland, 
must soon lead to the best results. You witnessed the interview 
at the Colonial Office, and you know the desire of thousands 
and tens of thousands to emigrate from Scotland and Ireland. 
We cannot, however, deny, that many obstacles interpose, but 
none, I believe, that are insurmountable. I need not enumerate 
them, because to you they are already known. What I now 
wish to impress on your mind, is the importance of establishing 
a Committee in Toronto, to aid and co-operate in the important 
objects we have in view. Such a committee will, I doubt not, 
receive the countenance of the Government, and by the assist- 
ance and encouragement it may afford to emigrants arriving, it 
will greatly further our exertions here; whilst by proper ma- 
nagement, it can prevent vast numbers of new comers from 
passing over into the United States. To effect these beneficial 
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objects, much will depend on the measures adopted in Upper 
Canada. Too much caution and judgment cannot be exercised in 
the selection of proper secretaries and agents ; and if the people of 
the Upper Province will take the matter in hand with that degree 
of energy it deserves, they ought not only to appoint an active 
secretary at Toronto, but also one in England to forward and 
receive all necessary communications, to afford the Committee 
here assistance and authentic information, to influence the mind 
of the public, and generally to co-operate with us in bringing 
about an annual Emigration upon a great scale. Having wit- 
nessed your ability, activity, aud zeal, whilst you kindly acted 
as Honorary Secretary to our North American Committee, I 
must venture to express a hope that your friends in Canada 
may prevail on you to accept the office of Secretary, to be 
permanently stationed in London to attend to their interests ; 
and that the Upper Canadians will prove their approbation by 
raising amongst themselves (and this may be done by a very 
moderate subscription,) a salary adequate to the expense you 
must incur, and the importance of the situation you will fill. 
As the chairman of the North American Committee, I felt it a 
duty to watch over and to forward the interests of all our North 
American Colonies, but this in no way debars me from displaying 
peculiar anxiety for the welfare of that province with which I 
happen to be most intimately connected. I cannot conclude 
without expressing a hope, that should you visit Ireland previous 
to your crossing the Atlantic, you will favour me with your 
company at Moore Park as long as your arrangements may 
permit you. — By so doing you will cause much satisfaction to, 

" My dear Sir, yours very faithfully. 

'* MOUNTCASHELL. 

" To Dr. Rolph, &c." 

" 6, Belgrave Street, June 2nd, 1840. 

" Dear Sir, — As I am deeply interested in the promotion 

of Emigration of the superabundant population of many of the 

Highland districts of Scotland, I think that the presence in this 

country of a gentleman like yourself, well acquainted with the 
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Canadas, to which I wish the Emigration of the Highlanders to 
be chiefly directed, woold be of the greatest nse in forwarding 
onr wishes, and in securing the certain reception, good treat- 
ment, and ample emplojrment of onr people, when they arrive 
in our North American Colonies. I should therefore hope that 
you may find it consistent with your other arrangements, to 
return to this country and gire us the benefit of your knowledge 
and experience in promoting a regular and beneficial Emigra- 
tion from the Highlands and Islands of Scotland to the Canadas, 
so long as they may require, and we be able to furmsh, a supply 
of steady and respectable Emigrants to bring those extensiye 
tracts into profitable cultiyation. 

** I remain, very sincerely, yours, kc. 

" Argyll. 
^< To Dr. Thomas Rolph, Secretary to the 

Colonial Committee, St. James*s Square.'* 



" Glasgow, 16th June, 1840. 
^* My dear Sir, — I have heard with pain that you intend 
soon to return to Canada : I do hope this is not the case ; if so, 
what is to become of my poor countrjrmen, and of the tens of 
thousands now eagerly crying out for Upper Canada? You 
have been the means of exciting an attention to the subject of 
Emigration in this kingdom, and especially in Scotland, quite 
unknown before. Tour departure will destroy all our hopes, 
and damp all the exertions now making. I am quite persuaded, 
that if you could remain, or return to us immediately, you must 
succeed ultimately in your noble cause. Canada is most blind 
to their best interests if they allow your return ; and equally 
blind would we be at home, to part with you at such a crisis. 
No Govemment can stand out against the pressure from with- 
out that we shall soon bring to bear upon them, from the 
thousands and the tens of thousands of our unemployed, but 
virtuous and industrious population ; the great mass of the 
people are now learned on the subject ; they must leave Scot- 
land : and if the Govemment do not aid in carrying them away, 
they must build an Asylum and House of Refuge, and feed 
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them. My own humble publication has been the means of 
awakening the poor Highlanders ; they are now crying out for 
Emigration to America, who could not be dispossessed last 
year by the bayonet. Is there no way in which you could be 
appointed to act in Britain for Canada? Your efforts have 
raised a spirit which, if kept alire, cannot fail to reliere u?, 
and send a most valuable addition of settlers to Canada. 

" Forgive me for writing to you thus freely.— It is an 
awfully important subject — much has been done in arousing 
public bodies, and proprietors, and people. Leave us, and, I 
fear, we shall fall asleep again. I at least will stop my pipe, 
and cease to hold out any prospect to the poor Highlanders ; 
but leave them at the mercy of any interested South Austra- 
lians to come and pick out the able, the strong, and labo- 
rious families, and leave us in misery. I write this in haste. 
I wish I was in Canada, and could lift my voice in the House 
of Legislature ; and I would say, * Leave us Dr. Rolph, and 
be you manufacturing hatchets, we shall send you thousands 
upon thousands to use them.' 

" I have sent a dozen copies of the Gaelic Magazine to 
Upper Canada, for distribution among some of my brethren. 
I wish I knew the names and addresses of some of the Catholic 
clergy there who understand Gaelic, and I would send a few to 
them. I am, my dear sir, with great respect and esteem, 

** Yours very faithfully, 

" Norman M'Leod, D.D. 
"ToDr. Rolph, &c." 

After a farewell dinner, which was given to me at Black wall 
by various members of public bodies, and others who appre- 
ciated my serv'^ices in this interesting field of exertion, I sailed 
from London for Canada on the 10th of July, and reached 
Toronto in the beginning of September. 

If I left England, after having zealously devoted my atten- 
tion to the objects of my mission, amidst the warmest demon- 
strations of personal regard to myself, and awakened interest 
in the Colonies whose cause I had advocated, my reception 

£ 
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during the erening many fine overtures, marches, &c. Sec, — The 
stewards were — ^Tlie Mayor, Dr. King, Aldermen Gumett, 
Dixon, Monro, and Stotesbury, Messrs. Stennett, Browne, 
Atkinson, J. W. Gwynne, Mc Eldery, and Barber. 

** The dinner was sumptuous, and served up in admirable 
style, the wines and dessert abundant and excellent, and the 
whole arrangements so complete as to reflect the highest credit 
on the Managers. After the cloth was removed, the Chairman 
rose, and said that custom no less than affection had consecrated 
and sanctioned that toast as the first at the festive and the 
social board, which was most near and dear to a Briton's heart, 
— their Sovereign ; and the present occupant of the throne being 
of the fairer and more engaging sex, chivalry and duty con- 
spired together to give an additional enthusiasm to its charac- 
ter. He would propose the health of 

" Her Most Oracious Majesty Queen Victoria, — three times 
three, and rapturous cheering. The band played God save 
the Queen, the whole company standing. 

" 2. Queen Adelaide and the rest of the Jloyal Family. 

"3. The Governor-General, and 

" 4. The Lieutenant-Governor. 

^' 5. Our worthy and esteemed guest. Dr. Tliomas Rolph, 
the able and eloquent advocate of Emigration from the British 
Isles to these Colonies. 
" Dr. Rolph on rising to return thanks spoke as follows : — 
" Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen — My gratitude and exulta- 
tion at this overwhelming manifestation of your regard is so 
great, as to render it impossible for me to thank you as I desire. 
There is not a single individual amongst you, whose personal 
courtesy would not be received by me as a matter of great 
individual gratification ; but when that courtesy is combined by 
the union of you all, it comes upon me in an overflowing sense 
of your kindness, and of my own incapacity to thank you as I 
ought. But I confess I am glad of this grand meeting, this 
large and noble assemblage, upon other than personal grounds. 
There is an union here, to be seen and felt, which augurs well 
for the future welfare and prosperity of this noble Colony. We 

E 2 
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contemplate with delight the general concurrence of all parties 
in the promotion of great national benefits ; we turn from a 
party to an empire ; and we readily combine and firmly unite 
in the hallowed and patriotic object of adding to the wealth, 
strength, and security of the country, by our conjoint endea- 
Tours to introduce into these provinces the surplus population 
of the parent State. Our earliest, our irrevocable fealty to 
Great Britain makes us the earnest and untiring friends of 
British Emig^tiou. We should regard with dismay and an- 
guish the arrival of that period, however remote, in which that 
great and glorious land should become a stake, for which the 
rival dominions of the world should play ; and the conviction 
has now become fixed and general, that the loss of the British 
North American provinces would be the loss to Great Britain 
of her supremacy on the seas, her commerce in peace, her nur- 
sery in war, and that it would be followed by the reflection on 
her waters in the British Channel of the stars of the new world, 
and the hovering and flapping of the heavy wings of the Northern 
Eagle over her city of palaces. But I turn from this consi- 
deration, to the happier omen offered by this day's enlivening 
spectacle. It was well known to most here present, that suc- 
cessive administrations have recommended, and different legis- 
latures admitted, the immeasurable consequences to these 
provinces of encouraging hither British Emigration. I shall 
not weary your patience, or exhaust your time by drawing your 
attention to the repeated efforts made by them to create a public 
interest on this subject, but confine myself to the declared opi- 
nions of the late Earl Durham on this matter, he says, * I am 
fully convinced of the importance of the objects contemplated 
by you, and indeed deeply impressed with the necessity, with a 
view to the ultimate success of my mission, of encouraging the 
Emigration of people from Britain to this part of Her Majesty's 
dominions, and the investment of British capital in colonial 
improvements ; so that the vast and naturally fertile territory 
intersected by the St. Lawrence and its tributaries may no 
longer present an unfavourable contrast with adjoining States, 
as respects production, advancement, and prosperity. I have 
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issued a commission of inquiry for the purpose of framing a 
general measure, of whicb the whole aim, scope, and tenor, will 
be the promotion of British Emigration, and the improvement 
of these Colonies by attracting to them a portion of the super- 
abundant capital of Britain. I am satisfied that such a policy 
may be adopted with great benefit to the mother countr}% and 
infinite advantage to these Colonies/ Although these senti- 
ments were general, no effort was made to remove the great 
weight of prejudice and ignorance which existed in Great 
Britain, preventing that cordial co-operation on the part of the 
people on which alone the introduction of capital and encou- 
ragement to Emigration depended. An earnest request made 
to me by my late dear, beloved, and ever to be lamented friend. 
Bishop Macdonell, in the spring of 1839, to accompany him to 
Great Britain, to promote that patriotic object which he com« 
menced in early life, and for which he felt the most intense 
solicitude, — ^the removal of his suffering countrymen from hope- 
less poverty to independence, — induced me no longer to hesitate. 
His great weight, his high respectability, his personal worth, 
his extensive influence, his unbounded philanthropy, his endear- 
ing manners, were powerful inducements to engage in the 
labours which I then undertook. I was not insensible to the 
difficulties which opposed themselves to my exertions : want of 
means, powerful prejudices to overcome, nay, more, misre- 
presentations which even success itself too often causes * the 
man who makes a character, to make foes :' to all this I was 
indifferent ; and seeing a vast good to be accomplished, I was 
resolved not to allow 

' I dare uot, wait upon I would/ 

I embarked at once with my venerated and venerable friend } 
and your enthusiastic reception and overpowering welcome this 
day proves how generously you have appreciated and over- 
estimated my endeavour." 

After dwelling upon the great importance of our trade to 
the manufacturing interests of England, as well as to the agri- 
eulturists, I continued : — 
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** The agiicnltuni societies of the United Kingdom feel a 
deep interest in the agricaltnral p rosperity of these prorinces, 
thcT feel and know that their own interests are deeply inter- 
woven with those of the Colonies, firom whence ooIt wonld 
they wish Great Britain to derire her deficiency in the staff of 
life. It Iras at the great agricultural meeting in North Britain 
where I secured the earnest and enthusiastic hand of chiefr and 
heritors who now feel so deep and abiding an interest in the 
wel&re of this country. It was there that the Duke of Rich- 
mond's friendship was secured, and which is likely to proTe as 
beneficial to Canada as that of his illustrious sire, who was one 
of its earliest goTemors, as he was unquestionably one of its 
most deTOted friends. After trarersing the Highlands, meeting 
everywhere the kindest attention and the wa r me st hospitality — 
securing influential, active, and zealous friends, I proceeded to 
Glasgow, a city renowned for the wealth, energy, enterprise, 
and intelligence of its inhabitants, and where I met with the 
most gratifying and enthusiastic reception, and the most efficient 
and useful co-operation. And here too I enlisted in our cause 
that great, that noble, that invaluable man, the Rev. Dr. 
M'Leod — a Christian apostle, a Highland patriot, a distin- 
guished scholar, an ardent philanthropist, a champion for the 
British North American provinces, and the true and abiding 
friend of this particular portion of the British dominions. It 
may not be amiss to observe, that at Glasgow the first com- 
mittee was formed to encourage Emigration to Canada. I men- 
tion this, because some persons were apprehensive that the 
course I felt constrained to adopt in that city was not calcu- 
lated to promote my object; but I assure you, gentlemen, there 
is no disinclination existing in any portion of the United 
Kingdom to settle in this country from apprehension of Ame- 
rican hostility whilst they feel assured of British protection and 
regard. 

*' From Glasgow I proceeded to Ireland, where amongst all 
classes of its generous, warm-hearted, and brave inhabitants, I 
found an increasing conviction of the importance of firmly 
securing the connexion between these Colonies and the parent 



AND COLONIZATION. 55 

State ; and not only a willingness, but an ardour to direct the 
stream of Emigration from Ireland to the British North Ameri- 
can proTinces. - Amongst the most influential converts to these 
patriotic doctrines, I may more particularly mention Lord Clon- 
currvj'and W. S. O'Brien, Esq., the member for Limerick. The 
latter most estimable and intelligent gentleman has recently ad- 
dressed his constituents in the county of Limerick, as follows : — 
^^ ' In adverting to Canada, and Canadian policy, I touch 
upon a subject which has become recently so peculiarly inte- 
resting to us all. Very many thousands of our countrjrmen 
have already settled in that country, and many more are 
destined to And there a happy home. Few cherish more fer« 
vently than I do an attachment to the land of our fathers ; but 
I should not be deterred by a misplaced sensibility, from avow- 
ing my strong conviction that Emigration to the British North 
American Colonies is the best resource for persons of every 
class of life, who find a difficulty in employing their means, 
their strength, their talents, and their industry with profit at 
home. In those Colonies, under proper regulations, there is 
abundant room for all, and those who possess industry, enter- 
prise, and perseverance, are never known to fail. With such 
advantages as they possess, it seems nothing less than a dis- 
grace to the legislature that any portion of an active and 
industrious population should be allowed to suffer, the priva- 
tions to which they are periodically subject — frequently verging 
on absolute famine — whilst at a small expense they might be 
sent to and assisted in a land of abundance. I am therefore a 
warm advocate for Emigration to Canada, and since so much 
zeal has recently been evinced, I have most sanguine hopes 
that parliament in its next session will be induced to sanction 
the adoption on a permanent principle of a well-organized 
system of Colonization.' 

*' I cannot exaggerate the claims which the Earl of Mount- 
cashell has on our gratitude and affection ; it is a subject I love 
to dwell upon, and wliich you will warmly cherish, when I 
inform you that it is his intention to visit this province himself, 
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and aasist in the adTaiaocmcrts of is Esterase. Xor must I 
forget to apprize yoa thar Cxosei Wjndiani is Doblr foilowing 
up what his beneroleat acd praceiy &ifacr so m^saiicen^j and 
patrioticailT cmznaesced, and has dedazed his intention of 
cootpxboting to tiie ncmcst rf his pow to bring gmil^Tig 
prosperitf into our loved and beantinzl pnmnce. Amongn 
oar warm and efficient friends in Ireland, I mnst not overlook 
^'^- Benningham, of Caranana, who is «s anxkms to promote 
Emigration to this conntrr, to e5ert its settlement, and to aid 
m the completion of its public works, as if he were deeply and 
personally interested in their socccss. From Ireland I returned 
to England, to risit some of the rural districts, and attend some 
of the agricultural societies ; but being again strongly urged by 
inany persons in Ireland to rerisit the northern part of that 
Wely island, I did so, and I hope with manifest success. 
From thence I was caUed by a spedal and pressing inritation 
from the Duke of ArgyU to attend the great meeting of 
H%hland noblemen, chiefe, heritors, and others, which was 
held m Edinburgh, for the purpose of derising the best means 
of securing the future Emigration of the Highlanders to Canada. 
Mr, Bowie, our zealous, able, andindefeti^ble friend attended, 
and has continued his valuable and unremitting exertions ever 
Jince in our cause. ]Vot to mention the Duke of ArgyU would 
betray an indifference and ingratitude which I should blush to 
own. But how to speak of him as I ought, I know not ; suf- 
fice it to say, that to the comfortable settlement of his admiring 
countrymen in Canada, from the highest and most exalted mo- 
tives, and to continue his endearing connexion with them here 
as at home, he is desirous of devoting his means, his influence, 
his exertions, and his time. His son, the Lord of Lorn, pos- 
•esses all his zeal and patriotism, with the additional advan- 
tages of youth, and glories in proclaiming his irrevocable 
attachment to these rising Colonies." 

After detailing the origin and progress of the North Ame- 
rican Colonial Committee, already sufficiently adverted to by 
mc in the previous part of this work, 1 continued :— 
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'^ There is one more individual whom I have left to the 
last, on whose heart is inscribed the word * Canada ;' whose 
noble and lofty lineage, whose gallant and chivalrous bearing, 
whose unquenchable philanthropy and exalted patriotism, 
whose concentration of every manly virtue, and every enno- 
bling emotion that can reflect honour on the prince, the 
soldier, and the gentleman, justly and fondly endears him to all 
who have the honour and the happiness of his friendship, — 
I mean the son of the Duke of Sussex, Sir Augustus D'Este, 
who is also a member of this committee, — from the inextin- 
guishable affection which he alike bears to his countrymen 
and to these provinces, and his earnest hope to assist in that 
judicious transfer of the former that shall confer and ensure a 
lasting benefit on both. 

'* Gentlemen, you have no longer that hindrance and obsta- 
cle to Emigration here, which arose from ignorance, prejudice, 
or dislike at home. You have not hostility to encounter, but 
affection to cement and cherish ; you have not co-operation to 
seek, but to reciprocate : there is now no apathy upon the 
part of the British people ; they no longer hesitate to join you, 
as they are sure no receding on your part need be apprehended. 
They are willing to provide for and sustain for a period the 
hardy and affectionate people they are prepared to send amongst 
you. They only desire that you will receive them, and locate 
them. They want to hear of you, to talk of you, to act with 
you, and numbers of them to reside with you. 

^' They see and know that the strength of the British empire 
has been and will still be employed to maintain, lasting and 
unimpaired, the glorious and happy connexion existing between 
us. All are aware that if England could not retain her nearest 
and most valuable Colonies she would Lave no inducement to 
maintain her dominion over those that are remote ; and now 
that steam has asserted its supremacy over winds and waves, 
and brought our father-land so completely within our grasp, 
and the rate of postage so reduced, as to invite a perpetual 
communication with the loved kindred and friends that remain 
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behind, still farther cementins: the onion between the land of 
our birth and the land of onr adoption ; it is to be hoped that 
we shall unite together in thic sjand Datriotic obi ect of Colonial 
inipruf euient and national strength. 

After eulogising the Canada Companr fer their rerr patriotic 
exertions in extending, thronghont the United Kingdom, cor- 
rect knowledge r^arding the resources and capabilities of 
Canada, and their liberality towards myself^ I concladed in the 
following terms : — 

*• Under the fostering exertions of this ralnable Committee, 
a great increase mnst take place in oar numbers. Capital will 
flow into the prorince, and be spent in the promotion of im- 
prorement and the encouragement of indastnr; it will pass 
along our lines of commerce into the hands of fiumers, mer- 
chants, and artisans ; it will keep the hardy labourer employed ; 
it will find its way into the dwellings of the people; it will 
cheer the inmates of the log cabin with substantial and nu- 
tritious food ; it will cause all the sweet and social charities of 
our nature to expand in the joyful contemplation of the hap- 
piness, the comfort, the contentment, and the prosperity of the 
people. We shall see the &ce of nature embellishing and im- 
proring, her asperities softened into Terdant beauties, her hills 
thinned of her woods, and her yalleys teeming with fertility, 
idleness and solitude banished, industry rewarded, and the 
remotest sections of the country benefited and advanced. I 
rejoice we can meet and unite on neutral— on hallowed ground. 
This is no party question, no party movement ; it is a great, a 
glorious national movement, disembarrassed of all political or 
sectarian feelings. It is a charitable co-operation with our 
affectionate fellow subjects at home, in a grand scheme of pa- 
triotism and philanthropy, by which a benefit will be conferred 
on suffering masses of industrious men, who will be rescued 
from periodical famines, by emigration to this country, whilst 
British North America will be raised to that eminence amongst 
England's dependencies to which she is entitled, and Britain 
herself, in extended commerce and unbroken dominion, will 
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reap substantial benefit from the opulence and contentment 
which a sound colonization must produce in this mighty and 
valuable appendage of the British Crown." 

" Loud, rapturous, and continued cheering followed this 
address. 

** 6. The Army and Navy. — Col. Bullock returned thanks 
on behalf of the Army, and the Hon. Captain Elmsley for the 
Navy. 

*^ 7. The United Provinces of Canada, — may their recent 
Union perpetuate our connexion with the parent state, and 
promote the permanent welfare of all classes of Her Majesty's 
subjects. 

** 8. The Sister Colonies, — may their connexion with the 
British Empire be equally permanent and advantageous. 

" The Vice Chancellor, in consequence of indisposition, was 
obliged to retire, and Mr. Sheriff Jarvis was called to the 
chair, when he gave 

*' 9. The health of our worthy President, the Vice Chan- 
cellor. 

" 10. The Landed and Commercial Interests of Canada. — 
Mr. Perrin and Alderman Dennison returned thanks. 

'* 1 1. The Memory of the late good Earl of Egremont, the 
munificent supporter of Emigration to Upper Canada. 

'' 12. The Earl of Mountcashell, President, Arthur John 
Robertson, of Inches, Esq., Vice-President, and the other 
members of that distinguished Association, the British North 
American Colonial Committee, — many thanks to them £ot their 
zealous and valuable support. 

'^ The memory of the late Bishop Macdonell, prefaced by 
some very feeling observations of the Sheriff. 

" The Duke of Wellington, by Mr. Hagarty — Lord Seaton 
— Sir F. B. Head, by Mr. Beard— Sir Robert Peel, by Captain 
Grundy — the Militia of Upper Canada, by the Chairman — Suc- 
cess to Emigration, by Mr. NicoU — Dr. King and the Stewards. 

'' The Company broke up at a late hour, highly delighted 
with their entertainment." 



60 SYSTEMATIC SXIGKATIOS 

Dttrmg tlie dinner, his Excellency the lieatenant-GoTemor, 
Sir George Arthar, transmitted to me the following letter : — 

** Goremment House, 
" Toronto, 15th September, 1840. 
** Sir, — ^I cannot resist the opportonity whieh your retom 
to this coontry affords me, of expressing the gratification with 
which I hare noticed your zealoos and able services, while in 
England, in adrocadng the cause of Emigration. 

** Feelii^ most deeply impressed with the conyiction, that 
the prosperity of this province most materially depend upon 
the acquisition of resources attendant upon the influx of 
respectable and industrious Emigrants firom the mother.oountry, 
I hare watched with much solicitude every event which could 
have an eflBsct upon so momentous a subject: it therefore 
afforded me much satisfiurtion to witness the strenuous exer- 
tions which you made, during your sojourn in Britain, to bring 
the advantages of this fine province to the notice of the British 
population, with the view of turning into it the stream of 
Emigration. 

** I have the honour to remain, sir, 

** Your most obedient servant, 

'* Gno. Arthur. 
" Doctor Rolph, ke. Sec. &c."* 

This public entertainment at Toronto was followed by one 
of a similar character, a few weeks afterwards, at Hamilton, 
the capital of the Gore District. The sheriff, Alexander 
Macdonell, Esq., presided over a very large and influential 
meeting, comprising Sir Allan Macnab, Colonels Gourlayi 
Kerr, Chisholm, tec. Without fatiguing the reader by unne- 
cessary recapitulation, I cannot avoid giving some extracts from 
my speech on that occasion, as reflecting information bearing 
upon the state of the Ck)Iony not unworthy of preservation. 
After thanking the company for their overwhelming reception, 
I proceeded to say :— 
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^* At the period I left this province with my late dear 
friend Bishop Macdonell, Emigration from the British Isles 
was altogether directed either to the United States, or to the 
remoter portions of the British Empire. Every one witnessed 
and lamented it: the House of Assembly, even in its last session, 
addressed the Queen on the subject; but no one seemed willing 
to make an effort to avert the evil, and bring back again to 
this country the very bone and sinew of its wealth, — the super- 
abundant population of the parent State. 

^* For years the defection had been increasing, enterprise 
was arrested, and confidence diminished, until the whole country 
became involved in one wide spread, all-pervading confusion, 
amounting nearly to despair. The population, strictly and 
properly an agricultural one, were called from their agricul- 
tural pursuits, to lay by their ploughshares for the musket, 
and their sickle for the sword. The sail of commerce was 
furled, the wheel of the manufacturer stopped, the blight of 
a depreciated value fell upon the product of our agriculture, 
holding back the arm of labour from its gainful stroke, and 
carrying into every quarter a deep and dreadful gloom. 
Scarcely had the province returned to its former state of peace 
and rest— commerce seeking her counting-house and her mer- 
chandize, agriculture returning to her ploughshare and sickle, 
and husbanding her stores, than at the earnest behest of my 
late venerable and venerated friend, I resolved to make an 
effort to bring back to the country the stream of Emigration 
from the British Isles, which had been diverted to other shores, 
and with it also the superabundant, unemployed capital of the 
parent State." 

After citing many American authorities, proving to a 
demonstration the immense increase of capital attendant on 
Colonization, amongst other examples of its success in Canada, 
I alluded to '* the beautiful and flourishing township of Cavan, so 
justly renowned for the devotion of its patriotic people in 1838, 
which had not had the benefit of the introduction of capital, 
but one person possessed of £500. having gone into it since its 
settlement. But look at its returns, its population, its cultiva- 
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tioiiy its mills, clinrches, seliools, houses, fiurms, and assessed 
value, and then let any one say that people, indostrioos people, 
do not create capital. I might occnpy yonr time for hoars in 
selecting different parts of the province where the same thing 
has occurred, under your own immediate ohservation, hut I 
will allude to hut one, so well known to you all, — the Jersey 
settlement. About forty years since the first settlers had to 
ride or walk through an Indian train to Niagara to procure 
their grist; now behold it, one vast cultivated plain, noble 
farms, extensive bams, fine orchards, excellent habitations, 
with a wealthy body of proprietors. If these men who came 
originally to the country, without the means of purchasing, 
and who had to pay heavy fees, and encounter expensive jonr« 
neys before they obtained their deeds, frequently amounting to 
a sum equal to a purchase, and have done so well, what a 
bright prospect for the future is held out, by the free settle- 
ment on our soil, of our frugal, brave, hardy, and industrious 
subjects firom the British Isles. In this holy undertaking 
philanthropy unites with patriotism in calling out for the adop- 
tion of a systematic Emigration from Great Britain. Before 
the destruction of the kelp trade, the brave and hardy High- 
landers lived well and happily in the romantic glens of their 
lovely Isles : now their condition is so deplorable that it is 
difficult to determine whether we feel as much sympathy for 
their suffering, as wonder at their patience and resignation. 
The population of Rasay, belonging to the M'Leod, are pant- 
ing to come to Canada ; and hear the testimony of that exalted 
character. Dr. M'Leod, in their favour : — 

" * I bear cheerful testimony to their wonderful merits ; a 
more moral, respectful, courageous, enduring, sober, religious, 
virtuous, loyal people, are not any where to be met with on 
earth — actually invaluable for peace or war. Canada ought 
not to lose them.' 

*' Shall we be afraid of receiving such pauper emigrants ? 
Shame on those paupers in spirit who would attempt to raise 
such a debasing howl. Then turn to Ireland, whose condition 
must excite a deep interest wherever the human heart beats 
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with an impulse of Sjrmpathy for the sufferings of a wretched 
people. Never was there a nation, possessing so many noble 
and generous qualities, that has drunk so deeply of the cup of 
bitterness, or been so cruelly afflicted as the Irish. Brave, 
confiding, benevolent, witty, and vivacious, they deserved to be 
the heritors of all that intellect or courage could command; but 
their doom has been one of misery and want, and their sufferings 
have almost surpassed human conception. And will Canada be 
the only British Colony that would refuse them a hearty wel- 
come ? And then England, * my own, my native land,' — I can 
assure my brethren there, as I have already proudly assured 
them — as this kind reception of an Englishman will enable me 
still more confidently to assure them — that Canada will always 
hail rapturously, and cordially welcome a portion of that 
genuine heart of oak which has made England's name glorious, 
and her annals bright ; and it is with great delight I inform 
you that many large and small capitalists from that country 
purpose settling in this; numbers intend visiting it from 
curiosity, pleasure, and information, and many from a desire to 
form an intimate acquaintance with a people who have mani- 
fested such devotion for an enduring connexion with the British 
realm, and to survey, with a Briton's manly pride, that majestic 
chain of lakes and rivers falling into the St. Lawrence, the 
possession of which enables us still to sing — 

* Rule Britannia 1 Britannia rule the waves, 
For Britons nev^r, never will be slaves.' 

Here, also, gentlemen, I may be permitted to obserre, that 
great apprehensions were felt, and many ill-timed and ill-natured 
observations were made, as to the impropriety and impolicy of 
inducing emigrants to come out to the country without any 
provision being made for their reception here. But, gentlemen, 
such never was my object, nor my desire ; but it was my deter- 
mination to force on the attention of the British Government, 
the British nation, the provincial government, and the Cana- 
dian people, the folly, the impossibility of neglecting any longer 
a measure of Colonization, which every Governor of these 
Colonies had pronounced necessary for the happiness and 
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safety of the country, and which every day's delay rendered 
more difficult of accomplishment. What success has attended 
my exertions time will show. But, gentlemen, owing to the 
pressure from without, to the zeal and talent of the Honourable 
Mr. Sullivan, to the unremitting asriduity of Col. Chisholm, to 
the unwearied interest manifested in the cause of Emigration 
by Sir Allan Macnab, to the pledge and address to Her Ma- 
jesty of the House of Assembly during the last Session, to 
the excellent feeling of the Lieutenant-Grovemor, and to the 
power and inclination of the Governor-General, a large portion 
of the most beautiftil, the most fertile, of the public domain, has 
been now assigned and appropriated for the settlement of our 
brethren from the United Kingdom. Blessed with a climate 
singularly agreeable and salubrious, a soil rich in the ex- 
treme ; possessing vast hydraulic powers ; on the margin of a 
splendid lake, abounding with the choicest fish ; having the 
advantage of a noble harbour, screened from every wind, easily 
accessible on the one end to the metropolis of the province, 
and on the other, immediately contiguous to its richest and 
most thriving settlements — ^it may be safely augured that this 
location, now offered to British enterprise and industry, will 
flourish and prove a happy home to tens of thousands of our 
fellow-countrymen from the parent State. 

" The tract of land to which I refer extends from Grarrafraxa 
on the south, to Owen's Bay on Lake Huron on the north. 
At its south extremity it will be connected with the fertile 
lands of the Canada Company, with the townships of Nicol, 
Woolwich, and Guelph ; and with Lake Ontario by a road 
through to Oakville. To the north an easy route is found from 
Toronto, by Yonge Street, to Lake Simcoe, and over the short 
Portage road to Lake Huron. Besides these manifest advan- 
tages, by a reference to the map you will see this land forms a 
portion of that noble tract between the lakes, the broadest and 
deepest surveyed lands in the country — surveyors are now 
occupied in its survey ; a large town plot has been reserved by 
Owen's Bay ; sites fixed for mills with 100 feet perpendicular 
fall of water ; portions have been set apart for schools, religious 
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edifices, and public purposes, — ^the roads throughout will be 
made good and effective, and a chain in width. Agents will 
be stationed there with lists of locations, and to impart every 
description of information ; forty-five bushels of excellent wheat 
have already been gathered from one acre of land in the town- 
ship of St. Vincent ; and to render the whole arrangement as 
judicious and perfect as possible, a wise admixture will take 
place between native Canadians and their fellow-subjects from 
the British isles, by which the kindest feelings will be recipro- 
cated, established, and cherished, — the latter looking for instruc- 
tion in their new occupation from the former well qualified to 
impart it ; and thus by this happy interchange of kindness, the 
emigrant will equally cherish a love for the land of his adop- 
tion, as of his birth, and say— 

' Yet be it still my pride. 
To love the land I live in now ; 
But ever bear in heart and brow ; 

That where our fathers died.' 

Circumstances are again painfully forcing the attention of Great 
Britain to the paramount, imperative necessity of cherishing, 
fostering, sustaining, and strengthening her colonial domi- 
nions." 

After proceeding at great length to point out the value of 
our colonial trade, and alluding to the gratifying increase of 
the shipping arrived at Quebec this year, I concluded my 
observations as follows :— 

" Gentlemen, a smooth and beautiful prospect of future 
advancement is opened before us. The progress the province 
has made, and the enterprise manifested this year, furnish us 
with the most assured hopes of continued improvement ; and 
we indulge in the anticipation that the time is not far distant, 
when this lovely country will furnish no unfavourable contrast 
with those of older date and larger means ; but that it will be 
recognised, under the fostering guidance of Great Britain, as one 
of its nearest, most flourishing, and most attractive possessions, 
and that in its strength and prosperity will be found security 
for the perpetuity of the integrity of the British Empire, and 

F 
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the preservation of Britbh supremacy on the seas. I beg to 
return my most sincere thanks for the enthusiasm you have 
evinced on this occasion. To make the proffer, in return, of 
co-operation with you in the hallowed cause which brought us 
together, — ^the promotion ofEmigration, — ^would be superfluous. 
I made a solemn pledge, at the great Edinburgh meeting, last 
winter, to attach myself irreTOcably to this noble pursuit ; it 
has been a source of unfeigned delight to me, to have aroused 
a feeling favourable to these Colonies amongst a class of indi- 
viduals in Great Britain, who can and will effectually serve 
them, and promote their best interests. I feel deeply inter- 
ested in the advancement and prosperity of this province : 
there is no toil, however severe, or labour however prolonged, 
that I would not cheerfully undergo, to render Canada the 
emporium of British commerce, the sanctuary of British indus- 
try, the field for British enterprise, the storehouse for British 
manufactures, the g^ranary for Great Britain, — ^wherewith to 
supply the deficiencies of her agriculture, the favoured abode 
for her surplus population, and the investment of her capital, 
and her exact model in everything that is great, honourable, 
glorious, and good." 

After many patriotic toasts and patriotic speeches from Sir 
Allan Macnab, Isaac Buchanan, Esq., and others, the meeting 
separated at a late hour, highly gratified with the proceedings. 

At Woodstock, the capital of the Brock District, I had also 
the honour to be entertained at a public dinner, in November, 
by all the elite of that beautiful district of Canada, — the Hon. 
P. B. de Blaquiere presiding. I feel that I have already 
trespassed too long by the quotations from my speeches above 
inserted, to notice those delivered by me at Woodstock and 
Goderich ; but I cannot refrain from giving the following ex- 
tract from the Chairman's speech on proposing my health, 
from the Woodstock Herald^ which gave a full report of the 
proceedings at that dinner. 

'^ The Chairman then called their attention to the toast of 
the evening, and requested a flowing bumper. He said, ' Gen- 
tlemen, it is necessary for me in directing your attention to 
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the great merits, and invaluable services of onr guest, briefly 
to allude to the state and condition of this provuice for the 
three preceding year^, and compare it with the present. Dis- 
turbed within; assailed from without; enterprise arrested; 
commerce checked ; Emigration stopped ; gloom and despon- 
dency prevailing; trade languishing; despair almost existing 
through the mass of the people. At this critical moment, one 
patriotic spirit was found, who, immoved by difficulties, unde- 
terred by prudential calculations, unaided by the province or 
the people, nobly resolved, at his own cost and at all risks, to 
make an effort on behalf of this province, in the United 
Kingdom. Convinced himself that its present peace, its future 
wealth, its lasting prosperity, could only be secured by the 
refreshing and invigorating stream of British Emigration, he 
crossed the Atlantic, and kindled in the breasts of the people 
of England, Ireland, and Scotland, a fervid zeal in favour of 
this Colony, similar to that which pervaded his own. From 
the knowledge which his friends possessed of his information 
and ability, they augured success from his exertions and appeal ; 
but no one throughout the country was prepared for the 
astounding success which attended his efforts, and for which he 
merits the lasting gratitude of Canada. I firmly believe, that 
no individual has done more for the province, and deserves 
better of it ; and assured that you entertain a like feeling with 
me, I propose to you the health of our worthy guest, Dr. 
Thomas Rolph, the champion of British Emigration.' The 
toast was received with every demonstration of regard." 

This dinner, as in all similar instances, was followed by the 
formation of an Association for the promotion of Emigration. 

A like manifestation of affection awaited my arrival at 
Goderich, a new and most flourishing town, situated at the 
confluence of the beautiful river Maitland, on that majestic 
inland sea. Lake Huron. The assemblage was very numerous 
and respectable. And here I cannot resist the gratification of 
giving the speech of that eminent and distinguished individual, 
alike known and respected at home as in the Colony, who 
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presided on the occasion of the dinner^ — I mean Dr. Dunlop, 
member for the County of Huron. In proposing my health, 
he spoke as follows : — 

^ Gentlemen, — ^When any person makes a discovery, or 
is the father of an invention that is beneficial to his country or 
the world at large, strughtway there arises a gabbling or 
hissing, and a flapping of wings among all the geese in the 
pond, who unable themselves to do anything of use to anybody, 
set to work to decry what the successful inventor or discoverer 
has brought to light. One party says, that the thing was so very 
simple that they could have done it themselves, only they did 
not happen to think of it. Another, that centuries before he 
was bom, the thing was known to all the world ; while the 
learned dunce asserts that it ^vas plainly alluded to in Homer 
and Hesiod, and even hinted at in the book of Job. But whe- 
ther all or any of these allegations be true or false, the person 
to whom the world is indebted for a discovery is he who makes 
it known to the public, and brings it into practical operation. 

** It is said that the Marquis of Worcester, in the time of 
Charles the First, understood the steam engine, but it is to 
James Newcommen, the Devonshire blacksmith, that the world 
owes the practical application of steam, and it is to James 
Watt, the Greenock watchmaker, that we are indebted for that 
improvement in that miraculous power, which has produced, and 
is producing the greatest changes in the world that any inven- 
tion, save that of printing, has ever achieved. In like manner 
the Gloucestershire milk-maids were long ago aware of the 
efficacy of an eruptive disease that they contracted from their 
horned charge in preventing small-pox ; yet it is Dr. Jenner 
alone whom the world has to thank for the application of that 
principle which has almost banished from the world the most 
fatal and loathsome disease that ever scourged humanity. So, 
with the labours of our friend, whose health I am about to 
propose, numbers may have thought, and talked, and written, 
on the subject of Emigration, but the gratitude of the mother 
country and the Colony is solely due to him who, at his own 
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risk, boldly threw himself on the undertaking, and by his zeal, 
his talent, and his indefatigable industry, brought it to a suc- 
cessful issue. 

'* The wealth of a nation does not consist in gold and silver ; 
these are but a small part of the wealth of those nations which 
possess them in the greatest abundance. In this country, all 
the bullion coined and uncoined is not equal in value to the 
log shanties that the law does not think worthy of taxation. 
What then constitutes tlie wealth of a nation 7 — ^The number 
of hands that it can usefully and profitably employ. However 
rich the soil, however salubrious the climate, whatever minerals 
may exist in the bowels of the earth, or fish in its waters, it is 
the labour of man alone that must render these available to 
the wants of man ; and that country is the most wealthy which 
to these blessings adds an intelligent and industrious popula- 
tion, capable of deriving tlie greatest benefit from these natural 
advantages. 

^' Look at the land around you : from the flood till within 
a few years ago, it was in a state of nature, and afforded only a 
scanty and precarious subsistence for a few roving barbarians, 
amounting in all to not quite 200 : by the labour of a single 
family one farm can produce more food fit for the human race 
than the whole district did twelve years ago. 

" What then is our obvious policy ? To place every acre of 
it in a way to be made productive, for the much greater part 
of it is just as little productive as so many acres of Lake Huron* 
This can only be done by Emigration ; and I am proud to have 
the honour of proposing to you the health of the man who has 
first set the stone rolling, which will make the wilderness of 
Canada blossom as the rose, which will make the desert yield 
grass for the cattle, and food for the use of man, which in 
short will change a weak thinly peopled country into a rich 
and powerful land — * Dr. Rolph ; and success to his laudable 
endeavours to promote Emigration/ Given with the Huron 
fire, and loud and rapturous cheering, which was renewed again 
and again/' 
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Following this dinner, an Emigration Society for the district 
was also formed. 

The last dinner which I shall notice, was given to me at Brant- 
ford, in the neighbourhood of my own residence, in the month 
of November, my engagements having compelled me to decline 
several invitations. 

"At six o'clock Major Winniett took the chair. Amongst the 
company present were Doctors A. Digby, Marter, and Keith : 
Messrs. Bethune, Buckwell, Buchanan, Coleman, Curtis, D'Au- 
bigny, Goode, W. Lefferty, J. Lefferty, Murphy Morsom, Moyle, 
Richardson, A. K. Smith, J. Smith, Suter, Thomas, Wilkes, &c., 
&c. &c. The room was tastefully decorated with green boughs, 
a handsome Union Jack was placed at one end of it, and an 
excellent efficient amateur band attended and played during 
the evening. After the cloth was removed, the Chairman gave 
the following toasts in succession : — 

" The Queen — Three times three. 

" His Royal Highness Prince Albert — ^Three times three. 

*• The Governor-General — Three times three. 

•* The Lieutenant-Governor — ^Three times three. 

" The Army and Navy — ^Three times three. 

^' The Chairman said, That although he was quite unused to 
public speaking, and on that account must claim their indul- 
gence, he could not merely propose the next toast, as matter of 
form, or as an ordinary one, without remark. He could not 
but make an endeavour to give utterance to his feelings, when 
he witnessed so large and so highly respectable a company as- 
sembled to do honour to that gentleman who was to form the 
toast. We had all lamented the continued decrease of £mi« 
gration to this province, until it had actually dwindled to no- 
thing. It required a mighty effort to overcome the gloom and 
despondency which had generally prevailed. One individual 
appeared, who soon, by his zeal, talent, and exertions, re- 
stored confidence in our resources, and Emigration to our shores. 
He should only re-echo the sentiments of the whole province 
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in saying, that that gentleman deserved most richly the thanks, 
and gratitude, and support of it ; and he should propose, with 
great delight, « The Health of their honoured and distinguished 
guest. Dr. Thomas Rolph, the champion of Emigration.' The 
whole company rose and continued cheering for some time ; 
which having subsided, Mr. D'Aubigny sang • Hail ! to thee, 
England, blest Isle of the Ocean !' 

" On rising to return thanks. Dr. Rolph was greeted again 
with renewed and rapturous applause. He spoke as follows : — 

" * Gentlemen of Brantford, — I have really been occupied so 
much of late in returning thanks for the overwhelming testi- 
monies of regard which have awaited my return in every part 
of the province, that I know not how to vary my language in 
this grateful task. I must be like Sterne, take a word at ran- 
dom, and trust to Providence for the next. I am, however, 
fully sensible of the kindness which has been manifested to- 
wards me this day, and especially for the more than ordinary 
compliments paid to me in the requisition which was sent by 
my friend Dr. Digby, who witnessed the efforts of the North 
American Colonial Committee in London, who attended seve- 
ral meetings, and who induced some of the influential mem- 
bers of his highly respectable family to become members of that 
Association ; and to his zeal and kindness I attribute the pre- 
sent numerous assemblage. Few places have profited more by 
Emigration than Brantford and its vicinity, and few places 
would probably be more benefited by the restoration of it, to its 
largest extent. Connected by a public road, partly macad- 
amized, with Lake Ontario, — by a navigable river, and canals 
with Lakes Erie and Ontario,— on the high road to Lake Huron, 
and surrounded by the richest agricultural district in the pro- 
vince, it combines many powerful natural advantages, only to be 
rendered useful to the people, or the province, by the intiux of 
numbers and wealth. Few people could believe a fact so dis- 
creditable to the province, that whilst nearly every Colony has 
some person to give information to inquiring settlers in the 
United Kingdom, Canada has none. In the city of Aberdeen 
alone, there are several societies for aiding settlement and pub*- 
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lie improrements in Tarions pans of the United States: two 
Companies connected with Ulinois, two with Wisconsin, <Nie 
with Michigan, one with GaleTia. and one fer the General 
States^ called the ^oith American Investment Companr. Why 
is Canada nesriected? ^ot from anr want of affection on the 
part of Scotland towards her— of that I speak nnhealatingly — 
bat solel J from the indifference of the Colony to her own inter- 
ests, and the prosecution of party squabbles. I trust this 
lamentable state of things has passed aw^, and brighter pros- 
I>€cts are unfolding to our gaze. Ererywhere I have been I 
have met at the same table former anta^ronUts, united on the 
subject of attracting Emigration from tbe parent State to this 
Colony. The wise and judicious system of making free gprants 
of hind to actual settlers, will prove an important assistance to 
tbe colonization of this country, and redound to the honour of 
the Governor-General and the Lieutenant-Governor of this pro- 
vince. It will afford unspeakable delight to the people through- 
out the country, that their Excellencies have encouraged the 
societies forming, and formed, for the purpose of promoting 
Emigration, and have promised to assist them by every means 
in their power. It is most gratifying to thmk, that the gentle- 
men requested to act as directors throughout the province, have 
all, but in one solitary instance, joyfully and z^ously under- 
taken their respective offices, — affording conclusive assurance, 
that under such auspices, and by such efforts, Emigration will 
once more gladden our shores, quicken our industry, enhance 
our possessions, stimulate our enterprise, enlarge our commerce, 
facilitate our internal communications, and add permanentlv to 
the peace, prosperity, and welfare of this noble province.' I 
have not attended a party like the present since my return to 
Canada, but I have met round the festive board either indivi- 
duals who met me in the parent State, or those whose friends 
most hospitably entertained me. Of Dr. Digby I have already 
made mention ; and I see a gentleman at this table whose imme- 
diate relatives, the most distinguished merchants in the city of 
Cork, known and honoured for their wealth, intelligence, in- 
flueuce, and probity, extended their great kindness to me. I 
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wish to see the people of this province emulate the conduct of 
their fellow-subjects at home, in prosecuting the task of settling 
this country. I am rejoiced to find that Brantford is about to 
organize for this purpose. 

" * This undertaking should be pursued in a spirited and libe- 
ral manner. Its beneficial consequences to the province all 
admit; and in proportion to the encouragement afibrded our 
friends in the United Kingdom, by the small sacrifice we are 
called upon to make, will it be found, "There is that which 
scattereth and yet increaseth ; and there is that withholdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty." 

" * Some of those captious and querulous olrjectors to every 
thing that does not emanate from themselves, and who take care 
seldom to do anything but find fault with othei*s, shake their 
wise heads, and say it is impossible that single exertions can do 
much to promote Emigration ; it must be a combined move- 
ment ; when a combined movement takes place, then it must 
be a Government movement ; and when they find even a Go- 
verament action takes place, then there is some excuse they 
offer for a continuance of their captious, miserable, and selfish 
opposition. But, gentlemen, it is only by each individual doing 
his utmost in the respective sphere of his exertions, without 
stopping to inquire in what degree others may be disposed to 
co-operate with him, that any great object or extensive good 
can be efiected. The contagion of enthusiasm is such, that one 
example of determination and perseverance, amidst slander, 
misrepresentation, or indifference, through evil report and 
good report, accomplishes much, and quietly and imperceptibly 
moulds the minds of others into a conformity of feeling, and a 
combination of purpose. 

" * If there were difficulties formerly to encounter, there are 
none now. Sharpe, tlie great philanthropist, when he almost 
stood alone in his beneficent career, said there are few difficul- 
ties that hold out against real attacks ; they fly, like the visible 
horizon, before those who advance. A well directed zeal and 
perseverance can perform what appear impossibilities to the 
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cold and indifferent. We shoald not allow oturselres to be dis- 
couraged bj the ^parent dLsproportioa between the resolt of 
single efforts, and the niagnitade of the obstacle to be encoun- 
tered, ^i^otlxing good or great b to be obtained withont courage 
and indostrr. It is knowledge that is the Emigrant's hope, 
solace, and assurance ; for the world must hare remained un- 
ornamented and unimproTed, if men had nicely compared the 
effect of a single stroke of the chisel with the pyramid to be 
raised, or of a sins:Ie impression of the spade with the moun- 
tain to be leyelled, or of the solitary stroke of the axe with the 
forest to be snbdaed. 

"•Gentlemen, I am sratified bevond measure to find the cor- 
dial union which exists in Brontford, as elsewhere, on this inter- 
esting subject. It will do more to attract Emigration, restore 
confidence, and cause the inrestment of capital in the country, 
than can be well imagined ; and in the contemplation of the 
renewed exertion and enterprise that will be consequent on this 
happy union, we shall adopt that motto which has often led to 
victory, and is emblazoned on the flag of the British Isles, 
QftU iep€a'abit?* " 

I hope the British public will not be led to think, in the 
circumstance of my giving these details, that self-glorification 
i^ my object. My life, for the last six years, is identified with 
the morements of a great national question, and these dinners 
are manifestations of the general feeling and deep interest with 
which It is surrounded in the noblest portion of our Colonial 
empire, ?f either were these entertainments, so honourable and 
gratifying to myself, mere matters of course, which passed 
away with the day : they bore practical fruit, by leading to 
the formation of a Cejttbal Associatioit, in the city of Toronto, 
for Emigration, extending its ramifications orer the whole of 
Canada, This body, styled •* TJie Canada Emigration Associa- 
tion" was constituted on the 14th of October, 1840, at a large 
meeting of the Home District, convened by the high sheriff, on 
the requisition of 120 freeholders. Both the Governor-General 
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of Canada, and the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, 
most highly approved of this step, and consented to become 
patrons of the society. At a meeting of the Association, on the 
12th of November, it was 

" IMoved by Colonel FitzGibbon, and seconded by Sir Allan 
N. Macnab, and 

^' JResolvedy — ^That in consequence of the universal confi- 
dence reposed in Dr. Rolph during his recent tour in the United 
Kingdom, by the influential bodies formed there for the pro- 
motion of Emigration to Canada, the respect entertained for 
him by the province in general, and the deep conviction felt 
by this Association in particular, of the value of his services in 
that cause, rendered at great pecuniary sacrifice to himself, 
means be forthwith raised to enable him to proceed to Eng- 
land, to meet the North American Colonial Committee, in order 
to act as agent of this Association in the furtherance of Emi- 
gration to Canada." 

And on the 19th of the same month, the following Address 
was unanimously adopted : — 

" The Directors of the Canada Emigration Association 
having this day assembled, pui*suant to a resolution passed at 
the late general meeting of the friends of Emigration, deem it 
advisable to lay before the public the object of their union, 
and the mode in which they propose that it shall be effected. 

" Their object is to promote the wealth and population of 
the province, by aflFording increased facilities to the settlement 
of persons emigrating from the British Isles; more especially 
by removing those obstacles which have hitherto so materially 
impeded the introduction into this province, and perverted 
into. another channel, those valuable members of society upon 
whom our agricultural and commercial prosperity so essentially 
depends, — the labouring farmers and artizans, without whom it 
is vain to expect that the more wealthy class of settlers will 
bring hither their capital. It is confidently hoped that the 
society's exertions will effect a great increase of happiness to 
the persons intended to be primarily benefited, to be followed 
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very soon by a proportionate advance in valae of the posses- 
sions of those who, with a wise self-interest, shall contribute 
liberally to the cause. 

*' It is unnecessary now to set forth the importance of 
Colonization when judiciously directed. Its advantages are 
manifest; affording to the parent state a corrective to a redun- 
dant population, an extension of its commerce, and a market 
for its manufactures; to the man with capital, who finds in a 
country abounding with it a difficulty in securing a profitable 
investment, it affords opportunities of a rapid increase, without 
tlie risks of speculation ; while, to the Emigrant destitute of 
capital — or, rather, possessing only that best and safest of capi- 
tals, — industry and health, it has proved to thousands a blessed 
change from indigence to independence ; and will so continue 
to all who do not ensure their disappointment by the unreason- 
ableness of their expectations. Its advantages are equally 
obvious to the country which, by its vast resources and natural 
treasures, affords a field for the enterprise of the one class, 
and a reward for the industry of the other. 

" The Association is cheered and supported by perceiving 
how rapidly this conviction has lately extended throughout 
England, Scotland, and Ireland; where men, the highest in 
rank and in wealth, judging accurately from previous results, 
have benevolently united themselves in Societies to enable their 
poorer fellow-subjects to participate in the benefits of Coloni- 
zation : and it is mainly with a view to co-operate with those 
patriotic bodies, that the present Association has been formed 
— convinced as the members are, that, however active indivi- 
dual benevolence may be, its effects may be greatly increased 
by combination and unity of purpose. If any sanction were 
wanting to persons entertaining doubts of the practical good 
and the national importance of the subject, it will be found in 
the elaborate Report of the House of Commons, and in the 
several resolutions and earnest Addresses of our Provincial 
Legislature. 

*' There never was a period in the history of the province, 
when the exertions of an Association like the present could 
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promise such happy results. Great public works have been 
accomplished for the facilitating of social intercourse, and the 
transport of commodities — works which would be deemed great 
in any country upon earth — ^the Welland, the Rideau, and 
other artificial navigations, connecting our inland seas with 
each other and with the ocean ; macadamized roads are in- 
tersecting the province in every direction; other extensive 
works of the same kind, together with railroads, are either in 
the course of construction or intended to be constructed ; the 
statistics of the country, and the inexhaustible capabilities of 
the land, are become tlioroughly known ; and, above all, the 
country is at peace, within and without, and men, by common 
consent, are uniting, by a laudable attention to private good, 
to swell the aggregate of public prosperity. 

** The Executive Government, too, is actively at work for 
.the good of those under its protection, especially in the forming 
of roads and rendering some of the most fertile tracts in the 
country accessible for settlement. It is making preparations 
on a grand scale for those who choose to avail themselves of 
its paternal aid ; but great as is its power, and wise and bene- 
volent as they may be who wield it, there is still a vast amount 
of good connected with the Colonization of this country, which 
circumstances have rendered it impossible for the local Govern- 
ment to perform. It is precisely that deficiency which it is in 
the power of the Emigration Association to supply, if they be 
joined and sustained by the good sense and good feeling of 
the country : nay, even the self-interest of individuals will, if 
judiciously exercised, contribute to the common good. 

** An evil attendant upon the Colonization of Canada, in 
times past, is industriously represented as still existing in its 
aggravated forms, by those who would deter settlers from se- 
lecting this province as their home. It is urged that nearly 
^all the lands within the settled precincts of the province have 
passed into the hands of private individuals ; and that the new 
Emigrant must necessarily go far into the depths of the forest, 
remote from the peopled settlements; where, whatever may be 
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the excellence of his land, he will be remote firom markets, 
mills, or eren roads or the means of procuring labour or sup- 
plies, daring the first years of his residence. 

^ These difficulties hare existed to a great and disheartening 
extent, sometimes so as to induce the settler to abandon his 
possessions. It is true also that a great proportion of the land, 
espedally in the older surreved townships, comprehending the 
choicest locations, in the neighbourhood of roads and navi- 
gable waters, now belongs to private individuals ; and it is this 
very £act that enables the Association to be of the most essen- 
tial service. These tracts are at present unproductive to the 
owner, and if retained in their wild state, with the view to their 
owners obtaining higher prices, would interpose such a serious 
obstacle to the settlement of the country, as might well justify 
the Legislature in imposing a tax upon lands kept unimproved 
from so selfish and narrow a policy. The Association are happy 
in knowing, — ^for many of such proprietors are among its most 
zealous members, — ^that such lands generaUy remain in their 
profitless fertility, only because the hand of man is wanting to 
turn them into productive com-fields and animated pastures ; 
and that if their fellow-countrymen were here to make use of 
them, they would be happy in giving to them portions equal 
to their utmost wants without money and without price; — ^yes, 
and every other aid which could tend to their future advantage. 
And this, too, without any affectation of generosity on the part 
of the members of the Association ; for they are well aware, 
that, by the settlement and cultivation of a portion of their 
lands, the adjoining part will become better worth the pur- 
chasing by future Emigrants, or by the settler himself when 
he shall have become prosperous. 

*^ This system of free grants of portions of private properties 
scattered over the whole province, and therefore presenting 
endless choice of locality, in respect to previous settlement of 
friends, &c., to such persons as have no money to pay, or 
having small means might more beneficially to themselves and 
the country apply them to accelerate the improvement of the 
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landy forms the principal feature in the scale of the Association, 
by which they hope to be useful to their countrymen. But it 
is only one : there are cases, where not only the poor, but even 
the comparatively affluent settler, has had to encounter diffi- 
culties which might well dishearten him, and even drive him 
to abandon his enterprise. Many members of this Association 
have had practical knowledge of the evils which they are now 
intent upon averting from others, and are desirous of giving 
their experience without its price. The establishment of their 
Registry Office for the sale of lands not devoted to the above 
stated object, and for supplying accurate information, statistical 
and otherwise, will be found of great use to such as are beyond 
the necessity of receiving any other kind of assistance ; while 
in locating those who shall be disposed to accept of their land, 
they will carefully avoid the evil before mentioned,— of sending 
them where they will be isolated and solitary ; but under such 
an arrangement as will ensure to each the comforts of society, 
while he is engaged in the first, and in all cases the most dis« 
couraging task he has to encounter — subduing the forest. 

'^ The practical object of the Association is to establish, in 
connexion with the societies in Great Britain and Ireland, an 
effectual system, as well as direct Colonization, as of aid and 
assistance to Emigrants generally, whether rich or poor — sup- 
plying information to the one, and permanent employment or 
locations in land to the other. To such emigrants with fami- 
lies as shall come out under the auspices or with the special 
recommendation of the societies at home, it is proposed to give 
fifty acres each, upon condition of actual settlement and clearing 
a space of ten acres of the front of their locations, erecting a 
dwelling-house, &c. for themselves, and clearing one-half of 
that portion of the road lying in front of the lot of which their 
grant forms a part. The use and possession of this land will 
be secured to them immediately ; and after three years* actual 
residence, and the performance of the conditions above specified, 
a deed in fee simple, without charge, will be given to them. 

" For the convenience of emigrants generally, an office will 
be opened in Toronto for the registration of all lands possessed 
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hj prirste indiridosLk, 'virh docripdais of ihe lots, eanraWBifiPS, 

lieftdfi af^l2tsd£fc)rsale,'for'lea6e,'arfar''&Beseixknien2^inide^ 
toe dxreetiooi of ilus AfioctanoxL, — viik ererr infarmafian eon- 
Metadtherevhii; likdr local pecailjsnies, ^tsaiianiai^^ 
to rosdi, millfy markets. Ice.; liie laaszre of like acjaoent set- 
tJemeszti; liie ccmzttziei from vlikli tlse fien]ezs therein o^^ 
together wiih erefj matttr, the prerioizs kiKm]edg<e of ^riuch 
m&j tei^ to fiare the appHcam the labonr and time of penooal 
Icspeetioiu It if fartLer proposed, that fall abstracts of all 
the abore matter should be plaeed in the hazKls of the different 
»oeietie§ inGreat BiitaiTi, in order that eren there some reason- 
ahlr aeearate information might be obtained before iaw*ang the 
Atlantic* 

^ Books and mbseriptioiis will be opened in ersy town 
and townihip in the prorince. A contribntion ai 2Qf . annually 
will eonstitnte a member, qualified to rote for directors; of 
£\2 10#«, cr a gift of land equiralent in Talne, will qualify 
each eontribotor to be elected a director. 

^ These books will remain open at the different places, and 
returns from time to time be made by the secretaries ; and the 
subscribers of land will be called, when necessary, to make the 
proper conreyances to the trustees for the purposes of the 
Association* 

^ Upon these principles, and with a view to such plan, the 
Association earnestly call upon inhabitants of this proirince to 
contribute in their degree to the cause of Ck>lonization, whe- 
ther by gifts of land or otherwise, in the full confidence that 
in proportion to the good which they shall confer upon their 
country, will be the benefit re-acting upon their indiridual 
prosperity." 

From the spirit generally evinced through the province, 
and also from desires earnestly expressed from highly influ- 
ential quarters in the mother country, in the end of November, 
I had the honour and gratification to receive the official 
appointment from Lord Sydenham, of Agent for the Grovern« 
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ment of Canada for Emigration. In the letter, bearing date 
Montreal, the 25th of November, communicating this appoint- 
ment, the private secretary of the Governor-General acquainted 
me as follows : — 

. *^ His Excellency directs me to assure you that he highly 
estimates the very valuable services which you have rendered 
both to the Colony and the mother country, by your exertions 
in drawing public attention to the subject of Emigration, and 
that it will afford him sincere pleasure to assist you, so far as 
his means admit of his doing so, in the prosecution of your 
individual labours, or to avail himself of your abilities in the 
prosecution of this object on the public account/' 

After regretting the paucity of the funds placed at his 
disposal for the promotion of Emigration, and expressing a 
fervent hope that he might be enabled to obtain from the Crown 
revenues, previous to their transfer to the province on the 
Union coming into effect, additional means for this valuable 
object, his instructions proceeded : — 

" The degree to which this last mentioned course can be 
adopted, must depend in a great measure upon the legislature 
of the province, by whom the extent of public works to be 
undertaken, as well as the distribution of public lands, must be 
regulated : but something may be done by the executive, and 
certainly by private individuals also, who being themselves 
proprietors of lands which are now almost valueless, have the 
strongest interest in promoting the settlement of parts of them, 
with the view of rendering the remainder of value ; and the 
Governor-General will do all in his power, both on the part of 
the executive, and in co-operation with those bodies and per- 
sons who have at last turned their attention to the subject, to 
perfect measures by which the objects which he has designated 
above may be attained. 

" The best consideration which the Governor-General can 
give to the important subject of Emigration leads him to 
believe, that the best means of promoting it, under the circum- 
stances in which the C«anadas are now placed, are, first, to 
encourage the voluntary Emigration of the natives of the 

G 
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British Isles, bj explaining and enforcing at home the adran- 
tages which maj reasonably be expected bj those who will 
thns seek to establish themselTes in this coontrTy and bj assist- 
inst with advice and information, those persons there, who, 
firom motires of benevolence, or with a desire to reliere their 
neighboorhood firom a snperabondant population, maj be will- 
iag to combine, in order to aSbrd the means of transporting 
poor laboorers and their &milies to these shores. And next, 
to take snch measures within the Colonj as shall seenre to the 
Emigrant on his arriral readj means of employment, either 
firom priyate indiridoals, npon pnblic works, or br settlement 
nnited wiih pablic works, as has been already done on the 
Garafiraxm Road. 

^ With respect to the first coarse he has pointed oat, his 
ExceQencT is of opinion that the employment of an Agent in 
England fiurly &lls whhin the intention of the parliamentary 
grant which has been placed at his disposal, and there is no one 
wh<»e serrices in that situation can in his opinion be considered 
more Taloable than yoar own ; especially as he has understood 
firom yoo, that you are of opinion that arrangements might be 
made with Tarioas proprietors in Great Britain, by which not 
only Eougrants would be transported here with their fiunilies, 
bat secarity giren that they should be maintained during the 
first few months, which, as yoa are well aware, is, in the erent 
of th^ settling without capital, indispensable. 1£, therefore, 
the pecuniary remuneration which it will be in his Excellency's 
power to afford for such a purpo^se can be arranged, he will 
hare great pleasore in deputing you to England to pursue your 
labours there daring the ensuinor winter and spring, and if you 
ean atteid him at Montreal, when the matter mar be discussed 
more ftillT, he w3I be haoor to enter on it with tou.* 

Hayinar received this commanication from his Excellencr. 
1 proceeded to Montreal with all diligence, and, en rvmiey the 
Midland District Emigration Society conrmed a meetitig in 
the Court House at Kingston, presided orer by John S. Cart- 
wright, Esq., member for Lennox and Addino^on, on which 
occasion I addressed the meeting as follows : — 
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" Gentlemen, — Previous to my departure from this province, 
in May 1839, I came down to Kingston to join the beloved 
friend at whose pressing instigation I undertook to bring before 
my fellow-subjects in the United Kingdom, the peculiar apti- 
tude of this province for the reception of Emigrants, the 
investment of capital, and the wide field it opened for British 
enterprise. One gentleman connected with the public press, 
present at that meeting, was pleased to express his conviction 
that I was qualified for my undertaking ; and it is most grati- 
fying indeed to me to find that previous to my arrival here, 
that opinion was confirmed by a vote of the inhabitants of this 
town, for which I now return them my sincerest thanks. 

** I have had occasion on so many recent instances to 
describe the existing feeling in the United Kingdom in favour 
of assisting the inhabitants of these provinces, in their patriotic 
exertions to secure the inestimable blessings of extended Colo- 
nization from the parent State, that I am afraid of being tedious 
and repeating an oft told tale; but as it is to produce practical 
results, I trust I shall stand acquitted for directing your atten- 
tion to this important matter. After visiting many parts of 
Ireland, Scotland, and England, forming societies for the fur- 
therance of Emigration to Canada, I was solicited by the 
Colonial Society in London to deliver a public address at their 
rooms on the subject, After having done so, the Earl of 
Mountcashell, and my zealous and patriotic friend. Dr. IfiU, pro- 
posed that we should form an association, under the auspices of 
the Colonial Society, consisting of such members of it as be- 
longed to British North America, and others who felt interested 
in the cause of Emigration to it. We did so, and found to our 
inconceivable gratification that we daily added to our numbers, 
until we had enrolled in this hallowed undertaking the most 
dignified, illustrious, influential, wealthy, independent, and 
patriotic individuals from the peerage, the senate, the gentry, 
the clergy, the bar, the commerce, the manufactures, and the 
agriculture of the United Kingdom. With this patriotic body 
I continued to act as Honorary Secretary, until they were in 
full activity, perfect organization, and permanent fonnation ; 
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intercourse of their respective inhabitants, — the British empire 
is maritime in its essence, and when no longer omnipotent on 
the ocean, is an empire no more. Nowhere is this sentiment 
more cherished, or its yalue more felt, than in British North 
America, whose united prayer is that Britannia may still rule 
the waves. Gentlemen, I am rejoiced that Kingston under- 
stands how much British supremacy depends on British Emi- 
gration. I am delighted at the formation of this influential 
association. Your friends in Great Britain solicited it; in 
their name I thank you for acceding to their request. You 
can do them no greater favour than communicating with them 
constantly; directing their exertions, imparting your expe- 
rience, making known to them your wishes. This delightful 
and necessary alliance opens a vista of coming years of pro- 
sperity and happiness, kindliness and affection: we shall 
behold agriculture flourishing, prosperity accumulating, capital 
increasing, commercial enterprise invigorating, our harbours 
crowded with vessels, our lakes with sails, rail-roads inter- 
secting the surface of the country, fields bearing golden crops, 
and above all, a contented, happy, generous, loyal, and indus- 
trious people." 

On arriving at Montreal, a large and influential meeting of 
the merchants and citizens of that noble city took place at the 
Exchange, the account of which I extract from the Montreal 
Herald of the following day. The Hon. Mr. M'Gill presided. 
After various addresses, the following resolution, moved by 
J. Dougall, Esq., and seconded by J. Matthewson, Esq., was 
adopted. 

" Resolvedy — ^That Dr. Rolph, by his able and unwearied ad- 
vocacy of a systematic plan of Immigration, has conferred a 
great benefit on the provinces, and that the thanks of this meet- 
ing, on that account, are due, and are hereby given to that 
gentleman. Carried unanimously. 

^^ After the applause which succeeded the carrying of this re-* 
solution. Dr. Rolph rose and addressed the assembly as follows^ 
and during its delivery was listened to throughout with marked 
attention, and frequently interrupted by bursts of applause ; — 
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" GenHemesL, — I feel sreatlj obliged to yoa for your nnme- 
rons attecidance this day, for the purpose of adding the weight 
of TOOT character, influence, and co-oreradon to that of toot 
S&IIoir-«3bject5 in the ITpper Prorince, who have constituted 
themsdres into an associaxioa for the promotion of a syste- 
matic Immigration firom the Uniied Kingdom. 

•• The tenerolence and patriotism for which this noble city 
has been erer conspicnous, was a sa£cient guarantee, that an 
object- alike demanilcd bv a sufertnsr w^nilarion at home, and 
a wildemes to people here, cotiIJ not be viewed with indiffe- 
rence br the inhabitants of Montreal ; and seeinrr that such 
deep interest has been erincetL an aJdiriosal inducement will 
now be afforded to the Upper Province to pursue with untiring 
energy their patriotic resolves. 

" I am proud to avaO myself of this opportunity of testify- 
in? to the zeal and alacritr with which his ExcellencT the 
GoTemor-General has a^rded his powerful support and coun- 
tenance to the objects contemplated by Immigration Associa- 
tions, equally by the honour of his patronage, and the earnest- 
ness of his disposition to promote their views. I am grateful to 
his Excellency for bavin? armed me with a power, and placed 
me under a responsibility, that will enable me to prosecute my 
future labours in a manner far more srratifvin? to mv feelings 
than heretofore. !My late venerated and beloved friend Bishop 
Macdonell, whose long and illustrious career, ennobled by every 
grace that could adorn the Christian and dignity the patriot, 
and who has lef^ an imperishable monument in the hearts of the 
people, from the success which resulted firom his early exertions 
in the cause of British Immigration, urged me to accompany 
him to Great Britain^ to restore that confidence in the stability 
and tranquillity of Canada which events had almost destroyed. 
I did so on my own responsibility ; and althou<rh I have been 
called to account bv none but those hostile to Immigration 
altc^ther, and to British Immigration in particular, I am far 
better pleased that I am now to be accountable for the informa- 
tion I impart, and the advice I give. The object of the Asso- 
ciation forming in England b to induce the Emigrating portion 
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of the British community to direct their inquiries as to the apti- 
tude of Canada for their settlement, — to solicit this information 
from Canada, in order to impart it to their fellow-countrymen in 
the British Isles, — to collect means, and adopt measures, in con- 
junction either with the Government, or with bodies in Canada, 
whereby the suffering industrious masses may be settled, — to 
afford such means of subsistence as shall place them beyond the 
reach of want, at the same time carefully guarding against 
their fostering those habits of dependence which nurture indo- 
lence, and prevent that reliance on industry which is a warrant 
for its success, and generally, by every means in their power, to 
establish a system of Colonization, creditable to themselves, be- 
neficial to the Immigrant, advantageous to the Colony, honour- 
able to the empire, and calculated to augment that endearing 
affinity which it is to be hoped will ever continue between Ca- 
nada and Great Britain. 

** In the admirable Report just read to you, it will be seen, 
that of the numbers who emigrated this year from the British 
Isles, there were less from Scotland, from whence most were 
expected, than from other portions of the United Kingdom. 
This arose from the humane anxiety of the proprietors, who, as 
they were willing to aid in the settlement of their tenantry, 
even by encumbering themselves, hesitated to do so, until they 
were assured that either from Government or private bodies 
locations of land could be obtained for them on which to reside. 
The vast territory now offered for settlement, on such judicious 
principles, by the Government, will remove the apprehension 
of the proprietors, and the funds which have been raised by 
private means in Scotland will enable many to take advantage 
of the settlements offered by the Association. Mr. Peter 
Buchanan, the brother of one of the most munificent and inde- 
fatigable of the Vice-Presidents of our Society at Toronto, will 
bear witness that I dissuaded many families from embarking 
from Glasgow last season, who were desirous of coming out, 
until I could satisfy them, that the * reception and provision,* 
which have so much alarmed some persons, was really made. 

" The objects of the Canadian Immigration Association are 
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set fortli ill their Address ; but one of the great advantages 
which will inevitably result from this powerful and patriotic 
combination, will be to force into cultivation some of those fer- 
tile tracts of land which have been secured by possessors, many 
of whom do not even reside in the province, and who hare 
only hitherto looked forward to obtain benefits arising from 
the toil and exertions of others. 

" Through the incitement given, and the means afforded by 
this Association, they will no longer now have either induce- 
ment or pretext to keep back their fertile possessions from 
more industrious hands, leaving them in the wilderness of na- 
ture to become eventually valuable by that very industry which 
they had heretofore counteracted and chilled. Men of small 
capital — a portion of that glorious yeomanry of England, that 
genuine heart of oak, which has made her name illustrious, 
and her annals renowned, and who have not now a full scope 
for their exertions in the overcrowded condition of the rural 
population — would feel it their interest, guided by guarded 
and faithful statements, to embark their small capital in a 
country, where, with common prudence and industry, and the 
advantages now offered by the Association, they will ensure in- 
dependent competence and comparative affluence to their pos- 
terity. In a commercial country like Great Britain, the capital 
carried from it to a Colony is not lost, but increased ; the 
market for their commodities, afforded by a flourishing and in- 
creasing Colony, is a source of wealth far exceeding what the 
same investment could have produced at home ; and the judi- 
cious transfer of her population, and investment of her capital, 
will prove productive of solid advantages to both. The 
yeomanry of Great Britain, whilst they would become the best 
settlers in Canada, would also be the best customers of the 
mother country: robust in frame, frugal in habits, cheerful 
in their deportment, moderate in their desires, assiduous in 
their occupations, essentially British in their feelings and cus- 
toms, I know of no population more to be encouraged, or 
which would be more enthusiastically welcomed than them- 
selves. It is undeniable that gentlemen of good property, 
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unaccustomed to agricultural pursuits, and the unavoidable 
difficulties of a new country, having embarked their whole 
means in their first outlay, have e:xperienced much disappoint- 
ment. This class I would earnestly dissuade from exhausting 
their whole resources in their first outlay, and caution them to 
reserve a sufficiency from whence they can draw an annual 
income to supply those wants which they have been so accus- 
tomed on others to depend. The hardy and industrious yeoman 
has difficulties and hardships to encounter in the first subjuga- 
tion of the forest, — for these all ought to be prepared; but these 
difficulties and hardships are all at the beginning of their 
course, and can be triumphantly surmounted by British arms, 
as the Huron and Newcastle Districts amply testify. Instead 
of looking forward to an increase of them, with an increasing 
family they diminish; instead of regretting the past and 
dreading the future more and more, each succeeding year their 
prospects become brighter, and their resources more abundant. 
Year after year the forest recedes before the persevering culti- 
vator — fresh fields are clothed with com or herbage — stock 
multiplies — increasing produce enables more improvements to 
be extended — the log hut is converted into a comfortable 
dwelling, and the unproductive thicket into a well stocked 
farm. Turning from individual to national views and interests, 
it is impossible for any statesman to undervalue the transcen- 
dant importance of Canada to the Crown of Great Britain, 
whether viewed as a commercial, military, or naval station ; or 
of feeling a deep conviction that, in other and in adverse hands, 
it would prove destructive of British supremacy. — ^The position 
of Montreal itself is almost demonstrative of that fact. Con- 
nected with Europe by the Ocean, with the larger portion of 
the Continent of America by the lakes, it is the natural halting 
place between the East and West, tli ; iiiglnvay and thorough- 
fare to both ; and its increased and increasing commerce arises 
from its. being the emporium for the manufactures of Great 
Britain and the agricultural produce of America. This noble 
province has this great British recommendation, that it is well 
fitted to become the land of our children, the land of our 
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terprise, adding alike to the glory , strength, and importance of 
the maritime interests of the empire. Sustained in these exer- 
tions by the Government, impelled by self-interest, prompted 
by powerful combination and co-operation, the time has arrived 
when Canada must be settled, and the perpetuity of its con- 
nexion with the British realms secured." 

Whilst at Montreal, and previous to my departure, I re- 
ceived my official instructions from the Vice Chancellor of the 
province, the President of " Tlie Canada Emigration Assoda" 
tiorij" from which I give the following short extract : — 

" Toronto,l^th December y 1840. — Sir, — You will be pleased, 
on your arrival in England, to place yourself in communication 
with the North American Colonial Committee, and such other 
Societies or Associations as are or may be formed, for the pro- 
motion of Emigration from the British Isles to Canada." 

With these plenary powers, I proceeded to England. The 
inhabitants of the eastern townships assembled at Sherbrooke, 
on my arrival on the morning of Christmas Day, to deliver a 
congratulatory address to me, and to express the most cordial 
and entire concurrence in the views and objects of the various 
Associations formed in Western Canada, and their hearty desire 
to co-operate with them. On this occasion I also made an 
address, which was warmly received; after which the following 
resolution, moved by H. Armour, Esq., and seconded by Col. 
Gordon, was unanimously adopted: — 

''That the thanks of this meeting are due to Dr. Thomas 
Rolph, for his able address this day delivered, explanatory of 
his views on the subject of Emigration, and for his past exer- 
tions in bringing within the notice of the British public, the 
vast resources which these provinces present for the employ- 
ment of the superabundant capital and population of Britain." 

Thus finished my labours for the year 1840. The Emigra- 
tion to Canada this year showed the gratifying amount of 
22,234, being an increase of nearly 16,000 on the preceding 
year. 



1841. On the 1st of January, 1841, I sailed from Boston^ 
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and arrired in England about the 15th of that month. On the 
SOthy the first meeting of the North American Colonial Com- 
mittee took place at the rooms of the Colonial Society, St. 
James's Square, the Earl of Moontcashell in the chair. On this 
occasion I resumed my duties as Honorary Secretary, and gave 
a very lengthened narratiTe of the interesting proceedings 
which had taken place during my yisit to the Canadian pro- 
yinces, and of the uniyersal joy which had been diffused through 
their length and breadth, by the information which I had had 
the pleasure to lay before them. After hearing the statements 
which I had to make, W. S. O'Brien, Esq., M.P., rose, and said 
it was quite unnecessary in him, after what tliey had heard to- 
day, and what they had witnessed last year, to pre&ce the re- 
solution which he intended to propose by any lengthened 
obsenrations ; but haying been always a zealous friend to Emi- 
gration, and seeing now so good a prospect open to their exer- 
tions, mainly through the instrumentality of Dr. Rolph, he 
should propose : — 

** That this Committee congratulate Dr. Rolph on his re- 
turn to this country, as the accredited agent of the Canadas, 
and to express their confidence in his ability, perseverance, and 
integrity." 

Colonel Sir Duncan Macdougall, Knt., seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

During the month following, at a meeting of the Commit- 
tee held on the 3rd, which was numerously attended, John 
Bowie, Esq., W.S., addressed the Committee at great length 
on the alarming condition of the Highlands, and Mr. Justice 
Hagerman, of Canada, on the policy of relieying it by exten- 
siye Immigration to North America. It was also resolved that a 
Sub-Committee should be appointed to report on the progress 
of Immigration to North America. 

Accordingly, the following Report was drawn up and 
adopted, viz.: — 

" The Sab-Committee appointed to report on the progress 
of Immigration to the British North American Colonies, are 
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enabled to state with much satisfaction the following, as the 
result of their investigation : 

** There was a large amount of Immigration from Great 
Britain to her North American Colonies during the past year, 
when upwards of 23,000 persons arrived at Quebec, and more 
than 7,000 at the port of St. John's, New Brunswick. Of the 
Immigrants who arrived at various outports and at Cape Breton, 
Prince Edward's Island, and Nova Scotia, no official returns 
have been made, but taking the aggregate number that landed 
in British North America during 1840, the numbers were very 
considerable. 

'^ With regard to the Immigration of the last as compared 
with the preceding years, the result is also highly satisfactory. 
The British subjects who Immigrated to Canada in 1840, more 
than doubled in amount those who proceeded to the country 
during the years 1838 and 1839 taken together. 

*' In 1838 there were 2,938 who landed at Quebec. 

1839 „ 7,439 do. 

1840 „ 23,190 do. 

At St, John's, New Brunswick, the only port besides Quebec 
from whence an official report is furnished, there arrived in 
1838, 893; in 1839, 3,103; and in 1840, 7,777.* 

" In the British North American provinces 6,000,000 acres 
of land have been surveyed for settlement, and about two* 
thirds of that quantity have been granted. A small proportion, 
not one-tenth part, of this granted land is as yet brought into 
cultivation ; and there is room for 20,000,000 of inhabitants, 
instead of about one million and a half who are at present scat- 
tered over the above expanse of territory. 

" The Committee are gratified to learn that a powerful feel- 

* " In furnishing the official reports of last year, his Excellency the Governor- 
General of British North America thus expresses himself: — 

" ' The general result of these reports I consider as highly satisfactory. Tlie 
Emigration during the past season, as I had anticipated, has greatly exceeded that 
of the last few years : the Emigrants appear to have been universally well con- 
ducted, and several of them are possessed of considerable property. The great 
bulk have settled iu these provinces, and there is every reason to expect that they 
will do well.'' 
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ing still exists amongst raiioiis classes to avBil tfaemselTes of 
the advantage these proTinces hold out to perseTering industry, 
by emigratiDg to them. 

'* The Immigrants who arriTed in the provinces, last year, were 
greatly needed, and speedily employed ; and the yast increase 
in their numbers was hailed as a satisfiictory and triump hant 
proof of the re-established confidence of the inhabitants of the 
British Isles in the stability and resources of British North 
America. But beneficial alike to the mother country and the 
Colonies as this exchange of population must prore, it fidls far 
short of the individual and public benefit that would be gained, 
if some sound and comprehensive system were adopted, by 
which the good already effected may be continuously carried 
forward on a scale commensurate widi the vast field for indus* 
try, enterprise, and the investment of capital, which these 
provinces present. 

" In the province of Upper Canada alone, of 17,000,000 
acres of surveyed land, not more than 2,000,000 acres are 
cultivated, the great bulk being entirely neglected. Notwith- 
standing so much has been left undone, the province has still 
materially advanced in wealth and population during the last 
thirty years. In 1 8 12, the population was but 70,000 ; in 1820, 
105,000, — about three-and-half to a square mile. It is now 
500,000, or eighteen to a square mile, an increase of nearly 
five times in twenty years, — a result very mainly attributable 
to British Immigration. 

^' With so much land unoccupied, a healthy climate, and a 
productive soil, the Committee hope to draw public attention 
to these unquestionable advantages, and to invite some portion 
of the superabundant capital and overflowing population of the 
British Isles to these favoured dependencies of the British 
Crown. 

^* During the past year, the commerce of Canada increased 
in a most encouraging degree. The tolls on the Welland Canal 
exceeded by one-third those of any preceding year, and trade 
and enterprise generally indicate a healthy return of commerce, 
and exhibit sufficient and satisfactory proof of entirely re- 
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established confidence. The proportion of import duties paid 
to Upper Canada in 1839 amounted to £61,000, showing 
nearly £2,600,000 as the value of goods imported from Great 
Britain in one year. If the population of this one province, 
about 500,000, are now consuming British produce or manu- 
factures to that amount, what vast benefits may be expected to 
follow a copious Immigration from this country 1 Apply the 
same principle to the other provinces, and take £4 per head as 
probably the average amount of manufactures exported from 
Great Britain annually for each Colonist — how ought this to 
stimulate Her Majesty's Government to assist the desire of 
thousands to remove themselves and families to those countries 
where they would at once become contributors to the wealth of 
the parent State ; still more, employment would be afibrded at 
home for many able-bodied men who are now a burden to 
themselves and to this country, because labour cannot be 
obtained. Although sixty millions of acres have been given as 
the amount of surveyed land in British North America now 
available for settlement, and as capable of maintaining a popu- 
lation of twenty millions as any country in the world of like 
extent, there is a vast territory beyond the above ready for 
occupation, whenever those districts or provinces most acces- 
sible to the Atlantic are disposed of. 

'^ The Committee are in possession of authentic informa- 
tion, that so great was the demand for labour last year in 
Canada, that although numbers of Emigrants arrived there late 
in the season, having met with long passages at sea, their 
oppoi*tune arrival enabled the farmers to reap their abundant 
harvest, which could scarcely have been secured without addi- 
tional aid. 

" The Immigrants were chiefly employed and retained be- 
tween Montreal and Toronto, few having gone further west, 
although the demand there for labour was very great, and 
remains still unsupplied. 

*' The Committee are further gratified in being able to cor- 
rect a mis-statement made without a proper knowledge of facts, 
— that ' swarms of persons re-emigrate from Canada to the 
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United States/ Comparatively but few did so in 1840, and 
those were of that migratory kind that for a long time settle 
nowhere ; bat during the last year, from the testimony of the 
Grovemment Emig^nt Agent at Kingston, Upper Canada, it 
appears that a valuable addition was made to the population of 
Canada ; for although some British subjects proceeded to the 
States, a great number re-emigrated from that country to 
Canada, bringing with them the fruits of their industry, in 
order permanently to settle within the jurisdiction and under 
the authority of Great Britain. To this gratifying fact the Com- 
mittee are most desirous of drawing public attention. 

^' The Committee are of opinion that great good will arise 
from the recent and very general formation and establishment 
of Emigration Societies in Canada, of which the principal Asso- 
ciation is at Toronto, the different districts acting in conjunc- 
tion with it. Their object is to furnish correct information to 
every description of Emigrants upon their arrival in the country, 
and as far as possible to render assistance to such as may be in 
need. They will collect information respecting all properties and 
lands for sale, lease, or rental, with the terms ; and statements, 
and descriptions of those lands held by individuals, who, in 
order to bring them into market, and enhance their value, have 
surrendered parts of their lots on condition of building, clear- 
ing, and cultivating a portion. 

^' Many large allotments of this sort have been made to the 
Emigration Societies in Canada for the objects specified. By 
the exertions of the respective Branch Associations, a vast fund 
of information will be collected, before the opening of the navi- 
gation, of the highest importance and value to the stranger 
Emigrant. Those wishing to purchase, lease, or rent farms or 
lands, or those who wish to procure employment, will know, the 
instant they arrive, to whom to apply for the necessary and 
authentic information. 

^' The healthy and industrious agricultural labourer, with 
prudence, temperance, and perseverance, may be sure that in a 
few years he will be in comparative affluence. Agriculture is 
the principal occupation of the country, as may be seen by the 
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following extracts from a recent Address from Upper Canada 
to the Queen : — 

^* * The cultivation of wheat is undoubtedly the object to 
which, more than any other, your Majesty's subjects inhabiting 
this fertile region are destined to devote their exertions. The 
climate and the soil are alike favourable to its growth ; the 
labour which it requires, furnishes ready employment of the 
most desirable kind to the multitudes which emigrate annually 
from the British Islands ; and while, in each year, it converts 
thousands of acres of barren wilderness into fertile fields, it 
supplies to a numerous, intelligent, and loyal people that oc- 
cupation which is of all others the most favourable to virtue 
and happiness, and to that manly independence of character 
which is necessary to the preservation of rational freedom. 
Whenever a period occurs in which the farmer obtains a fair 
price for this commodity, prosperity is everywhere visible ; he 
is encouraged to extend the sphere of his industry by reclaim- 
ing larger tracts from the wilderness ; the lands of the pro- 
vince immediately rise in value; our fellow-subjects from 
Europe are led to employ their capital in a pursuit which yields 
them an adequate proHt ; an increased consumption of British 
goods produces a revival of trade beneficial alike to the parent 
state and to the Colony ; an augmented revenue affords us the 
means of prosecuting those improvements in our roads and 
inland navigation, to which the inhabitants of Upper Canada 
are so much tempted by the national advantages held up by 
a kind Providence to their view, as any people that can be 
named.' 

" Powerful inducements to men of moderate fortune to 
settle in Canada, exist in every township and district. Small 
improved farms are to be met with at moderate prices, and 
favourable investments of capital can be made with the secu- 
rity of certain enhanced value. 

** A fresh impetus has of late been given both to public and 
private improvement, through all the British North American 
provinces, by the happy establishment of a safe, frequent, and 
short communication by steam with the parent state. In 

H 
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Canada this energy bas been particularly manifest. Contem- 
plated works on a large scale, under the sanction of the Exe- 
cutive Government, will create a great demand for labour; 
while it may reasonably be expected that in the United Legis- 
lature of the two provinces, hereafter to be known under the 
former name of Canada, there will be a concentration and con- 
currence of resources, and many great improvements will no 
longer be delayed by sectional difficulties or dissensions. 

** The Committee think these encouraging prospects are quite 
sufficient to justify a continuance of their exertions ; and with 
the favourable disposition already evinced by Her Majesty's 
Secretarv of State for the Colonies, and several members of the 
Imperial Parliament, towards the objects and purposes of tliis 
Association, and Emigration in general ; and with the prepara- 
tions making by the Colonists themselves for the reception of 
Emigrants; and, above all, from the enlightened and active 
policy of his Excellency the Grovemor-General of British North 
America, they think they may safely congratulate the Associa- 
tion on the cheering prospects that invite them to a renewal 
of their valuable labours." 

This document was presented, together with the following 
Memorial, to Lord John Russell, Principal Secretary for the 
Colonies : — 

The Memorial of the North American Colonial Com- 
mittee OF London. 

" Sheweth, — ^That the North American Colonial Committee, 
consisting of gentlemen associated for the purpose of promoting 
the Colonization of the British provinces in America, have re- 
solved, after mature consideration, to submit to your Lordship 
the following statement of their views witli respect to this im- 
portant object. 

^' We assume, that in the Highlands and Islands, as well 
as in some of the manufacturing towns of Scotland, that in par- 
ticular employments and particular districts of England, that 
throughout almost every part of Ireland, many thousands of 
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our fellow-countryinen are not only unable to obtain through- 
out the year such wages as. will afford them those means of 
comfortable subsistence which every industrious man may fairly 
expect in exchange for liis labour, but are often reduced to the 
extreme privations of the most afflicting destitution. 

" We assume further, that in the British provinces of Ame- 
rica there exists a demand for labour which has not yet been 
fullv satisfied ; that the industrious labourer can there obtain 
good wages and the means of comfortable subsistence; that 
there being many millions of acres of the most fertile land still 
uncultivated, land is so cheap that the exercise of industry and 
frugality enables the labourer to purchase a small estate in fee 
after a short residence in these provinces, and thus to become 
an employer of labour, so that the demand for additional hands, 
instead of decreasing with the supply, undergoes ^ constant 
augmentation. 

" Proceeding upon these two assumptions, which cannot 
be controverted, we respectfully submit, that it is the duty 
of the statesmen of Great Britain to aiford to the Mother 
Country and to the Colonies the aid which they respectively 
require, by transferring the superabundant population of the 
United Kingdom to those Colonies in which they will be wel- 
comed as producers of wealth, instead of being repelled as a 
burden upon the community, and in which their labour will be 
adequately rewarded. 

" We are quite sensible that such an undertaking must be 
conducted with the utmost caution ; that if a greater number 
of Emigrants should be conveyed in any one year to the Colo- 
nies than can be there beneficially employed, the result will be 
most disastrous to the individuals emigrating ; most burdensome 
to the Colonial community, as throwing upon their charity a 
population dependent upon them for relief; and most dis- 
couraging to future Emigration, in the re-action produced at 
home by accounts of the misery and suffering which would have 
been in such case endured. We are also sensible, that it is not 
sufficient to convey the Emigrants to the nearest port in the 
Colonies, and there to leave them unaided by further guidance 
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the number which could be absorbed by the provinces of British 
America, for whom provision will require to be made in the 
manner hereinafter suggested. 

*^ The present is a moment peculiarly favourable to an ex- 
tensive Emigration. The harvest of last year was most abun- 
dant in North America, and consequently provisions are, at the 
present moment, both cheap and plentiful. The advantage of 
Emigration has never been so strongly felt by the intelligent 
inhabitants of these Colonies. In several districts, particularly 
in Upper Canada, Associations have been formed for the pur- 
pose of facilitating the reception of Emigrants from the United 
Kingdom. With a view to encourage the settlement of Emi- 
grants in Canada, several landed proprietors have signified 
their willingness to place at the disposal of these Associations 
extensive tracts of land. They have also deputed Dr. Rolph as 
their agent to this country for the purpose of stimulating Emi- 
gration, and in this appointment the Colonial Executive has 
concurred. The last act of the legislature of Upper Canada, pre- 
vious to its final dissolution, was the adoption of an Address to 
the Crown, praying that measures might be taken for promoting 
Emigration upon a large scale to the Canadian provinces. 
Under all these circumstances, we are justified in believingi 
that when the Canadian legislature shall assemble, there will be 
no indisposition to entertain favourably any propositions for the 
encouragement of Emigration, which shall be founded upon an 
equitable basis, and guarded by a prudent caution. 

^^ We respectfully submit, that the time has now come when 
such a proposition may be made with advantage by the Execu- 
tive Government ; and as we are assured that your Lordship 
cannot be indifferent to the opinion of a body of gentlemen 
who are much interested in the Colonization of British America, 
we beg to suggest, as the basis of such a proposition, the fol- 
lowing apportionment of the expenses of Emigration between 
the different parties interested : — 

'^ 1 . That the Emigrant should find the means of conveyance 
to the port of embarkation^ his outfit and provisions for the 
voyage. 
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several dl^dnirt iareresrs are ccncer:ie»i hi the Emi^radoo of the 
rmev.iylojftd poor of the United Kh:g^-:ai- 

•* L In rlie first place it s a martisrof ,r^ccem to the Britisii 
ftatzon at larre, that an IrniiTiJsai, irho is comrellrf br cbmni- 
9tan#*<9 o^er Trhich he has no ei:varrr>L to remain xiile at home, 
ihoQld be transferred to a liei«i in whioh hfs actrre Tigoar and 
prodsetive indostrr beciiDe elements of the political and com- 
meraal greatnesi of the British empire. In reference to the 
peeiillar ciretnnstances of Canada, joor Lordship will feel that 
th^re are coaslderations of political expediency, inToIring, per- 
haps, the rerr connexion of these Colonies with the parent 
State« which make it advisable to promote the immedhite settle- 
m^»t in tho^ provinces of a pDoolation warml v attached to the 
in%u*ntum% and interests of Great Britain. These considera- 
ti/vnf alone would jiistifj the application of a portion of the 
$f^»^al rerenoe to the promotion of Emigration to British 
*Vr/rtb America* 

** 2* It is not necessary to point out the benefit which 
-Wffuhl re^irjlt to the Emigrant himself, from his transfer to the 
(^}Umifi%^ because the whole of oar reasoning is based upon the 
A^^ininption that this change of home would greatly improve 
hin corKlition« Tliere is no member of our Association who 
would adrocate Emigration apon any other supposition. When 
wf! mtffi(f!nt that the Emigrant should be called upon to eon- 
tribnfe »onie portion of the expenses of the Emigration of his 
family, we are fully aware that, in many cases, the labourer 
would be unable to contribute out of his own funds such pro- 
portion ; but we think that few cases exist in which he would 
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find himselfunable to make up tbis amount by the aid of his 
friends, employers, or landlord ; and in such case it would 
be competent for the guardians of any union to make the 
required contribution out of the poor-rates. Tlie advantage 
which would result to the district to which dn unemployed 
family belongs, froiii their removal, is obvious and immediate, 
because so lonsr as ther are unable to earn their own sub- 
sistence, they must be relieved either by public or by private 
charity. 

" 3. The Colony to which the labourer emigrates is also 
deeply interested in this transfer of our unemployed population, 
and ought, therefore, to contribute its share of the expense. To 
say that land is of no value without labour, is only to repeat a 
truism which no one will contradict. We think it unneces- 
sary, therefore, to expatiate upon this topic. We are satisfied 
that the provincial legislature will gladly contribute the pro- 
portion of the expense of Emigration which ought to be borne 
by the Colonies. The funds available for this purpose have 
frequently been pointed out in the discussions which have taken 
place on the subject of Colonization, and their appropriation to 
this object has received the sanction of those who would be 
contributors to these funds. 

" In the first place, it is desired that in British North Ame- 
rica the whole of the proceeds arising from the public lands 
shall be applied to the promotion of Emigration. We do not 
think it necessary to state the arguments by which this principle 
of Colonization is sustained. We confine ourselves to the 
simple assertion that the same considerations which have con- 
vinced your Lordship that the land fund of the other Colonies 
should be appropriated to the conveyance thither of labour, 
apply with equal force to the case of the North American Co- 
lonies of Great Britain. 

*' Another fund available for the purpose of promoting 
public works, and an accompanying Emigration, would arise 
from the imposition of a tax upon land, — payable either in laud 
or money. If such a tax be paid in land, it will place at the 
disposal of the Executive, sections of land in various parts of the 
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pnmnees, which will became applicable to the seitlemoit of 
F.m: grants, and a gradaal surrender of sach sectiofB of land on 
the part of those who do not think it their interest to p^ even 
a triding assessment opon them, will tend to dnnrnT^h the erils 
which hare been fofxnd to arise from profnse and improTident 
grants of large tracts id tenitorj to indrridoals who hare pos- 
sessed neither the means nor incIinaticHi to brins^ thent vnder 
caldrarion. If^ on the other hand, the tax be generallT paid 
in moDer, it will be seen that eren a trifling aaBeasment will at 
once create a fond available for the promotion of pnblie works 
and Emigration. 

** A tax of one halfpenny per acre levied upon all the lands 
of British 2(^orth America which hare been alreadr granted, 
woald produce upwards of £SO,000 per annum ; and this fund 
would continually increase, in propcvtion as the public land 
now undisposed of should be appropriated by individuals. 

** Upon this rerenue above a million sterling could be at 
once raised, or such lesser sum as may from time to time be 
required for the improTement and settlement of the districts 
from which the tax mav be levied. We have reason to believe 
that if the provincial legislature should consent to the impo- 
sition of such a land-tax, there will be no difficulty in raiang, 
among the capitalists in the city of London who are connected 
with the provinces whatever amount may be required, pro- 
portionate to the security so afforded,^-on the strict condition 
that this fund shall be applied to the purposes above specified. 

^ In urging your Lordship to recommend to the provincial 
legislatures some such proposal as that which we have ventured 
to suggest, it has g^ven us great satisfaction to observe that 
tliis proposition much resembles that which has been already 
submitted by the Commissioners of Land and Emigration. In 
their report, dated the 25th of April, 1840, we find that they 
advised that £50,000 should be applied, out of the general 
revenue, in aid of Emigration to British North America. 

** They recommend that half the expense of the passage of 
the Emigrants should be defirayed by the Government, the 
other half being borne by the Emigrants themselves, or by the 



AND COLONIZATION. 105 

parties locally interested in their removal, whether landed pro« 
prietors or poor-law unions ; that the Emigrants should make 
their way to the port of embarkation at their own cost ; and 
that, upon their landing in the Colony, they should be imme- 
diately placed under the guidance of the Colonial Emigration 
Agents, whose duty it would be to convey them to those parts 
of the Colony in which certain employment awaits them. 

** We do not concur with the Commissioners in thinking 
that the Emigrant should be called upon to contribute any por- 
tion of the passage money, because many Emigrants would be 
found unable to provide such contribution ; and we deem it of 
the utmost importance that Emigrants should have at their 
disposal, on landing in the Colony, any funds which they may 
be able to command, — ^but we think that the expenses of outfit, 
provisions, and conveyance to the port of embarkation may 
fairly be thrown upon the Emigrant. In other respects, we 
are happy to find that the views of the Commissioners are almost 
entirely in accordance with those of our Committee. 

'* It ought to be observed, that, by placing the stream of 
Emigration under the superintendence of a responsible board, 
much of the sufiering and danger to which the Emigrant is 
now exposed from the designing practices of some of the ship- 
owners and masters engaged in the conveyance of Emigrants, 
as well as from the employment of unsafe vessels, would be 
obviated, and thus the Emigrant would be placed under a pro- 
tecting care from the port of embarkation to the place of his 
ultimate location. 

" We have only to add in conclusion, that, in soliciting 
assistance on the part of the State in aid of Emigration to Bri- 
tish North America, it is very far from our wish to deprecate 
similar assistance towards promoting the settlement of the 
other Colonies of Great Britain. We regret to be compelled 
to believe that there are in the United Kingdom, a number of 
industrious men of good character unable to find employment 
at home sufficient to supply the utmost demand for labour that 
can for several years exist in the various Colonies of Great 
Britain. We therefore claim no partiality for British North 
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America; bat in viewing this subject with reference to the 
interests of the Mother Country, it cannot be forgotten, that, in 
conseqdeiice of the nearer vicinity of the American Colonies, a 
contribution on the part of the State, which would only facili- 
tate the conveyance of hundreds of the iihemployed poor to 
inore distilnt settlements, would aid the Emigration of thou- 
sands to British North America. 

•* We have now laid before your Lordship, in as brief a 
form as we could adopt, without omitting particulars which we 
deem it important to mention, a distinct prOpdsal for the con- 
duct of Emigration to British North America. It has not been 
adopted hastily, but is the result of much consideration ; and 
we leave it in your Lordship's hands with a feeling of perfect 
confidence, that, as a British statesman, you are deeply sensible 
of the value of Colonization as a means of increasing the power 
and resources of the great empire whose colonial interests have 
been intrusted to your charge. 

" MouNTCASHELL, President. 

'• Argyll. C. Franks. 

Dunmore. G. B. Robinson. 

Blayney . J . Mc Lean . 
Jos. De C. Lafian, Bart. L. Robinson. 

G. P. Scrope, M.P. R. P. Crooks. 

W. S. O'Brien, M.P. A. Head. 

A. D'Este. W. Hagerman. - 
The Chisholm. W. Ifill. 

D. McDougall. J.Hughes. 

N. Mc Leod. Geo. Wyndham. 

B. Mc Leod. 

" Thomas Rolph, Hon, Secretary" 

Upon the same day that these documents were presented to 
the Colonial Minister, I formed also one of a Deputation, con- 
sisting of the leading Members of all the various Land Com- 
panies connected with British America, praying for such a 
disposition of the Crown Revenues of the various Colonies as 
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would enable public improvemeuts to be carried on, and their 
settlement promoted. 

The memorials and petitions of 1840 having had no prac- 
tical issue, on the 1 1th of February, H. Baillie, Esq., M.P. for 
Inyerness-shire, and one of the active members of the North 
American Colonial Committee, made a motion in the House of 
Commons for ** the appointment of a Select Committee to en- 
quire into the condition of the Western Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland, with a view to affording relief by means of Emi- 
gration," which was granted* This Committee was composed 
of the following members : — 

Mr. H. Baillie. Mr. Tufnell. 

Mr. Robert Stewart. Lord Teignmouth. 

Mr. Edward EUice. Mr. Robert Pigot. 

Mr. Thomas Mackenzie. Mr. Colquhoun. 

Mr. Cumming Bruce. Mr. Ward. 

Mr. William Mackenzie. Mr. W. S. O'Brien. 

Mr. Ewart. Mr. Dunbar. 

Mr. Prothei-oe. 
They assembled for business on the 26th of February, and 
the 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5tl), 9th, and 10th of March, on which several 
days the following witnesses were examined, viz. — Mr. Bowie, 
W. S., Robert Graham, Esq., Mr. Charles Robert Baird, Rev. 
D. Norman M'Leod, D.D., the Rev. John M'Leod, Mr. 
Evander M'lver, and myself. 

A day or two after my examination I proceeded to Scotland, 
at the earnest desire of upwards of sixty Emigration Societies 
that were enrolled for the purposes of mutually assisting each 
other to remove to Canada. On the 16th, I attended a large 
meeting of delegates from the said Societies in the Town Hall 
of Glasgow, and addressed them at great length. The Lord 
Provost filled the chair. The Rev. Dr. Me Leod, and various 
other gentlemen delivered their sentiments on this occasion. 
It was then unanimously resolved to prosecute sedulously any 
plan that would have for its object the safe removal of the 
redundant population of the British Isles. Whilst at Glasgow, 



I rftceiTeel sm hiTicariaa friot 3^gII 3farrn?m, Eiq.,, of Faltal- 
IviiL, to proved to KHaiartuu 20 addrcs soca of ids tsnntrr 
» fiilt (ieara«» of PHBo^ia^- Ir b TiwrfT^'^g t» saj wick what 
pleaure I a ce e tiggi to tse icqTiesc <k cnfs mo^ baeroLcxit and 
exeetleBt gwi-^^nwnr^ wtiaae warax-bflBroel phrfantfiropy is 
e«p«kllj U> be IP I ly mini xm due great Impmt e ia cnt of Ids extes- 
si^e estates in ArrHeshire as in die comSbrta&Le sextlement 
and aetpnred iadependenrp of t&e iiumermis xmfiridiials Ite so 
mnnincextdir ^f^isotd to renrrye to Wcstera Caz:ada- Dtmnz 
this risir to Scodand, I al^o airended and addressed a meeting 
at Paisler* 

The Committee of die Eoose of Commons on Emigration 
eondnoed their sittings on the llih, I6th, 17th, and 19th of 
March, on which dajs 3Ir- Andrew Scott, 3Ir. Alexander 
Kenneth Mackinnon, the H«i. Chrxst(^»her Alesando' Hager- 
maa Tone of the Jadges of Canada), 3Ir. Alexander >IacdonaId, 
Mr. Thomas Knox, the Rer. Robert Me Pherson, and Mr. 
Dnnean Shaw, were examined. The Committee made their 
FiasT Repobt to the Hoose of Commons on the 26th of March, 
which was ordered the same daj to be printed with the minntes 
of the evidence taken. The following is a copj of the Re- 
port: — ^"Al though your Committee hare not yet collected 
safHcient eridence to justify them in reportiDg finally npon the 
sereral points to which their attention has been directed, they 
hare considered that they shall best discharge their dnty by 
submitting to the House that portion of the evidence which has 
already been received, and which (imperfect in some respects 
as it necessarily is) may have the effect of showing the great 
importance of the subject they have endeavoured to investi- 
gated—the urgency of the distress that periodically prevails in 
the Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland, arising mainly 
from the excessive population, — and also of calling the serious 
attention of the House to the necessity of considering some 
efficient remedies to alleviate the existing evils; amongst 
which, that which appears, from the evidence, to be of primary 
importance, is a welUarranged system of Emigration, in order 
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to relieve the present state of destitution » and as preparatory to 
any measure calculated to prevent a recurrence of similar 
distress.** 

After a tour through several agricultural districts, I re* 
turned to London. On the lOth, 13th| and 18th of May, the 
Select Committee sat, when Charles Franks, Esq., Samuel 
Cunai*d, Esq., Mr. Murdo Mackenzie, the Duke of Argyll, 
and myself, were examined. And on the 24th of May the 
Committee made their Second Report, which, together with 
the minutes of evidence, was ordered by the House to be 
printed. 

In the valuable Report with which they concluded their 
labours, they stated :— 

*' Your Committee have already reported to the House 
their opinion, that a well-arranged system of Emigration, in 
order to relieve the present state of destitution, and as prepa-> 
ratory to any measures calculated to prevent a return of similar 
distress, would be of primary importance ; and they now beg 
leave to add, that it seems to them impossible to carry such a 
system, upon so extensive a scale as would be necessary, into 
effect, without aid and assistance from the Government, accom- 
panied by such regulations as Parliament may impose, to pre- 
vent a recurrence of similar evils. It has been stated to the 
Committee, that the province of Upper Canada alone, and 
without reference to other portions of our North American 
Colonies, might annually absorb 10,000 labourers, implying 
an Emigration of 60,000 souls ; that 30,000 actually arrived 
in Canada last year, at least one-half of which number were 
absolutely destitute, and although no extraordinary means 
were taken, they have all found employment. It was further 
stated to be to the advantage of Emigrants, even with small 
capital, to be employed for the first two years as labourers, 
rather than at once to be located upon land. It has appeared 
in evidence, that the people, being fully aware of the impos- 
sibility of finding adequate subsistence at home, are now most 
anxious to emigrate ; and your Committee have considered it 
to be their duty to call the attention of Government to the sub- 
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ject, from tbe concarrent tastimoiiy of all the witnesses leading 
tbem to lielieTe that the country is not only liable to a return of 
such a visitation as that which occurred in the years 1836 and 
1837, but that, in the nature of things, it must recur ; that the 
population is still rapidly increasing, in spite of any check 
which the landlords can oppose, and without any corresponding 
increase in the natural prodnctiyeness and resources of the 
country/* 

The Minutes of Evidence contain a mass of published testi- 
mony concerning the nature and extent of destitution in Scot- 
land, which ought to be in the hands of every person taking an 
interest in the social state of that kingdom. Here it is impos- 
sible for me to do more than refer, in the most cursory way, to 
the details recorded. From Mr. Bowie's evidence, it appears 
that there are upwards of 500 unassessed parishes in Scotland ; 
that many of the Highlanders wpuld rather starve than receive 
public relief; and that an assessment is anxiously avoided, for 
fear of demoralising them. Mr. Baird, Honorary Secretary to 
the Glasgow Relief Committee, in 1837, stated that the Com- 
mittee had come to the unanimous conclusion th&t Emigration 
was the best thing for the Highlanders ; that it would be very 
difficult to introduce poor-laws into some of the islands ; and 
that there is a great want of capital both amongst the landlords 
and tenants. Mr. Franks showed that 337 persons or families 
who had gone out, under the auspices of the Canada Land 
Company, with no capital, have now upon an average £334 
each, most of them being employed as labourers. The Hon. 
Mr. Hagerman, one of the Justices of the Queen's Bench in 
Upper Canada, spoke as to the success of the Emigrants who 
had gone out from Irelancl — considered that an extensive set- 
tlement in Canada of able-bodied people from this country 
would reduce the necessity of sending out troops — bore testi- 
mony to the good character of the Highland settlers who had 
gone to Canada, in respect of industry and general conduct — and 
gave some valuable statistical details as to the Colony. Mr. 
Knox, Chamberlain of Lewis, considered there would be an 
advantage in removing 6,000 or 7,000 souls from that island, 
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and would recommend the proprietors making an annual sacri- 
fice to the extent of one-third of the expense. Mr. Mackinnon 
showed that distress was very great in Skye in the years 1836 
and 1837, a large mass of the population being in a state of 
utter destitution, and that the people there are very much 
inclined to emigrate to North America. The Rev. Dr. M^Leod 
mentioned that the rental of the island of Tyree was £3,000 
a-year during the time of the kelp trade, and is now nearly 
nominal ; that 400 families pay no rent, and others only 2Qs. or 
40^. a-year. He spoke of the successful results of Emigration 
from the island of Rum, and stated his conviction that similar 
results might be anticipated in other places. Further, he stated 
that the population of the Western Highlands had doubled 
since 1745. He considered a compulsory assessment for the 
poor, on the English system, would ruin the landlords, and 
cause the immediate ejectment of the people. And finally, 
beiqg questioned as to whether he apprehended ^ recurrence of 
the visitation of 1836 and 1837, he answered — *^ I have an 
awful terror of its return, for a failure in the potato crop of 
any given year must produce it." Finally, from the evidence 
of the Cuke of Argyll, it appears '' that the estates of several 
of the landed proprietors in the West of Scotland were very 
much encumbered ; that Emigration would most undoubtedly 
tend to relieve the landlords from part of their embarrassments ; 
that Emigration, if well managed, would be the most advan- 
tageous mode of relieving the population ; that upon the prin- 
ciple of self-interest, he had the greatest reason to suppose 
that other landed proprietors would in general promote Emi- 
gration to the utmost of their power ; that from his estates in 
the island of Tyree, he considered 2000 souls ought to be 
removed, if a comfortable situation could be assured to them, 
and 1000 souls from another of his estates in the island of 
Mull ; that be was willing to contribute at the rate of 3Qs. per 
head, but not in one year, to aid the removal of the said 3000 
souls ; and that supposing the landlords were to furnish one- 
third of the expense of clearing their estates, he considered it 
would be to their advantage, because they would sooner get 
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intoaproperarnngenient with regard to the rizeof the fiums, 
and reeetre the retom of a good rent for land for which they 
hare no rent. 

During this period the Xorth American Colonial Committee 
were aedulonslj panning their exertions in fhrtherance of the 
oljeets fiyr which thejr were organized. At a meeting on the 
20th of June, Arthur J. Robertson, Esq., of Inches, presiding, 
the Chairman stated ** That he had addressed a letter to Sir 
Bobert Peel, requesting permission for a deputation of the 
Committee to wait upon him, in compliance with the sugges- 
tion of the Duke of Argyll ; that Sir Robert having appointed 
an hour to receive the Chairman, he had waited on him, and 
that the following was the result of the interview : — Sir Robert, 
although unfavourable to the principle of leg^islative grants for 
purposes of Emigration, was inclined to believe that an excep- 
tion might be made in reference to the immediate objects of 
the Committee, on account of the destitution which was repre- 
sented to exist in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, conse- 
quent on the reduction of the duty on barilla, and the import- 
ance of contributing to the maintenance of the integrity of 
British North America, by encouraging extensive Immigra- 
tion from the United Kingdom : he suggested that petitions to 
both Houses of Parliament, dwelling prominently on these 
topics, and praying for a legislative gprant, should be presented 
from the principal proprietors of the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland ; that the Committee should endeavour to prevail with 
the Goverment to give effect to the prayer of the petition; and 
Sir Robert encouraged the hope that it might receive his sup- 
port." 

In compliance with this suggestion, petitions were, in the 
month of July, presented to both branches of the legislature, 
but no practical result followed. 

Notwithstanding the Report and Petition just referred to, 
the Address to Her Majesty of the Commons' House of Assem- 
bly of Upper Canada, in February, 1840, urging some Govern- 
ment plan for the encouragement and direction of Emigration 
from the United Kingdom to the British American Colonies, 
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aud the representation made to the Colonial Minbter in the 
spring of that year, by the deputation of Highland proprietors 
and others, who placed in his hands the Memorial of the in- 
fluential meeting held in the Hopetoun Rooms, Edinburgh, 
already given, that Session passed over without any effective 
measure having been propounded on the subject. This fact, 
combined with the urgency of the wide-spreading distress, sug- 
gested the necessity for an organized association of a commer- 
cial nature, which should form a permanent bond of union and 
co-operation for all those on either side of the Atlantic inter- 
ested in Emigration and Colonization. Two years previous to 
my introduction to Sir R. Broun, in December, 1839, that 
gentleman, in conjunction with various influential parties, had 
matured a plan for an institution of this description, whereby 
the rights and objects of the Scottish Baronetage should be 
revived. But the outbreak in Canada, the death of King Wil- 
liam IV., and the unsettled state of the Melbourne ministry, 
had severally intervened to suspend proceedings for this im- 
portant end. From the period, however, of my return to Eng- 
land, as the accredited Agent of the Government of Canada for 
Emigration, the subject of forming a Public Company en- 
gaged our mutual and earnest attention. Being invited by Sir 
R. Broun to join him in laying the foundations of an institu- 
tion which would give permanency and effect to our isolated 
exertions, and unite the large and influential connexions for 
which we severally had the honour to act, I entered cordially 
into an agreement for that purpose. At the period of my first 
acquaintance with that gentleman, I was not, indeed, clothed 
with the oflicial appointment which two Governors-General of 
Canada subsequently reposed in me, but from the preceding 
narrative it will be seen that my mission was considered a 
public one by the whole British population of Canada. On the 
other hand, few men held in England a more prominent posi- 
tion than Sir Richard Broun. As Hon. Secretary to the Ba- 
ronets, he was connected with the most numerous class of the 
old hereditary nobility of the three kingdoms, an Order ex- 
pressly erected to promote the Colonization of British North 

I 
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.America; but, besides this, he was one of the Hon. Secretaries 
of the Central Agricultural Society of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, a body he had mainly founded, and which enrolled about 
eighty of the principal local agricultural associations, and many 
hundreds of the most talented and influential members of the 
landed interest. Of Sir R. Broun*s qualifications it is unne- 
cessary for me to speak; and yet recent erents will excuse my 
glancing at them. Few individuals hare deroted more atten- 
tion to that important range of subjects which aggregately form 
the Home Condition Question, or laboured more assiduoasly to 
concentrate upon it public thought. Strongly attached to Bri- 
tish principles, the protection of home and colonial industry, 
and the purity and maintenance of the monarchical institutions 
of the State, his serrices in those causes hare gained for him a 
consideration which will long surrire those passing clouds of 
calumny which the fall of the British American Association 
created, and which have only suspended for a time the prose- 
cution of views which eminently concern the happiness and 
welfare of the stricken and prostrate peasantry of the British 
Isles. These concurrent circumstances led to the formation of 
the British American Association; the objects of that body being 
the Settlement and Colonization of the waste lands of our North 
American provinces by the suffering redundant population of 
the United Kingdom. Had this Society been successfully esta- 
blished, it would have combined the elements of utility to all. 
To the landlords of the United Kingdom it would have proved 
beneficial in clearing their estates — to the landowners of Ca- 
nada, by peopling and settling them — ^to the capitalists, who, 
joined with the Canadian proprietors, a certain and profitable 
investment of their capital — to the Colonists, as planting an 
invaluable yeomanry within their borders— and to the mer- 
chants, mariners, and manufacturers of Great Britain, the ine- 
vitable benefit of extended trade and commerce. The whole, 
therefore, of this season was devoted by myself, in conjunction 
with Sir R. Broun and others, to form a public Company for 
these combined purposes. Repeated meetings bad been held — 
a Constitution matured — a prospectus drawn up — ^the Duke of 
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Argyll had consented to be President — ^arrangements had been 
made that a deputation should proceed to Ireland and Scot- 
land, to announce the formation and obtain the concurrence of 
the people of those countries, when I receiyed a letter from Lord 
Sydenham, requesting my immediate attendance in Canada. 
In the month of August I left England, and, on my arrival in 
America, heard, to my inexpressible regret, the melancholy 
news of his Excellency's death, which took place at Kingston, 
Canada, on the 19th of September, the day I arrived at New 
York. 

After attending the funeral of this lamented Statesman, 
whose premature loss had spread a deep gloom throughout the 
provinces that had become united under his administration, I 
proceeded to visit the beautiful seignories lying on the north 
shores of the St. Lawrence, which I earnestly hoped would have 
become the scene of the first operations of the Association 
whose foundation I had just assisted to establish. Their aug- 
mented value since that period, from the transfer of the seat of 
Government to Montreal, renders it doubly mortifying that any 
check should have occurred to interrupt this enlarged and de- 
sirable institution. 

After leaving the seignories to proceed to the west, I found 
on my arrival at Montreal, that a meeting of its citizens had 
been convened to present me a congratulatory address on my 
return. A very numerous assemblage of the merchants took 
place at the Exchange, when the address was presented to me 
by the mayor of the city, the Hon. P. M'Gill, on which occa- 
sion, amongst other topics, I alluded to the arrival of the 
Islanders of Lewis, and expressed my hope that the dread of 
"pauper" Emigration would not chill their zeal, or render 
them less energetic in attracting as many as possible of the 
British race to settle in the province, and proceeded : '* Can any 
one traverse the eastern townships, and behold its thriving and 
industrious population, their neat homesteads, and their im- 
proving condition, and remain doubtful as to the beneficial 
effects of industry, even unaided by capital ? Every portion, 
however, of the American continent bears ample testimony to 

l2 
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the incalculable benefit and blessings accruing from the esta- 
blishment and introduction of an industrious population ; and 
no estimate, however extravagant, can be formed of its inmiea- 
surable advantages to this province in particular. But this 
year it has not been a 'pauper' population only that has 
found its way into Canada ; I am quite convinced that more 
capital has been introduced into this country, during the pre- 
sent year, than in any one year since 1834, and that it is but 
the prelude to still further investments from the enterprising 
portion of the people of Great Britain. When it is considered, 
that at the commencement of the spring a general apprehen- 
sion was entertained that hostilities with our neighbours was 
inevitable, and that the Great Western had, in anticipation of 
such an event, advertised an alteration of her route from New 
York to Halifax, — ^when it is further remembered that it was 
but the first legislative year of United Canada, — that alterations 
were in contemplation aifecting its commerce, — and, above all, 
when more serious embarrassments were felt in the monetary 
community in Great Britain than for many preceding years, I 
confess that I see great and sincere cause for congratulation at 
the progress which, under such circumstances, has been made 
this season. I wish not to be misunderstood relative to pauper 
Emigration : I am quite certain that great good resulted from 
the wide circulation given in Great Britain to your valuable 
Report of last year, and that it tended in no small degree to 
correct many evils which it forcibly pointed out. Shortly after 
my arrival in England, I received requests from the several 
Emigration Committees of Glasgow and Paisley, to meet them 
in Scotland. Instantly, and unhesitatingly, I complied with 
their desire ; and to convince you how unwilling I was, that, 
by any eflForts of mine, your shores should be crowded with 
destitute emigrants, I implored all that had not sufficient 
means to convey themselves into the interior of the province, 
or maintain themselves for some time after their arrival, to re- 
main behind. At Glasgow, Paisley, and In the Highlands of 
Scotland this was my fervent advice to them; and immediately 
previous to my departure from England, they again renewed 
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their correspondence with me, informing me of the efforts they 
were still making for the ensuing year, enabling me again to 
renew my exhortations, and affording me the opportonity of 
reading them a portion of an admirable letter which I had just 
then received fi^m Mr. Buchanan, of Quebec, well calculated 
to prove, as I trust it will prove, of great service to them. I 
regret that there should be any instance of departure from the 
essential requisite to successful Emigration ; but I am bound in 
candour to declare, that I have read some letters recently from 
the eastern townships, announcing the arrival of 229 poor 
Scotch people from the Island of Lewis, in a state of great des- 
titution, and without any provision being made for them by 
their landlords. 

*' The valuable settlers in the eastern townships have long 
complained that the whole tide of Emigration has been directed 
to the west, leaving neglected their splendid and extensive 
domain. At a recent meeting of the American Land Company 
in England, the Deputy-Governor declared that * all that was 
required was to obtain settlers on the land.' It is therefore to be 
hoped, that this healthy, industrious people, will still prove, as 
anticipated, successful good settlers in that interesting portion 
of this province. The unparalleled sufferings of these unfor- 
tunate people in their native isles, renders them eager to em- 
brace any opportunity to exchange their present fate, and trans- 
port themselves to those parts where their fellow-men have suc- 
ceeded. But it is needless for me to expatiate on the earnest- 
ness with which their landlords seek to render the change as 
little onerous as possible to the community amongst whom they 
wish them to settle ; as any one who reads the evidence of the 
Duke of Argyll before a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, will be fully convinced of the great sacrifice his 
Grace is prepared to make to secure the comfortable transfer of 
the surplus population of his estates from Scotland to Canada^ 
But if these Highlanders recently arrived in the eastern town- 
ships, and who cannot, it appears, speak a word of English, require 
some temporary assistance this season, I am sure there are not 
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wanting hearts to render them assistance, and retain them in 
the country. 

** One other subject, certainly, excited a deep and thrilling 
interest in England, on which it was impossible to remain pas- 
rire— one on which I dare not now trust myself to speak — ^the 
case of our fellow-subject M'Leod. I felt as a British subject, 
and hope that I spoke and acted like one. I did no more ; 
nothing should have prevented me from doing less. Before 
concluding, I cannot but revert to the signal loss this province 
has recently sustained by the death of the Governor-General. 
When on a visit to his brother, in Wiltshire, I had an oppor- 
tunity of hearing a portion of his correspondence read to me, 
which abundantly proved the deep solicitude he felt for the 
welfare of this province, and his conviction that the Union 
would be productive of the greatest good. He was delighted 
at the progress of the first year's legislation under the Union, 
and at the appearance of harmony between the eastern and 
western sections of the province, which seemed springing up. 
And really, when contemplating the boundless resources of this 
noble country, the vast reciprocal blessings which may arise 
from our happy union with the parent state, the benefits which 
a well regulated transfer of the people may mutually impart, 
when a thorough confidence shall be felt in the stability of our 
institutions, inducing a free investment of British capital, we 
must all hope that the old principle of ^divide and conquer' will 
for ever be discarded, by the lasting establishment, under the 
new order of things, of * unite and be happy.' " 

I concluded by expressing my grateful acknowledgments to 
the meeting for the kind and attentive manner in which my 
observations had been listened to ; and by assuring the meeting 
and the inhabitants of Montreal in general, that I had infinite 
pleasure in having so early an opportunity in first communi- 
cating to them the results of my late successful mission to the 
mother country, in relation to a subject in which the whole 
Empire was so deeply interested. 

On my return to the city of Toronto, a very numerous meet- 
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ing of its inhabitants, presided over by the sheriff, assembled 
to welcome me on my return, and receive from me my annual 
report. From the published account of the proceedings given 
in the Canadian journals, I extract the following portions of 
my address delivered on that occasion ; — 

** Gentlemen, — It would have been indeed most gratifying 
to me, after nearly a twelve months* absence, to have congra- 
tulated this province on the success of the Emigration Asso- 
ciation had it proved a sgreat, as I had fondly anticipated, and 
to have found that but one feeling existed as to its obvious 
utility ; — for although, to the transfer of the seat of Govern- 
ment, and the consequent dispersion of many of the members 
who were present, and took an active part in its organization, 
I am disposed to attribute its declension ; yet it is to be deeply 
deplored that an Association which commenced so well, which 
was honoured by the distinguished patronage of the late Go- 
vernor-General, and which promised to have been so valuable, 
should not have received more countenance, encouragement, 
and support, throughout the province, than it has done. The 
prospectus and address of the Association was widely disseiui- 
nated at home, excited much interest, and gave such satisfac- 
tion, that it was copied into many of the principal newspapers 
and journals throughout the United Kingdom. 

" It was a source of deep regret to me to learn, soon after 
my arrival in England, that the Association had been deprived 
of the valuable support of a gentleman, one of the members of 
this city, whose munificence and zeal had been always con- 
spicuous in the promotion of Emigration, and whose concur- 
rence in the views and objects of the Association could not 
but inspire the utmost confidence in the minds of his fellow- 
countrymen, who were contemplating a removal from their 
native homes to Canada. I cannot but indulge the hope that 
his secession was but temporary, and that the cause of 
British Immigration will be long promoted by his generous and 
efiicient aid ; and that a measure, which has been alike viewed 
by every governor of this province as essential to its happiness, 
and indispensable to its prosperity, may be earnestly promoted 
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bj all the inhabitants of the country without reference to other 
questions on which they may conscientiously entertain different 
opinions. 

" Tou will perceive by the yast mass of correspondence 
which I lay before you, that I have not been without applica- 
tions from all parts of the United Kingdom for information as 
to this province. This desire is steadily on the increase, and 
it would prove highly detrimental to the province if it could 
not be satisfied. At the commencement of the year, the various 
societies, interested in the settlement of the North American 
provinces, held a meeting for the purpose of submitting their 
views, as to the l^est means of accomplishing that object, to the 
Colonial Secretary and to the Governor-General. I was invited 
to take part in their deliberations, and to concur in the Memo- 
rial which they proposed submitting to the Grovemment. In 
their general views I warmly participated, and succeeded in 
convincing them that many statements contained in the docu- 
ment first submitted to consideration, introducing disparaging 
comparisons between Canada and the United States, were 
unfounded and injurious, and was happy to obtain their con- 
currence in their omission. This Memorial, together with one 
adopted by the North American Colonial Committee, were 
presented, by most influential deputations, to Lord John Russell, 
and obtained from him that attentive consideration which 
every measure connected with the welfare and advancement of 
the Colonies invariably received at his hands. I am proud to 
have the opportunity, now that his Lordship holds no longer 
the seals of office, of bearing my willing though humble testi- 
mony to the extraordinary zeal and assiduity with which he 
directed his commanding talents to the benefit of the Colonies 
entrusted to his charge, and to the attention which he paid to 
all who submitted to him any measure connected with their 
advantage and prosperity. 

** At the commencement of the season great apprehension 
was felt, that the harmony which had existed unbroken for 
many years, between Great Britain and the United States, was 
about to receive an interruption from the capture and detention 
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of a British subject, for a supposed participation in an act 
approved of by his sovereign. This alarm was calculated to 
deter peaceful individuals from settling in a country likely to 
be exposed to the ravages of war. I hope these fears may now 
be set at rest ; for although I know that in such an unhappy 
state of things, it would be far better for British subjects to be 
fighting under the protecting flag of the mother country, than 
to be found fighting in the ranks of her enemies, and exposed 
to the taunts and insults inseparable from such a position, in a 
state of war, — the inevitable consequence of settling in the 
United States : yet, peace is an invaluable blessing, indispen- 
sable to the prosperity of the country, and most earnestly to be 
desired by every true friend to its happiness. In many parts 
of Great Britain, Emigration societies have been formed, some- 
what on the principle of benefit or mutual assurance societies. 
The members of these meritorious associations reserve a portion 
of their wages, and obtain the contributions of the wealthy, to 
send out, annually, a certain number of their society, who can 
proceed without fear, and with some comfort, to a Colony where 
their industry would meet with its reward. I was requested 
by the leading members of some of these associations, to visit 
them in Scotland, and proceed to Glasgow, Paisley, and other 
parts of the country, to aid them in the laudable efforts they 
were making to remove in a judicious and provident manner. 
I did not hesitate to comply with their request, as it enabled 
me to caution them against leaving their native country without 
carrying with them sufiicient means to ensure them from want 
on their arrival in Canada. I need cite no other authorities, 
than the persons who attended these various meetings through- 
out Scotland, to vindicate me from the charge of encouraging 
* pauper* Emigration. Notwithstanding the alarm felt by some 
at the desire of the poor to remove to Canada, I shall ever feel 
the value of Lord Durham's remark : — ' I can scarcely imagine 
any obligation which it is more incumbent on Government to 
fulfil, than securing to poor persons disposed to emigrate every 
possible facility.* 

" Far, however, from encouraging Emigrants who were 
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completely unprovided, I hare urged inyariably and most 
strongly the indispensable necessity and propriety, both on the 
parts of the landlords and parishes, to see that those who are 
sent out by them should not be left destitute or«abandoned 
until they can have labour or settlement procured for them. 
In connexion with this g^ratifying subject, I am delighted to 
state that the Rer. Mr. M'CoU, recently appointed minister to 
a body of Emigrants, has arrived in this country, to look for a 
location for 500 families firom the vicinity of Oban and Lismore, 
who are desirous of settling as a community, and who are 
bringing with them on an average from £100 to £1000 per 
family, besides their habits of industry, frugality, and agricul« 
tural knowledge. 

** A few years since, we were met by the cry, that the settle- 
ment and prosperity of the country was materially retarded, 
because the people could not obtain land ; we were constantly 
referred to the States, where it could be procured at 6r. 3d. per 
acre, and where it was stated that of our fellow-countrymen 
numbers were availing themselves of the privilege. Now that 
settlements are opened to British industry and enterprise, we 
are told that British labourers are unable and are unaccus- 
tomed to clear the woods, by those who have previously com- 
plained that they wend their way in numbers to the United 
States for no other object. I affirm that British labourers are 
capable, ay, fully as capable as any labourers in the world, 
of clearing the woods, and I can point to every district in the 
province for ample proof of my assertion ; astonbhing as it 
may appear, some of the best stone houses now in progress of 
erection, on some of the best cultivated farms in the province, 
have been the unaided results of persevering, industrious, 
hardy, British labourers. VTho first settled the State of Maine 
in 1630 ? — The English. Who first settled New Hampshire 
in 1G23! — The English. Who first settled Massachusets in 
1620 J— The Ensrlish. MTio first settled Vermont in 1749?— 
The English. Who first settled Rhode Island in 1636 ?— The 
English. Who first settled Connecticut in 1633? — The 
English. Who first seuled Pennsvlvania in 1632? — The 
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English. Who first settled Maryland in 1636 ?— The English. 
Who first settled Virginia in 1607?— The EngUsh. Who first 
settled North Carolina in 1660?— The English. Who first 
settled South Carolina in 1689 ?— The English. ^Vho first 
settled Georgia in 1733 ?— The English. Who first settled 
Tennesee in 1766? The English. Who first settled Ohio in 
1788?— The English. Yes; it was Englishmen that first felled 
the woods in the East, West, North, and South : and I repel the 
foul imputation with contempt, that they are less willing or 
able to do so now, than then. It is not capitalists only that 
will clear woods, make roads, build houses, construct harbours, 
or plough the fields ; their means, doubtless, are a great, almost 
indispensable auxiliary; but labour is indispensable, indeed, the 
creation of capital, the stimulus of its investment, the surety 
of its increase, and the security for its employment. We shall 
find that as the public roads are improved, education supplied 
to the province, and opportunities for public worship extended, 
careful and industrious farmers with capital will be quite ready 
to embark their fortunes in this country, for the sake of their 
families. I am gratified to find here a contradiction of the 
too-often repeated assertion, that farming was unprofitable in 
Canada. How many instances of successful farming are to be 
met with in every long-settled district? how many persons 
take farms on shares, faithfully perform their contract, and 
find it a source of profit to them ? I know many instances of 
highly profitable farming; and although labour is high, and the 
winters are long, rendering the maintenance of stock expensive, 
yet I can mention a case within my own knowledge of a small 
farmer, in the township of Ancaster, having less than seventy 
acres of land cultivated, and after providing for his own stock, 
sell the surplus of his hay alone for upwards of £60. I attri- 
bute this report about unprofitable forming to the disadvantage 
of being conducted on a small scale, with insufficient capital, 
and by inexperienced persons; and that those who antici- 
pate living like gentlemen, on the produce of £300 or £400 
capital expended on a house, furniture, living, and the culti- 
vation of twenty or thirty acres of land, must expect to be 
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ois^pointed. It woald be preposterous to snppose that such 
a das of Cumeis as the Teomanrr of Ens^Iand vonld not sac- 
ceed in Cansda, jes, at a mach greater laxio, and with a 
smaller expendimre of means ; whilst the gestdeman frnner 
would not sccceed, imlesB he derhred a eertain income berond 
that of a small ftrm. If any one can doabt the profits of 
fiuming, all other methods &iling, I recommend 1i™ to attend 
one of the agricnltoral dinners at the cxr c^Tonrnto, and make 
what enqniries he pleases as to the wolth of the &rmers he 
will meet at the agricultural table. The matter is easr of 
proof. There has never been an eiTort Tet made, commensoiate 
with the adrantages which might aocme fiom die setilement 
of a large number of Emigrants on the public domain ; I hope 
that the Owen's Sound settlement, and the Megantic territorr 
will yet afford the inducement, and realise the adTantiee. 



« Oar doubts »e tiahan, 

A«d mfce «s lo« te Sood IPC oft KE^ «^ 
Bj 



•* I am indebted to the Jfiwf iJy Itaitx kr the inibnnadon 
that during nine years, excluding that of cholera, 1S32, the ex- 
penses occasioned by Emigrants amounted to a liule orer £3,000 
per annum ; during six of these years, rix., from lS35to 1S40 
inclusive. 97 J!71 Immigrants arriTed in Cxw^^A^^ by the Quebec 
route, and taking the arerage annual expense at £3,000 (although 
fiom the small numbers that came in the years 1S3S and 1839, 
the expense was much diuiinisheJ\ it would not amoont to 4f . 
per head, an expense by no means commensorate with the 
blessing of so augmented a populaiion. 

« I hare so often alluded to the poweriul testimonies fur- 
nished by ereiy Goreroor of Canada, as to the immense im- 
ponance of piv>moii3ig, l^y erery means in our power, tnmigTa- 

tion to this Colony, that Ifed it unnecessMT to dte them again ; 
but I cannot but refer to the testimonies of two of the judges 
of this proTince. giren during their visit in England, that of 
Chief Justice Robinson, warmly espousing the adoption of a 
systemadc and extended Immigration, and that rf Mr. Jusdce 
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Hagerman, contained in the admirable evidence wliich he 
delivered before the Select Committee of the House of Ck>m- 
mons ; — ^but there is another testimony which I am desirous of 
citing, which has appended to it the names of Hagerman, 
Prince, Sherwood, Powell, Robinson, Chisholm, and Hunter, 
a report of the House of Assembly, which says, * If there be 
one matter more than another that they feel a deep interest in, 
and desire to promote, it is Emigration from the British islands. 
They are aware of the immense advantage the country has 
derived from this source, in general wealth, as well as in their 
social and political relations ; and it is universally considered 
that the check it has experienced from the recent difficulties 
in the two provinces, is among the most serious, if not the very 
greatest, of the evils that have resulted from them/ It is 
therefore delightful to know that the present year's Emigration 
has exceeded that of the last, by upwards of 6,000 persons, 
amounting by the Quebec route alone, to nearly 30,000. Of this 
amount I know of many possessed of ample means ; numbers 
have been scattered, distributed, settled, and employed through- 
out the country ; and many former evils of great magnitude, 
intemperance, disease, idleness, and destitution, have been ma- 
terially lessened. The most discouraging occurrence was that 
of the poor islanders of Lewis, who came out at an advanced 
season of the year, in considerable numbers, speaking an almost 
unknown tongue, and being in a state of unusual destitution. 
This of course caused difficulty, inconvenience, and embarrass- 
ment to the community among whom they settled ; and whilst, 
I cannot but lament the improvidence, and condemn it, I must 
say that I was not surprised at it. Year after year these suf- 
fering people have felt the stings of famine, the consequence of 
arrested toil — the future has been without a ray or glimmering 
of hope, or a prospect of relief. Consternation has seized their 
families, and although they have felt a horrible combat in 
their wretchedness between religion and nature, they have 
never been led by their miseries to substitute active resistance 
to passive endurance. To add to the multifarious evils con- 
nected with the over-population of the Highlands and Islands of 
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Scotlandy where tlie populadon is most doiae^ acd las aaost 
rapidly incrased, the means of sabsistenee haive bees mast pre- 
carious and searee. Letters firom thdr friends aRire, render- 
ing the weight of their burdens sdll more oppi e afeii e, br 
informing them that plenty is wnilmg on them, and rewarding 
their indostrr in Britidi North Ameriea. They grasp with 
aridity these glad tidings, and in the language of that Tenoxale 
and exalted patriot. Dr. M'Leod, * they resolre to cross the 
Atlantic, eren should ther swim.' 

** I cannot but indulge the fond anticipation, diat this rir- 
tnous, suffering people, may be settled in the eoantzy ; they are, 
as the authorirr I hare before cited saTs of them, * xuTafaiable 
for peace or war.' The depre»ng influence of poTcrty, its 
anTJetie^ and cares, has more or less broke the ^arit of self- 
dependence in a great number, and where it has not produced 
a total dependence on gratuitous support, has yet rdaxed, to a 
certain extent, industrious exertions which, desultory and at 
intervals though they were, sustained not less the mind than 
the body abore the lerel of abject destitution. It is surely 
worth an effort to sare these men, especially as they can be 
made serriceable to us. They are pre-eminently distinguished 
for thdr simple rirtues; notwidistanding sueeesiTe years of 
want, almost &maie, not a moment's real intaTupti<Mi has been 
experienced to internal order and tranquillity ; fond of a pas- 
toral and agricultural life, and of their natzTe associations, they 
may realize, in this country, the picture that could hare been 
drawn of them, at home, in happier days : — 

« Fjt &c<b the ma^ipr'-^ crowd's igsobMe scde, 
Tbar sober vis£KS aerer leunt to smj; 
Ako^ tbe cool seqaestered vaie ot lise. 



** Many influential noblemen and gentlemen hsTe trarcfsed 
the countTx during the year, and hare e xp ressed their hearty 
concurrence in the sentiments of the late Gomnor-Genaal, 
beautifully and felicin>u§lT couTered to Liwd John Russell : — 
*** I should do injustice to my own feelings if I wwe not to 
Slate to TOUT Loidship the impr»sion which has been left on 
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my mind by the inspection which I have made of the Upper 
Proyince. It is really impossible to say too much of the ad- 
vantages which nature has bestowed upon it, especially that 
part of the country which lies between the three lakes Ontario, 
Erie, and Huron. If these great advantages be properly used, 
I foresee that, in the course of a very few years. Upper Canada 
must become one of the most valuable possessions of the Bri- 
tish Empire. Its population may be trebled, and its products 
increased in an immense ratio ; while, if properly governed, its 
inhabitants will, when satisfied, become the most loyal, intelli- 
gent, and industrious subjects which Her Majesty can number.' 
" My exertions were confined this year very mainly to Eng- 
land, and from England a much larger proportion of Immi- 
grants have arrived in this province, than for many years past. 
I cannot adequately express my gratitude for the countenance 
I received from its nobility, clergy, and gentry, in prosecuting 
my efforts through the country, nor the deep mortification I felt 
at leaving Devonshire on the eve of a more promising and en- 
couraging tour than any I had previously made. In the county 
of Wiltshire, I met numbers anxiously seeking information con- 
cerning Canada ; and since my arrival here I have received a 
letter from an influential gentleman of that county, informing 
me that many industrious yeomen were preparing to remove to 
this province in the ensuing spring. I received many pressing 
invitations to proceed to Ireland, to form a Central Emigration 
Society in Dublin; and I deplore that it was not in my power 
to perform the promise, and realize the expectation which I held 
out, of visiting that city for such purpose this autumn. I had 
the pleasure, however, of maintaining an uninterrupted corre- 
spondence with many in that noble country, who were most 
anxious to encourage and promote Emigration to this. Amongst 
the most persevering, enlightened, and influential, I may men- 
tion the worthy member for Limerick, W. S. O'Brien, Esq., and 
D. Henchy, Esq., of Dublin. I ho^ve expressed my regret that 
I was not favoured with more of the correspondence of the 
various Emigration Societies. Bytown, however, formed an 
exception ; and I confess that I am much gratified to learn that 
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many ralaable settlers hare fixed their abode in that interesting 
section of the province. I hare been requested by the Earl of 
Monntcashell to convey his best thanks to the gentlemen of the 
Ottawa district, for having intrusted to him several petitions, 
and furnished him with much matter, of great importance to 
the Colony and the furtherance of Emigration. As I abstained 
from interfering in politics at home, I am not about engaging 
in its entangling discussions and perplexities here ; but I can- 
not refrain from urging on the agricultural classes of this pro- 
vince, the continued prosecution of their efforts to obtain the 
admission of their produce into England on the same terms as 
if it were grown in Ireland. Although the last election, and 
the recent change of Ministry, have demonstrated how power- 
ful the friends of agricultural protection are in Grreat Britain, 
yet I do not consider the friends to British protection un&vour- 
able to Colonial protection. It is admitted by all that Great 
Britain must receive an annual supply of bread stafb ftom other 
countries ; it has been seen with what reluctance she will re- 
ceive that supply from foreign powers ; and when it is remem- 
bered that it was to protect both Home and Colonial produce, 
that the recent conflict in Great Britain was carried on, it is 
only reasonable to suppose that the North American Colonies 
will have the preference given to them, and be stimulated in 
their agriculture by receiving full permission to introduce 
their produce into the mother country duty fi^e. 

" From repeated conversations with some of the warmest 
advocates of the corn-laws, I am quite satisfied that they are 
anxious to allay the excitement existing on the subject, by 
yielding to the public wish the untrammelled introduction of 
Canadian produce into British ports ; and with that boon, small 
as it may appear, there will be no longer any complaints of 
conaociuence made, about unprofitable farming in these fer- 
tile regions. 

** There was to have been a meeting of the large landed 
proprietors of the United Kingdom, last month, in London, to 
consider the means which they could adopt to render a system 
of Emigration from tlieir respective estates to Canada, useful 
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to the Colony, advantageous to themselves, and beneficial to 
the Emigrants. I hope the province will encourage and pro« 
mote the wishes of the landlords to the utmost of its power. 
Mr. Hunt, in the little work called ' Canada versus Australia,' 
has said, * Its people have been said to be the strength of a 
country; and in regard to new countries, there can be no 
question of the fact.' In this position, I entirely acquiesce. I 
cannot but believe that Emigration Associations, if properly 
conducted and vigorously carried on, would prove a powerful 
incentive to Immigration, and a most useful adjunct in its suc- 
cessful prosecution. Those gentlemen who are so sensitive 
about ^pauper' Emigration, and who are so solicitous to 
encourage Emigrants of capital, would do well to exert their 
energies to accomplish this purpose. 

** Since Emigration has attracted so much notice, and so 
many Colonies have put forth their respective claims, nothing 
can be more clear than that the contiguity of Canada, and the 
readiness of reaching it, give it a great superiority over re- 
moter regions. 

^^ It is now two years and a half since I accompanied my 
late beloved and venerable friend Bishop Macdonell to Great 
Britain, to draw the attention of the British nation to these 
noble and magnificent Colonies of the British Crown. Entirely 
according with the views of Mr. Justice Hagerman, given to 
the House of Commons, that ^ the increase of the population of 
a new country is an object of primary importance,' and be- 
lieving with him also, that ^ to reduce its waste and wild lands 
to a state of cultivation, to develope its resources, and to aug- 
ment its wealth, can only be accomplished by this means ; and 
therefore extensive Emigration is earnestly desired by the 
inhabitants of Canada' — and entertaining the same conclusion, 
that * nothing is so certain to conduce to the preservation of 
Canada, in peace and prosperity to the British Crown, as an 
extensive and well conducted Emigration to it from Great 
Britain, and that in no part of Her Majesty's dominions is an 
honest and industrious man less likely to be disappointed in the 
attainment of independence and comfort than in Canada" — I 

K 
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did not hesitate to brbg before the British people the value 
and resoorces of the country, and endeavour to restore to 
Catiada that fertilizing stream of Immigration, which^ in 1838, 
had declined to 2,938, and restore it to its present renovated 
condition, which during this year amounts to nearly 30,000 by 
the port of Quebec alone. If^ vrithout the prosecution of the 
public works, we have received at least 30,000 this year, and 
find thiit they have been principally retained and settled in the 
province, what an important auxiliary will be furnished next 
year, for an augmented importation, by the extent of the 
public works then intended to be carried on. 

** I feel that I can confidently appeal to the friends of the 
Colonies in Oreat Britain as to my undivided labours in this 
great cause, to the mass of correspondence which I have now 
|)reseiited to you, to the zealous advocates of Canada amongst 
the nobility, gentry, and clergy at home, to the augmented 
Immigration of the last two years, to the diminution of many 
evils connected with Emigration complained of formerly, to 
the awakened interest on the subject in the Colony itself, to 
the gratifying j^rospects before us ; and I think it is not too 
touch to ask that the pledges which were made to me should 
be sustained, to enable me to fulfil obligations formed on the 
conviction of their realization. 

" The future is big with hope ; and by the unwearied pro- 
secution of this patriotic measure, divested of party and poli- 
ticiil feeling, we may fairly indulge the hope of seeing our 
forests tuirned into corn-fields, our villages into cities, com- 
nierce extending its lines through the entire length and breadth 
of our inland seas, our fellow-subjects at home relieved of their 
depressioti and distress, and the mutual welfare, consequence, 
and happiness of the mother country and Canada promoted by 
the zealous encouragement given to British Immigration. 

" Dr. Dunlop, in proposing the first resolution, said that 
he wished there wet*e a dozen Dr. Rolphs sent to England 
instead of one ; all the other Colonies that wanted settlers had 
active agents at home, well informed as to the capabilities and 
resources of the Colony which employed them; and the people 
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of the United States were so well conyinced of the necessity of 
this course of action, that in erery land speculation undertaken, 
sending agents to Europe was a regular part of their calcu- 
lating expenditure. It had been objected that paupers alone 
would be sent to this country. Who was a pauper ? — A man 
who could hot by his labour maintain himself. But the sober, 
industrious man, with a stout heart and strong arm, who came 
to this country as a pauper from England, ceased to be so, and 
became a useful and valuable member of society, the moment 
he placed his foot on the soil of this province. What produced 
the strength and wealth of a people? Adam Smith had an- 
swered the question with his usual sagacity, — it was the num- 
ber of hands that a nation could maintain, and which it could 
profitably employ. There were more hands in Great Britain 
and Ireland than could be profitably employed, and here we 
had profitable employment for all and for more than all they 
could spare. A friend of his^ now deceased, a man of great 
shrewdness and much information, had assured him that on an 
examination of the books of six Paisley manufacturers, and 
taking the average of three years, he found that the wages of 
a workman that worked fourteen hours a-day, only amounted 
to six shillings per week, while in his own (the Huron) district, 
the wages of a common labourer was thirteen dollars a month, 
with board, lodging, &c. It was only necessary, therefore, to 
make known these facts to the labouring poor of Great Britain, 
and they certainly would never submit to starvation and hard 
labour, when with less labour, by emigrating to this province, 
they could obtain all the necessaries and some of the luxuries of 
life. There was one gentleman to whom this province was indeed 
deeply indebted, — ^the Rev. Mr. Sockett, the agent to the vene- 
rable and philanthropic Earl of Egremont. He had published a 
pamphlet containing letters from Lord Egremont's settlers, prov- 
ing how much their condition had been bettered by coming to 
Canada. He (Dr. Dunlop) had written to the Rev. gentleman, 
telling him that he considered that matter beyond debate ; but 
what was of more importance at that time, was to prove to the 
landed gentlemen of England the advantage that must accrue to 
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tliemselves, by zealously assisting iu Emigration : he accordingly, 
in a small pamphlet addressed to a member of Parliament, gave 
an account of what had occurred in his own and neighbouring 
parishes, where the Petworth Committee, at the head of which 
was Lord Egremont, had exerted themselTes in encouraging 
Emigration, and proved by authentic documents that the poor- 
rates of each parish had diminished £6 per annum for every 
family sent to Canada. A friend of his (Mr. D.) the member 
for Ipswich, to whom he shewed this statement, said he had 
been long of that opinion, and immediately set about assisting 
his people to emigrate ; he said that it was a mere rule-of-three 
question : a certain number of people the law had given a lien 
for an annuity on his estate ; the question then with him was, 
was it worth while at three years' purchase to buy up not only 
this annuity, but that of all their descendants. Another objec- 
tion had been started, that the people of the old country 
could not clear land : this was alike nonsensical and false ; any 
mechanical trade, even that of making watches, could be 
acquired in three months ; and a man who was in the habit of 
using arms in one way, could in half that time learn to use them 
in another. While he (Dr. D.) was settling the township of 
Guelph, three men — two of them English, and one Irish— chal- 
lenged any three Americans or Canadians to chop against 
them, and, after many trials, they always came oflF victorious : 
this was enough to prove their capacity at any rate. Another 
objection too had been raised, — that farming was an unprofitable 
employment for a gentleman who could not labour with his 
own hands, and who invested in it £500, or £1,000. It was 
unprofitable ; but in what other way would such a capital, if 
vested without the owner s personal labour, be sufficient for the 
support of himself and family in the same style as at home ? 
To the hard-handed and laborious man, however, farming was, 
in Canada, a highly profitable occupation, as any one might 
know, not only from the high wages that labour produced 
here, but from the solid comfort enjoyed by those who culti- 
vated the land. He (Dr. D.) liad as much experience in set- 
tling land as any man in America, and he could point out hun- 
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(Ireds of instances where men had come out nearly penniless, 
— at all events with so little money as to be unable to pay the 
first instalment from £7 to £10 on their purchase, — ^who in six 
or eight years had their farms quite free of debt, 100 acres of 
them cleared, a good stock of cattle, comfortable house and 
outbuildings, all the necessary implements of husbandry, and 
were in the enjoyment of all the comforts and conveniences of 
agricultural life. All that was wanted at home was an ex- 
tended knowledge of these facts, which were here undeniable ; 
and most wofully ignorant the people of Great Britain had 
been of everything relating to Canada. It was, therefore, both 
our interest and duty, — our interest to add to the value of our 
property here, and our duty to relieve the distressed at home, — 
to give the people that information ; and no way had ever been 
devised, or could be devised, for that legitimate purpose, and 
this he knew full well from his own personal experience, than 
that so energetically and ably adopted by Dr. Rolph. He 
would therefore conclude by moving that * The thanks of this 
meeting be given to Dr. Rolph for his laudable and efficient 
efibrts to promote the best interests of our own and our adopted 
country.' 

*' Colonel Prince said, Mr. Sheriff and Gentlemen, I never, 
in my life, rose to second a resolution with more gratification 
than I do the present, as I feel fully convinced that the exer- 
tions of Dr. Rolph in Great Britain have been of the greatest 
benefit to Canada. Nothing can be more certain than that a 
vast addition to our population is indispensably necessary to 
our prosperity ; and it is equally evident that the ardent zeal 
exhibited by Dr. Rolph in his extended intercourse with the 
most infiuential people in the United Kingdom, has been 
attended with the most beneficial results. I have been always 
a warm advocate for the promotion of Emigration, particularly 
that of the sturdy yeomanry of England ; that description of 
population adds greatly to the wealth and stability of a country. 
I have been opposed to what may be fairly termed a pauper 
population, that is, the helpless, infirm, aged, and totally indi- 
gent ; but I quite agree with my friend Dr. Duiilop, that an 
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able-bodied labourer, one willing and competent to work, can- 
not be termed a pauper Emig^rant, but is an acquisition to the 
province, and an auxiliary to its wealth. It has been lament- 
able to see tbe indifference manifested on this great and vital 
question, which had never yet received the warm support it 
deserved, and which formed a strong and melancholy contrast 
to the exertions made by every other Colony in the Empire. 
The Government had not done all that it might ; but it was very 
evident that the late Lord Sydenham had done more than any 
other Governor in aid of Immigration, and he (Colonel Prince) 
earnestly hoped that his successor would have the means af- 
forded him of doing much more. He was greatly gratified in 
having heard the just and well-deserved eulogium paid by Dr. 
Rolph to Lord John Russell, whose zeal in the promotion of 
the welfare of the Colonies, had earned him the admiration 
even of those who were his political opponents. The necessity 
of having active and intelligent agents in Great Britain, to 
furnish information to all who sought it at their hands, was 
verified in his own person. When he first contemplated leaving 
England, it was not his intention to have come to Canada ; 
indeed it had not even occurred to him : but meeting with his 
friend Dr. Dunlop at the Canada Company's Office, in London, 
and finding firom him that Canada was not the region of ice 
and snow that he had, in conmion with the majority of the 
English people, imagined, he had made up his mind to listen 
to his recommendation, and to adopt his advice ; and speaking 
of the climate, he must express his conviction that it was supe- 
rior in many respects to that of Great Britain. It was there- 
fore his firm persuasion and earnest desire that agents should 
be employed at home to impart all the information possible to 
persons desirous of proceeding to Canada ; and he wished it 
to go forth through the province, that every constituency should 
instruct their members to bring before the House of Assembly 
at its next session the important measure of Emigration, and 
make provision for the employment of agents, at least in London, 
Dublin, Liverpool, and Glasgow. Canada must no longer 
remain supine in a matter so essential to its wel&re ; and he 
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earnestly longed to see the desire of Lord Sydenham accom- 
plished, — that our population would be trebled, and that from 
the best source, the honest and industrious yeomanry of Great 
Britain. It was not a matter of doubt or problem, that we had 
had a very valuable addition to the province this year, and that 
large as had been the numbers that came, they had not been 
found too many. There had been a great impulse imparted to 
the province, and much private enterprise had been carried on ; 
the town and country had been greatly benefited and improved. 
He was always anxious that more should not come out than 
could be profitably or conveniently employed ; and it was there- 
fore a great pleasure to him to know, that the various District 
Councils in the province could proceed in the work of improve- 
ment in their respective townships, and that the vigour thus 
imparted, together with the public works which were to be 
proceeded with, would set at rest all uneasiness as to the num* 
hers that might arrive, and that we might contemplate, with the 
utmost satisfaction, the successful result of such labours as 
they were called upon now to acknowledge. He concluded 
by seconding the motion, and sat down amid loud cheering. 

'^ The Sheriff, in putting the question to the meeting, said 
that he had been much pleased with the Report just submitted 
to them ; and he felt it right to say, that many gentlemen who 
had come to settle in Canada this year, and whose means were 
very ample, had expressed to him how much benefited they 
had been by their interviews with Dr. Rolph In England. He 
hoped and believed that the Association would not be aban- 
doned, but that it would yet prove of great use in the further- 
ance of Emigration. It was his intention to convene a meeting 
of Directors very speedily, to adopt measures at once ; in the 
meantime, he had great pleasure in submitting the resolution to 
the meeting, in which he most heartily concurred. The reso- 
lution was then put and carried, amid the acclamations of the 
meeting. Dr. Rolph returned thanks. A vote of thanks was 
passed to the Sheriff, who said he would give timely notice for 
a meeting of the Directors of the Association. The meeting 
then adjourned." 



136 SYSTEM ATIC EMIGRATION 

After this larorc mcetiiiir, I was invited to others of a similar 
character in different parts of the province, but into the details 
of which I need not enter ; I shall therefore close the narrative 
of this year's transactions, by some extracts from a letter which 
I addressed to a Member of the Provincial Parliament, on the 
interesting subject of the admission of Canadian agricultural 
produce into British ports, duty free : — 

"Toronto, November 27, 1841. 

" Sir,— Having remained in this city for the express pur- 
pose of attending the meeting of the agriculturists of the Home 
District, to consider the propriety of petitioning the Imperial 
Parliament for a remission of the duties now levied on Canadian 
produce on its introduction into British ports, and heartily con- 
curring with you as to the best mode by which this boon may 
be obtained, I take the liberty of sending my views on the ques- 
tion, being unable to attend the adjourned meeting to be held 
on diis interesting subject. It seems to me exceedingly de- 
sirable, that the agriculturists of the province should unite 
cordially together in obtaining that assistance and encourage- 
ment from the mother country which is loudly called for by the 
relative wants, as well as for the mutual advantages, of Canada 
and Great Britain. 

" Perhaps there never was a period when any application 
could be made for the removal of the duty on Canadian produce 
with more certainty of success than at the present time. It is 
now somewhat more than two years since, that the Agricultural 
Protection Society in England, anticipating the feeling which 
would spring up amongst the labouring classes in Great Britain 
on the subject of the com laws, and wisely and patriotically 
resolving to join common interest with the Colonies on this 
matter, taking advantage of my presence in England at that 
time, honoured me by constituting me Corresponding Secretary 
for their institution on behalf of the British North American 
Colonies. In order to enlist the affections and secure the regard 
of so powerful an interest united on behalf of these provinces, 
I mingled much with the potential members of that valuable 
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Associution, and I have no hesitation in e.xpressing my confident 
conviction that the agricultural body of Canada have not their 
hostility to dread, but their co-operation to invite. No class 
feels greater interest in the rising prosperity of this province 
than the landed interest of Great Britain. Agriculture can 
alone secure the lasting foundation of the wealth and prospe- 
rity of this country. There never was a country whose fanners 
were prosperous, where there was not also abundance of pros- 
perous merchants, tradesmen, and mechanics. Tlie fanners of 
Groat Britain, and the Colonies of Great Britain, are not only the 
best, but almost the only customers now left to or to be de- 
pended upon by the manufacturers of Great Britain ; for it is a 
well ascertained fact, that during the last year that Great Britain 
was compelled to draw the greater portion of her bread stuffs 
from the Continent of Europe, the British manufacturers de- 
rived no corresponding benefit by an increased demand for 
their articles : the corn of Europe was paid for by the gold of 
England. It was the opinion of Lord John Russell, ^ That it 
was impossible that high wages and a low price for produce 
could go together either on farms or looms :' encouragement 
and just and adequate protection to agriculture was felt to be 
of primary importance to the stability and advancement of a 
country, particularly by those who have ever gloried in the 
motto of ' the plough and the sail.' Adequate protection to agri- 
cultural produce was considered indispensable to agricultural 
prosperity by the most intelligent statesmen in the eastern and 
western hemispheres. It has been my unceasing desire, as well 
as my unremitting effort, to introduce into this province an 
industrious and healthy population. The late Lord Sydenham 
was particularly anxious to encourage the rural population of 
the United Kingdom to settle here. We require our mighty 
forests to be felled, and the produce of our prolific and virgin 
soil to be wafted across the Atlantic in British ships. I wish 
to see not only the manufacturers of barrels, but the growers 
of wheat in a flourishing and prosperous condition. It had 
been both British capital and British industry that had cleared 
the wilds of tlie United States ; that had planted on their 
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forests an industrious and GHerpridns people, built ap pops- 
loos and wealthy towns in their interior reeesses and on the 
marg:Tn of their numerous streams ; and h was hisn dme that 
Canada shocid receive eqnal if not greaier aid ar her hands. 
Filling our boandless forests with hardy and indostrioos people, 
who would raise coontless quantities of grain, and heeome con- 
snmers of immense quantities of British manuiactcred goods, 
and also obtaining a jest and efficient protection, as wdl as 
stimulus to our agriculture, &r from injnrixig our commerce, 
would Terr greatly extend and promote it; as in addition to the 
vast augmentation from our own supplies, the no^le natural 
highwa3rs through our province, from the western states to the 
ocean, could never be overlooked by the population inhabiting 
that territory. It is well known that the western district has a 
very sparse population ; that its fertile soil and soft climatR 
has not been hitherto as attractive as it should be : bat during 
the present year, from the port of Chatham alone, there has 
been exported 70,000 bushek of wheat, and 1,030 hogsheads 
of tobacco, grown in that immediate viciniu-, of as fine quality 
as that srrown in Viri:::nia. Tliere can be no doult but 
that we should have, and there is as liide doubt but that we 
shall have, a just preienence in the British market, if our 
farmers are but active and united in their efforts to procure 
a remission of the present duty levied on their produce. 
Whilst all other j>ioperty is deeti}[:g and uncertain, land alone 
is stable and permanent ; — a prowrty which can neither be 
swept away nor destroyed. Its interests are therefore of the 
highest consequence to the community. It is surely a painful 
and melancholy consideration, that whilst a large portion of our 
industrious fellow-subiects in the British Isles are in danser of 
perishing frc^m dear or inadequate vr\>visiotts ; that from the 
fiuetiiaiiii^ character of the climate, the wliole crop of potatoes 
in that fertile countrv, Ireland, k seriouslv ieor^rdUzed ; whikt 
we £nd that pork is obtaiuin j ,>.> dollars per barrel thnmghout 
Great Britain, attd other necessaries of life in the same propor- 
tion, we have but to gv> into the well supplied markets of this 
cinr, and £:ad pork selling at 2 doliire't per lOOlis^ three 
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half pence a pound, and beef and mutton that would not dis- 
grace Leadenhall market but a trifle dearer. This question, 
therefore, was one of vital moment to this country and Great 
Britain. The commerce of England, the agriculture of Ca- 
nada, the settlement of the country, the incentives to Immi- 
gration, would all be mightily enlxanced by the remission of 
the duty on Canadian produce levied in British ports, and the 
clamour existing on the com laws in Great Britain be promptly 
and effectually appeased. The capability of raiding the very 
finest wheat in this province is undeniable. Mr. Hawke kindly 
gave me, last year, a small bag of wheat that had been grown on 
the new settlement near Owen's Bay, on Lake Huron. It was 
not a picked sample, but taken promiscuously from a quantity 
that had been raised. It was considered by the farmers of 
England of so superior a quality, that at the market tables in 
Bedfordshire it was grasped with avidity to plant for seed. It 
is, therefore, highly desirable that this question should be pur- 
sued vigorously, and be untrammelleled and unencumbered 
with any other request. It is one on which all parties can 
unite ; and I am so deeply impressed with the conviction that 
the warmest friends of agricultural protection in Great Britain 
will entertain the proposition with favour, and promote its 
adoption with all their power, that I would strongly recommend 
that the petition to the House of Lords should be entrusted to 
his Grace the Duke of Buckingham, and that in the House of 
Commons to Sir Edward Knatchbull, Bart. 

** With our noble province, and its numerous highways to 
the ocean ; with our small and scattered population, compared 
with our agricultural capabilities ; with the redundant and suf- 
fering population of Great Britain, and their inadequate supply 
of the staff of life ; it should be our pleasure, as it is obviously 
our duly and our interest, discarding all minor matters, to pro- 
secute sedulously and zealously our undivided efforts to render 
the relative wants of Great Britain and Canada of mutual ad- 
vantage to each other ; and if, as it is more than probable, 
by a vigorous and united effort we should succeed in ob- 
taining a remission of duty on Canadian agricultural produce, 
we shall be abundantly repaid in beholding our farmers &i^ 
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riched by saccessful industry, our merchants flourishing from 
lucrative commerce, our tradesmen enjoying the profits of ex- 
tending trade, and the whole province participating in the 
blessings of general prosperity and welfare. 
" I have the honour to be, sir, 

^ Tour most obedient servant, 

" Thomas Rolph." 
** Francis Hincks, Esq., M.P.P." 

The following statement, made in a leading Canadian jour- 
nal, contrasting the then state of the province with its condition 
in 1830. is very conclusive as to the vast advants^e derived by 
the increased Emigration of this year : — 

** What is now the state of Canada ? Land has risen 50 per 
cent, in value ; our banking abuses are tottering to their fall; 
commerce, in spite of every obstacle, is rapidly increasing ; our 
shipping is fully employed, and every port resounds with the 
sound of our ship-builders and engine-makers' hammers ; indus- 
trious and sober tradesmen are solicited to work at the highest 
wages, provisions are plentiful and cheap, and the farmer realiz- 
ing cash and property." 

The Emigration to Canada, of 1841, amounted to 28,086. 



1842. Previous to the arrival of Sir Charles Bagot in 
Canada, I received several invitations to attend different district 
meetings in the provinces, but was enabled only to comply with 
the request made to me from those of the districts of Niagara 
and Gore. On the 5th of January, by the summons of the 
High Sheriff, W. Kingsmill, Esq., who presided, one of the 
most respectable and largest meetings ever witnessed in Niagara 
was held in the Court House, on the subject of Emigration. 
On that occasion, I spoke as follows : — 

" Gentlemen, — I am delighted to have an opportunity of 
meeting such a numerous and highly respectable assemblage 
in the district of Niagara ; for although it is a district that has 
been less directly benefited by Emigration than almost every 
other in the province, it has certainly accorded a more generous 
support, and entered more energetically into measures for its 
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promotion, than many others. I have great pleasure in thank- 
ing its inhabitants for their assistance, and assuring them of 
my sincere gratitude for the warm expressions of their appro- 
bation of my conduct, and of their confidence in my disposition 
to serve them. I have no hesitation in avowing that to the 
appeal made to me by the Niagara press in 1839, 1 was more 
induced to enter on my career in the United Kingdom in the 
summer of that year, than to any other circumstance ; and it is 
really most gratifying to me to find that my efforts in Great 
Britain have received your heartiest concurrence and most 
welcome support. It has been long quite evident to me that 
Emigration to this province, so loudly called for by its wants, 
so warmly recommended by every Governor that has presided 
over its destinies, so urged and desired by every successive 
legislature in each succeeding year, so demanded for its de- 
velopment and progress, could never be effectively promoted 
but by agency at home; and the numerous and unceasing 
applications made to me, from all parts of the United Kingdom, 
for information about Canada, and the extent of correspondence 
which I carried on in Great Britain, has thoroughly convinced 
me, that what I before deemed desirable, is really indispen- 
sable. Shortly after my arrival in England last year, I received 
a letter from Edinburgh, from those indefatigable contributors 
to the literature of the day, the Messrs. Chambers, congratula- 
ting me on the appointment which I had just then received 
from the late Lord Sydenham, and stating that it was within 
their own knowledge that numbers of valuable Emigrants had 
been deterred from proceeding to Canada, from their inability 
to obtain any information concerning it, previous to their quit- 
ting home. From Dublin I received similar information. It 
was very evident that a want of this knowledge in England 
had been very detrimental to Euiigration to Canada. Indeed, 
the existing disposition to profit by this information, and to 
render it available to the promotion of Emigration to Canada, 
could not be more clearly evinced than by the formation of the 
North American Colonial Committee, composed of noblemen 
and gentlemen, disinterestedly confederated together, devoting 
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time, their means, their talent, and their experience, to 
the prosecntion of this patriotic and meritorious undertaking. 
This Committee hare continaed their sittings and exertions 
daring two seasons, and thej hare iniited the co-operation of 
the people of this prorince. If ther hare not reeeired it, the 
fimlt is not with them ; they have seen GoTcmor after Gorer- 
nor reconunending Emigration as a measure indispensably 
connected with the welbre of the proTince ; they have beheld 
committee after committee in the different sessions of the l^is- 
latore reporting most warmlj in &yoar of it ; thcj hare wit- 
nessed an earnest desire, expressed by a vast majority of the 
inhabitants of the province, to promote a comprehensire and 
systematic plan for its encooragement. These considerations 
have urged them to lend their powerfiil aid to a measure im- 
periously demanded by the suffering unemployed masses in 
Grreat Britain, and the want of labourers here ; by the excess 
of population there, by the paucity of population here ; by the 
advantageous interchange that could be effected by our produce 
for their mannfiictures, and by the impulse which a judicious 
transfer of population would give to agriculture, commerce, 
manufactures, and trade. The awakened interest in the success 
of Emigration has given an impulse and an energy to the enter- 
prise of Canada that promises the happiest results. Grentlemen, 
when I left Upper Canada in May 1839, a spirit of alarm 
existed through the land ; the spirit of improvement had fled ; 
all energy seemed to have forsaken the people ; the bayonet 
and the sword were the weapons substituted for the plough 
and the axe. Emigration, the life's blood of the province, had 
declined, had dwindled down to less than 3,000 in one year, 
and many inhabitants seriously meditated the abandonment of 
the country. Whilst these distressing scenes were witnessed 
in the province, the feeling existing in Great Britain was most 
unfavourable to Canada. That villainous anti-national faction 
that were opposed to the connexion of these provinces with 
Great Britain, were exclaiming loudly against the expense of 
their protection ; they were decrying the utility of Colonies ; 
they were prepared for the dismemberment of the empire, and 
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were ready to dissever that endearing affinity which constitutes 
equally the hope and the pride of Canada. On returning from 
InvemesSi in the autumn of that year, I met in the steam-boat 
a Member of the Imperial Parliament, who gare utterance to 
these sentiments. I appealed to the chivalry, honour, and 
fidelity of the noble Highlanders on board to protect themselves 
against the imputation of such debasing doctrines ; and my 
appeal was not only nobly responded to, but has led to the for- 
mation of a lasting friendship with them, the fruition of which 
was witnessed during the last year, by the noble advance which 
one of those gentlemen made to his tenantry, to assist them in 
their settlement in Canada : I allude to Niell Malcolm, Esq., 
of Poltalloch. I trust this party — ^the separation party — ^will 
never regain any ascendancy over the public mind. The as- 
surances of Lord John Russell, in his memorable despatch to* 
Lord Sydenham, must convince the people of this continent 
that the Government will afford no countenance to such disor- 
ganizing and dangerous dogmas ; but that ' it must be taken 
for granted, that Her Majesty persists in the determination to 
maintain at all hazards her royal authority in Canada. Neither 
the honour of Her Majesty's Crown, nor the support due to 
her loyal subjects in British North America, nor the provident 
care of the interests of the empire at large, would permit any 

deviation from this fixed principle of British policy 

We have only to consider the means of binding Canada more 
firmly to this country, of developing her resources, of strength- 
ening her British population, of defending her territory, and of 
supporting and encouraging the loyal spirit of her people. 
. . • . With a legislature in Canada disposed to co-operate 
with the Queen and the Parliament of the United Kingdom, in 
developing her vast and unexplored resources, there is every 
hope that we shall behold the prosperity of that noble province 
augmented every year, and add more to the strength and sta- 
bility of the empire.' These lofty, patriotic, and enlightened 
sentiments of Lord John Russell will be re-echoed by every 
good man in the province, and frustrate the machination of any 
separatists existing on either side of the Atlantic. 
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** In Januarr, 1S4*3, I receired a lener firom the Duke of 
AivvU, inTiung n:e to nwei the noblemen, heritors, and chie& 
of Scotland in Edinboreh, to con^der the best means to be 
adopted to promote a >v>temadc plan of Bmigrazion to Canada. 
That meeting' iras namerooslT attended ; and a resolation was 
passed, pledging themsdres to unite and use their heartiest 
endeaTOors to remore their surplus population to Canada ; and 
I am now nsLosr mv utmost exertions to effect the settlement of 
the township of Moulum, and for that purpose carrying on a 
correspondence with a wealthy and induential nobleman, de- 
sirous of remorin^ his tenantrr to this province. I have sub- 
mitted Mr. Boul:on*s proposition to him, and I am awaiting 
with anxiety the result* I was not insensible, also, to the value 
ofEmigration firom Ireland: in the splendid encomium passed on 
the Irish labourers by the Chief Justice of this province, I heartily 
concurred. To their xeal« patience, toil, endurance, activity, 
and industry, nearly all the great works in this hemisphere may 
be ascribed. Canals, railroads, bridges, public roads, harbours, 
aqueducts, and indeed all the public works, are the results of 
their unwearied application. In their hands the subjugation 
of the forest is an easy task, and their vivacity, good temper, 
and habitual disregard of di£ealties, has rendered them most 
successful pioneers in that arduous enterprise. I found Lord 
Cloncurrv, a nobleman to whom the Irish look with confidence 
as to his opinions and advice, engaged in correspondence with 
Colonel Torrens about Australia, and recommending his coun- 
trvmen to emigrate to the United States. I did not hesitate 
one instant in grappling with his Lordship on the subject ; and 
it was a source of imbounded gratification to me to win over 
that noble lord to be a zealous champion for the furtherance of 
Emigration to Canada; and I have reason to believe that 
Canada is the Colony to which the greater portion of the 
landed proprietors of Ireland are desirous that their surplus 
population should remove. In England that valuable yeomanry 
which has long constituted its ornament and defence, look to 
Canada as the land of promise ; and the agricultural interest 
seem desirous of increasing the bonds of union and affection 
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with this province, in order that in any alteration which may 
be made in the corn laws, Great Britain shall derive from this, 
her natural source, that supply which the wants of her people 
demand. From Wiltshire, Essex, Dorsetshire, and ^^orfolk, 
I have received most flattering and encouraging accounts of 
the promised Emigration for this present year. This leads me, 
Gentlemen, to the more immediate subject of the meeting, — 
the inducements the province offers for their retention. Of the 
multifarious evils which formerly existed, as to the unworthiness 
of ships, want of food and water, irregularities of sailing, 
frauds and deceptions practised upon Emigrants, all have been 
mitigated, and many removed. The attention of the Govern- 
ment, the Emigration Commissioners, and the friends of Colo- 
nization, have been earnestly directed to this important matter ; 
and certainly the most masterly despatch I have ever read, 
was that from the late Governor-General to Lord John Russell, 
comprehending the whole of these important topics, and offer- 
ing the most judicious suggestions for their correction. If so 
much zeal and philanthropy has been displayed by the autho- 
rities both here and at home for remedying all defects that 
heretofore existed to retard and injure Emigration, it is no less 
incumbent on the province, who are so immeasurably benefited 
by Emigration, to take every means in their power to facilitate 
and expedite the settlement of their fellow-subjects who come 
from the British isles to take up their abode in Canada. The 
noble and patriotic inhabitants of Montreal, to their lasting 
honour and credit, have made great exertions to render the 
strangers as they arrive happy and comfortable. I cannot 
express the delight I felt in inspecting their spacious, well ven- 
tilated rooms fitted up for the reception of Emigrants, their large 
and well conducted hospital for the sick, and indeed the whole 
of the arrangements made for the preservation and restoration 
of health, and for the cleanliness and comfort of their fellow- 
subjects as they arrive. No people have done more for this 
great cause than those of Montreal, and their example is well 
worthy of extended imitation. The inhabitants of the Ottawa 
district have warmly taken up the question of Emigration, and 
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what they have done for its promotion should be generally fol- 
lowed by all the districts in the proyince. 

"There is every prospect of the public works being proceeded 
with during the present year ; and the scarcity of labourers 
at present is so severely felt, that I have the authority of Mr. 
Merritt in stating that one thousand able-bodied labourers are 
at this very moment urgently required on the Welland Canal ; 
of the 30,000 who came in 1841, many inquired how they could 
be absorbed and disposed of. Gentlemen, with great pride I 
point to the vast extent of improvement that has been carried 
on in this province during the year last past. I am delighted 
to think that I resisted, and successfully resisted, the introduc- 
tion of disparaging comparisons between this province and the 
United States, in the Memorial presented to Lord John Russell. 
I care not what the country may be, — I defy contradiction to 
this statement, — ^no country with so few inhabitants, recovering 
BO recently from such enormous and complicated difficulties, 
and without receiving support and means from other countries, 
ever made such triumphant, solid, and satisfactory progress as 
Canada has made during the last year. Yes, Gentlemen, and 
this too without the stoppage of her banks, the destruction of 
her credit, or the repudiation of her debts. (Loud and continued 
cheers). Look at Montreal, her crowded harbours, her 
splendid wharves, her noble mansions, her well-filled stores, 
her excellent roads, the intelligence, activity, and enterprise of 
her inhabitants, and what a contrast the vivifying and inviting 
aspect of 1841 presents to the gloom and dejection of 1838. 
Proceeding westward, Kingston arrests the attention ; the large, 
spacious, elegant edifices recently erected are gratifying and 
astonishing evidences of public enterprise and spirit. Along 
the margin of the majestic lake, new harbours and ports have 
been erected, and in the townships immediately on its border, 
many valuable settlers have fixed their abode during the pre- 
sent season. At Toronto the amazing improvements to be 
witnessed excite our admiration and astonishment ; the exten- 
sive range of new buildings, the addition to the wharves, the 
introduction of gas, are extraordinary and gratifying proofs of 



AND COLONIZATION. 1 17 

the indisputable progress of the province. At Hanailton the 
same cheering indications of awakened energy are to be met 
with ; and through many portions of the western sections of 
Canada an advancement has been made redounding to the 
honour of the people, and a cause of warm congratulation to 
those who delight in its prosperity : nor is it likely to droop. 
At Toronto and Hamilton I know that apprehensions are felt, 
on account of the numerous contracts made for new buildings 
this year, that some difficulty will be experienced in procuring 
labourers : I trust without foundation ; thousands of our coun- 
trymen suffering at home will receive this intelligence as glad 
tidings of great joy ; and, Gentlemen, it will only be for you and 
for others in this magnificent province to turn their weeping 
into joy, their misery into wealth. Amidst all the improve- 
ments that I have spoken of, I cannot but congratulate you on 
the establishment of your Harbour and Dock Company, the 
works of which have alike excited my wonder and admiration* 
During the last year from this dock three noble steamers hare 
been furnished to the lake, and the beautiful launch of another 
this day, and the sight of several more upon the stocks, are 
convincing demonstrations of increasing commerce, and entire 
confidence as to the progress of the province. 

'^ Canada is yet a giant in its cradle, capable of receiving 
an addition to, and also of benefiting five times its present 
population. With its agreeable and salubrious climate, and its 
fertile soil — ^with but a fifteenth portion of its surveyed lands 
in a state of cultivation — ^with its unequalled geographical 
position, the highway between the country on, and beyond the 
lakes to the Atlantic, there is abundant room for the indus- 
trious, unemployed population of the mother country; with 
our unrivalled form of government, our matchless and glorious 
constitution, we should stand proud and unassailable in the 
western hemisphere. We are destined to have wealth and 
strength, and it is all important that we should have the intel- 
ligence, virtue, feeling, refinement, spirit, language, and man- 
ners, constantly imported from that noble empire to which we 
belong. Armed with the invulnerable panoply of her valour, 
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her justice, and her laws, industry, and arts, and enterprise, 
will make their abodes among as. Millions will derive their 
subristence from this prolific soil : now is the time to unite and 
make a rigorous effort to promote these objects. Peace reigns 
within our borders, tranquillity and contentment in our land ; 
and, gratefully thanking that mighty Providence that has safely 
conducted and guided us through so many perils, shielded us 
from danger, and showered his choicest blessings on us, let us 
each, in our respective capacities, take for our motto, in the 
promotion of this great and glorious cause, that of the Prince 
of Wales, * Ich dien,' I serve." 

On the 8th of January, the District of Gore was convened 
at the Court House in Hamilton, A. Macdonell, Esq. High 
Sheriff, presiding ; and from a very lengthened statement on the 
subject of Emigration, I make the following extracts : — 

*' Gentlemen, as his Excellency the Governor-General, in 
his answer to the address of the District of Gore, — in conformity 
with the admirable principles laid down by Lord John Russell 
in his despatch to the late lamented Governor-General of this 
province, that ' We have only to consider the means of bind* 
ing Canada more firmly to this country, of developing her 
resources, ofstrengthening her British population, of defending 
her territory, and of supporting and encouraging the loyal 
spirit of her people, and in developing her vast and unexplored 
resources,' — ^has stated to us, that it will be an object of his 
early and anxious solicitude, to promote Emigration, and carry 
on the public improvements in the country ; and as his Excel- 
lency was further pleased to state to me, that it was exceed- 
ingly desirable that Emigration should be earnestly promoted 
by every means in our power ; and not having had any pre- 
vious opportunity, since my return from Great Britain, of 
addressing the District of Gore on this vital subject, I trust I 
shall stand excused for making a few observations with regard 
to it at this time. 

" Of the Emigration of 1841, the increase of Emigrants who 
arrived at Quebec as compared with the preceding year, was 
6,215, — whilst the decrease at New York, compared with the 
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preceding year, was 3,769; and this difference is still more 
extraordinary and gratifying, when I assure you that more 
Emigrants came by the New York route for Canada in 1841, 
than during many years past. Of the Emigrants who arrived, 
I have on a former occasion given an account of those settled 
in the Ottawa and Bathurst districts ; it is equally gratifying 
and satisfactory to be enabled now to speak of those settled in 
the Home and Newcastle districts* During my recent journey 
to Kingston, I purposely went by short stages through the 
interesting and flourishing country along the lake, to institute 
inquiries about the settlers of 1841 ; and it must be a great 
pleasure for you to hear, that the townships of Scarborough, 
Pickering, Darlington, Whitby, and Clarke, have had a very 
considerable addition to their population, and that those who 
have settled in those districts are perfectly happy and con- 
tented. The new and flourishing village of Oshawa, crowded 
with produce from the country round the Scugog lake, the 
enterprise displayed at Bond Head, the number of improved 
and excellent habitations along tlie whole route, attest the 
improved and flourishing condition of the country. Whilst 
we are thus inspired by the awakened energy and enterprise of 
the people, — whilst we are stimulated to renewed exertions by 
the promised co-operation of the mother country — whilst we 
are emboldened to hope and persevere in our improvements, 
from the increased interest manifested in our welfare, and the 
greater regard exhibited for our prosperity, by our fellow- 
subjects, — whilst the capitalists of Great Britain are seeking 
to invest their surplus capital in this province, — and, above all, 
when the Government seems resolved to afford its utmost 
assistance in the settlement of the country, and the completion 
of its improvement, it is not surely the time for the people them- 
selves to relax. Our climate, our soil, our extraordinary 
natural resources, all call upon us to proceed in the career of 
improvement. The Governor of the State of New York, in 
making a similar appeal to the people of that State, has called 
upon them to unite with him in carrying out undertakings 
which he deems necessary, — * to retain the trade of Lake 
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Ontario, and to coiintei-act the efforts of the Canadian Go- 
vernment to guide the travel and trade of these countries, and 
of the far west, down the valley of the St- Lawrence. The 
delay of the undertaking* exhibits a presumptuous confidence 
ill our ability to retain, without effort, advantages which it 
should be remembered are altogether acquired/ 

" He further expresses his great anxiety for their co-opera- 
tion, as he says—* We compete with Canadian effort, not only 
ttnder the disadvantage of an increased distance from Lake 
Erie, by the way of our canal, to European markets, but also 
under the effect of discriminating privileges in English ports 
to colonial shipments, exceeding what we could offer by even a 
free navigation of that channel/ 

The Canadian authorities, having already made a ship 
canal around the falls of Niagara, and thus overcome the chief 
obstacle of the northern ouUet of western trade, are pressing 
onward with energies derived from a re-organization of their 
political institutions, and sustained by the favour of the Im- 
perial Government.* 

" And in his efforts to arouse the people to the necessity of 
renewed exertions, he bewails the existing apathy, and asserts 
that • the country is falling from a career of high enterprise ; 
and the energies not of one, or of several, but of the States, 
must be aroused again to regain the course.' 

" The town of Hamilton, so admirably fitted by nature as 
the emporium of the commerce of the west,— its noble bay, the 
recipient of a hundred rills, traversing the rich agricultural 
country in its rear,— not only owes its present prosperity to Im* 
migration, but its future greatness can only be established by 
it. Of what avail will the short and easy passage from lake 
to lake be, without a population to bring the products of their 
industry to market, and use it as the highway for tiieir com- 
inerce ? 

"No one could look about this province without seeing 
that dunng the last two years, more especially during the last, 
a new impulse had been given to private enterprise and public 
improvement. The object of his Excellency is * peace to men 
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of good will ;' and if he succeeds iii the noble purposes which, 
in his answer to this district, he says will occupy his imme- 
diate and anxious attention, they will prove the precursor to 
this noble province of improved agriculture, of multiplied and 
diversified arts, and of extended commerce and navigation. It 
is one of the happiest characteristics in the principle of improve- 
ment, that the success of one great enterprise prompts to the 
execution of another ; and I cannot conclude without express- 
ing my fervent hope that the union of the two lakes by the 
new road from Hamilton, will unite, by closer ties of amity 
and interest, the inhabitants on the magnificent estuary of the 
St. Lawrence, of the margins of the lakes, and of the rapidly 
peopling forests in the interior." 

On the 16th of February, whilst at Kingston, I had the 
honour of receiving a communication from the Secretary of Sir 
Charles Bagot, stating, ** I am commanded by the Governor- 
General to inform you, that his Excellency has decided, after 
full consideration, to renew your appointment as Emigration 
Agent in the United Kingdom, on behalf of the Government of 
this province. His Excellency has directed that this appoint- 
ment should be notified in the next Gazette." On the follow- 
ing day, accompanied by my friend Sir Allan Napier Macnab, 
I left Kingston, but, owing to the deep snow, did not reach 
Quebec until the 23rd. On the morning of the 24th, a meet- 
ing of its inhabitants took place, in the spacious hall of the 
Exchange, suddenly called, as I was compelled to proceed on 
my journey that evening, but it was thronged to excess. 

The Hon. W. Walker, being appointed Chairman, called the 
meeting to order, and said that he had great pleasure in intro- 
ducing me to the meeting. 

After thanking the meeting for the enthusiastic welcome with . 
ivhich it had received me, I said, " That it was a source of 
great gratification to meet in this noble city, long the seat of 
government, as it must ever be that of magnificence and power, 
so numerous, respectable, and influential a concourse of my 
fellow-subjects, willing to unite together in that hallowed and 
interesting cause, the promotion of Emigration from the British 
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iMes. It VIS the first opporcxinhr tLat had been o^ered me, 
and amplj compensated for a jounieT of SCO miies otct Her 
3IajestT*s ncdlcpoted terntoiy, at this seasoa of the T^iar, asl 
the prospect of a kw hnndred miles fnrther, thnwg?! a tcrrhoTT 
between this and the ocean nnfominaiply sti3 in di^pnte. I 
hailed this meeting as a pr esag e and an earnest that die fbtnre 
history of this prorince would eshilnt the grati^riiig spectacle 
of an oniled people, derotin? their best energies to the improTe* 
meet of the coantrTy the development of its resource the 
adrancement of its agricoliare, the extension of its commerce, 
and the promotion of its general prosperitr. And what was 
more likelr to conduce to these desirable results, than the 
establialiment of a proper system of Emigration, by which a 
hardy and indu&trioos population, now struggling against aH 
the erils of porerty, might be placed in a position to render 
themselres independent in a few years — as far as independ- 
ence can be attained in this world, — and see that Cunily for 
whose Tery existence I had often trembled in the land of my 
birth, comfortably provided for in this the land of my adoption ? 
This subject had at length forced itself upon the serious atten- 
tion of the Government in England, who It was generally be- 
lieved had a vast and maturely considered plan nnder delibera- 
tion for submission to Parliament at its next session. It was 
gratifying to learn that the subject had thus been taken up in 
the proper quarter ; and the feeling that had of late grown up 
in the old country in favour of Emigration, and the general in- 
terest taken in the discussion of the question, was the more 
gratifying, as it contrasted so strongly with the apathy that for- 
merly existed, both on the part of the people and the Govern- 
ment* I was confident that it would afford satisfaction to the 
meeting to learn, that his Excellency the Governor-General 
had honoured me with a similar commission to that which I had 
received from the late Lord Sydenham, and had authorised me 
to proceed to England as Emigrant Agent on behalf of Canada, 
and in the United Kingdom to renew those exertions whicli had 
met with the too kind and generous a})probation of the inhabi- 
tauttt of this country. I felt under deep obligation to his Ex- 
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cellency for this mark of confidence, conferred, as it was, in a 
manner the most gratifying to my feelings ; and I could assure 
the gentlemen then present, that it Tvould be neither from want 
of exertion or unwearied application, that a continuance and 
increase of success should fail to attend my efforts to ensure the 
attention, and obtain the co-operation and assistance of the 
British people, to promote the lasting interests of this valuable, 
interesting, and important appendage of the British Crown. 
When I went to Great Britain in 1839, it was at the request of 
my beloved and deeply lamented friend the late Bishop Mac- 
doneli, who saw that something was required to counteract the 
evil influences that had been brought into force against Emi- 
gration to Canada. The Emigration to Canada of the pre- 
ceding year had dwindled down to about 3,000 persons ; and 
the reason was obvious. At public meetings, and through the 
press, was Emigration to Canada decried ; distrust existed 
among the people to a great extent ; these, but, above all, want 
of correct information, deterred the British people from care- 
fully investigating the advants^es which Canada held out over 
the United States, and led them to believe the interested state- 
ments made with regard to the latter country. The unex- 
ampled success of last year s Emigration, which was the most 
numerous since that of 1832, would rejoice all the real friends 
of this portion of the British Empire, and open out bright pros- 
pects for the future. It behoved them all, however, to be vigi- 
lant, and unceasing in their exertions ; for notwithstanding the 
undeniable fact that tranquillity, peace, contentment, and hope 
prevailed throughout the province, there were not wanting evil 
and discontented persons who would fain retard its prosperity 
and welfare by the propagation of unfounded statements calcu- 
lated to excite gloom and distrust. The Leeds TimeSy an Eng- 
lish paper, in an article having such objects in view, says— *• 
' Look to Canada, our chief Emigration field, and see whether 
this be a place to which, under present circumstances, the 
people ought to allow themselves to be transported ? Canada 
is kept quiet at the present time only by means of armed 
physical force; fifteen thousand of the best and bravest of 
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British troops arc at this moment required to repress the smoul- 
dering flame of rebellion in that Colony.* I wondered that the 
Times had not followed np this statement with the equally 
lenalle one made by the Colonial GazetU^ ' that as many 
militia-men were employed to prerent the regulars fiom mn- 
ninrr away/ The article alluded to, in the Leeds TbmeSj pro- 
ceeded in a strain similar to that of the sentence which I had 
quoted, and, after much odious misrepresentation, said — ^'A 
state of dreadful insecuritr exists; credit is unsound, trade 
Lins:ui<Iiinir, and the Canadians arc leaving their own country 
by thousands, and crossing over the lines, carrying with them 
their all into the United States/ It was really unnecessary for 
me to bring these statements before that meeting for the pur- 
pose of refutation : their falsehood here was so palpable, that 
they excited no feeling beyond that of contempt. It might be 
different, however, elsewhere, where the truth was not so well 
known; and I was happy to be able to say, that I had in my 
possession authentic information, from which it appeared, that 
nearly the whole of last year's immigration had remained in 
the Colony, and that the Emigrants were in a state that pro- 
mised future peace and comfort ; and that so far firom the asser- 
tion in the Leeds paper being true, that the people were leaving 
the province in thousands, numbers had returned firom the 
United States, whither they had proceeded with the impression 
that the country was more suitable to their views. They had 
discovered their error, and were now endeavouring, successfully 
in most instances, to regain in this Colony what they had lost 
by their trip over the lines. Many who had originally pro- 
ceeded to the United States for settlement, during the last 
season, had come to Canada, and the comparison between the 
two countries was so favourable to the latter as to induce them 
to remain in it. These were most cheering and gratifying 
facts, and being facts would go the further to expose the mali- 
cious statements of the Leeds Times and some other journals. 
One more statement only would I take the trouble to refute. 
A most wanton attack was made on the citizens of Montreal in 
the following manner : — * And if such be the condition of the 
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Canadian people themselves, how truly deplorable must be the 
fate of the poorer class of Emigrants, whom the Government 
may inveigle out to that Colony, in order to relieve the land- 
lord-made ^' surplus population'' at home. The Montreal papers, 
recently arrived, inform us of British Emigrants landing on 
their quays, perfectly destitute, and starving of hunger. One 
journal states — " At the present time, there are at St. Francis, 
Lowet Canada, two hundred Emigrants from the Highlands of 
Scotland, in a most wretched and destitute situation, and ac- 
tually on the point of starving." Relief has been asked from 
the Montreal St. Andrew's Society, but in vain ; and the poor 
creatures are thrown upon the cold charities of an unfeeling 
world for the bare means of subsistence; failing which, to 
famish, to sicken, and to die in a land of strangers, far from 
the silver streams, the green valleys, and wild mountains of 
their fatherland.' — Now, how plain a tale would invalidate 
this somewhat poetical statement. The Emigrants alluded to 
arrived very late in the season, and I certainly could not but 
condemn the singular improvidence of these poor people, 
ai*riving here without means so late as they did; but what 
would be thought of the heartlessness of this writer when it 
became known that they were nobly, generously, and promptly 
assisted by the inhabitants of Montreal, whose zeal and muni- 
ficence in promoting Emigration deserved the highest com- 
mendation? The Emigrants were eventually settled among 
their friends in the eastern townships, and were likely to prove 
a valuable, thriving, respectable, contented, and industrious 
body of settlers, instead of perishing of hunger and disease in 
a land of strangers. No British subject is a stranger in Canada. 
It must prove a source of pleasure to every one to learn that 
more persons, immigrant settlers in Canada, have sent home 
means to assist their poorer friends, to take passage and come 
out in the spring this season, than were ever before known to 
do so : this was one of the most, if not the most convincing 
proofs that could be adduced in favour of this country. It was 
cheering, as indicating the prosperity of those who have settled 
here already, and the strong, abiding, enduring affection they 
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entertain for the goremment, laws, instimtions, cnstoms, and 
usages in this conntnr. 'Ho portion of Canada ean be more 
deeplj affected br Emigration than Qnebec: to see its noble 
rirer filled with ressels bringing an indastrioos population 
into the eonntrr, which will again send back these ressels 
freighted witii the products of their indostrjr, most be the 
ardent desire of all who wish well to the maritime and com- 
mercial greatness of Canada. The prosecotion of the pablic 
works, the promotion of Emigration, the setdanent of the 
pablic domain, and, abore all, the coltivation of a good under- 
standing between all classes of the commnnitr, were the objects 
of the Goremment ; and really, when viewing this citr, the 
scene of early enterprise and national Taloor, and contemplat- 
ing its people as the descendants of two illastrioos nations, 
renowned for their chiralry and honour, I must say, Jwngamms 
deztercUy Let us join right hands, and mutually glorying in rest- 
ing imder the protection of that meteor flag that has braced a 
thousand years the battle and the breeze, and that floats trium- 
phant over this lofty and impregnable citadel, conader it to be 
alike our ennobling distinction, as our highest privilege, to be 
clashed among the most faitliful, united, and prosperous sub- 
jects of the British Crown. With these remarks I would con- 
clude : when I again meet the inhabitants of Quebec, I hope 
to have much more glowing accounts to give theni of the 
spread and success of Emigration ; and before that time, I 
should, no doubt, have the means of communicating to them a 
variety of gratifying information." 

On the 23rd of March we arrived at Liverpool, and a few 
days afterwards proceeded to London. On the 4th and 12th 
of April, meetings of the Nova Scotia Baronets took place at 
the Thatched House Tavern, at both of which I attended. On 
the latter occasion, the Marquis of Downshire presided. On 
the 1 3th of April, I was presented to Her Majesty at the levee, 
by Lord Stanley, on my appointment as Emigration Agent for 
the Government of Canada, and, in conjunction with my 
friend Sir Allan INIacnab, delivered addresses entrusted to us 
for presentation . On the 21st, the North American Colonial 
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Committee re-assembled to commence their labours for the 
season ; and on the day following the Consulting Council of 
the British American Association held their first meeting, 
which was presided over by the Duke of Argyll, as President. 
On this occasion, the minutes of a meeting of the Baronets of 
Scotland, held on the 17th of March, were read ; letters were 
produced from about fifty Peers and Baronets of Scotland, 
(proprietors of upwards of 800,000 acres of land in Nova 
Scotia,) consenting to join the Association as Vice-Presidents 
or Members of the Council ; the constitution of the Association, 
or regulations for its management, as matured at a series of 
meetings, commencing on the 9th of January, 1841, and con- 
tinued from time to time to the 14th of April, 1842, was laid 
upon the table ; a report was read from the Board of Executire 
Commissioners, setting forth that arrangements had been en- 
tered into for the purchase of several extensive seignories on 
the north bank of the river St. Lawrence, which, from geogra- 
phical position, were admirably adapted to be the centre of the 
operations of the Association, and that, also, with a special 
view to providing for such settlers as had (like his Grace's 
tenantry of Tyree and Mull) been accustomed to fishing pur- 
suits, negotiations had been entered into for an extensive tract 
of land in Prince Edward's Island ; the prospectus of the 
Company, preparatory to its being issued to the public, was 
revised ; Sir Allan Macnab and myself severally addressed the 
meeting, and expressed our opinion in reference to the value 
of the lands contracted for, and the great advantages which 
would attend the operations of the Association ; and a resolu- 
tion was moved and unanimously adopted, " That the objects 
of the Association should be immediately proceeded with ; the 
meeting regarding the question of Emigration and Colonization 
to be one of paramount importance to the Colonies in British 
North America, as well as to the people of the United King- 
dom." 

On the 27th of April, the Colonial Society gave a grand 
public dinner at the Thatched House Tavern to Sir Allan 
Macnab. The Earl of Mountcashell tilled the chair, I having 
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the honoar to act as croupier. A large and distingaished com- 
pany attended. The proceedings were fully reported in the 
leading journals of the day ; and here I shall only give the 
addresses made by Sir Francis Bond Head, Bart., Mr. Urqu* 
hart, and myself: — 

Sir Francis, on returning thanks, spoke as follows : — ** Gen- 
tlemen, I rise to return you my best thanks for the honour you 
have done me in drinking my health. With respect to my own 
services, to which your noble chairman has just been pleased 
to refer, I beg leave to sum them up in one word. I did all I 
could, I did the best I could ; and having said this, I dismiss 
the subject. I now turn to a subject infinitely more interesting 
to you all ; to your gallant and distinguished guest, in honour 
of whom you have assembled, and whom I am so happy to see 
present. The generous welcome he has met with in this coun- 
try, has afforded me pleasure which I will not attempt to 
describe. From persons of the highest rank, and of both 
political parties, he has received the most gratifying marks of 
their approbation of his conduct. I have pleasure in an- 
nouncing to you, that at a public meeting of the members of 
the Senior United Service Club, especially convened for the 
purpose, Colonel Sir Allan Napier Macnab was this morning 
elected by acclamation an honorary member of that institution ; 
an unprecedented honour, which could only be conferred upon 
him by dispensing with a standing rule of the club ; and I have 
now only to look around me, to explain to you the high compli- 
ment which he is this evening enjoying by the presence of so 
many talented individuals, distinguished for their disinterested 
affection for our North American Colonies. Gentlemen, I be- 
lieve no one present more cordially congratulates your honour- 
able and gallant guest on the facts I have just stated than I do. 
At the same time I must confess, that what gives me most plea- 
sure, and what, during the whole evening, has been uppermost 
in my mind, is to reflect how proud and gratified the noble fel- 
lows who inhabit our splendid Colonies will be when they hear 
of the honour which has been conferred in their beloved mother 
country upon their leader in the senate as well as in the field ; 
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and without detracting from tlie merits of my gallant friend, I 
must repeat that I can think of nothing else but of the pleasure 
which his reception in this country will give to the inhabitants 
of our North American Colonies in general, and of Upper Ca- 
nada in particular — God bless them V 

Mr. Urquhart, who rose amid loud cheers, said :— *' We are 
met here this evening to thank one of our fellow*citizens for 
rendering to us a great and an important sendee • The service 
is great in a twofold manner; first, because it was well done ; 
secondly, because it was an important interest that he was 
called upon to protect. I am commissioned to propose to you, 
as a toast, the commemoration of that country which is so 
largely indebted to the services of Sir Allan Macnab for its tran- 
quillity at this moment, and for the possession of which Eng- 
land is so deeply indebted to him. I have to propose to you 
the toast of * Our North American Colonies, and Sir Charles 
Bagot.' I have been selected to fulfil this duty, not from any 
interest of any kind in those Colonies — ^not even from having 
had the advantage or the gratification of visiting them — ^but 
rather for this, that I know them not ; rather for this, that my 
interest in them arises out of my knowledge of the interests of 
England in other regions, — ^regions the most remote from these ; 
and perhaps it is from that remoter, that further point, that a 
better view, and a more distinct perception of the value of our 
western possessions can be obtained, than within the limit of 
our own frontiers, or even from the centre of the metropolis 
itself. We have met here to thank Sir Allan Macnab for these 
services ; and by that fact we have a second obligation to thank 
liim for. He has furnished to us the occasion, for the first 
time, of meeting in this country for the purpose of expressing 
feelings of gratitude to a Colonist, for calling forth responsive 
cheers of afiection from those provinces which I will not call 
Colonies, but from those * integral portions of the British Em- 
pire.' 

" At a moment when clouds are gathering aroimd and 
storms bursting upon us — when forebodings rise in the hearts of 
men, and danger springs even from the remotest corners of the 
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earth— a British Parliament is occupied in the pettiest and 
most insignificant of internal interests, and a nation is agitated 
with parish affairs! Questions involving the rights, security, 
inte<mty, and honour of the nation itself, can inspire neither 
parUament nor people with thought or care. 

** Look at the map, and ask yourselves where on the face of 
the earth do you find anythmg to be compared to the position of 
Nova Scotia and Cape Breton ? Where do you find elsewhere, 
throughout the globe, anything equal to its harbours, mines, 
facility of transport, and everything that has furnished the rich- 
ness of England— its fisheries, its navigation, its maritime 
greatness, the means of constructing ships, and of forming the 
men by which they are to be navigated ? Cape Breton and 
Nova Scoria are the very sources of maritime power ; it is there 
that the trident has sprung. England has held that trident 
only since she has possessed them ; when she loses them, it will 
have faUen from her grasp, if it has not been already shattered 
in her hand. We stand, and have stood, in war invulnerable, 
not merely because we are an island, but because our island is 
constructed in a peculiar manner. It has the advantages of at- 
tack, without being liable to the injuries of assault. We have 
harbours looking upon and threatening the shores of France 
and Germany, whilst they have no corresponding fastnesses and 
keeps. Further, we are to windward and they are to leeward; 
we can send forth fleets to their coasts, favoured by the winds 
by which they are oppressed. This controlling power possessed 
by England over the Continent, is exercised by North America 
over Europe. As England, with respect to the coasts of the 
Northern Ocean and to France, so does Nova Scotia stand with 
respect to Europe and to England herself. Westerly winds 
blow during two-thirds of the year ; and from Nova Scotia's 
thousand harbours, fleets may reach the Mediterranean sooner 
than from Plymouth or the Downs. Look at this position, and 
look then at the fortune you hold out to other powers, the mo- 
ment you are regardless of the value of your own possessions. 
In these Colonies reside manufacturing means equal to those 
that England possesses; there is the same happy juxtaposition 
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of iron and coal ; there are fisheries equal, and superior to thoso 
of England; there are to be found coasts, and harbours, and 
extensive means of water communication, still greater than even 
the wonderful natural advantages of England can rival ; there 
resides the maritime power which must command Europe, both 
by its timber and its naval position. Pat beside these things 
the spirit and the tendencies of the United States. If you see, 
then, that there are those in the world who are ready to take 
advantage wherever there is weakness, and wherever there is 
wealth, be assured that the wealth and the riches you possess 
will not be long yours, unless there be such a change effected 
in your mind as shall make it equal to your fortunes and your 
difficulties. Recall the past ! reflect on what we have lost — 
what perpetrated in America ! We have there a position now, 
only because we had won the affection of a population of French 
origin. They were faithful when those of our own race were 
rebellious ; and they have defended us when we were heedless 
of them. How is it that there is a British race in America not 
subject to the British Crown? Only through the injustice of 
our fathers — ^yet fathers worthier than their sons. Tliis great 
blow, because the first step in our decline, was an act of injus- 
tice. By this we degraded our fellow-citizens across the At- 
lantic from their allegiance, rent asunder their affections, and 
drove them into revolt. Thence are they a separate, and now, 
from similar causes, are they rapidly becoming a hostile people. 
Now, then, take a lesson from the danger, and there is no dan- 
ger for England, save from herself. In that French population 
you find loyalty and affection ; and even in the English popu- 
lation of the Canadas, mismanagement and corruption have not 
yet altogether extinguished loyalty ; and, believe me, the time 
is come for us to reckon our means, and to secure strength and 
confidence against the evil day — the evil day of our own bring- 
ing. These Colonies hare received from you no support, no 
favouring rights, no protection ; th^re has been in moments of 
danger, and in positions of menace, neither interest in the pub- 
lic nor Parliament. Your recent acts as a nation are such as 
to invite from their neighbours aggression ; such as to lead 
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every state in the world at once to hate and despise you ; con- 
verting the position of a British Colonist from one of security 
and honour^ to one of danger and disgrace : hut of these things 
you are nneonscions ; and, I fear, will not believe them, until 
your belief has become of no further use. 

" I will now beg yon to go back with me, for a moment, to 
some past incidents in the most remarkable period, perhaps, of 
our history, as elucidating the importance of our North American 
possessions ; not merely for their value, but for the aid they have 
lent towards the achievementof our Indian dominion. Our posi- 
tion in America becomes of importance from the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. It was first secured by theTreaty of Utrecht, 
when, by the possession of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia, we 
reaped the chief advantages, not merely of our maritime success, 
but of our victories on land. In the war that broke out in 1744, 
France, feeling the full importance of these possessions, made 
the most energetic maritime efforts known in her history to re- 
conquer them : a splendid fleet of seventy sail, with a large army 
on board, was destroyed by storms. These were fatal only because 
England was in possession of the harbours. In the following 
year she sent another fleet, which was defeated. The first dis- 
aster was entirely owing to the possession of Louisbourg and 
Annapolis by the English, Hali&x not having been then created. 
At the close of the war, England remained in entire possession 
of Cape Breton, St. John's, Nova Scotia, the forts of Annapolis 
and Louisbourg. Great was the astonishment, and deep was 
the mortification of our American interests, when, by the Treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, Cape Breton was again surrendered to 
France. But this surrender was made to obtain for England 
an equivalent elsewhere. By this surrender we r^ained 
Madras; and thus was a portion of our conquests in America 
employed to prepare the way for the dominion of England in 
India. So important was a then unsettled district of these pro- 
vinces in the eyes of England — so important in the eyes of 
France ! The war in 1755 was commenced in India ; it decided 
in favour of England, and against France, the supremacy 
of India. England succeeded solely by her supremacy at sea. 
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dependent upon the possession, during the peace, of North 
America. The war opened with the most formidable prepara- 
tions of France and England, for mutual attack and defence 
in America and in India ; their triumph or defeat in those re- 
mote regions being felt by each to be the most effective means 
of injuring the other. France's efforts were directed to recover 
these Colonies, holding already Canada and Cape Breton, 
England directed her efforts to the conquest of Louisbourg and 
Canada, and a powerful fleet and army were sent out for that 
purpose. This armament, taken in a storm off the coast of 
Cape Breton, was disabled. Cape Breton being then in the 
possession of the French, it had to seek refuge across the At- 
lantic, in the ports of Britain. 

** The depression produced by this great and unparalleled 
calamity in England, was such as to destroy the hope of re- 
conquering America, and the spirit of attempting it. Naval 
and military commanders alike considered the case desperate ; 
and the resignation of North America to France must have put 
an end to the maritime and commercial greatness of England, 
and raised the power of France to such a pitch as to leave no- 
thing to cope with her in the Old World or the New. These 
consequences were averted by an extraordinary event — the 
presence at that moment, and for a moment only, of the 
greatest of modern Englishmen at the head of the councils of 
this empire. Chatham was then the minister of England. To 
use his own words, * If Great Britain did not succeed in con- 
quering Cape Breton and Canada, France must expel her from 
America, and then the sun of England would be obscured by 
the extinction of her colonial dominions, and the loss of her 
trade in the East and in the West.' When the general ap- 
pointed to the command reiterated his difficulties and objec- 
tions, Chatham, who was then confined with the gout, sent to 
him to say, that * he had to deal with a minister who knew 
difficulties only by treading upon them.' In a memorandum, 
which has been preserved amongst the papers of Chatham re- 
specting the conduct of the war with France, there are these 
remarkable words : — * It is earnestly recommended that the 
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prsipas^ £3. an iL/ereiTzij snail space e^' trme; Loiisoaiir^ 5±ll, 
Ca}« 'Breton was ceerxpied ; sooo feZIawed tzie bacLe of Abra- 
hsoA^ Her^Uy ate pcmemion of Qne^wc aod xh^ Caiiarfa^ ; ^le 
f^jwttr ^AYji^^zn^ p^naazieiLtlTesabli^afid ia Axzucrica; and at 
th« Tr^atr of Paris, is 1763, d« was zn sad^spated poseesaQit 
#>f tJwt whole region from Florida ta tLe Pole. Oa tiie ocier 
E^^, io proportionatelj redaced was not only tire po^er of 
Franee, bnt of the Continent of Earope, as against tEe mari- 
ti»Mt: balance of England, that Chatham himselC when contem- 
phumz tlie poi^ibnitT of the onion of the Bovxzhon dynasties 
a^^nftt England, pointed to onr ships, to our American posses- 
moiM, and to the two millions of British br which ther were 
inhabited, as a power eqnal to cope with and to orerawe the 
nrtU/n of the crowns of Spain and France. 

** We now come to the measure of Pitt, in 1791. This 
in the antnv^ ffnrafniis of England. Mr. Pitt had then upon hb 
triind a war the most threatening in India, with the most power- 
ful (if the natire sorereigns in connexion with France — war the 
momt threatening in Europe, Russia and Austria combined, and 
the downfall of the Ottoman empire the consequence of their 
Sfseeesii — a war again re-threatening in America, as an effect of 
the state of Europe and France in all the incipient throes of a 
rolcanic irruption* At the same period a GoTemor of India is 
under impeachment for his life, and commotions for internal 
change agitate England. It is under the excitement and the 
distractions of these rarious necessities, that the mind of Pitt 
was giren to the framing of that Constitution of the Canadas 
by which the affections of the French Canadians were secured 
to England, and that stronghold given her oyer her possessions 
in America that kept tranquil and neutral the United States in 
the war that ensued, and in preserving its maritime resources 
for England, enabled her to employ them in Europe and in 
Asia, and to give to those regions her undivided strength and 
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her whole attention. But as in the events of men it is the 
human mind that is important, so in the events of states it is 
the genius of individuals that makes them of value, and that 
renders them memorable ; and it is a link more remarkably 
attaching the destinies of Canada to the greatness of England, 
that it was in the debate on the Canada Bill that were brought 
first into direct collision the great spirits of that age, — Fox, 
Burke, and Pitt. Pitt's bill was made the subject of discussing 
the question of the French Revolution, and of adjusting parties 
for the struggle that was to follow. I look upon Pitt's bill of 
1791 as one of the greatest monuments of his ability, and the 
greatest of the services that he rendered to his country. Had 
a bill of an opposite tendency been at the time introduced, as 
it was proposed by his antagonists, the Canadian population 
would have been disgusted, our power in America shaken, the 
United States probably again led into conflict, the French 
power would have obtained a footing in America, and in that 
arduous struggle, where every muscle was stretched to the ex- 
treme, and barely was life and success attained at the end, 
defeat must have been our portion had Canada been a weight 
in the opposing scale. 

*^ Pitt's object was to place the French population between 
the St. Lawrence and the frontier of the United States, to allow 
them to spread in and entirely to occupy that region, where, by 
their military spirit and their local affections, they should be a 
barrier and a protection for England, so as to maintain her 
position in America without expense, so as to curtail and arrest 
the expansive tendencies of the United States. His object was 
not to make them British in name, but British in affection ; 
and that was to be done by preserving, not destroying, their 
laws, religion, language, and customs. ' It is in the French 
spirit,' he said, * of the Canadians that the strength of England 
in America depends.' Such, then, is the fortune you hold in 
the tenure of your North American Colonies i such the debt of 
gratitude you owe to the affections of your Canadian fellow- 
subjects. A fatal day will it be for England when she despises 
the one or chills the other. 
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*' Bat if Canada were of no raloe; if ^oTmSeodaliadiiofiH'- 
tre^es, barbonn, ot mines. Cape Breton no fislieriea; if diere 
werenowesterirvinds; if there were no timns-Atlantie or Euro- 
pean enemr to be restrained; if there were no necjusiif to norture 
force tor onr de&nee, — still would it be s bonnden dntr fer the 
Eng^'fh nation to ^tf ?«♦»;« iii^ rights and independenee of its 
own eonntrr, and while one Canadian remained attached to ns, 
and claimed oar pr o tect ion, that man's head ooght to come to the 
block who conld speak of sepeistion. Ton hare heard this night 
that these men hare been told that ther ooght to repudiate their 
alleiriance to this coantrr : and the man who has told them so is 
an EDzIishman^aDd he lives — ^he walks the public streets unen- 
dangered and undenounced, he enters your tctj senate, and 
nts there the counsellor of the nation he betrajs : and he is not 
one, there are many such. And what may not be done with a 
nation where such men lire, where such men are honoured? 

** England was no longer England when she drove the 
children that had issued fixnn her loins into revolt ; and having 
driven them into revolt bj her acts, the next thing is to justify 
sedition. To speak of the separation of the Colonies from the 
mother countrv, is to destrov allegiance on the one hand, and 
protection on the other ; it is to justify mismanagement, and 
all misgovemment : and for these crimes the masks are taken 
of doctrine and of opinion — ^the colours are assumed of philan- 
thropy and liberality 

It having devolved upon me to propose as a toast ** The 
cause of Emigration," I did so in the following terms: — 

** My Lords and Gentlemen, I return you my warmest 
thanks for requesting me to propose a toast connected with the 
cause of Emigration, which is now attracting general attention, 
and to which I have always been devotedly attached. On my 
first visit to those fertile and extensive regions on the American 
continent, over which the British flag holds sway, I found all 
the elements of wealth and happiness in full operation, from 
the annual influx of thousands of our fellow-countrymen, whose 
industrious exertions were sure to be followed there by com- 
plete success. The first serious defection in the Emigration to 
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Canada occurred in 1835, the year following the letter of Mr. 
Hume, so severely and justly condemned by my friend Sir Allan 
Macnab ; so serious was the injury inflicted on the province 
by that production, that the decrease in one season amounted 
to 15,000 persons. Scarcely had the province recovered from 
this shock than it was doomed to a still severer blow. The 
fatal effects of 1837 reduced Emigration the following year to 
less than 3,000, a fearful contrast with that of 1832, which was 
nearly 52,000. In 1839, at the instigation of many friends in 
Canada, I resolved to cross the Atlantic, and use my exertions 
to restore the fertilizing stream of Emigration, then diverted 
to all other channels, to that country, where it was so sure to 
reward the efforts of the industrious and prudent settler. On 
my arrival in this country, I found the most erroneous impres* 
sions generally prevailing relative to Canada. In all those 
particulars, in which it should stand at least as well in the esti- 
mation of the British public as the United States — geographical 
position, soil, climate, &c., it was unjustly decried and depre- 
ciated — and in other respects, in which it stands immeasurably 
superior, government, laws, institutions, probity, natural re- 
sources, gradual and satisfactory development, the most erro- 
neous opinions prevailed. The consequences were, a disincli- 
nation on the part of Emigrants to proceed to Canada, a dis- 
trust on the part of capitalists to invest their means, and an 
effort, on the part of some political economists, from their 
peculiar opinions, to render the government of the Colonies so 
difficult and expensive as to induce the parent State to fling 
them off. These were the difficulties with which Canada had 
to contend ; and great credit is due to the noble Chairman, and 
to this Society, for their unwearied and persevering efforts to 
disseminate more correct opinions, promote Emigration, restore 
confidence, and forward the general interests of our Colo- 
nial Empire. It must be most satisfactory to this meeting to 
hear that a steady annual increase to the population of our 
North American Colonies has taken place since 1838, the num- 
bers arriving at Canada alone, last year, being nearly 29,000. 
Although there is still a party to be met with who would sacri- 
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' fice the Colonks to their own theories, and who nerer rgoice 
more than when giTin^ circiilation to reports injnrkNis to our 
North American possesioxiSy hj the institution of anfiur com- 
parisons, bj their declarations that thousands leare Canada 
fer the States, forgetting always to inform the people of the 
thousands who lemre the States fer Canada; notwithstanding 
this di^osidon, and these drawbacks, the jieace, prosperity, 
and adrance of Canada, daring the last year, has hecon, and will 
he, the best antidote to these pemidoiis efforts. I remember 
when the most active means were employed to impress on the 
minds of the people that there was no land left fer settlement. 
This was followed by a statement that it was &r dearer than in 
the States ; and when the pnblic domain was freely giren to 
the indostrioos settler, on certain conditions, then, forsooth, 
the best mode to settle a country was to pot a high price on its 
lands. Happily, both for Canada and Great Britain, there is 
not only public domain fer settlement, bat pnblic works to 
afford abundance of profitable employment : and the energy, 
actirity, improrement, enterprise, and hope, ererywhere to be 
witnessed in Canada at this time, is a presage and an earnest 
that its futore career will be unchecked by the pestiferous 
theories of political economists, or the circulation of unjust and 
unfounded statements. No document from the Colonial Office 
erer diffused more joy amongst a people, than the despatch of 
Lord John Russell to the late GoTemor-Greneral, containing, 
amongst other interesting pledges, — * In any measures that 
may be adopted, it must be taken for granted that Her Majesty 
persists in the determination to maintain at all hazards her 
royal authority in Canada. Neither the honour of Her Ma- 
jesty's Crown, nor the support due to her loyal subjects in 
British North America, nor the provident care of the interests 
of the empire at large, would permit any deviation from this 
fixed principle of British policy.' What more encouraging 
incentive, what greater inducement to the patriotic capitalists 
than this, freely to invest their means in possessions thus 
strongly guaranteed ? * We have no alternative; we have only 
to consider the means of binding Canada more firmly to this 
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country, of developing her resources, of strengthening her 
British population, of defending her territory, and of support- 
ing and encouraging the loyal spirit of her people/ When, 
then, my Lords and Gentlemen, you consider the relative situa- 
tion of Great Britain and her North American possessions, 
and reflect that they stand the most in need of what you have 
the most to spare — ^a vigorous population and an unemployed 
capital, — that that population will supply this country with the 
necessary addition to its food, and take from it in exchange its 
manufactured goods, now excluded from other countries, ex- 
cept paid for in bullion, — and, above all, that this important 
traffic and interchange will be carried on by our own ships, 
increasing the strength of our commercial marine, it will be 
obvious that the warm promotion of Emigration is of conse- 
quence to the mariner, the merchant, the farmer, the colonist, 
and the statesman. In the encouragement given to it, I only 
ask justice for Canada. Its admirable position, its vast domain, 
its great salubrity, its unbounded fertility, its mineral wealth, 
its extensive fisheries, its ready access, the cheapness of its land, 
the vastness of its waters, the magnitude of its bays, the num- 
ber of its harbours, but, above all, its wholesome laws, its 
matchless constitution, its unequalled government ; this felici- 
tous combination of circumstances renders this favoured and 
happy Colony one of the most attractive, as it is one of the 
nearest, most improving, and most valuable possessions of the 
British Crown. I hope, my Lords and Gentlemen, that, recog- 
nised as an integral part of the empire, Canada, under the 
fostering, sustaining, and protecting power of Great Britain, 
will realise the expectations of the Colonial Minister, * that 
with a legislature in Canada disposed to co-operate with the 
Queen and the Parliament of the United Kingdom in develop- 
ing her vast and unexplored resource;?, there is every hope that 
we shall behold the prosperity of that noble province augment 
every year, and add more and more to the strength and stability 
of the empire.' With these remarks, I beg to propose * Suc- 
cess to the cause of Emigration to British North America.'" 
On the 29th of April, the Consulting Council of the British 
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American Association again assembled* TheMarqness of Dr" 
shire, one of the Vke Presidents, filled the dair. On lis 
occasion I read a report £rom the EzecntiTe Board of < 
sifHiers, setting forth the considerations which 
be expected to secure for the Association tlie snpport of t^e 
monied public, and of all interested in the weUire of tiiei&adtfr 
conntiy and the Colonies ; m depntataon horn the Board of 
Commisaoners was appointed to proceed to ScotlaDd in Sbt- 
therance of the objects of the Association; and the proeeedinss 
were ordered to be printed and commnnicated to sadi alsezt 
peers and baronets as were members, which was aocardingiT 
done. 

In the month of Mar, porsnant to the antbontr from the 
Cooncil, m deputation from the Board of Ommussaoners, con- 
sisting of Sir Allan Maraafa, Sir Richard Broun, and mjseli^ 
proceeded to Scotland. On the 17th of Maj, dming the pre- 
Talence of most alarming distiess in the Oty of Edinburgh. I 
was introduced by the LfOrd ProTost to the Gonndl then assem- 
bled^ and at their request addressed them on the subject of die 
success which had resulted to the Scotch settlers in Canada. 

I attended the leree nt Holvrood House, held on the 21st, 
when Her Maiestr's Lord Hi^b Commisaoner to the General 

Assemblv of the Church of Scotland then sitting reeeared me 

• *^ 

mos^t sjaciouslT, and consented to become one of the Vice Pre- 
sidents of the Association^ whose meritorious objects he most 
conliallT apprc^Twi of. 

On the *4tb, a numercHXS and hlg-nly xnduential public meet- 
injT tcs>k place, the Rigbt Hon, Sir James Forrest, Bart^ Lord 
Pi\>Tv»st, in Ae chair. There were present Tarious baronets, 
m considerable portion of the dvic authorities, and a lai^ 
attendance of dorsr* and tie ciief iiib&lKTants of the citr. Tlie 
proeeedingsi iirere commenced by ihe Lord Provost, who staled 
his beanr concurrMjce in the ob^^ts for which the British 
American As5»oeiativ\n had Y*een wtranired, labouring as the 
whole Vnit>ed Kinjv^om wms, under the exils of a redundant, 
nnen^i^lored populAtion. IVr. Alisca, wbo« great exertions in 
th« cau^ ^ humanitr^ and tie impro^^emait of the condition 
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of the poor, has acquired for him a very distinguished position 
in the public regard, moved the first resolution ; and in the 
course of his long and eloquent exposition of the grievous dis- 
tress existing throughout the country, stated that, " In Edin- 
burgh eighteen per cent, of the population were living on 
charity, and that the average duration of life was lessening, and 
that of crime extending and increasing." At the conclusion of 
his speech, he expressed his solemn conviction that, ** It was 
not to be expected that the favour of heaven could dwell upon 
a land that made no effort to remedy an evil of such magni- 
tude." 

He was confirmed in his views by the Very Rev. Principal 
MacFarlane, who, in following him, said — *^ He felt himself 
wanting in preparation for the duty imposed on him, and per- 
haps of inability to do it justice under any circumstances, but 
he hoped the meeting would accept his hearty good will to the 
cause, as a substitute for whatever might be wanting either in 
ability or preparation. He was much gratified to hear the 
preceding speakers connecting the two important objects, Emi- 
gration and Colonization ; these ought never to be separated. 
In an old country, with our peculiarities of climate, and soil, 
and occupation, there had always occurred, and he feared 
would still occur, an occasional redundancy of population, 
pressing on the means of subsistence. It would never do in 
these circumstances, merely to remove from the country those 
who instead of contributing to its strength and prosperity, were 
felt to have become an incumbrance and source of weakness. 
It was the duty of those who were to profit by their removal, 
to provide for their future comfort and prosperity, and, if pos- 
sible, to place them in those situations where as Colonists they 
might contribute to the population and strength of both the 
general empire and the locality in which they were settled. 
He was well aware of the extensive provision which had been 
made both in the inland and maritime North American British 
Colonies for the reception and favourable settlement of Emi- 
grants from this country, and, as had been justly observed, in 
so doing they consulted their own interest and advantage* 
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it was not soTOxissms -^^^ they gTitTnTiI eordiallj inrice mto their 
nnoceaoied terricorr c&e naxrlT ami innomirahle Hislilaiuier, 
tii^ mscnicas artizaxi in wooil ami iruiu ami tiie crerlaatin^ 
difi^er fmn Imamir witoae spade realized the aBoral of the 
£ibie, ami hi eolsvaczxc the earth giffoni fkU^ to tarn vp a 
auae o£ aobaiBSence ami wealm. Bat he ibb^ he permitted to 
plead fisr, he ^¥«y^^ a les fhiourire diaas of CoIazxBtSy — the 
sa&rm^ pea^cis ami ocha* Tnann^Tytarers of the towns and 
▼illac^s of die Wess of Scctlami. Wlrhour amjenralning the 
importance of those hranches oi nidiistnr in which ther were 
hakioxallj cngiiged, the factnarions ot demand Sar articles of 
mannfibctnre, and the incrsatsn^ ;zse of maiihinerr, exposed 
them to periodical want of enplojmexc, and consequent dis- 
treaa, xnercasin^ in aere riii at each soccesBre retnm. At the 
prcKnt moment it was «T«e to the last decree, and there 
were hundredsy naj, eren tiioasands of them, who had no 
fcsooree kft bat EmigTatuxu These men certainly did not 
possess the powerfol nrasde, the practiang oat-do<»r labonr, or 
the capocxtj of oTercoming the immediate dificolties attendant 
on a new coonrnr, which were to be found in those who 
remoTed from other districts ; bat he coald attest, from ample 
experience, that no class of men coald sorpass them in patient 
ezidaranee of porertj and sn&ring, or in perseTerin^ industry 
in those branches to which they had been accnstomed. They 
possessed farther recommendations ; most of them woold carry 
with them nameroos &milies, rejoicing to be delirered firom 
the smoke, and confinement, and demoralizing influences of 
great towns and mana&cturing Tillages ; the derelopment of 
whose stamina in the open air and healthy employment of 
agricoltaral labour, must render them in a few years a Taluable 
acqnisition to the districts in which they had settled, and the 
probable parents of a race inheriting the language, and moral 
feelings, and patriotism, of their ancestors. He could further 
assure the meeting that they would carry with them an earnest 
desire for the benefits of religious instruction and moral educa- 
tion to themselves and to their children. It had been most 
erroneously supposed that they were habitually indifferent to 
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these objects ; if their attendance in public worship had been 
irregular, it arose from the national pride of Scotchmen, shrink- 
ing from mixing with their fellow-worshippers with a shabby 
and degraded exterior ; and if they did not avail themselves of 
the advantages of education for their children, it was partly 
because the moderate cost of obtaining it pressed heavily on 
their means of subsistence, and partly because the demand for 
juvenile labour rendered the earnings of even the youngest an 
important element in the support of their family. He could 
assure the meeting that such men possessed all the feeling of 
parents, and children, and brothers, and sisters ; that they 
desired, and in more favourable circumstances would eagerly 
grasp, at every opportunity of improving their own religious 
character, and of obtaining amoral and religious education for 
their offspring. He was delighted to know that such advan- 
tages became everyday more and more abundant in the British 
Colonies of North America. He was gratified to find that 
those young men, not a few of whom he had known, in every 
condition of life, repairing to the mother country for educa- 
tion, were now enabled to procure it, in every degree, from 
the elementary school up to the newly established college in 
the land to which they properly belonged, and their patriotic 
attachment to which, its association with the early cultivation 
of their minds, and their gradual attainments in knowledge, 
could not but gradually increase. It must be the desire of 
the present meeting, that such establishments should be mul- 
tiplied, and become more prosperous, and under this impres- 
sion he begged to move the resolution, in the full confidence 
that it would meet with their unanimous and most cordial 
approbation." 

The second resolution having been committed to my charge, 
I rose and said : — 

** My Lord Provost, and Gentlemen, — I have been requested 
by the Most Noble the Marquis of Bute, Her Majesty's High 
Commissioner to the General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, to state, that the necessary presence of his Grace, at the 
General Assembly, alone prevented him from personally ex- 
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pressing to this meetiiig his full approbation and concurrence 
in the objects of the Association, requesting, at the same time, 
that his name might be enrolled as one of its Vice-Presidents." 

I then read a letter from his Grrace to that effect, and said itwas 
also a greatpleasnre to me to know that four gentlemen from the 
House of Anembly of CSanada were then present, to support with 
all their power, a consolidation of interests intended to relieve 
the overpeopled districts of Great Britain by the Colonization 
of British North America, and that the Attorney-General from 
Eastern Canada, and my esteemed friends Sir Allan Macnab 
and Mr. Buchanan, were, although politically opposed, warmly 
united in this great undertaking. I then continued — 

** My Lord, and Gentlemen, — The painful narration which 
you have listened to, from the two preceding speakers, as to the 
melancholy state and condition of the labouring classes in Scot- 
land, is, I fear, not limited to Scotland alone, but extends over 
many other portions of the United Kingdom. It is, however, 
with Scotland that we have now to deal ; and really the har- 
rowing statements as to this deep and general distress, would 
be calculated to fill the public mind with alarm and dismay, 
but that a remedy, at once national and desirable, is presented 
to our notice, in the extensive, fertile, and thinly peopled re- 
gions belonging to the British Crown in North America. 

** This destitution, though not so immediately threatening 
as that which existed in the Highlands in 1836 and 1837, is 
still fearful, extensive, increasing, and menacing ; and it must 
be obvious, that if the munificence which was then displayed, 
to arrest a temporary, though pressing emergency, had been 
exercised in the removal of the population, a recurrence of the 
calamity would have been altogether prevented. For many 
years prior to 1838, a very large voluntary Emigration had 
been going on annually to the British provinces in North Ame- 
rica, and to Canada in particular. In the two years of 1831 
and 1832, upwards of 100,000 Emigrants landed at Quebec : 
the events which subsequently occurred in Canada led to a vast 
diminution in this perennial supply. In 1838, there were not 
much above 2,000 Emigrants that season \ and in 1839, urged 



I 



AND COLONIZATION. 175 

by many friends in the province, I came to Scotland, visiting 
Inverness, Gl&sgow, and other places, with the hope of re* 
storing that confidence in Canada, without which it was vain 
to hope the tide of Emigration conld be restored. In 1840, 1 
received a pressing invitation from his Grace the Duke of Argyll 
to attend a meeting in this city, in order to co-operate with him, 
and the other large proprietors whose estates were over- 
peopled, in promoting Emigration to Canada. A Committee 
was then formed, and the question has not slumbered since. 
The absence of his Grace the Duke of Argyll, on this occasion, 
permits me to say, that his earnest solicitude to secure the hap- 
piness of the people who shall proceed to Canada from his 
estates, is every way worthy of his exalted name and character; 
and that the deep interest he has manifested in the prosecution 
of this question, has caused an equally warm feeling in Canada 
to co-operate and assist in any great measure of Colonization. 
On my return to Canada in 1840, a large association was formed 
in the city of Toronto, with branches in other portions of the 
province. This association met with the concurrence, and re- 
ceived the approbation of the late lamented Governor-General 
of British North America, who consented to become its patron. 
In the prospectus issued by that association, there is ample 
proof of the earnest desire of the proprietors in Canada to unite 
their efforts with those of their fellow-subjects in this hemi- 
sphere, to promote a large, beneficial, and comprehensive 
scheme of Colonization. They say * the statistics of the coun- 
try, and the inexhaustible capabilities of the land, are becoming 
thoroughly known ; and, above all, the country is at peace, 
within and without, and men, by common consent, are uniting 
by a laudable attention to private good, to swell the aggregate 
of public prosperity. The Executive Government, too, is ac- 
tively at work for the good of those under its protection, espe- 
cially in the forming of roads, and rendering some of the most 
fertile tracts in the country accessible for settlement. It is 
making preparations on a grand scale for those who choose to 
avail themselves of its paternal aid. But great as is its power, 
and wise and benevolent as they may be who wield it, there is 
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Still m Tist amoant of good connected with tlie Cdonization of 
this eoantiy which draimstuiees hmre rendered it impossible 
ibr the loesl gOTcrnment to perform. It is precisdy that defi- 
eiencT which it is in the power of the Emigrmtion Association 
to supply. An eril attendant opon the Colonintion of Canada 
in times past is indostrioosl j represented as still existing in 
its aggTATated forms, br those who woold deter settlers firom 
sdecting this proTince as their home. It is urged that nearly 
an the lands within the settled precincts of the proTince have 
passed into the hands of prirate indifiduals; and that the new 
Emigrant most necessarily go &r into the depths of the forest, 
remote from the peopled settlements, where, whaterer may be 
the exedlence of this land, he will be remote firom markets, 
mills, or eren roads, or the means of proeoring labour or snp- 
plies, daring the first years of his rendenee. These difficulties 
have existed to a great and disheartening extent, sometimes so 
as to induce the settler to abandon his possesions. It is true, 
also, that a great proportion of the land, especially in the older 
sunreyed townships, comprehending the choicest locations, in 
the neighbourhood of roads and nayigable waters, now belongs 
to private indiridnals — and it is this very fiust that enables the 
Association to be of the most essential senrice. These tracts 
are at present unproductiye to the owner. 

'* ' The Association are happy in knowing, for many of such 
proprietors are among its most xealous members, that such 
lands generally remain in their present profitless fertility, only 
because the hand of man is wanting to turn them into pro- 
ductire corn-fields and animated pastures ; and that if their 
fellow-countrymen were here to make use of them, they would 
be happy to g^ye them eyery aid which could tend to thdr 
future advantage ; they are well aware that by a settlement and 
cultivation of a portion of their lands, the adjoining portions 
will become better worth the purchasing by foture Emigrants, 
or by the settler himself when he shall become prosperous.* 
My object in reading this part of the prospectus, is to show 
that there is an earnest desire, and fixed intention amongst the 
landed proprietors in Canada to unite together with their fel- 
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low-subjects here in the settlement of their ample and attractive 
domain. The inexhaustible resources of British North America 
are now lying dormant and profitless, comparatively speaking, 
for want of that main element of wealth, an active and abun* 
dant population. The cities of Edinburgh, and Glasgow, 
with the manufacturing town of Paisley alone, comprehend 
more inhabitants than the entire portion of Western Canada, 
including the city of Toronto, the towns of Kingston, Brock- 
ville, Cobourg, Hamilton, Niagara, many other towns, and an 
extent of country of several hundred miles. Thus, while the 
dense population of the United Kingdom is a source of perpe- 
tual inquietude and anxiety, the scanty population of Canada is 
a great drawback to its advancement. Whilst here, they must 
be objects of constant solicitude ; there, with the wide field for 
their exertions, they can not only ensure their own success, but 
become profitable customers to the manufacturers of this king- 
dom. All the industrious classes have succeeded well in 
Canada, and none more than those from Scotland. Large 
sums have been remitted by those who went there penniless, to 
aid in the removal of their destitute relatives in this country. 
During the last eight years, through one channel alone, 
£15,000 have been thus remitted in average sums of £8. In 
the city of Toronto, a Savings' Bank has been established, the 
deposits of which, during the last half-year, amounted to 
£2,377. The sales of land have materially increased of late; 
and from my own knowledge, there was a larger subjugation 
of the forest in the Home District, and generally through 
Western Canada, last year, than for many years past — ^perhaps 
greater than during any preceding year. Admirably adapted 
for Britons by the salubrity of its climate, the fertility of its 
soil, its proximity to Britain, the constant intercourse main- 
tained by steam, the moderate price of land, the abundant 
reward for labour^ the immense extent of internal water com- 
munication, the friendship of all classes of the people, its 
government, constitution, laws, all tend to recommend a scheme 
of Colonization to every patriot and philanthropist in the king- 
dom. The present enlightened Governor of British North 

N 
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America, animated by the example of his predecessors, is de- 
sirous of encouraging Emigration to the utmost of his power. 
In general, the demand for unskilled labour has been very 
small, mechanics and agricultural labourers being most in 
requisition ; but his Ezcellencv, in his despatch to the noble 
Lord, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, states, * during 
the approaching season so many public works will, I trust, be 
in operation, that there can be no fear of a want of employment 
for all who are able to work.' Since I have been in Scotland, 
I have been asked by many persons. Do not all the Emigrants 
go over to the States ? I am happy to give the Governor- 
General's reply to this interrogatory : — * The Emigration during 
the past year from this province to the United States has been 
comparatively small ; and there seems reason to believe that it 
* has been balanced by the Immigration from the United States. 
Those who went from this were principally persons whose rela- 
tions were settled in the United States, and who, coming out 
to join them, had taken the route of the St. Lawrence, on 
account of its superior cheapness.' The late Lord Sydenham, 
in a despatch also to the former Colonial Secretary, when for- 
warding the returns made by the Emigrant agents in the pro- 
vince, says, * These returns afford the most conclusive answer 
to statements which have been circulated, for mischievous pur- 
poses, through the public press, and which may, perhaps, have 
beea repeated in England, that Emigrants were leaving this 
province in great numbers for the United States, and that great 
distress prevailed among those who remained here. Your 
Lordship will perceive that these statements are not only not 
consistent with truth, but are the very reverse of it.' I have 
felt it my duty, my Lord, earnestly to direct your attention, and 
that of the people of this country, to this portion of the subject ; 
because, although I feel myself on this point invulnerable, yet 
I cannot disguise from myself that a very mischievous influ- 
ence has been exerted over the public mind by a late author, 
who, however much he may have immortalized himself by the 
subdued mode of travel he practised in England some years 
since, took advantage of travelling by steam in Canada, and 
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having only seen its waters, took upon himself to pronounce 
upon the character of its land . I have disposed of his crudities 
in a letter which I have puhlicly addressed to him ; but I here 
unhesitatingly affirm, that in the whole length and breadth of 
our Sovereign's dominions are not to be found all the elements 
of domestic wealth, social happiness, agricultural prosperity, 
and commercial greatness, more highly concentrated and tho- 
roughly available than on the continent of British North 
America. Lars:e and fertile domains, mines and fisheries, 
capacious harbours and hydraulic privileges, cities, towns, vil- 
lages ; and above all, the increasing means and opportunities 
for public worship and education. 

" In reading the account, for some months past, of the 
arrivals from the western hemisphere, I have been much struck 
and gratified, that whilst columns of the public journals hare 
been devoted to the accounts from the United States, the intel- 
ligence from Canada has been summed up in the very signi- 
ficant expression, ' There is no news from Canada ; all is quiet.' 
Long may it so continue, distinguished for its love of order, 
probity, laws, and government, and its proud and happy con- 
nexion with Great Britain. Last year a highly respectable 
clergyman of the Church of Scotland, the Rev. Dr. Liddell, 
was sent from this city to preside over an university formed for 
the express benefit of the Scotch population in Canada. This 
year, the present Governor-General has just laid, in the greatest 
pomp, the foundation-stone of a kindred institution in the city 
of Toronto. The people of Scotland have ever felt a deep soli- 
citude for the education of their people ; and the establishment 
of universities, schools, and churches, will be most satisfactory 
to them. I have previously said that the Scotch are amongst 
the best and most thriving settlers in Canada ; — they are so ; 
in some districts the language of Ossian and Fingal is the com- 
mon language, and the tartan is still the favourite garb of kind 
women and brave men. All industrious men succeed in Cana- 
da; the miner from Cornwall, the fisherman from the Orkneys, 
the ploughman from the Lothians, the hardy spadesman from 
Connaught, form together a united and prosperous people. 

jr2 



180 8T8TSXATIC SaaOBATIOV 

These are some of the grounds on which I inTite yoor co-ope- 
rttion and atiittance in the removal of your too namerous 
popohuion to settle on the ample field thrown open for them in 
the possessions of Her Migestj in North America." 

After some other obsenrations, I eondnded mj address as 
fi>Ilows: — 

** Before I eondnde, there is one snbjeet on which I wodd 
say a few words: I allode to the reriTd of the cUdma of the 
Baronets of Note Scotia. Of the rights or the expediency of 
adyancing the daims of the Baronets, it is unnecessary for me 
eren to express an opinion; bnt I can haye no hesitation in 
stating my conTiction, that their present patriotic combination, 
irrespectxre of those claims, founded on considerations of the 
loftiest philanthropy, as well as on theprindples for which that 
Order was founded, is highly meritorious, and must prore emi- 
nently beneficial. Nothing, I am persuaded, will more gratify 
the subjects of the British Crown residing in the transatlantic 
possessions of our Sorereign, than the knowledge that a power- 
fiil, illustrious, ancient branch of the British nobility are inte- 
rested in their welfare, united together to watch over their pro- 
gress, and promote their success. Such a confederation, zea- 
lously co-operating with the people in the provinces, will greatly 
tend to preserve their tranquillity, extend their settlement, and 
enlarge their prosperity. British North America, by her rapid 
Colonization, under such auspicious influence, will cause addi- 
tiond employment to the sail and loom, by her extended com- 
merce, flourishing agriculture, and prosperous population; 
whilst our maritime greatness and manu&cturing interests will 
be wonderfully promoted, and the parent state and the Colonies 
thus united together in the indissoluble bonds of interest and 
affection, the motto of Scotland will be equally that of the Em- 
pire, ' Nemo me impune lacemt /' " 

I concluded by moving the following resolution : — 
** That Her Majesty's possessions in North America present 
an inexhaustible outlet for the redundant population of the 
United Kingdom ; whilst it is matter of national importance 
that their great resources should be speedily developed." 
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Sir Allan Macnab then rose to second the motion, and was 
received with deafening cheers, which lasted several minutes. 
When the plaudits of the auditory ceased, the gallant and 
patriotic chieftain said — 

** Although I have been in the metropolis of the land of my 
fathers but a few hours, I rejoice that my first visit is on so auspi- 
cious an occasion as the present, and to support so important a 
subj ect as that now occupying your attention. I can speak, from 
long experience, as to the great capabilities of the country where 
I was bom, to receive the whole overflowing population of this 
country ; and I can refer with great pride to every vote of mine 
on this subject during several successive parliaments in Canada, 
as an earnest of my desire to promote the settlement of that pro- 
vince, by the inhabitants of the British isles. It does seem to me 
extraordinary, that considering I could be at my own residence, 
many hundred miles in the interior of Western Canada, with less 
than one mile of land-carriage, and in eighteen days from this 
city, that so valuable, and important, and interesting an appen- 
dage of the British Crown should be so little known, and less 
appreciated. But I believe better days are dawning upon it, 
and the existing misery and distress in Scotland, I am certain, 
may subserve the best interests of British North America. I 
think such an union and co-operation of the Nova Scotia Ba* 
ronets as the present, will prove an eminently useful material 
in the Colonization of British North America. I can answer^ 
that the people of Canada will be proud to act with so useful, 
influential, and numerous a body ; and their confederation, at 
this time, for the purpose of promoting the Colonization of the 
British provinces in North America, independently of their as- 
sertion of their own claims on the British Government, will very 
greatly promote a sound and beneficial Emigration to Canada4 
I think with many of the speakers who have addressed this 
meeting, that the time has now arrived when this question must 
be fairly met, and the evils complained of effectually remedied; 
The sufferings of the people of Great Britain, and the need of an 
augmented population in Canada, must no longer remain in 
such anomalous apposition. With these feelings, it is as the son of 
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a Seotdnnan, bom in Canada, and not one whit die leas a 
Scotdrman for tliat, tliat I am anxioos to support and promote 
a large Immi^ratioo. I bare Ken many of tiie most popo- 
loos portions of Canada, where hundreds of Scotchmen are 
Jiwing in mdependence, a ^c^ forest before eren it 
sor f e je d for settlement — I can, therefore, encourage this 
AmocuUion to pros ec nte therr mentorioos laboorSy and I diaD 
be most happj to grre them, or anr one asking it, anr informa- 
tion in mj power relatire to Canada, the mnch-IoTcd land of 
mr birth." 

The Rer. Dr. Alton, of Dolphinton, in supporting the Tiews 
of the preceding speakers, said. He was extremdr gratified to 
find that the British American Association was not nnmindfbl 
of that essential adjunct to successful Colonixation, — the rdigioas 
and moral cultiration of the settlers who should go ont under 
their care. With regard to the reriTal of the rights of the 
^ora Scotia Baronets, he was confident nothing could prore 
more boieficial, or was more desirable. He knew that in many 
parts of his own neigfabouihood, numerous fomilies possessing 
means of settling themsdves in Canada, and who were rery 
desirous of going there, were only restrained firom doing so, 
from a fear that all the existing affinities which had long been 
the characteristics of Scotland, would be serered by a trans- 
atlantic Toyage, but who would be at once inspired with cou- 
rage and confidence to proceed thither, when assured of the 
patronage and protection of this ancient and noble body. He 
looked upon this as the most auspicious element in any system 
of Colonization that he had seen propounded, knowing the 
high and honourable character of those who were to form the 
Consulting Council to regulate the proceedings of this Assoda- 
tion. It was g^tifying to hear, that Her Majesty's posses* 
sjons in British America present an inexhaustible outlet for the 
redundant population of the United Kingdom, and that it was 
a matter of national importance that their great resources 
slionld be made arailable. Sir Allan Macnab had expressed his 
pleasure at finding himself in the land of his forefathers, and 
•orronnded with so many influential men .who united in sup* 
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porting the objects proposed by the British American Asso- 
ciation ; and that although born in Canada, he felt not less 
a Scotchman than any present, and nothing could afford him 
greater pleasure, or his fellow-subjects residing in Canada, 
than to promote the removal of the mass of destitution unhap- 
pily preyailing everywhere in the kingdom, to such a boundless 
field for the acquisition of future independence as the fertile 
provinces presented from whence he came. The facility of 
reaching that rising region of agriculture and commerce 
was so improved, that an Emigrant could reach Lake Ontario 
without any further land travel than from the spot from 
which he was addressing them to the port of Leith. 

The meeting was also severally addressed by Sir William 
Napier, Bart., Sir John Campbell, Bart., Sir William Dunbar, 
Bart., Sir William Drysdale, Isaac Buchanan, Esq., and others ; 
but I shall conclude the account of this important meeting 
with the speech of Sir Richard Broun, bearing as it does on 
that question on which he has devoted so much labour and 
time, — the revival of the rights of the Baronets of Scotland and 
Nova Scotia, and the policy of rendering those rights subser- 
vient to the removal of the national distress. 

After adverting to the alarming character and extent of 
the destitution prevalent throughout Scotland, as illustrated by 
the extremities to which 186,000 inhabitants of the Western 
Highlands and Islands were reduced in 1836 and 1837, the 
afflicting details made public by the reports of the Association 
for obtaining an official inquiry into the pauperizing of Scot- 
land, and the facts brought to light by the benevolent investi- 
gations of Dr. Alison, showing that in Edinburgh alone, during 
the course of the year previous no less a number than 27,000 
of the inhabitants required assistance, he proceeded to say. 
That the task had been committed to him, as one of the deputa- 
tion from the British American Association, to state briefly the 
objects for which it had been founded, and to propose a reso- 
lution, and take the sense of the meeting in regard to the 
same. Referring to the prospectus, copies of which were 
on the table, they would find it set forth that the Company had 
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been organized to promote the Colonization of oiir North Ame- 
rican poegewions, hj a transfer of the sarplns population of the 
United Kingdom, npon a national scale, and by such an infusion 
of capital into them as should lead to an immediate and wide 
development of their inexhaustible resources. These objects 
he thought could not but approre themsdres to ereiy humane, 
every reflecting, every patriotic mind ; concentrated as public 
attention had now for years been upon the question of syste- 
matic Emigration and Colonization, by the proceedings of public 
meetings on both sides of the Atlantic, by addresuies to the 
Sovereign, memorials to the Grovemment, and petitions to 
the leg^islature. The British American Association had not 
been formed without the most mature deliberation, nor until 
the conviction had become apparent to a most numerous con- 
nexion in the parent State, and in the Colony, that an orga- 
nized commerdal confederation was the best and most effica- 
cious mode of uniting the exertions and the influence of all 
interested in this great cause. He felt confident that through- 
out all parts of the United Kingdom the formation of the Asso- 
ciation would be hailed with sadsfiurtion, considering that it 
was about to occupy that field of political and commercial 
action by which alone the amelioration of the condition of the 
industrious classes, now pressing upon the immediate attention 
of all ranks and degrees of the community, would be effectually 
and permanently accomplbhed. But there were considerations 
peculiar to Scotland, apart from those that the preceding 
speakers had chiefly dwelt upon, which he considered could 
not fail to secure for the British American Association a dis- 
tinguished place in the public regard of all Scotchmen. He 
referred more especially to the fact that its objects were iden- 
tical with those for which a noble hereditary Order — the Ba- 
ronetage OF Scotland and Nova Scotia — ^had been erected 
upwards of two centuries ago. That institution was not one of 
an honorary kind, but had been expressly founded to promote 
" the opulence, prosperity, and peace" of Scotland, and of that 
extensive portion of British North America now forming the 
whole of our possessions south of the St. Lawrence. In it 
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were united great privileges and paramoant duties. Under 
the auspices of the Baronets, the plantation of British America 
had been successfully begun so early as 1630, when a fleet of 
fourteen ships had sailed from Scotland for Nova Scotia, laden 
with men, women, and children, and all things necessary to 
commence the plantation; and when Port Royal was built. 
But the operations of the Order and its associates had been 
suspended by the breaking out of the great civil wars. It was 
never, however, too late to revive a work which contemplated 
the happiness and the welfare of the nation ; and, through the 
instrumentality of the British American Association, he fondly 
hoped that the great moral and social ends proposed by the Ba- 
ronetage would be wrought out. Nothing could be more erro- 
neous than to suppose that the revival of the rights and 
objects of the Scottish Baronetage was a matter of importance 
merely to the 160 families which composed its members. The 
grants made to the Order, exceeding two millions and a half 
acres of land, with plenary power to settle the same, were 
bestowed by the Crown, that ** the Baronets in particular, and 
the whole nation generally, might thereby have honour and 
profit." • He viewed, therefore, the revival of these rights as a 
matter which alike touched the interest and consideration of 
all ranks and classes of the Scottish people ; and accordingly 
for several years he had devoted himself to the task of raising 
this question, as being one not second in importance to any that 
had been mooted since the period of the Union. Already the 
British American Association enrolled in the ranks of its mem- 
bers, one of the Co-Heirs of that illustrious Scottish family to 
whom was given the Hereditary Lieutenancy of New Scotland, 
with nearly one-half of the members of the Baronetage, one of 
whom was then representing Her Majesty in the highest office 
which a subject could dischai^e in their native land— presiding 
over the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland— and 
another had just laid down the no less distinguished honour of 
Grovemor-General of Canada. But he trusted the day was not 
remote when every Baronet would consider it to be his duty 
to join an institution which would again give utility to his 
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Order, agsrandize his coantrr, and restore comfort and prospe- 
rity to his fellow-subjerts. The necesutj that exbted for the 
instant adoption of remedial measores for the remoyal of that 
distress which had been graunall j accnmnlating from the period 
of the general peace, was too apparent to require a single 
ohserration. Unless adequate remedies were applied, the 
whole frame-work of societr would assuredly, at no distant 
date, be driren to pieces. The Emigration Committee had 

recorded that the concurrent testzmonr of all the witnesses 

<* 

examined by it, led to the belief that the recurrence of distress 
in the late aflUcted districts was not merely probable, but from 
the nature of things absolutely certain ; whilst Dr. Macleod 
had decUired that he lived in an awful horror of iu return, for 
a fiulure in the potato crop of any given year would produce 
it. Such a state of society on moral grounds was not to be 
endured, nor was the policy for strengthening British influence 
in our North American dominions a matter to be disregarded. 
The recent outbreaks in Canada demonstrated the paramount 
importance of introducing into that Colony a sound British 
population on an extensive scale, whilst the points at issue 
between Great Britain and the United States made it wisdom 
to increase in British America monarchical institutions, and to 
consolidate that union of interest and feeling which constitute 
the most lasting bulwark against foreign aggression and do- 
mestic broils. On the resources of our North American posses- 
sions, and the vast field they present for the profitable invest- 
ment of capital, and the absorption of labour, after the lucid 
expositions made by Dr. Rolph and Sir Allan Macnab, he felt 
it superfluous to dwell. Their value would be sufficiently 
appreciated when it was kept in view, that the retention of the 
Colonies was essential to the permanence of Britain's supre* 
macy in every region of the globe, and to the maintenance of 
her position as mistress of the seas. Apart from all considera- 
tions of a commercial nature. Nova Scotia, as comprehended in 
its ancient limits, — and in which the Scottish nation had so 
deep a patrimonial stake, — ^from geographical situation, mineral 
wesiltb, and water fiicilities, would ever be the stronghold of 



AND COLONIZATIOK. 187 

British power and enterprise in the western worid. And under 
the various necessities of the mother country, the hostile ten- 
dencies in the United States, and the troubled aspect of affairs 
in every portion of the Empire, it was political wisdom, and 
the bounden duty of all having the means, to support an Asso- 
ciation formed to drain off our redundant population, to em- 
ploy beneficially surplus capital, and to develop by all possible 
ways the dormant resources of our North American possessions, 
thereby making them instrumental to the relief of those exi- 
gencies, whether of a moral or physical nature, which concern 
the prosperity and the peace of the nation at large. Sir 
Richard, after some further remarks, concluded by proposing 
the following resolution, which was seconded by the Hon. Sir 
John Campbell, Bart., and unanimously carried, viz. — " That 
the British American Association for Emigration and Coloniza- 
tion is entitled to public confidence and support, as an insti- 
tution calculated materially to advance the opulence, prosperity, 
and peace of the mother country and the Colony." 

The Deputation, after leaving Edinburgh, proceeded to 
Glasgow, where it was introduced to the Hon. Sir James 
Campbell, the Lord Provost of that city, and other influential 
persons connected with its trade and manufactures, when the 
Lord Provost at once acceded to the wish conveyed to him, that 
he should convene and preside at a public meeting, to take 
the objects of the British American Association into considera- 
tion. Accordingly, on the 27th, a public meeting took place 
in the Town Hall, at which deputations from all the Glasgow 
and neighbouring county Emigration societies, amounting to 
about sixty in number, attended. 

A numerous and influential meeting was held on Fri- 
day afternoon, (27th May), in the Town Hall, for the pur- 
pose of developing the nature and objects of the British Ame-^ 
rican Association for Emigration and Colonization. The Hon. 
Sir James Campbell, Lord Provost, in the chair. Amongst 
those present were the Hon. Sir John C. Fairiie, Bart., the 
Hon. Sir William Maxwell, Bart., Sir Allan Napier Macnab, 
Dr. M'Leod, Mr« Sheriff Alison, myself, Sir R. Broun, Master 
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tllvnreibatthe mfrting had been cume ne d ia juiniinrr <if 
t]>€ ob}€et0 of aa AModatioii latdy femed m Locdca of !^obIe- 
■Mfi md Gendemen intererted in the wdfive and luubpeilir 
of OCT C a nadi a n premncej^ fiw the pur poae of allunilu g fceSdes 
to Emi^rsUkm to those moat important and TalnaUe G>laiiies. 
Thej were all aware from experience, as weQ as other circnm- 
ftaoeei, that from the frequent remlsicns in trade in thiseoon- 
trj, there was often a redondancj of lahoaieis connected with 
paitieolar branches of industrj, and thejr were likewise aware 
that this redandancj uniformly prodneed a preasnre npon 
sodetj, which it was rery desirable to remore, if a snitaUe 
plan coold be put into operation by which that p ur pose ooold 
be effected ; and he beliered there had been nothing fimnd out 
of so wholesome a nature as Emigration, in particular where 
there was soch a field as Canada to absorb their sorplos laboor- 
ers ; where population was so much wanted, and where the field 
of labour was so immense, that a few hundreds, or eren thoa* 
sands, could be thrown in amongst them at any time to great 
adrantage. That meeting then had been called for the purpose 
of affording them information on the subject. 

Sheriff Alison said, ** The community of this great dty 
owed a debt of gratitude to the Lord Provost of Glasgow for 
the prompt manner in which he had called this meeting, to 
afford the distinguished stranger near him — ^the gallant and ac- 
complished Sir Allan Macnab — an opportunity of infi>rming 
them of the great and growing capabilities of the country of 
Canada, with which he was more immediately connected, and 
of giving to the community itself an opportunity of laying be- 
fore the country and the Goyemment the absolute, the para- 
mount necessity, of some great system of Emigration being 
adopted, to relieve the parent state of that superabundance of 
population which depressed its energies, but which would be a 
source of wealth to the Colonies, and an immense advantage to 
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the labourers themselyes who might emigrate. The present 
period was one peculiarly adapted for entertaining a question of 
this kind* They were standing in the midst of a community 
pre-eminent in this country for the rapid progress it had made 
in science, in industrial pursuits, in wealth, and in population ; 
but notwithstanding this, amongst a vast mass of that commu- 
nity at the present time, destitution, want, and sufferii^ pre* 
Tailed to a fearful extent. He needed not to say, in such a 
meeting, that distress surrounded them : it was everywhere to 
be encountered, and no one could have failed to observe it. 
They could not walk the streets without meeting at every turn 
some one whose haggard countenance, and tale of woe, too well 
attested the sufferings he was enduring. But this was not all. 
From official documents, it appeared that there were in the 
county of Renfrew 13,000 individuals who were receiving 
rations daily from the munificence of Government, while in 
Glasgow there were half that number receiving daily supplies 
of food from the resources of private charity. That was a state 
of things which it well became all lovers of their country to 
reflect upon, existing, as it did, amidst all the long arrears and 
concomitants of public prosperity. It was admitted univer- 
sally, that there existed some deep-rooted evils in this country, 
which all the philanthropic and patriotic efforts which had 
been made had failed to remove. But what were those evils? 
He apprehended, indeed he entertained no doubt on the sub- 
ject, that they proceeded from a superabundance of population. 
Wherever they looked, wherever the demand for labour was 
great, the number of people was still greater ; and if, by any 
possibility, the number should chance not to be sufficient, those 
coming in from the sister island in search of employment, soon 
changed the aspect of affairs. The question came to be, what 
would they do in such circumstances? Many advices were 
given. Some proposed that the waste lands of this country 
should be cultivated and improved; and others proposed to 
improve the poor laws, and introduce a better system of grant- 
ing relief. These were all praiseworthy propositions; but they 
could not shut their eyes to the fact, that they would all prove 
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Qa^jTaSj^ of tLe Br':5<a Enpbie, ar.d iLese took of as macii of 
ti-«r «Mts.::fa6 tur e t as all tie rrai cf lie worii T«:t tosetiier. 
To ezdu-le the Colycie* to be xnsci Er^ne serriwaTrle to tie 
»»tl«r eocntrr, 11 wa« onlj neeessaiy iha: ther sbocid sipport 
t2i«ai i/T t&eir wcaltii- asid s3T>erd:iOGS nuaibers. Tiie o": Ject of 
tli« pfneseni meetiDg-. Lovercr, he be^zM to rembid theai, was 
immedlzielr asd solelj connected wiih Emigraxian to Canada ; 
and he was not aware ttat anj LinsTi2.^e of hts could depict the 
boondLess capacities of thatconntnr. Dr. Rolph coold correct 
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him if he was wrong, when he stated that that country contained 
forty millions of acres of land, an extent of territory more than 
four times that of the whole British Islands. Such was the 
capacity of the land on the other side of the Atlantic, and such 
had been the growth of the human race of late years in that 
quarter of the worlds that the account seemed almost incre- 
-dible. To the westward of the Alleghany mountains, including 
the valley of the Mississippi, when the first census of the popu- 
lation was taken in 1791, it was under 100,000, but since then 
the increase had proceeded at such an astonishing rate, that at 
the present time there were nearly 5,000,000 inhabitants in the 
same district of country. They boasted of the increase of Glas- 
gow, and they had a right to do so. Since 1791, the population 
of that city had increased five-fold ; but the country westward 
of the Alleghany mountains, had in the same time increased fifty* 
fold ; yet, such was the wealth of the soil, such was the unbounded 
prodigality of nature, that the produce of the soil was absolutely 
allowed to rot in their bams for want of a market. This was the 
state of matters in Canada ; and the question came to be this, 
whether they would permit this immense field for human in- 
dustry to remain uncultivated, or adopt such a system as 
would enable them to send forth their starving multitudes to 
people and bless it. The people here had another reason 
for feeling peculiarly interested in Canada. The inhabitants 
of the United States were a hostile people. It was no un- 
common thing for them to talk of war, and exhibit angry 
feelings towards this country. This was the natural result 
of their position as rivals. But they had no rivalry, and 
emulation, and jealousy with the people of Canada. These 
were bone of their bone, and flesh of their flesh. They would 
not, when the people of this country lent them money to form 
their canals, and construct other public works, meet them with 
the perfidious doctrine of repudiation. Would English wealth 
not be better expended, therefore, in Canada, amongst a loyal 
people who were faithful to their engagements, than amongst 
those who in some respects regarded them as enemies? If there 
was any doubt of the loyalty and good faith of the Canadians, 
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he had only to refer to the stand which they made in 1812, and 
again, on a more recent occasion, under their gallant and noble 
friend Sir Allan Macnab, now before them, for the support of 
Her Majesty's authority and their own rights as British sub- 
jects, to set that doubt at rest. When they considered then the 
extent and extensiTe fertility of Canada, when they looked to 
the prodigious number of the community here who were suffer- 
ing want, the question would naturally arise. How has Emigra- 
tion not been tried as a remedy? That something of the kind 
should be tried, he beliered they were all prepared to admit. 
Hitherto Emigration had been left to the roluntary principle, 
to the unaided effi)rts of individuals. He gladly bore testimony 
to the value of these efforts; and the immense stream of Emi- 
gration which was annually poured across the Atlantic, attested 
die extent of the service dius rendered to the country. But 
still this was not enough; for notwithstanding all who had 
gone to both Canada and Australia, littie relief had been felt. 
None could emigrate but those who could afford to pay for 
their passage ; and consequentiy in no perceptible manner was 
destitution and misery around them abridged. What they 
wanted was the means of sending away those who could not 
aflfbrd to go of their own accord. The voluntary system was 
good as &r as it went. It was generally an advantage to the 
Emigrant, and a benefit to the Colony. But what were its 
effects heret It took away the small capitalists, who pre- 
viously assisted in supplying the labourer with work, while 
there remained those only who were fixed to the soil, sur- 
rounded by an indigent and suffering population. It was a 
necessary element of any great system of Emigration, to carry 
off a portion of the middle classes, but it was not enough to 
carry off those alone. What they wanted was a system to 
carry off the destitute who could not get employment, along 
with those who had the means of employing them — the honest 
and industrious (not the affluent) who did not possess the means 
of transporting themselves to the other side of the Atlantic. 
Lord Stanley, as a proof of the efficiency of the voluntary prin- 
ciple, had stated that there were 16,000 persons emigrated last 
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year, and he did not see the necessity of Oovernment inter- 
fering ; but if Lord Stanley had known as much as they did, 
the fact of 16,000 persons having emigrated of their own 
accord would have appeared just a reason why another 16,000 
should be sent out at the expense of Goremment. Every one 
who went away at his own expense, took with him so much of 
the capital of the country, a portion of the means of employing 
those left behind. This, therefore, made it the more necessary 
that (jovemment should come forward and supply their place, 
either by providing labour, or by sending them where labour 
was to be found. They would be told that labourers were not 
wanted in Canada, that the land was not productive, and that 
there were no markets for their produce. But still it could 
not be denied that food was abundant, and that there was 
plenty of employment, for there were Government works alone 
in operation which would absorb any given amount of human 
labour. What they wanted in Canada was hands ; that which 
was wanted here was the means of getting quit of some of their 
superabundant labourers. It was most extraordinary that there 
should be 27,000,000 men suffering from a superabundance of 
their numbers, and that there should be lands in the same do- 
minions absolutely deserts for want of hands, yet no system 
devised to lessen to a vast extent the superfluous labour here, 
and neutralise the want of hands on the other side of the 
Atlantic. He apprehended if this were kept in view, that the 
great thing to be accomplished would be to make the superfluous 
labour in this country subservient to the different state of mat- 
ters in Canada ; then all the evils complained of would be 
removed ; the condition of the working classes would be 
greatly ameliorated; trifling fluctuations in trade would not 
throw them out of employment, and their market would be in- 
definitely increased, — such was the desire for their manufactures 
in the British Colonies. As a proof of this, he might state, 
that Russia with its 150,000,000 of inhabitants, did not take 
off so much of their manufactures as the small Colony of 
Australia, with only 230,000 inhabitants. The Russians con- 
sumed about 3^. a-head, while the Australian Colonists con- 
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CkeL, to hear with as linle delar as pot^sible what the illostrioos 
strangers had to sar. ThcT had finei^oentlx heard his Toice 
he&jrft ; they were acquainted with ht« opinions, and they knew 
well that he had no novelty to present to them. The motion 
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confined them to the existing distress, and the waj of removing 
it. Now what could he say of the existing distress to which 
Sheriff Alison had not so ahly directed their attention. It was 
exceedingly painful to be called upon to speak on the platform 
of the want and destitution, nakedness and starvation, of their 
fellow-citizens, — he must be anything but a good man who was 
not acquainted with at least a portion of the distress which so 
extensively prevailed ; and he pitied the man who did not bear 
the burden of such a state of things, continually, upon his mind. 
They were told that they were not to judge of the extent of the 
destitution by what they saw in the streets, and by the numbers 
of the unemployed who appeared in processions, as some had 
been found taking this means of obtaining aid and charity from 
the public, who might have provided more honourably for 
their own maintenance. This might be so ; there was nothing 
which was not liable to be abused : but he felt persuaded that 
if the condition of the working classes at the present moment 
were sufficiently known, it would be found that for every man 
who went about asking relief, and who was not an object of 
charity, there were hundreds wliose sufferings were of a very 
peculiar kind, and who were ashamed to lay before the public 
the extent of their privations. Very much was often said 
regarding the extravagance of the working poor. He had 
heard tales of their extravagance, which if true, he must admit 
were bad enough ; but at the same time he ventured to assert, 
that of all the extraordinary things which had come in his way, 
it was the frugality of the working classes. He had often 
wondered how a family having only ten, or twelve, or fourteen 
shillings per week, could surround themselves with so many com- 
forts as he had witnessed them in the enjoyment of, — how they 
could go to church, pay from five to ten pounds a-year house- 
rent, pay for seats in the church over and above, and provide 
education for their children, out of such a small sum. Yet in 
the city of Glasgow thousands of persons could be found with 
wages not above sixteen shillings a-week, who kept themselves 
comfortable and respectable; and this was to him the most won- 
derful thing connected with the history of the poor. He was 
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aware that there were improyident people, who spent their 
money foolishly, in all classes of society ; bnt it was totally 
nntme that the indostrions poor, as a body, were chargeable 
with anything of the kind. The destitution at the present 
moment was of a very deep and appalling description ; and even 
if the present mercantile crisis were to pass away, he was 
afraid that a crisis of a similar nature would not be fiir distant. 
He belieyed that at the present moment a greater quantity of 
food was produced than could be consumed under existing cir- 
cumstances ; that there was a glut of their manufactures found 
in all parts of the world. The truth was this, that manufac- 
tures were carried to too great an extent in this country. He 
beliered that the steam of the great boiler of this manu&cturing 
nation was getting up to such a d^ree, that unless a large 
safety yalye was opened, they could not forbear looking for- 
ward to the bursting of that boiler with yery great fear as to 
the results. There was no person had thrown more light upon 
the efforts of the increase of manufactures than Sheriff Alison, 
and the proportional amount of pauperism with which such an 
increase was always accompanied. In 1831 the population of 
the United Kingdom amounted only to 24,000,000, whereas it 
was now nearly 27,000,000, and in a yery short time it would 
be 30,000,000. The population was increasing at the rate of 
800,000 annually, and it was perfectly well known that manu- 
factures were not increasing in nearly the same ratio, — at least 
those branches of industry which required the application of 
manual labour, — ^but the reverse was the case, for machinery was 
in a great number of instances superseding the necessity of 
employing human labour. This must come to something. 
They heard much said about the repeal of the com laws, and 
other measures; but although these laws were repealed to- 
morrow, — although they had bridges built over, and tunnels 
erected under the sea to all parts of the world, that the cattle 
on the thousand hills of South America, and other places, might 
be brought to them without diminution of weight, and in the 
condition most suited for consumption, — it would but increase 
the population still more, unless an outlet were opened ; and they 
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would then be left as much at a loss as ever to know what all 
this was to come to. He had no hesitation, therefore, in saying 
that resources must be found for the surplus population of the 
British islands in their own Colonies, and this without refe- 
rence to any other measures which might be adopted for the 
amelioration of their condition. The population of Glasgow 
had increased in the space of fifty years from 80,000 to 280,000 ; 
and what was now the condition of a great number of that 
population? Let any man take the statistics of Captain 
Miller with regard to this question, and let him peruse them 
carefnlly, and he was quite convinced that any one who did so 
would feel perfectly overwhelmed with shame and sorrow, that 
such a state of things should exist, and that so little had been 
done to provide an efiectual remedy. There was something so 
awful in the details contained in these statistics, that he pitied 
the man who could read them with a serene countenance and 
a calm mind. Sir Walter Scott had written many works which 
showed that he was possessed of the most prolific and brilliant 
imagination ; but if the history of the pawn-shops in Glasgow 
could be written, if the clothes which were sent there could 
speak, they could unfold such tales of misery as the warmest 
imagination and the most poetical fancy never dreamed of. 
Seven hundred pawn-shops in the city of Glasgow ! carried on 
with a capital of about half a million of money ! ! lent out not 
at ten per cent., or twenty per cent., or a hundred per cent., 
but at the awful interest of four hundred per cent. ! ! ! There 
was something altogether in this which it was not possible to 
think of without great alarm and anxiety. He at no great 
distance of time had heard tales of destitution which had forced 
tears to his eyes ; that not of beggars, but of industrious men 
who were willing to work, but who could not get work to per- 
form. He trusted he had impressed upon the meeting an idea 
of the fearful state of matters amongst the manufacturing 
population at the present time, and the necessity of something 
being done for their permanent relief. With regard to the 
Highlands: if he once set out to that land they would not 
get him back for a month; the state of the Highlands and 
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Inlands of ScotLmd harin^ been already l»n>T2git before the 
public, it vas not Lis intention to saj mndi. Tber would all 
recolleet that about ax years ago, iicariT£llO,OCN} was col- 
lected br sabscripiion tbronr^ont tbe kii:zti3in, to aileriaze 
tlie then existing distrecs in those p&rs of the Biizi^ Islands. 
That mooer he was bonnd to adndt had done mnch good. It 
had preaerred thoosuids from actsal starradon ; but if it had 
been applied as macj wished, — in sendin? those to Canada 
whom ther onlr teinTx>TanlT reHerei — it wonid hare done ten 
times more good than it did. But ther would be amaied to 
learn that £2Xk*0 of this fund was vet in the hands of the Com- 
mittee, who insisted that it was eirnisted to them for the 
porpose of being expended in feeding the poor people at home, 
while ther were prohibited from allowing it to be applied to 
aending them out of the country, to a place wheie diey would 
hare the power of procnrinff food for themselTcs. But we got 
the better of this prohibition by an honest sort of trick, as we 
had sent them meal to be used on board of ship, instead of on 
shore, as John Bull intended. Some attributed all the evils 
endured by the labouring clases in the Highlands to the 
destruction of the kelp manuikciure; but it was not that alone 
which they had to complain of, althou^rh it had led originally 
to the distress, and gave them a sironir claim upon Govern- 
ment for relief. It was not true, however, what was fre- 
quently alleged, that it was in consequence of the improve- 
ments of chemical science, that the manuiacture of kelp was 
made no longer a profitable employment; but it was because 
the protective duties on an article of foreign produce, which 
could be applied to the same purposes, had been repealed. 
The king of Sardinia had been made rich, that the king of 
Morven might remain poor ; and the people of Sardinia reaped 
all the advan rages of the ciiange, wiiile the jxwr people in the 
Highlands wiere sent to starvation just in the same proportion. 
It was not a new claiui which thev were making upon the 
Government, and it was not the first time that claim had been 
allowed. They had received £U\(\K.> at one time, and if a 
persevering application was kept up, he had little doubt but 



And colonization. 199 

they would likewise be assisted in this emergency. The 
destruction of the kelp manufacture had been productive of a 
great deal of misery amongst a portion of the population of 
the Highlands, as whole districts had thereby been deprived of 
their principal means of support ; but still there were other 
causes which had operated materially in producing the same 
result; — there was the climate, the uncertainty of the fisheries, 
and above all, the endless division of land in the Highlands 
as in Ireland, which had reduced the labouring class to their 
present deplorable condition. They were told that the voluntary 
system of Emigration was a remedy for such a state of things ; 
but what had it done for the Highlands? Just this. Every man 
who had from £10 to £30 started off for America. The con- 
sequence was, that the whole of that class — the small capitalists, 
as they might be called — ^who had been labouring to acquire 
from £10 to £30, had left the country; and it was the mere 
squatters who remained behind, who could not get to Ca- 
nada unless they were to swim across the Atlantic; and that 
was rather too much even for a Highlander. What they 
wanted was, that the Government should come forward, and 
that the Highland lairds should come forward, to assist in an 
extensive system of Emigration ; and if the latter did not come 
forward to assist in emigrating the people upon their lands 
to a place where they could obtain a livelihood, they were 
bound to come forward and support them at home. There 
should be a poor law which would reach them. If the agricul- 
tural improvements which they are introducing made a portion 
of their tenantry beggars, they should remove their beggars ; 
and if they did not do so, he was persuaded something would 
be done by the nation to make them feel that there was a con- 
nexion between one class of the population and another. The 
history of poor cotters in the Highlandtj was frequently painful 
in the extreme. Unable to obtain the means of subsistence in 
the place of their birth, they set out for the Lowlands of Scot- 
land, and many of them arrived at the Broomielaw in a very 
destitute condition ; employment was not always to be found, 
and from the want of food, and other causes, they became the 
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iutfOi utim^f nfilen^ ihej laised ap consomeis of their mann&c- 
tared prfAtidioTiM. Br sending a portion of the population to 
Canada, they would thus convert the idle consumer into a pro- 
diiC4fr. For erery one carried away, they relieved the country, 
and Uiade him a productive member of the state to which he 
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was sent. There were about three millions of people now out 
of employment in this country. These, thank God! were not 
left to die. But what did it cost to maintain this rast number? 
From the statistics of the Glasgow Bridewell, it appeared that 
a man could not be supported, at the very least, under £5 
a year. They could not send a family to Canada, at an average, 
below £15. By expendmg only the £5, the recipient of their 
charity was left as much dependent upon them as before ; whereas, 
by expending the £15, they got permanently quit of the burden, 
relieved this country, and conferred a benefit upon their rising 
Colony. Such a system would be ** twice blessed ;'' it would 
be a blessing to the place from whence he was sent, and a 
blessing to the country to which he emigrated. He heard a 
great deal of nonsense sometimes about the improving of waste 
lands. He had met strangers in steam-boats, who, looking to 
the bleak mountains in the west, expressed their astonishment, 
that in a country where the people were so poor, and employ- 
ment so scarce, they were not set to the cultivation of these 
hills — would nothing grow upon them? He had felt himself 
turning away at this from those philanthropic travellers, for 
fear he would say something unbecoming a Highlander, or at 
least a Minister of the Gospel. But granting that all the island 
was cultivated, their rapidly increasing population would soon 
outgrow its greatest capacity of production. And what then ? 
Could they beat out Great Britain to any imaginable extent, 
like goldleaf, with a hammer? Unless they could do this, 
although they were to cultivate every acre in the kingdom, it 
would just come to this at last, that an outlet would have to be 
provided for their surplus population. This could be found no 
where better than in Canada and Nova Scotia, where they pos- 
sessed a territory of 130,000 square miles in extent, capable of 
maintaining a population far greater than that of the United 
Kingdom. A Minister of the Crown had told them that these 
provinces were an integral part of Her Majesty's dominions. 
They are so ; and we rejoiced in the announcement. I trust 
that great man, whose true greatness, and high reasoning mind, 
we all know, like Sir Robert Peel, will act upon the prin- 
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ciple. Canada is already almost independent of British sol- 
diers : with its 80,000 militia it defies the United States. If 
the sum of money spent in carrying troops there, had been 
laid out in carrying Emigrants, what an additional security 
would it have given to our possessions? It is not yet too late. 
The Highlands and Isles of Scotland are suffering under a pres- 
sure of 40,000 to 50,000 people, who are anxious to be re- 
moved, and who are now a dead weight upon the land. Surely, 
surely, something may be done — ^nay, something must be done, 
to effect their removal. Need I dwell on the peculiar claims 
which the Highlanders have upon the benevolence — might I 
not say the gpratitude — of the nation ? Need I remind you of 
what you all know, and amply acknowledge, that the Highlands 
and Isles have been a nursery for your armies ; that from these 
heath-covered mountains multitudes of g^lant men have 
sprung; men who have surely taken their own share in the 
never-to-be-forgotten struggle that has ended in the peace of 
Europe ; men who, in every field, and in every climate, have 
covered themselves with glory ? Look to the privations of that 
portion of your countrymen. Their descendants are ready 
when called upon, as were their fathers before them, to die for 
their country. Many are the fine young fellows at present grow- 
ing up in this land under circumstances of extreme destitution, 
who, if removed to the interesting Colony of which we have 
been speaking, would prove in the hour of its danger its most 
gallant defenders — many a young Sir Allan Macnab, now run- 
ning naked and half-starved in the land from which the father 
of that gallant man had gone — the man whom even a Queen of 
Britain has been delighted to honour ! 

'^ I beg the pardon of this meeting for detaining it so long. 
I beg leave, with all my heart, to second the motion now made 
by Sheriff Alison ; and, in conclusion, I must be permitted to 
say, that I hope some great meeting may be held in Loudon on 
this subject, in the belief that an impression may be made on 
the minds of the British public on a matter of such transcen- 
dant importance both to the United Kingdom and to her North 
American possessions." 
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The resolution proposed by Sheriff Alison was then adopted 
unanimously. 

In following Dr.M*Lcod, and descanting on nearly the same 
topics as at Edinburgh, I could not but notice the remarkable 
contrast to the melancholy spectacle then seen in Glasgow, 
with the scene probably to be witnessed in Montreal, and I 
alluded to it thus : — 

" Nothing could be a greater blot on humanity, or a greater 
stain on our patriotism, than the monstrous anomtdy existing at 
present ; whilst the walls of these cities were placarded, * Per- 
formance at the theatre for the benefit of the unemployed ;' 

• Tulip-show at the City-hall for the benefit of the unemployed ;' 

* Steam-boat excursion up the Clyde for the benefit of the un- 
employed ;' the walls in Canada, during last winter, were pla- 
carded, * Two thousand labourers wanted for the Welland 
Canal.' These are the discrepancies we hope to obviate ; and 
in this hope only have I consented to aid an Association which 
promises such happy results." 

It was moved by Sir Allan Macnab, and seconded by myself, 
— ** 2. That the resources of our British American provinces, 
if drawn out by an extensive infusion into them of capital and 
population, will afford an immediate and effectual remedy for 
the distress prevalent in the United Kingdom from redundant 
labour." 

3rd. Moved by W. Andrews, Esq., and seconded by the 
Hon. Sir John Cunninghame Fairlie, Bart.,—" That the British 
American Association, which has been formed for these com- 
bined objects, is entitled to the support of all persons in the 
kingdom desirous of advancing the moral and general welfare 
of the labouring classes." 

4th. Moved by Sir R. Broun, Master ofColstoun, and se- 
conded by W. Murray, Esq.,— ''That the Rev. Dr. Norman 
M'Leod, whose great exertions in the cause of his suffering 
fellow-countrymen in the Western Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland, in the year 1837, was so instrumental in raising a 
sum of upwards of £100,000 sterling to rescue them from star* 
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TatioB, aad Mr. S 

loog beea eoaspvcsiOQaij directed to die reBef of 

Great 'BritaiiL, jdhI tiae adnaceoaeBt of kr Colooal interests, 

beieqnefCed to allovthsb-eziBes to beacdcdcotlieCoBsnltxiBg 

Cooncfl of tbe AsBodaSBEHi.* 

Sfdk. Mowed br the Hoa. Sir W. A. Msxwidl, Bert., and 
»ccotided bj WiHiazn Hoostoe, Ea^., trf* Joimstoae Gastie, — 
** Tbat the Lord P r ovo st be requested to mCow his name to be 
added to the Gmsahmg Coazic3, and to aeeept the best thanks 
of the mgeting br presdhie thereat.* 

Wherenpoa Dr. M'Leod^ 3Ir. ShenS* Alison, and the Lord 
ProTost, sefenllT stated their williiisness to act <m the Qmsnlt- 
ing Council, and to gire the Association ererj aid in carrying 
out its objects. 

On the erening of the same dar, I accompanied Mr. An- 
drews to a meeting at the town of Paisler, eonrened to take 
into consideration the state of the industrial daases, which, in 
consequence of the great namber congregated, was adjoomed 
firom theCoondl Chamber to the Town Hall. The Prorost pre- 
nded at the meeting, sopported by many of the leading clergy- 
men and m a nnfa c tur e rs of the district ; and after the objects 
and plans of the Association had been fiilly discussed and con- 
sidered, a Tariety of resolutions, approTing of them, and pledg- 
ing the persons present to support the undertaking, were pro- 
posed and unanimously adopted. 

The Momtreal Gazette^ in recording these meetings, and 
speaking of the British American Association, did so in the fol- 
lowing manner : — 

** It is quite unnecessary for us to say one word in commen- 
dation of so important a Company, for it must recommend itself 
to erery one interested in its truly national objects. We fully 
rely upon a decided and unanimous support being giren 
throughout British North America, to an Araociation founded 
on national principles of beneficence, and calculated, in erery 
point of yiew, to enhance our importance as a member of the 
great Colonial dependencies of the Empire.** 
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These sentiments were reiterated by the whole press of Bri- 
tish North America favourable to the connexion with the mother 
country, and, to my knowledge, embodied the feeling of the 
vast mass of its inhabitants, whether of Native or European 
descent. 

Whilst in Glasgow, my attention was directed to the case 
of a body of Highlanders who had gone out to Canada, and 
who were represented generally to be in a state of the most 
awful destitution. This led to the following correspondence : 

" To the Editor of the * Scotch Reformers* Gazette: 

" Liverpool, May 30, 1842. 

« Sir, — I take this opportunity of returning you my sincere 
thanks for giving circulation, in your interesting and widely 
disseminated journal, to my vindication of the noble inhabi- 
tants of the cities of Montreal and Quebec, against the unjust 
aspersions of a portion of the British press, arising out of the 
arrival of 279 most destitute Highlanders, at an advanced 
period of the season last year, at the port of Quebec. At the 
recent large meetings, which 1 have had the pleasure of ad- 
dressing in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Paisley, &c., I have endea- 
voured strongly to impress on the minds of the people how 
essential to their own happiness and success it is, to avoid the 
improvidence of which these poor Highlanders were guilty. 
The enervating influence of a sea voyage, greatly increased by 
insufficient and improper food, and arrival at a season when 
labour was not in demand, rendered the condition of those 
emigrants one of imminent risk. It was really too bad that 
the prompt munificence of their fellow-subjects in Canada 
should have been withheld from the people of the United 
Kingdom, and unjust representations circulated to their dis- 
advantage. The following interesting letter from the Hon. 
Mr. Morris, of Perth, a gentleman alike distinguished for his 
knowledge, liberality, and devotion to Emig^tion, will amply 
repay for its perusal, and allay any apprehensions felt by the 






■^ • _ 



~ i *T 



l*i4' 




:«i ifcrs=-«. A 



i.:**?*^j:ii|r ^ few iai»ji 11 j^it IK £**s:'-L'*iL_* 
j;i ii*t 2Li£LJ2s2«^ D? SsuiisziiL^. a;ii£ sssc i»p:n«r ii snnif mass 

k it x::t zzr^ez^'jL. ^5 disinntr^ "U^t • — - 

gemlcanan of jocr expenezif^e. I se&i ikx ^*ct ^> ^iff 
recklesoies of iLe p;;xplic pres as tv im^ 
in their own anxienr to tr 
teresdixe:. strong-lr mrlii en larftzra:!^: «2ii 12£:, ir-veiier 
liamiles it mar be to eorrr t^i-sr aii:ilaiSjQ5s» 2^K5>«^«^*« codh 
scientious euitor recTiires to be xerr ca:=i5.>TS ar»i iiserEriisirinff 
in giving^ farther cnrrez^ to what mar be vrj^si to the hu- 
manity of a district, or isjorkHB to Coloaial nitef^est, vidKwt 
other evidence than the anonjnkoas para<rraph<of a newspaper. 
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destitute people late in last autumn seemed a serious chaise 
on this district, yet the appeal on their behalf has been so 
handsomely responded to in this neighbourhood, and from the 
cities of Montreal and Quebec, that they have been brought 
through the winter in health, and with the prospect, which 
they would not exchange for any worldly advantages they ever 
had in their fatherland. They are placed in a fine fertile tract 
of land in Bury and Lingwick, along township roads, and near 
the Salmon Rirer and small lakes, abounding in fish. They 
have built log^houses, and are clearing their land for crops, 
and exchanging their ashes for potatoes, and other necessaries. 
The subscriptions being judiciously converted into oatmeal and 
axes have furnished them with winter rations in proportion to 
their numbers, and at present a surplus balance, sent near them, 
to supply when the winter roads fail, and before the summer 
road is easily passable. They are exceedingly grateful for all 
the humanity and kindness extended to them on every side, in 
this fine healthy part of the country. They have generally 
preferred to occupy about seventy acres each family; more, of 
course, where there are grown-up young people. In Scotland, 
such an aid would leave them next year as poor and helpless 
as ever ; while here, the one effort on our part, and on theirs, 
places them at once in circumstances of progressive comfort 
and independence for all the rest of their lives; and they seem 
to lament that any unfavourable representations to their hope- 
lessly indigent countrymen in the Highlands, should deter 
them from adventuring on that movement which, with all its 
difficulty, is the best alternative for permanently relieving the 
country and the poor. 

*' I have the honour to be, sir, 

" Your faithful, humble servant, 

" W. Morris, President. 
'* A. Macnab, Esq., Kingston." 

On the return of the Deputation to London, the 8th of 
June was appointed for the third meeting of the Consulting 
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placed opposite to their respective names, it being a stipulation 
that no call for money should be made upon the shareholders 
until the sum of £50,000 had been subscribed. 

Immediately thereafter, the Association was advertised in 
the newspapers ; the prospectus issued to the public ; the stock 
placed on the market ; and the pending arrangements above 
referred to completed, whereby lands in Canada, Prince Ed- 
ward's Island, and Gaspe, to the extent of 443,594 acres in all, 
were acquired for the Association upon most advantageous 
terms, and under agreements mutually binding upon the buyers 
and sellers. 

During the whole course of this season I continued to receive 
applications from all parts of Ireland, from bodies of Emigrants 
that were preparing to leave that island for Canada. The rea- 
son which conduced to this general and vehement desire on the 
part of such large masses of the Irish population to remove, 
may be inferred from the following extract of a letter from the 
celebrated American Professor Durin to Dr. Sewell : — 

'^ No country has interested me more than Ireland. She is 
a problem in society yet to be solved. With a general destitu- 
tion that has no parallel in Europe, she has increased in popu- 
lation much faster than any other European country ; while, at 
the same time, she has parted with millions of her children by 
enlistments in the army and navy, and by Emigration to the Co- 
lonies and foreign states. This fact of the rapid increase of her 
population, with the general absence of the comfortable means 
of subsistence and residence, is directly at variance with what 
has been considered a settled law in political economy — that the 
increase of population is in proportion to the means of subsis- 
tence. I passed through the length of the island, and made a 
little volume of notes and reasonings, and finally came to this 
conclusion — that the early marriages (girls generally marry at 
from fourteen to seventeen,) were owing, not to a natural im- 
providence of the Irish, but to the utter hopelessness of im- 
proving their condition preparatory to marriage. Hence they 
follow the first sudden impulse of youthful passion, in order to 
secure the longer continuance of pleasures which cannot be iin- 

p 
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proved by delay. If the inquiry be. Why cannot they improve 
their condition ? the answer is, the land is held mostly in large 
tracts by absentee proprietors, and the demand for it is so great, 
owing to the density of the population, and the rent is so high 
(much higher in proportion than in England), that the family 
can scarcely meet its payment, while they lire on potatoes. Of 
these last I believe they have a sufficiency ; and I was strongly 
inclined to jump to the conclusion, that potato diet is favour- 
able to the production, as well as the sustenance, of a numerous 
population. 

** I satisfied myself that the miseries of Ireland do not arise 
from misgovemment by the mother country, but from an ovcr- 
g^wn population ; from large landed estates, divided up into 
tenures of from half to ten or twenty acres, at exorbitant rents ; 
from the absence of proprietors in England, to whom the rent 
is sent to be spent in London, or in travelling on the Conti- 
nent. To remove, therefore, the iUs of Ireland, would require 
an exertion of the Grovemment in the violation of vested rights, 
by compelling the division of large landed estates, and the 
common right of citizenship, by compelling the proprietors to 
reside in the country, and improve it by the products of their 
estates.** 

This is another forcible demonstration, that evils of this 
gigantic nature, and continued augmentation, can only be re- 
lieved by extensive and regulated Emigration. Fifteen hundred 
poor persons being desirous of leaving Belfast, in the month of 
June, they requested their indefatigable and patriotic friend, 
Mr. Valentine, to place himself in communication with me on 
the subject ; and at a lai^e meeting held in Belfast, over which 
the Marquess of Donegal presided, the following letter, ad- 
dressed by me to Mr. Valentine, was publicly read, and oc- 
casioned the postponement of this body of Emigrants quitting 
Ireland until the ensuing year : — 

"June 24, 1842. 
" Dear Sir, — In conformity with your desire, I proceed to 
give you the information which the Emigrants intending to 
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proceed from Belfast to Canada have requested . As a general 
principle, the labouring classes who go to Canada, should leave 
as early in the season as possible : the passage is shorter; their 
labour is in greater demand ; they are enabled to provide for 
the ensuing winter ; and they acquire a more perfect knowledge 
of the seasons, and their adaptation to the purposes of hus- 
bandry. Had the period of departure generally been a matter 
of indifference, it is one of the greatest consequence at the pre- 
sent period. A combination of circumstances during the exist- 
ing season renders it very desirable that the labouring classes, 
who are destitute, should not proceed to Canada until the fol- 
lowing spring. A large number of persons engaged in the 
lumbering business on the shores of the St. Lawrence and the 
Ottawa, and in the adjoining province of New Brunswick, have 
been thrown out of employment from the alteration in the tim- 
ber duties ; a vast number of persons also have left the United 
States, and proceeded to Canada. Now, although I do hope 
that the knowledge which these people have acquired by their 
occupation in the forest will induce them to become settlers, I 
am still apprehensive that many will be seeking that employ- 
ment which has always been absorbed by the Emigrants from 
the United Kingdom. 

" As there has been a very large Emigration this year from 
the United Kingdom, I am not anxious further to provoke or 
encourage it, lest it might entail a heavy burden on the pro- 
vince, and prove unsatisfactory to those who hoped to find pro- 
fitable employment and a comfortable home therein. 

" Secondly, I strongly recommend all Emigrants to be fur- 
nished with a small sum of money on landing, as they may have 
to proceed some distance in the country before obtaining em- 
ployment. 

" Thirdly, I advise them to take the first employment 
offered ; it is of vital consequence to them to commence hus- 
banding their means immediately. Much foolish prejudice has 
existed against Eastern Canada, and the current of Emigration 
has been generally directed to the West. Without denying 
that the climate is somewhat more severe in Eastern than in 
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settlers za tiie Tieiziirr of Q^zebec ; ami tiiere is not a more is- 
distrjj*i3y wortHy, wio'escce porrolaifoa, tban tiie Anglo- 
Americajk pcrdatioa n the Eastdi Tcwnscips. ?io portion 
of die Amerieaa ccatizeiit is b<t:er cleared than tlie lands on 
the St. Lawrence and tLc Rl^<**Iie'i : tha was the work of the 
Frencli popalanon; and wiH the Insh shrink from encoun- 
tering a work saccessfcZy performed by the French? The 
canaL?, the raOroads, the pahllc roads, the aqnedacts, the Tia- 
dacts, the bridges, the harfaoarSy the Tulaees, the towns and 
cities in America, are principally the result of Irkk indostry ; 
and a moment's reflection most conrince anT one, that they 
would sobjogate the forest fully as well as the French habitan; 
and, I am quite persuaded, woold coItiTate the land with fiir 
more dii:gence, neatness, and saccess. It is then a matter of 
great moment, that they should take the first occupation of- 
fered on their arrival in Quebec, and hare no difficulty in set- 
timg in Eastern Canada. The Goremment haye given great 
assistance in forwarding Emio^rants to the western portions of 
the province; but Emigrants have no right to expect this aid, if 
profitable employment is offered to them in Eastern Canada. 
It has come, not nnfrequently, to my knowledge, that Emigrants 
who neglected to avail themselves of the excellent advice of the 
indefatigable agent, A. C. Buchanan, Esq., Quebec, after tra- 
velling about, losing the best portion of the season, were com- 
pelled to take less wages than what they formerly refused, and 
repented bitterly the folly of which they had been gnilty. Tou 
are so well acquainted with all the essentials relative to voyage, 
that it would be presumptuous in me saying anything on that 
subject. My advice to the Emigrant is to go early in the sea- 
son ; to take the first work that oifers ; to husband all the wages 
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possible for the first winter; and then there is every reason to 
hope that a man blessed with health, industriously following 
his occupation, observing temperance, frugality, probity, and 
perseverance, will become a successful settler, and a valuable 
addition to the population of Canada. It is my intention to visit 
Ireland, and it will afford me great pleasure to communicate 
freely with the people proposing to settle in Canada ; for it is 
perfectly undeniable, that the Irish population in British North 
America are amongst the most faithful,devoted, loyal, improving, 
and valuable subjects of the Queen in that hemisphere. If I 
have not furnished you with such information as you require, 
I would suggest that you j)ut interrogatories to me for my 
answer. 

" I am, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

"Thomas Rolph." 
" W. Valentine, Esq.'" 



After the meeting of the Council of the 8th of June, the 
task that more immediately devolved upon Sir Allan Macnab 
and myself, was to evoke the co-operation of the Canadian 
legislature, and landed proprietary of Canada, to sustain the 
Association equally by their legislation, and their territory, in 
the important objects contemplated by the influential sup- 
porters of this nascent institution. Previous to the departure 
of Sir A. N. Macnab, the Association gave him a farewell ban- 
quet on his leaving England, in his official capacity, as their 
Chief Commissioner in Canada. His Grace the Duke of Rich- 
mond, K.6. presided. Sir Richard Broun and myself acting as 
croupiers. Amongst the distinguished company met to pay 
him this compliment, were Lords Aylmer, Winterton, Dun- 
boyne; Sirs F. Burdett, M.P., W. Ogilvie, J. Osbom, R. 
Barclay, F. B. Head, George Murray, P. Maitland, D. Mac- 
dougall, George Jackson, J. Duke, M.P., &c. ; J. Mastei*man, 
Esq., M.P., W. O. Gore, Esq., M.P., C. B. Baldwin, Esq., 
M.P., George Dodd, Esq., M.P., General Alexander, John 
Walter, Esq.,M.P., J. Holford, Esq., W. Hughes Hughes, Esq., 
C. R. Ogden, Esq., Attorney-General for Eastern Canada, 
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its object the affording means of Emigration into Canada on a 
national scale, and for promoting Colonization on an oi^nised 
and efficient principle. His services bad been asked, and by 
him freely given, convinced that by so doing he was farthering 
the interests of the mother country, and advancing those of the 
Colony ; at the same time, that a highly remunerative return 
would be insured to those who should promote such important 
objects by the investment of their capital. If that Emigration 
was fairly carried out, the best results would inevitably follow 
to the people of both countries. It would be not more his duty 
than his pleasure, in returning to Canada, to state the estima- 
tion in which that country was held by the people of England. 
He could never forget the hospitality and sterling kindness he 
had met with during the short stay he had made in the land of 
his forefathers ; and he would conclude by thanking them most 
gratefully, and fervently hoping that the land of his birth 
might long continue a source of strength, forming, to the end 
of all time, a permanent portion of their glorious Empire.'' 

Sir Richard Broun, having called for a bumper toast, gave 
the " Health of his Grace the Duke of Richmond and Lennox." 
" In doing so he felt that the toast which he had the honour to 
propose required no prefatory remarks to ensure for it the 
warmest reception from all present. The noble and gallant 
Duke in the chair was the son of a deeply-lamented benefactor 
of Canada, who had died in the discharge of the highest official 
duties of the province, and who had left behind him a memory 
which would long be held in revered recollection. His Grace 
enjoyed ducal rank in three of the noblest European monarchies ; 
and their fellow-countrymen in British America, whether of 
English, French, or Scottish extraction, could not but be pleased 
and gratified that a Peer associated with so many lofty ances- 
triil recollections should have presided on this occasion. His 
Grace had served in the field and shed his blood, as the gallant 
General who had responded to the toast of the ' Army and the 
Navy' had eloquently referred to, — had filled a high office 
in the government of the country, — and whether in public or 
private life, was held in great and deserved estimation. Had 



2!6 * tisTiJSAnc ijl:&il*.t:v» 



tLe DI1.ZMT l#e<a coe s^- Ii rf c\a:-t Uncni to Sir Allan Macuab, 



aa exfcesifrKW oc u^e scsise e:. wcTtaiiMsi of lik eminent services 



dsrins ti^ 1?^^ trocile^ is CjTai'.a. e^ea in tLal case tlie lionoiir 
tioae br bis Graces £'.V:tz t^ cLur wocid bare been wannlj 
felt and arp recaisd. Tiis Dinner vas not, howtrer^ to be 
regarded shafiij as a mark of re s pect to tbeir guest, on his 
leaving the ho^i^e-seai of a Eiz^ir narxHL. to whom he had done 
good and fa-thfsl senice, b::i as one giren on his entering npon 
uaties wLicii wciili teni to streE^tLea Briiiih connexion in 
Nonh America, and to prczi.te i=.ue£niie!T the happiness and 
veliare of tie mou^er eo^umj ar^d tLe Colonr. In this point 
of riew, and consideHnz the general distress, it would be 
matter of rejoicing to muldiaces in all parts of the United 
Kingdom, that his Grace had presided at a meeting from which 
a powerful impulse would be gi^en to Emi^rration and Colo- 
nization upon more enli^tened principles than any which had 
heretofore engaged public attention. The noble Duke had just 
returned from Bristol, where he had been assisting in the pro- 
ceedings at the annirersaiT festiral of the Roval Agricultural 
SocietT of England ; and whilst no one was more readj and 
willing than Liini^if to allow the great public utility and im- 
portance of that noble institution* nevertheless he could not but 
lament that the soil, and things earthy of erery description, 
were cultii~ated and improved lather than man. The British 
American Association had been formed putly to extend the 
generous dominion of the plough orer the magnificent regions 
in British America, which had lately been the sphere of those 
loyal and patriotic exertions which had won for their guest the 
gratitude and respect of every right-hearted liegeman of the 
British Crown y and partly to consolidate the social interests, 
the political power, and the moral greatness of the races which 
there constitute the germ of a future mighty population. The 
effective carrying out of tliese high designs would alike bless 
our home, and our transatlantic fellow-subjects ; and he there- 
fore confidently trusted tliat they would be deemed worthy of 
the support of the noble Duke in the chair, and of the great 
landed proprietors in the United Kingdom. In that expecta^ 
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tion, and without further comiuent, he had the honour to pro- 
pose the health of the Duke of Richmond, and begged at the 
same time, on behalf of the Association, to offer their united 
thanks for the favour which he had conferred by presiding on 
the occasion." 

It having been drunk with all the honours, the noble 
Chairman rose and said, " he felt deeply grateful for the 
manner in which thev had received the toast. He felt, when 
requested to fill the chair, that if there was any advantage 
in having in that situation one connected with the British 
peerage, that the services his gallant friend Sir Allan Macnab 
had rendered to the country demanded at least that from his 
hands. He could not forget that his revered parent had been 
Governor-General of Canada, and had been received in that 
country by all classes of the people with consideration and 
affection. It had always been a principle with him, that at all 
cost England must preserve and maintain her Colonies. The 
men who emigrate to the most distant parts of Canada live 
under the British Constitution, and it is the duty of the mother 
country to defend them from insult and aggression. Although 
far removed from the shores of their native land, they still 
recognized and would protect them as British citizens. Canada 
had won respect at their hands; and it was the principle, as it 
was the duty, of Englishmen to give honour where honour was 
due." 

Sir Allan Macnab, in a short and impressive address, pro- 
posed the healths of the ex-Govemors-General of Canada who 
were present. Lord Aylmer, Sir George Murray, Sir Peregrine 
Maitland, and Sir F. B. Head, who severally returned thanks. 

His Grace next proposed from the chair — ** The Duke of 
Argyll, and prosperity to the British American Association." 
In doing so, he referred especially to the distress which existed 
in various districts in the Highlands of Scotland, and expressed 
his best wishes in favour of an institution which would prove 
beneficial in many important respects ; and he felt confident 
that an institution having his noble friend at its head could not 
fail of being well conducted. 
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promote the loftiest aims of benevolencey patriotism, and social 
virtue. Such being the case, ^hat occasion had he to dwell 
further upon its merits? He could not, however, sit down 
without adverting to the necessity out of which arose the 
British American Association for Emigration and Colonization, 
viz. the alarming distress which prevailed in the country. That 
distress was alarming, not only on account of its exigency and 
extent, but also fi*om the fact that it had gradually been accu- 
mulating from the period of the peace. For twenty-seven 
years the nation had enjoyed freedom from hostile aggression, 
fruitful seasons, unremitting industry; and, notwithstanding 
all the appliances of science and of art to make a contented 
and prosperous people. Great Britain was yearly declining from 
her ancient landmarks, until pauperism threatened to engulph 
the whole industrial and middle classes of society. What then 
was to be done? Was want to be allowed to achieve within 
our walls that which Europe, armed and at our gates, would 
be unable to accomplish ? A variety of expedients had been 
already tried, and others were contemplated. Parliament had 
been reformed, national expenditure lessened, the tithes com- 
muted, the poor-laws amended, and now the corn-laws had 
been modified, an income-tax passed, and a new tariff adjusted. 
Still, he felt satisfied that all these measures would be found as 
drops in the bucket. At the close of the war, the country had 
been let down from high prices, high wages, high profits, into 
a state of monied atrophy ; and the distress produced by that 
circumstance had been perpetuated and increased by the aggre- 
gation of wealth in the hands of individuals, by machinery 
displacing manual labour, by a departure from the ancient 
protective principle, by an unjust exercise of the competitive 
system, and by an utter inattention to the laws whicli are 
essential to the due adjustment of production and consumption. 
The evils which have resulted from a long combined course of 
vicious social policy were too widely ramified and deeply seated 
to be remedied, except by making the new world the field of a 
mighty national operation for the effectual and permanent ame- 
lioration of the old. Was this impossible? It was calculated 
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that there were in the United KiDgdom at least four million 
able-bodied persons willing to work, but without employment. 
There were millions of capital seeking an honest, just, and safe 
inrestment ; and tLere were mHIicns of acres of land in British 
America^ rich in the rarioos necessaries of life, requiring cul- 
tivation. Here, then, were all the essentials for at once form- 
in? a great, a wealuir, and a prcifperons conunonity. Canning, 
from his place in Parliament, had said that he looked to the 
West, and boasted that he hid called into existence a few 
distant, abortire, and alien States. But he hoped that the time 
had arrived when the wise and the gooil of the United Kingdom, 
whether in Parliament or out of Pariianient, would concen- 
trate their attention upon British North America, and make 
her instrumental to ends which concerned the wclfiire of the 
state, the safetr of the crown, and the ascendencv of the mo- 
narchv. The Secretarr of State for the Home Department in 
one of his pamphlets, had remarked — * Whenever this country 
presents the spectacle of millions supplicating for bread, then 
will the people sweep away titles, pensions, and honors/ That 
spectacle was now daily presenting itself, and premonitory 
symptoms of a completion of the prophecy everywhere appeared. 
Still he considereil we were not necessarily a doomed people. 
A few years antecedent to tlie development of those evils which 
afterwards produced the great Civil Wars, the pacific monarch 
who first extended the sceptre of the House of Stuart over 
those majestic realms which now constitute the Britbh Empire, 
erected a new Order of hereditarv nobilitv to efiect ends similar 
to those which the British American Association proposes to 
accomplish. Had the paternal views of James the Hrst, for the 
honour and credit, the opulence, prosperity, and peace of his 
subjects been realised, the rei^xu of his son would not have 
closed in his bloodshed, or succeediiisr <renerations have sone 
down broken-hearted to the tomb amidst social desolation, 
anarchy, and strife. Let us, then, be warned in time, and 
learn wisdom from the historic lessons of the past. After a 
multiplicity of changes and experiments, we are driven back to 
the conclusion, that Destitution must be remedied by other 
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means than by legislative provision, or private benevolence. 
Since the passing of the Poor-law Amendment Act, the 
number of actual paupers in England and Wales have enor* 
mously increased ; and within these bounds the position laid 
down by Lord Brougham has been verified to the letter, 
viz., that * every permanent fund set apart for the support of 
the poor, from whomsoever proceeding and by whomsoever 
administered, must needs multiply the evils it is intended to 
remedy.' Well, then, let us abandon the Egyptian policy of 
requiring our industrial orders to make bricks without giving 
them straw. Let us .adopt and accelerate the wiser, juster, 
and nobler policy, which would put corn and money into 
every labourer's sack. What we desiderate is, the extirpation 
of pauperism — not its maintenance. Having redeemed slavery, 
is it impossible by such combinations of labour, land, and capi* 
tal, as will be involved in the operations of the British Ame- 
rican Association to emancipate the country from that bondage 
to want, hunger, nakedness, cold, physical deprivations, and 
moral anguish, which now lays a burden upon millions of our 
fellow-subjects, which God and nature never intended them to 
bear? Hitherto the plantation of our North American depen- 
dencies has never engaged the due attention of a nation of 
which they form part and parcel as integral portions. Emi- 
gration has been left to take its own unaided and unguided 
course, whilst Colonization exists but as a name, without any 
scientific or systematic realities. He hoped, however, under 
the special and anxious superintendence of the influential peers, 
baronets, and gentlemen forming the Consulting Council of the 
Association, that these highly national objects would hence- 
forth be carried out on enlightened principles, with practical 
utility to the mother country and the Colony, and high remune- 
rative advantage to those who should invest capital in its stock. 
He was nevertheless fully aware, that in the progress of their 
operations there were both dangers to be apprehended, and dif- 
ficulties to be overcome. Still he entertained no fears for the 
result. Confiding upon the integrity of their proceedings, the 
purity of their views, and the utility of their public aims, he 
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Grace for the very flattering manner in which he had been 
pleased to propose my health, and to the company for the re* 
sponsive enthusiasm with which it had been received. My first 
success, and subsequent influence, I could not forget, had arisen 
from my attendance at the great agricultural meeting at Inyer- 
ness, in 1839, at which his Grace had presided with his usual 
effect. It was, indeed, a most gratifying circumstance to me, 
that my gallant friend, Sir Allan Macnab, whom, for years past, 
I had earnestly urged to visit Great Britain, had been received 
with so much respect on his arrival, and with such warm demon- 
strations of regard on his departure. On my return to Canada on 
each successive occasion, during the last three years, I earnestly 
endeavoured to convince the warm-hearted inhabitants of that 
splendid Colony, that the great bulk of the people of the United 
Kingdom felt the deepest interest in their welfare and prospe- 
rity. It was true, and much to be deplored, that at the period 
when, under misguided impulses, an attempt was made to bring 
about a separation from Great Britain, there were not wanting 
individuals in this country to justify that insane and treasonable 
effort, who even wished the British soldiery defeated, and anti- 
cipated, with delight, the dismemberment of the Empire. Hap- 
pily they were but few in number, insignificant in character, 
and contemptible in influence. The great body of the British 
people felt, that if England lost her Colonies, or was prepared 
to abandon them, she would be, what she would then certainly 
deserve to be, but a Colony herself. Better prospects, however, 
had since dawned on Canada ; she had come out of a severe 
and trying ordeal, not only unscathed, but triumphant. So 
cheering, indeed, had her altered prospects become, that not 
only did those of her fellow-countrymen who now left the shores 
of Great Britain for the American continent give Canada the 
preference, but those who had taken up their abode in the 
United States were returning, by thousands, to the peaceful 
sway of their beloved Monarch, again to live under the pro- 
tecting influence of the British flag. During the present year 
it had come to my personal knowledge, that larger numbers of 
wealthy settlers, and a greater amount of British capital, had 
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al:s*>^ that Fa:j:^ijili ^rarital^ — die xrrilcaiioa of ▼aicti<^ in puLiIe 
work-j in ta«» l*:i::ed Smres aas Iiltiierto aJorled so arncn. em-^ 
pIo>meut to Eai'ir-i^^^ — ^^ill h»inc^fur^i le JlrKtied to rfiese 
pivviiict?*; 3:id tiiat. bv tj.*? «ectl»;uient jt :he wiltiernesBw they 



AND COLONIZATION. 225 

may be secured as British possessions.' That such were also 
the hopes and anticipations of the Canadians themselves, the 
comment of the ablest writer and most upright politician in 
that province^ on the former dinner given to Sir A. Macnab, 
would demonstrate. Chief Justice Robinson said, * An inter- 
change of such friendly visits to and from the mother country 
must be attended with the most beneficial consequences to all 
parties. Tliey would greatly tend to elucidate the views of 
British subjects on both sides of the Atlantic, to explain their 
principles of action on certain points of Colonial policy, to pe- 
netrate alike into the immediate and more remote interests, in 
bonds of closer and more enduring intimacy. Above all, they 
would serve to convince capitalists and other men of property 
in the mother country, that there now happily exists a field for 
the investment of capital in this country, which, for security 
and ordinary profit, is not surpassed elsewhere. Our laws are 
enforced with integrity ; our banks and public institutions are 
sound in foundation, and active, prudent, and successful in their 
operations ; our commercial enterprise is great, but not less 
great than just and honourable ; the navigation of our lakes 
and rivers is increasing daily in importance and profit, — the 
terms, in this point of view at least, being nearly synonymous ; 
our public works, such as canals, roads, and harbours, are, some 
of them, in full operation, if we may so express it, while others 
are in rapid progress towards completion; — thus affording ample 
remuneration to industrious labour, as well as to the invest- 
ment of capital, not only under the guarantee of the Provin- 
cial, but the Imperial Government; and, to sum up our short, 
but important catalogue, our soil and timber are nearly as inex- 
haustible as ever, affording to both the farmer and merchant of 
capital a never-ending, and, we hope, a never-failing source of 
prosperity and profit. Now, let us be permitted to inquire 
whether these, one and all of them, are not subjects worthy of 
serious consideration among persons of capital, property, and 
enterprise in the mother country ? They are assuredly : and it 
is with satisfaction we perceive that a better and more conge- 
nial spirit seems to pervade those classes, undoubtedly in con- 

Q 
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sequence of a more intimate aeqoaintanee with tbe resoorees <^ 
these provinees, which they derife firom a penonal intemMiise 
with colonists of information sojoaming occarionallT amongst 
them, and imbuing their minds with more liberal sentiments 
respecting the capabilities and resoorces of the Colonies them- 
selres. These are the hen<>firial resnlts of the gratifying recep- 
tion which has been more recently giren in the mother eoimtiy 
to snch men as Sir Allan Macnab, who hare been aecnstomed 
from earij life to identiij the interests of Colonial parent and 
ofl&pring; and who can hare no motive in decexTing, because, if 
there existed reasons for so doing, to deceive one party would 
be the atter rain of the ether/ The special oLject of my mis- 
sion to England was the promotion of Emigration to the mag- 
nificent province of Canada. It was certainly a sooree of nn- 
boonded gratification to know that I had secored the sapport 
and co-operation of so large a portion of the British nobility 
and people to aid in this great ondertaking. It had always 
appeared to me, and it had been greatly deplored in Canada, 
that hitherto Emigration had been voluntary and unaided 
Emigration, and that no scheme of Colonization had ever been 
attempted. A combination, comprehending the extensive land- 
owners in Canada, — those deeply interested in the removal of 
the surplus population from their densely-peopled estates in 
this kingdom, — with the aid of a portion of the unemployed 
capital of the mercantile and commercial classes,^would supply 
a very great and most important desideratum. In the hope that 
such a combination could be advantageously effected, it had 
afforded me much pleasure to find, that a powerful Assoeiaticm 
was formed on these principles, and contemplating these ob- 
jects; and, trusting that their well-directed exertions might prove 
serviceable to the mother country and the Colony, I looked 
with intense anxietv to its success. The Noble Lord the Secre- 
tary of the Colonies, in one of his usual lucid and powerful 
des|)atchcs to the Governor of New Brunswick — one equally 
applicablo to Canada as New Brunswick — ^had thus happily 
expressed himiself :— * Fully agreeing with you, that the establish- 
ment of a class of landowners possessed of capital, applicable 
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to the cultivation of the land, and to the emplo3rment of labour, 
would conduce to the rapid growth, and to the solid prosperity 
of the Colony, I yet think, that the object is one not likely to 
be effected by the direct interference of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment. All which, it appears to me, that the Government can 
do towards promoting the Colonization of New Brunswick, is 
by placing a moderate price upon the public lands, and render* 
ing their acquisition easy ; by circulating also correct informa- 
tion concerning the Colony, so that parties may judge of the 
means which it affords for the profitable employment of capital ; 
and as regards the lower orders, by regulating their conveyance 
to the Colony without the undue enhancement of its cost. The 
rest must be left to the inducements which the natural resources 
and advantages of the Colony may present ; in short, to the 
operation of private interest.' On these just and natural prin- 
ciples, it does appear to me, that an extensive scheme of Colo- 
nization can be effectively and most profitably carried out. And 
in this belief I said it was most delightful to see such an array 
of rank, such a combination of wealth and honour, met together 
to compliment a distinguished Colonist, and to prove to the 
world that the memorable monition of their late patriot sailor 
King had sunk deep into the hearts of his subjects, that 
* Canada should not be lost or given away ;' but that, under 
auspices like the present, and exertions of such magnitude, the 
ancient prophecy would be realised — 

* Westward the tide of Empire holds its sway; 
The first four acts already passed, 
The fifth shall close the drama and the day ; 
Time's noblest offspring is his last/ ** 

This dinner, graced as it was by a Cabinet Minister, five of the 
former Governors of Canada, many Members of both branches 
of the Imperial Legislature, several Aldermen of the City of 
London, and a large array of wealth, respectability, and talent, 
excited boundless enthusiasm, and general observation ; and by 
its extensive notice from both the metropolitan and provincial 
press, was sufficiently demonstrative of the prevailing interest 

q2 
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the townships where they were distributed. By the manufac- 
ture and sale of ashes, and tlie contributions raised in their 
favour, they passed through the winter well ; but, as might 
naturally be expected, until the crops of the present season 
could be gathered in, a recurrence of the distress would take 
place. In their vicinity, neither public works were in progress 
nor was agricultural labour in demand ; they preferred settling 
in a wilderness country, distant from those places where their 
labour might have become productive and beneficial, — and thus 
the distress under which they have been labouring. From 
accounts, however, just received from Sherbrooke, Mr. Fraser, 
the humane agent of the British American Land Company, has 
furnished them with a supply of oatmeal ; and the potato crop, 
which is just now ready for their use, and described as abun- 
dant, will relieve any anxiety for the future. Whilst I would 
fain hope that this lesson will not be forgotten, and that it will 
induce Emigrants to come out early in the season, not to refuse 
labour where offered, and to avoid altogether the difficulties 
into which these Highlanders have been placed, I hope the 
accounts which the enemies to Emigration are ever ready to 
circulate will not deter provident, judicious, and well-conducted 
Emigrants from proceeding to Canada." 

II. '' Having just seen the rumour respecting the distressed 
condition of a body of Emigrants which have recently arrived 
in this country, permit me to avail myself of your columns, as 
a medium of explaining the affair. At a very advanced stage 
of last season, 279 Highlanders arrived at Quebec from the 
Island of Lewis, in a state of the greatest destitution, badly 
clad, in bad condition, from a long voyage, and insufficient 
food, without money, unable to speak a word of English, and 
landed in the province in the most squalid, abject, and pitiable 
condition. They came at a season when the agricultural labour 
of the province was finished, and were forwarded to some of 
the townships in Eastern Canada, where some of their former 
poor neighbours had settled and were doing well. The people 
of Quebec and Montreal munificently assisted them ; they were 
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placed on land, distributed, victualled, and commenced the 
manufacture of ashes, and the clearance of small patches of 
land to plant with potatoes this spring. By these means they 
went through the winter tolerably well ; and there was a pros- 
pect of the forthcoming crojis enabling them to eneoonter the 
approaching winter better. They went into those townships, 
remote from the old settlements, amongst those only who had 
settled in a state little better than themselves, so that they had 
not the opportnnity of hiring themselves during hay-time and 
harvest<» to any flourishing and prosperous Earmers of old stand- 
iu^» which would have enabled them to obtain wages and 
sustenance for the ec<uing winter. But widi all these dis- 
advmnu^:i» they would have strangled and soccccded, but 139 
luore of their ountrymen arrived ths seaacs, ec^aHy destitute, 
unnrov:oed« and hel*>;e5s; wocld not be serorued ; oVrinatelv 
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cheering and satisfactory as at the present time. Mr. Buchanan, 
of Quebec, informs me, that it is really marvellous how they 
have been distributed and employed, considering how few have 
been employed on the public works. Tlie harvest is concluded, 
and the crops in general have been good. The Emigration 
from the United Kingdom up to this time amounts to 42,000 ; 
the number from the States not yet ascertained. The country 
is healthy, and the improvements in Montreal and everywhere 
astonishing." 

On reaching the city of Toronto, a large public meeting 
was convened by the Mayor on the 23rd of September, and 
held in the City Hall, presided over by the High Sheriff of the 
district, W. B. Jarvis, Esq. It was one of the most numerous 
and respectable ever held in that flourishing city. After being 
introduced to the meeting by the Sheriff, and receiving an 
overflowing demonstration of feeling, I addressed those assem- 
bled as follows : — 

" Gentlemen, — I feel exceedingly indebted to you for this 
enthusiastic welcome, and for again affording me an oppor- 
tunity, so immediately after my arrival from Great Britain, to 
render you some account of my labours during the past year. 
Whilst in England, I had the pleasure of forming the acquaint- 
ance of one of the earliest Governors of this province, one who 
still takes a deep interest in its welfare, — Colonel Gore ; and 
when it is remembered that he governed this province with 
fewer inhabitants in its whole extent than now reside in this 
noble city alone, such a fact is the best refutation of the oft- 
reiterated slander, that Canada has not made rapid advances in 
population and prosperity. In coming from Quebec upwards 
this season, I have been delighted and amazed to witness the 
extent and nature of the improvements throughout the coun- 
try. At Montreal, Brockville, Gananoque, Kingston, Cobourg, 
— at every cove along the lake, — solid, substantial build- 
ings have been erected, piers constructed, harbours formed, 
and an activity evident that is cheering in the extreme, and an 
indication of the rapid advancement of the whole province. 
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The proirrebs of this citr, io particalar, ts withcmt a parallel, 
eren on this continent : blocks of elegant boildings, the labour 
of this season, are to be seen in ererr direction, whilst the mag- 
nificent eleration of the UniTersitT, proadlj rising abore them 
all, w affanU the belief that the higher branches of education 
will now be liberally prorided for the rising youth of this inter- 
esting country. To what is this to be attributed, but to an 
industrious and thriring and augmenting population? I have 
no hesitation in declaring, that the Emigration of the present 
year has been the best that Canada has erer had ; that more 
capital and a better class and description of settlers have found 
their way into this prorince, daring this season, than at any 
period of its history ; and it b not a little remarkable that twice 
the number of the whole Emigration of 1838 arrived during 
one single day this year at Quebec ; and that double the num- 
ber of that year's Emigration have settled in this fine agricul- 
tural district alone. From the United Kingdom we have 
received an addition to our population of between forty and 
fifty thousand souls ; and wUl any one venture to say that, com- 
jNired with the disturbances which took place at St. Catherine's, 
and which were totally unconnected with the Emigration firom 
the United Kingdom, the lasting, unappreciable, immeasurable 
advantages of this augmented population are for one moment 
to be lost sight of, or even named ? Every Governor of this 
province, every legislature, every fnend to its prosperity, have 
emphatically declared, on various occasions, the necessity of an 
addition to its people ; and at least this year, that valuable por- 
tion of the British nation, its sturdy yeomanry, have come in 
numbers to Canada, unwilling to descend lower, and yet unable 
to sustain their former station and position in Great Britain : 
they come to this province, bringing with them their means, to- 
gether with their willingness and ability to maintain themselves 
by the exercise of that sterling industry of which they have 
never been ashamed. It is to this most useful, healthy, and 
valuable class of settlers, that 1 have endeavoured to impart 
such information as would prove serviceable on their arrival, 
and ensure their settlement in the country. Far from de- 
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siring to inundate the country with indigent Emigrants, parti- 
cularly those from the manufacturing districts, I have exerted 
myself during this year to restrain that indiscriminate and 
improvident Emigration which might prove hurtful; and, by my 
advice, 1,500 people from Belfast postponed their intention of 
leaving Ireland for Canada, until the ensuing spring ; and, 
previous to leaving England, I put to press an Emigrant's 
Manual, for the guidance and direction of the industrial classes. 
There has not, however, been a redundancy even of the labour- 
ing classes ; for, although many of the public works were not 
proceeded with, by which they might all have been provided 
with work, yet, coming up the country, I have found in many 
places complaints that the farmers were not better supplied. 
In this district, even, great as are the numbers that have been 
employed and settled in it, Mr. Skea, of Oshawa, assures me 
that great inconvenience was felt in the rear townships of that 
vicinity for the want of agricultural labourers. The Colonial 
Passengers' Act will, however, prove the best corrective, and 
the most wholesome restraint on improvident Emigration, and 
may calm all apprehension of inundation of destitute Emigrants. 
I felt naturally most anxious about the public loan to this pro- 
vince, for the completion of its improvements ; and I am sure 
it will not displease Lord Mountcashell by stating to you that 
I urged him most importunately to put the question which he 
did, on that subject, in the House of Peers. Divine Providence 
has blessed this land with a mild, and genial and healthy cli- 
mate, has intersected it all throughout with magnificent rivers 
and majestic lakes, given it all the appurtenances to agricul- 
tural, commercial, and maritime wealth — the only requisite to 
their full development being an augmentation to its population 
and capital, united with internal tranquillity. A new country 
cannot at once accomplish all that may be requisite or desir- 
able; its progressive improvement must be the result of aug- 
mented population, accumulated wealth, additional capital, and 
the employment of the necessary skill and ability to carry on 
such internal improvements as will be most valuable to its 
remotest settlers.. Of the vast capabilities of this province, 



234 SYSTEMATIC EMIGBATIOK 

there is now no doubt entertained, although efforts have been 
made to deprive it of those means only by which those capa- 
bilities could be developed. Every year some hostile publica- 
tion has been levelled against Canada^ and always more or less 
with some success. On my arrival in England, this year, I 
found that a doughty pedestrian, — ^whose heels were always more 
renowned than his head, and who had taken rather a Pegasus 
flight through a small portion of the country, and having 
skimmed the surface only of its waters, dogmatically pro- 
nounced on the character of its lands, — had given to the world 
his lucubrations, the result of twelve days' travel in Canada, 
six of which were passed in Toronto and Hamilton, and two of 
the remaining six on the lake. Finding, however, that this 
gentleman's work was doing a great deal of harm, I ventured 
to tilt a lance with him ; and I told him that, although he had 
been so justly celebrated for having walked a thousand miles in 
a thousand hours, he might have become still more so by his 
publication, had he employed one-tenth of that time in walking 
over one-tenth of that distance in this province, before he had 
ventured to pronounce so dogmatically and unjustly regarding 
it. I told him that Lord Prudhoe, who had travelled in Ca- 
nada twelve weeks instead of days, and who possessed at least as 
much refinement and taste, had come to very different conclu- 
sions. I am happy to add that another great, invaluable autho- 
rity, — the amiable and highly-gifted nobleman who has recently 
quitted this country, and who to the highest intellectual endow- 
ments adds every grace and virtue which can adorn and dig- 
nify mankind, — I mean Lord Morpeth, — has left Canada with 
impressions of the most favourable kind, which never can be 
effaced. 

*' It is at times, and on occasions like these, when we can 
all meet, whatever our religious or political opinions may be, 
when we can all join, and burying for a time all other consi- 
derations in oblivion, unite heart and hand in promoting the 
settlement and advancement of the country. That there is an 
improved tone in the public feeling in the United Kingdom, 
likely to lead to such fortunate and desirable results, is unde- 
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niable. Far different^indeed, to that generally cherished both 
before and immediately after the melancholy occurrences of 
1837. Indifference, and even hostility, to this Colony existed 
to a melancholy extent ; but this year that body of noblemen 
and gentlemen belonging to the Colonial Society, and who have 
been formed into a Committee for promoting the interests of 
Canada, which Committee I have assisted as Honorary Secretary 
the three last seasons, have sent, through the Canada Company, 
petitions to both branches of the Canadian legislature, which have 
been presented by their respective and talented advocates, the 
honourable Mr. De Blaquiere and Mr. Merritt. I cannot con- 
clude without reverting again to the disturbances which took 
place at St. Catherine's ; not only because they were the source 
of great annoyance and apprehension, but also because of the 
injurious effect likely to be produced in Great Britain by the 
indiscreet manner in which they have been noticed here. From 
all that I have been able to ascertain, sedulous efforts were 
made in the Western States, by unauthorised persons, to induce 
the Irish population there, in large numbers, to proceed to the 
Welland Canal, where it was stated their labour was in great 
demand. Unable to ascertain the truth, they rushed in shoals 
to the spot, where they were not then wanted ; and great con- 
fusion, disappointment, disturbance, and rioting took place. I 
have ever been, as I am still, the warm admirer and zealous 
friend of the Irish population who have come to Canada. 
From Quebec to Sandwich they are to be met with everywhere, 
an industrious, active, thriving, improving people; and the fine 
township of Cavan, entirely settled by them, is not one whit 
inferior to the townships of Dumfries and Waterloo, settled by 
the Scotch, and Dutch. They have been extolled on many 
ocoasions by Chief Justice Robinson, Bishop Strachan, Mr. 
Justice Hagerman, and indeed by every one who has taken an 
interest in the prosperity of Canada. Whilst, therefore, I feel 
proud to add my feeble testimony to these gentlemen, I am so 
truly a lover of order, subordination, authority, and obedience, 
that I fervently hope, if any attempt, is made to introduce into 
this province savage feuds, lawless habits^ and party strife^ 
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which we had such reason to deplore and reprobate at St. Ca- 
therine's, the parties concerned in these disgraceful scenes 
should be made to know and feel that this is a country where 
laws are made to be obeyed, and that turbulence, rioting, and 
Tiolence must be stayed, restrained, and punished. This is 
neither the time nor the opportunity for going into detail as to 
my movements or operations in the United Kingdom ; but I 
may briefly mention that I carried on an extensive and labo- 
rious correspondence with individuals in every portion of it, 
relative to this country, and the best adaptation of their means 
in settling in it ; that at the special invitation of persons inter- 
ested in obtaining information of Canada, (and who would 
neither visit it, nor invest their means in it, without first pro- 
curing information from some one authorised and responsible 
for it.) I visited the counties of Suffolk, Essex, Cambridge- 
shire, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Sussex, Wiltshire, Surrey, 
Middlesex, and Devonshire, in England, — Glasgow, Paisley, 
and Edinburgh, in Scotland, — holding public meetings, receiv- 
ing individuals who were solicitous of making inquiries about 
Canada ; and was reluctantly compelled to decline invitations 
from many other places, from want of time and opportunity. 
What I failed to accomplish from not possessing the attribute 
of ubiquity, I compensated for, to the utmost of my power, 
through the instrumentality of the public press, to the con- 
ductors of which I gratefully acknowledge myself under pecu- 
liar obligations. I have submitted to his Excellency the Go- 
vernor-General a Report of my proceedings,} and I hope the 
results will prove annually more and more advantageous to 
the province. I feel greatly obliged to this meeting for their 
indulgence and approbation ; it is, I confess, an earnest and 
unquenchable desire I feel to see this province filled with valu- 
able settlers from the British isles, bringing the habits, customs, 
feelings, and affections of the British race ; — 

' Tliere lives not form nor feeling in my soul 
Unborrowed from my country ;' — 

and knowing that there is a growing feeling throughout Great 
jBritain of warm attachment to this Colony, it should be our 
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inclination, as it is obviously our interest and our duty, to 
cherish and reciprocate it." 

The Chairman made a few remarks, to the effect that he 
could, from his own experience, confirm, so far as the Home 
District was concerned, the facts which I had stated in my ad- 
dress. He (the Chairman) had as good opportunities as per- 
haps any person in the district, of knowing the real character 
of the Emigration of this year ; and he had no hesitation in 
saying, that, as regards both the amount of capital brought into 
this province, and the description of persons emigrating, the 
Emigration of 1842 was far superior to that of any preceding 
season. He hoped that my services would be secured by the 
Government, not only for the next year, but as many succeeding 
years as possible : for he was convinced that to my efforts the 
province was much indebted, for affording to the population in 
all parts of Great Britain valuable information upon the solid 
inducements which Canada offered to the intending Emigrants, 
whereby not only was a correct knowledge circulated regarding 
its advantages, but the misrepresentations of ignorant or pre- 
judiced writers were completely refuted. Colonies far more re- 
mote, and infinitely less valuable, had not only their Emigration 
agent, but dozens of them ; and the rural population of Britain 
were continually being appealed to by means of lectures, pam- 
phlets, and hand-bills, in favour of penal settlements as fit places 
for Colonization ! New Zealand, and its native barbarians, had 
busy agents at work to tempt the industrial labour of Britain 
to settle among cannibals ; Van Diemen's Land, with its con- 
vict population, found active and zealous supporters ; South 
Australia was not a whit behind its neighbours ; and if the 
efforts of mere private speculators — if the zeal of personal 
cupidity — could provide the means to pay so many agents and 
so large an outlay as was being annually made, was it to be 
contemplated for a moment that Canada— essentially and in- 
tegrally a British Colony, enjoying a fertile soil and a healthy 
climate — should be without her agent to represent her in- 
terests in Great Britain 1 He thought not; and sincerely trusted 
to see Emigration to Canada permanently advocated by my- 
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self, who had prored so strenaoas and nntiriiig in so good a 



It was then moved br the Hon. J.S. MacanlaT, and seconded 
bj Mr. Alderman Bcniside, that it be Raohctd — 

** That from the Report jnst made to this meeting br Dr. 
Rolph, of his proceedings in his late mi^nn to Great Britain, 
on the subject of Emigration, and from oar knowledge of the 
important serriees which he has rendered, both to the mother 
coontiT and to these Colonies, in disseminating a correct know- 
ledge of the character and reladre advantages of this country 
and the United States, uistmmental as thej hare been in caus- 
ing Emigration to this countrr of a superior class of persons, 
and in checking the remoTal of a class of persons to whom such 
a step would, at present, be alike undesirable to themselres and 
to these Prorinces ; this meeting feels that Dr. Rolph is justly 
entitled to its thanks, for the eminent services which he has 
rendered to the mother countrr as well as to these Colonies, 
in the dissemination of correct information on the subject of 
Emigration ; and this meeting cannot but e xpress an ardent 
hope, that the highly valuable services of Dr. Rolph may con- 
tinue to be engag^ by the Government.** 

This was carried bv sr^neral acclamation. 

I returned thanks. It beine then moved that the Sheriff 
do leave the chair, Mr. Alderman Dixon was called thereto, 
when the following resolution, moved by Mr. Alderman Gur- 
nett, seconded by Lieut.-Colonel 03rien, was also carried by 
acclamation:^ 

** iZeKMr«£»— That the thanks of this meeting be presented 
to W. B. Jarvxs, Esq., Sheriff, Home District^ for his services 
in the chair thb day; and also for the warm support and effi- 
cient 9»irices which he ^a nanve CanaJ:an> has ever rendered 
to the cause of British Fmiaratioa to hi* native countrr.'* 

After which the meeting separated. 

In the course of the proceedings an interesting conversation 
came up, in which the Chairman, Hon. J. S. )I:itfaulay, Colonel 
O'Brien, and Alderman Gumett, took part, reUtive to the pro- 
priety of encouraging or checking what is commonlr termed 
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"pauper emigration;" — (although how that man can be con- 
sidered a ^^ pauper/' or feared as likely to become a burden, 
who possesses habits of industry and a stout pair of arms prac- 
tised to hard labour, has always been past my comprehension ;) 
and various opinions were expressed. It was mentioned by 
Hon. Mr. Macaulay, that, under the present system of letting 
out the public works by contract, there was but little depend- 
ence to be placed on securing employment for the Emigrant on 
his arrival here ; for the contractor (who as likely as not might 
be a Yankee) could not wait till these Emigrants arrived, but 
would send to " the United States " for workmen and labourers : 
which drew from the Sheriff the remark, that it then became 
doubly imperative upon us to urge forward the cause of Emi- 
gration; and by continuing to circulate useful information 
throughout the length and breadth of the mother country, by 
means of such services as I was qualified to perform, — to 
bring to this country British hearts and hands able and will- 
ing to take Government contracts offered in a British province, 
as well as to give employment upon them to British workmen 
and British labourers, — a patriotic sentiment, which was enthu- 
siastically welcomed. 

The rapturous welcome which I received on this as on other 
occasions, was somewhat similar to the grand and magnificent 
display which greeted Sir Allan Macnab on his return to the 
home of his beloved family, and his fond and affectionate 
fellow-subjects in the District of Gore. Perhaps on no occa- 
sion was the return of a Colonist from a visit to his fatherland, 
ever attended with such lively and overpowering demonstra- 
tions of attachment and regard as in this instance. 

On arriving at Kingston, where the parliament had just as- 
sembled, I was most kindly received by the late estimable and 
most accomplished Governor-General, Sir Charles Bagot, who 
transmitted to the House of Assembly a special message, recom- 
mending that House to accord to me a grant, in consideration 
of my public services. 

As illustrative of the feeling entertained by the Canadian 
House of Assembly of my services during this memorable sea- 
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son, I gire tb^ following &bstnct from the Canadian joomals 
of the debate which took place on the subject in thatHoose, on 
the 4ih of October, wiih tliis one onlj comment on the matter, — 
that on a futare occasion, and before a proper tribunal, I shall 
notice the obserradoss which were made I7 Mr. Baldwin, the 
late — and I hope, for the honour of the BritLdi Empire for the 
last time — ^Atcomer-General for Western Canada^ and the apo- 
logy which he made for the omisaon of the important subject 
of EmTgradon in the first speech of the present incomparable 
Goremor-General of Canada, at the meeting of the late Parlia- 
ment. 

The Hon. F. H'n^V<, in proposing the resoladon relatire to 
Dr. Rolph, recommended bj the Goremor-General, begged 
leare to state that he hid been always opposed to the employ- 
ment of an Emigrant Ag^mt in the United Kingdom ; but that 
as Dr. Rolph had received such an appcxntmeut, both from 
hard Sjdenham, and subsequentlj from Sir Charles Bagot, 
previous to his joining the CoonciU he eonsidered the Gorem- 
ment bound to make him some compensation for his services. 
He admitted that Dr. Rolph had displayed great leal, energy, 
and abilin-in the performance of his duty; and as the (jovem- 
ment did not now intend to renew his appointment, he thought 
the House should support this grant. The best means of at- 
tracdcg Emigrants was responsible government and good laws, 
and not by any influence to be made by an agent in Great 
Britain. 

** Dr. Dunlop would not permit, for one single moment, 
such valuable services as Dr. Rolph had rendered Canada, to 
be passed over in tliat manner, nor suffer the * danming by 
faint praise * such meritorious and long continued exertions, 
by the Gentlemen of the Treasury bench, without recording his 
solemn and inilignant pn>test agtiinst it. With all due defe- 
rence, he begged to inform the House, that he knew more 
al¥>ut Emigration than all of them put together. Yes, he boldly 
and fearlessly repeated tliat he know more uiH>n that subject 
than all of tliem toijether ; and it wa< from that knowleds:e he 

fully prepared to asisert that Dr. Rolph hatl rendered in- 
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calculable services to Canada. It had come particularly to his 
knowledge, from frequent, almost daily conversations with 
persons who had come out and settled in this country, that 
they had derived the greatest services firom the practical know- 
ledge, and extensive and varied information, possessed by Dr. 
Rolph. That gentleman had traversed the United Kingdom 
through its length and breadth, enlightening the public mind 
with respect to this province, and had secured the warm regard 
of the most eminent of all parties in its favour. He would 
read to them a testimony they would scarcely venture to dis- 
pute. * I have been induced to avail myself of Dr. Rolph's 
services, from the great success which has already attended his 
efforts in this cause, both in Great Britain and in Canada. I 
am quite sensible that the Land and Emigration Board in Lon- 
don, furnished as they are, or shortly will be, with considerable 
information relating to these Colonies, affoi*d a great facility to 
persons desirous of emigrating ; but I believe that they will 
derive very valuable assistance from Dr. Rolph, upon many 
most important points of detail peculiar to this country ; and 
valuable as their services may be, it is necessary to employ 
some more active agency to stimulate those to whom Emigra- 
tion would be in every way advantageous, but whose attention 
would not, under ordinary circumstances, be drawn to it. It 
is highly desirable that some person should be enabled to travel 
through diflRerent sections of Great Britain, to explain to the 
people, viva voce, the advantages which a new country like 
Canada holds out to the industrious and well conducted, the 
facility with which they may reach it, and the arrangements 
which, if they should decide to emigrate, would be most bene- 
ficial to them. • . . This is the task which I propose to 
confide to Dr. Rolph, and for which his intimate acquaintance 
with every part of Upper Canada, his untiring energy, and 
devotion to the cause, particularly fit him.' These were the 
sentiments of the late Lord Sydenham, conveyed in a public 
despatch to Lord John Russell. Dr. Rolph had travelled 
through every section of Great Britain, had crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean six several times on this mission, had received no pay- 
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ment from the Prorincul Goremment ; and the paltry and 
contemptible economy of the Goremment, which had been 
aqnanderin^ awmj its thonsands on useless and unnecessary 
matters, vas to be uisplayed in offering so raloable a serrant 
as Dr. Rolph a som that he (Dr. Donlop) wonid be ashamed 
to offer his plooghman. He wonId now distinctly assure the 
House that he would only rote for this sum as an 
but that he would then gire a most distinct pledge to 
the subject of Dr. Rolnh^s remuneration, as well as his ex- 
penses, under the consideration of the House next session. 

** Mr. Thompson ci:5eretl from the honourable gentleman 
about the utility of an acent, but would not oppose the resolu- 
tion. 

** Sir Allan Napier Macnab apprehended that this resolu- 
tion had been matured br the Cabinet, and introduced under 
the system of responsible goTemment, which sufficiently ac- 
counted for the cold and indifferent manner in which such 
serrices as those rendered to this prorince by Dr. Rolph had 
be«a alluded to by the honourable gentlemen on the treasury 
benches. For his own part, he begged to assure the House 
that, insufficient as the rote was, it should receiTe his warmest 
support. From haTicg trarelled through a considerable part 
of the United Kingdom in company with his friend Dr. Rolph, 
he could bear testimonr to the aMe and satisfuctorr manner in 
which he had di^chai^xl the important duues entrusted to him. 
He had been constanrlr assur^, br the most distinsnii^hed 
noblemen and s^entlemen in the United Kingdom, that those ser- 
rices were hi^hlr appreciated and deemed inestimable. It was 
well known that Dr. Ro!ph pc^sjsessed, in a pre-eminent degree, 
the power of acvjuinng iutonnatiou, ana, lK>th as a ready writer 
and able speaker, was well calculated to in:part it to others. 
It was a dutT he owed Great Briiaia, it wa5 a untr he owed to 
Canada, and, above all, it was a duty peculiarly incumbent 
on himself, to notice the ze^U al-illty, auJ perseverance which 
Dr. Rolph had displayeil in l;is pmise^orthr efforts to promote 
the settlement of this cv^uutrv, — tl;e r.^httul inheritance of the 
British rice ; and he should be, at all times, by his Tote and 
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influence, prepared to sustain that gentleman in bis laudable 
undertaking. 

" Tbe Honourable Mr. Moffatt was astonished that the 
honourable gentleman who introduced the resolution should 
have accompanied it with the obserrations which he did. It 
was perfectly known in the country, that no individual had 
opposed Dr. Rolph more by his writings and his speeches than 
that honourable gentleman. He came forward now, as the 
organ of Government, to propose a remuneration for him ; and 
although he was prepared to vote in his favour, his speech was 
evidently directed against him. In this inconsistency the House 
did not concur ; they would support tlie vote from considera- 
tion of Dr. Rolph's services. 

" The Honourable S. B. Harrison would not have addressed 
the House on this matter, but for the observations which had 
fallen from the honourable member. It was true that Dr. 
Rolph had been appointed agent by Lord Sydenham, but that 
was more under the authority of the Imperial than the Provin- 
cial Government, and from that source Lord Sydenham pro- 
posed to aid him. Since then, Sir Charles Bagot had conferred 
the same office on that gentleman, and the Government felt 
pledged to make this application to the House. He admitted 
that Dr. Rolph had been zealous in his undertaking, and that 
the sum proposed was very moderate. 

" Mr. Parent was glad of the opportunity which this reso- 
lution afforded to the French members, of rebutting the charge 
of hostility to British Emigration. They would prove by their 
unanimous vote on this question, that such an accusation was 
unfounded, and that both for that cause, and its able advocate, 
they were prepared to support the recommendation of the 
Governor-General . 

" Mr. Durand said a few words; when the question was 
put, nearly the whole House rising at the same moment to sup- 
port it." 

Another motive which has induced nie to give this debate, 
is to satisfy the British pul)lic of the spirit of the Canadian 
Legislature on the subject of Emigration. Prior to Sir Allan 

e2 
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Macnab anil iDTself leavinz Enrrland, the heads of a Bill to be 
sabmitted to the Canadian Legislature, to fiurilitate the opera- 
tions of the British American Association, and to remore any 
obstacle to the subscription of appraised lands, as portioo of its 
capital stock, had been discussed and agreed upon* Had the 
draft of this bill anired in Canada prerioiis to the adjourn- 
ncnt of this short session, I feel a strong conrictkHi that the 
standing mles of the House would hare been sospended to bare 
sriren it the sanction of law. The House, howerer, did not 
remain in session more than fifteen or sixteen days, and on its 
ri«inir I proceeded with ail despatch to England, to resume my 
duties as one of the Commissioners of the British American 
Association. 

During the month of October, the draft of the bill referred 
to was forwarded br the executiTe committee of the Association 
to Mr. Boulton, the member for ^iaganu whose official serrices 
were to hare been retained ; and during the same period, a 
public letter of official instructions was despatched to Sir Allan 
Macnab, as the Chief Resident Commissioner in Canada, and 
wlucli appeared at the time in some of the daily journals. 

The following extracts, which embody the principles which 
the Association propose«I to pursue in their plan of Colonization, 
I consider worthy of public attention: — 

•* The Association has l>een formed, not only for the purpose 
of • purchasing, holding, improTing, clearing, settling, and dis- 
posing of waste and other lands, and for making advances of 
capital to settlers on such lands, for the opening, making, im- 
proring, and maintaining roads, and other communications for 
tlie benefit thereof,* bat for the important purpose of remedy- 
ing the evils attendant upon the existing and desultory state of 
Emigration^ and of establishing an eificiont system for its pro- 
motion and extension, having reference to the social and moral 
condition of the Emigrant, and for the eti^tual Colonization 
aud »ottlomont of the lands which shall be acquired for the 
undortuking. 

**Tho A'^SiX'iation intends to aooelerate and extend its other 
o^Hn^ntions as a great Land Company by remedying esnsting 
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evils ; and, among otber means by whicli to do so, by the Board 
of Commissioners here acting in concert with agencies to be 
appointed in Canada, or by the formation of a Corresponding 
Committee there ; an union of purpose being secured by express 
regulations framed by the Association. The important duty 
undertaken here will be, to promote and facilitate the Emigra- 
tion of the most suitable classes from the United Kingdom, and 
to superintend the arrangements for their embarkation and 
passage, and for their being landed in good health and spirits 
in Canada : and the duty devolved upon the agencies in the 
Colony will be a careful, considerate, and kind reception there 
of the Emigrants sent out under the auspices of the Association ; 
their immediate conveyance, in accordance with the engage- 
ments entered into with them, to its various estates ; and their 
direct employment, settlement, and location, in order that con- 
tentment, if not happiness, may flow from the arrangements 
adopted for the common good ; and especially from a system 
which, admirably calculated for the advancement of the inter- 
ests of Emigrants of every class, must have a tendency to i^ro- 
mote the culture and improvement of the estates of the Associa- 
tion, and to augment the pecuniary interests of the capitalists 
who shall embark in it. 

" The Board is fully impressed with the strict necessity of 
selecting persons of industrious and sober habits to settle upon 
the estates of the Association ; and all iitting precautions will 
be resorted to here, in selecting from the candidates for Emi- 
gration. There will be cases in which bodies, connected by ties 
of affinity and previous association in business, will be sent out, 
accompanied by their clergyman or pastor, to be settled upon 
some given tract or parcel of land ; the object being to encou- 
rage the direct spiritual instruction of the Emigrant, combined 
with the education of the rising generation, as well as to attach 
the individuals to the locality, and give them a permanent in- 
terest in the soil, dependent only upon the honest application 
of their time and labour to its cultivation and improvemei)t. 

" It is deemed essential to tiie best interests of the Assoeiti- 
tion, that an ample grant of land should be acquired irom Go- 
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veminent; and as the waste and other nnlocated lands in 
Canada arc now placed at the disposal of the Colonial Legis- 
lature, yoa are requested to select such a tract or tracts as in 
your judgment shall be best calculated to form the basis of an 
extensive Settlement, and in such locality, — the means of Inter- 
communication and the proximity to the existing roads and 
harbours being considered, — ^as shall be fitted for the formation 
of a central establishment, from which the other settlements of 
the Association may radiate. I advert to the price of land, and 
to the terms of payment, as consequent upon the negotiation 
with which you are immediately charged, merely to ui^e upon 
your attention the necessity for obtaining the grant at a mini- 
mum rate per acre, regard being had to the position, capabili- 
ties, and quality of the land acquired ; and the importance of 
having the terms of payment regulated by the number of set- 
tlers which shall from time to time be colonized upon the lands 
obtained, and thus spread over a period of years. In these 
particulars the Board defers to your judgment and experience, 
and confidently relies upon your obtaining the best terms that 
can, with propriety, be stipulated with the Government. 

*^ The Board, however, does not wish to confine the acquisi- 
tion of land by the Association to a grant or grants from the 
Legislature of Canada ; it seeks to take a deeper root in the 
Colony, and to identify itself with the interests of the individual 
proprietors ; and with these views you are especially charged 
to enter into negotiations with such gentlemen as you shall, 
upon your arrival in the Colony, find fisivourably disposed to 
the Association, and desirous to promote its operations for the 
advancement of the Colonial interests, and the improvement of 
their own, for the purchase of such tracts, blocks, or parcels of 
land, as you shall find fitted for agricultural pursuits, for the 
formation of towns, and calculated for immediate and bene- 
ficial settlement by the Emigrants to be deported by the Asso- 
ciation. 

" Fully impressed with the value of the opinions you have 
expressed uj^on the subject of the lands to be obtained from 
individuals, and with the mutual advantages which would flow 
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to the Association, and to the landed proprietors in Canada, from 
its operations, and the settlement and culture of the lands which 
it shall acquire by such acquisition, the Board, acting upon 
your recommendation, wish that the purchase-money, in all 
such cases, should be met by shares in the capital stock of the 
Association. 

^^ It is essential that I should direct your attention to one 
point, which has had the most careful consideration at the 
Board — the legal means by which the interests of the share- 
holders are protected, and by which their liability is limited. 
These particulars have been matured. By the Articles of Agree- 
ment upon which the Association has been founded, express 
provision is made, that the liability of every shareholder shall 
be limited to the amount of his subscription, and that every 
agreement or other contract entered into on behalf of the Asso- 
ciation shall contain a clause recognizing the principle and 
restricting the liability. Upon reference to the copy of the 
Articles of Agreement accompanying these instructions, you 
will find the protective provisoes alluded to. This instrument 
regulates the incipient stages of the Association ; and in order 
to act upon it to the letter, all the contracts and agreements 
are made in the names of three of the Commissioners, who 
thereby become liable as individuals, but who spread the advan- 
tages of each contract over the Association, and give the benefit 
of all purchases to the general body, by executing declarations 
of trust, in which they declare that they hold the properties 
vested in them upon trust for themselves, and for all other the 
shareholders in the capital stock of the Association, according 
to their respective shares, rights, and interests therein. 

" It has been determined to apply for a Charter of Incor- 
poration in the ensuing session of Parliament, for which the 
formal notices have been given, and the terms of which will be 
settled during the recess; consequently, every apprehension 
as to liability, all fear as to responsibility (if any could be enter- 
tained,) will be removed. 

" I have entered into the preceding explanation that you 
may be guided in your purchases from individuals, (the nego- 
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tiation with tbe Canadian Government stands upon a different 
ground,) by two principles : one for the immediate acquire- 
ment of land, when the agreement for tbe purchase shall be 
finally arranged, upon the deliyery of the amount of the pur- 
hase money in paid-up shares in the capital stock, agamst the 
execution of the couTeyance and the possession of the estate ; 
the other by your entering into agreements for the purchase of 
properties by payments in shares in the capital stock, condi- 
tioned upon a charter being granted, either by the Colonial 
Legislature, or by Her Majesty, under the authority of an act 
of the Imperial Parliament. 

** There is, however, one point of absorbing interest, in 
which your eminent position, as an influential member of the 
Colonial Legislature, is calculated to strengthen and sustain the 
Association, to connect it closely with Canadian interests, and 
make it that which the Commissioners especially desire it should 
become, one of the gpreat links by which Britbh connexion 
shall be strengthened and secured, and by which Canada shall 
form, that which it ought ever to be considered, an important 
portion of a great Empire, united under one common Sovereign, 
governing for the benefit of all. 

*^ I have already intimated the intention of the Board to 
apply to the Imperial Parliament in the ensuing session for an 
act to incorporate the Association. These acts are commonly 
passed as of course, subject to the approbation of the Minister of 
the Crown as to the powers to be conferred. But it is desired, 
in this instance, not to rest satisfied with the ordinary means 
by which such legal sanctions are generally procured : it is 
anxiously wished that this Association should be identified 
with Canada ; that it should be essentially Canadian, without 
derogating from the value of it« connexion with the mother 
country, or with its British origin and management ; and with 
these views you are requested to obtain the recognition of the 
Association by the Canadian Legislature, either by an express 
legislative enactment embodying the powers and authorities of 
a charter, or by an address from the Legislative Assembly to 
Her Majesty, expressive of the importance of the Association, 
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and of the prosecution of its objects to the Colony, and of the 
extent to which they will tend to promote the general prospe- 
rity of Canada ; or in such other manner as, upon conference 
with the local authorities there, and with your colleagues in 
the Legislative Assembly, you shall find most conducive to the 
end desired to be attained* 

** In conclusion, I have to inform you that the Commis- 
sioners attach due importance to a colonial charter, and have 
instructed me to prepare the requisite data to enable you to 
apply for one, and to facilitate and relieve your labours by cor- 
responding with Mr. Boulton on legal points connected with 
the application which may require your especial consideration." 

After encountering a very stormy passage, I landed at 
Havre on the 14th of November, and on reaching Paris, which 
1 took this opportunity of visiting, I discovered to my inex- 
pressible mortification and regret, that the Association which 
I had left in such flourishing circumstances had been deprived 
of the assistance of the Duke of Argyll, and was then beset with 
difficulties, and encountering the most vehement denunciations 
of the public press. On the 7th of December, I attended a 
meeting of the Consulting Council, presided over by the Hon. 
Sir J. C. Meredith, Bart., in order to demand a Committee of 
Inquiry to investigate the extraordinary charges which had 
been preferred, during my absence, against the Association; 
on that occasion I addressed the Council, and extract the fol- 
lowing portions of my appeal to it : — 

** On my return to England, a few days since, I was deeply 
mortified on learning that this Association, which had com- 
menced so auspiciously, had been so nobly sustained, and which 
promised such beneficial results, both to the North American 
provinces and the United Kingdom, had been subject to the 
severe animadversions of the public press. I had read, with 
the greatest care and attention, all the attacks which had been 
made upon it, and all the charges preferred against it, and my 
mind had been materially relieved in finding them of a vague 
and indefinite character. But, notwithstanding the feeling 
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be imuvxVbfL, eoxnpcMei of psnocs of ackacv^eir^ •arJ: and 
r<»p<^rtabllliyy who fLo^Id fullj crrcsdsve iris xscaer. Bsd 
aifier harii^^ made tLe most learchhir. ciz^ a&i semirisEsf 
in/4virjr, report whether the aSetr^ricas vere veZ fivcaiaa or 
o^Lerw^. Until «ch reocjtX was made I fcit h isr^^riegii to 
§tasd aloof, nothing doabtin? bat tbat tie reyon, wl«a saoe. 
would famlfb me an opportonitr, which I desred. of ocskmi- 
ftnuiDg the TaAt adrantaees which woold restclt £rcai a jscS- 
eiooa aod well-eood acted trftem of Coloaizataca. Whilst, froai 
a combination of adrene circqiastanff^, aTl. I hcped. fbUr 
capable of explanation and rind ication, — the Ajsocadoc had suf- 
fered sererelr in public opinion here, it was with great pleasure 
I a^ared the meeting that on the other side of the Auaatic the 
people were most anxioos to accord their warmest scrport, and 
waited with ardent anxiety to see it in ftcccessful cperadon. 
Before quitting the subject, I would take the first opportnnitr 
afforded me bj this meeting of rerr briedj alluding to the 
Emigration to Canada of the present year. Br the route of 
the St. Lawrence alone, nearly 45,000 British Emigrants had 
proceeded to Canada; whibt by the United States, and finom 
the United States, of such British settlers who preferred return- 
ing to their SoTereign's dominions, there had been, at the lowest 
computation, at least 15,000 ; making a total of 60,000 daring 
the current season. Notwithstanding this large addition to the 
population of that rising and noble Colony, — with the exception 
of a little difficulty that had arisen firom the too sodden inflox 
of a large party of labourers from the United States, to work on 
Uie Welland Canal, before their services were needed ; and the 
unfortunate and improvident addition fixim the Highlands of 
Scotland to the poor islanders from Lewis, who went to Canada 
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at a very late period of the season last year, in a very destitute 
state, and who were distributed and settled in the eastern town- 
ships, — no inconvenience was felt, the Emigrants as they arrived 
being quickly dispersed and readily employed. The success of 
this year's Emigration had fully established all that I had 
advanced for years past, as to the wonderful adaptation of 
Canada for the reception of the redundant population of the 
British isles. As a further corroboration, I might mention 
that one of the district councillors, Mr. Shea, of Oshawa, in 
the Home district, had complained of the paucity of Emigrants 
in his vicinity, yet he resided in the very centre of a district 
that had received and retained within it 12,000 Emigrants dur- 
ing the present year. In the eastern section of the province, 
Mr. Forbes, the member for Carillon, had assured me that 
numbers more might have found profitable employment be- 
tween Montreal and Bytown ; and Major Lachlan, one of the 
most intelligent, enterprising, and useful British settlers in that 
garden of British America, the western district of Canada, had 
written to me to express his deep regret that not more than 
fifty Emigrants had reached that portion of the province, where 
soil, climate, and every inducement existed for occupation and 
settlement. Without dwelling further, at this time, on this 
interesting subject, I would nevertheless say, that if Emigra- 
tion to Canada had been desirable before, it was indispensable 
now ; indispensable to its agricultural improvement, its com- 
mercial advancement, its internal repose, the perpetuity of its 
institutions, and its continued connexion with the British 
Crown." 

A Committee of Inquiry having been appointed, in con- 
formity with my desire, met on the 9th of December, and 
continued its sittings until the 22nd. On the day following, 
a special meeting of the Consulting Council, of a public nature, 
and very numerously attended, took place in the City of London 
Tavern, the Hon. Sir W. Ogilvie, Bart, presiding; when the 
following Report, which had been adopted after most earnest 
investigation and mature deliberation, was read : — 
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'* Your Committee assembled for the purpose of proceeding 
with the inyestigation confided to their charge by the last 
meeting of the Consulting Council, on the 9th instant, at the 
House of the Association, when, upon the suggestion of the 
Commissioners, a resolution was adopted, inviting Sir John 
Pirie, Bart, John Walter, Esq., M.P., and several other gen- 
tlemen, to join the Committee of Inquiry. Since that period, 
the Committee have met from day to day, and have had before 
them the whole of the books, documents, papers, and accounts, 
connected with the formation and objects of the Association ; 
and your Committee have submitted the whole of the executive 
officers of the establishment to a strict viva voce examination ; 
and, from a full revision of the whole facts and circumstances 
brought out in evidence upon such examination, they have 
arrived at the following conclusions, which they have more 
amply set forth in a detailed Report, which will shortly be 
laid, with the minutes of evidence and sundry resolutions, upon 
your table : — 

** 1st. That the most satisfactory proof has been adduced 
to show that the names of no parties have been placed upon 
the printed prospectus of the Association without their due 
authority for that proceeding ; and that the objects of the 
Association, as set forth in the various documents issued by 
the Commbsioners, are such as justly entitle it to the hearty 
support and full confidence of the British public. 

"^ 2nd. That the rules and regulations, forming the constitu- 
tion of the Association, have been matured with great judg- 
ment, and, with some modifications and additions, will comprise 
the most complete and efficient provisions for guiding the 
pi-actical workings of a great establishment. 

^* 3rd. That the whole of the charges which have been 
brought against the Association, founded on some recent pro- 
ceedings at the Mansion-house, were unfounded in truth, and 
wholly unsustained by evidence ; and tliat the conduct of the 
Alderman, then the chief magistrate of the City of London, in 
writing the letter to the Duke of Argyll, which has led to the 
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withdrawal of his Grace and other influential noblemen, for the 
present, from the list of the friends and supporters of the Asso- 
ciation, was entirely premature, unauthorized, and unjustifiable. 
" 4th. That your Committee hare instituted the most 
searching inquiry into every circumstance and matter connected 
with the deportation of the Emigrants in the brig * Barbadoes ' 
to Prince Edward's Island ; and whilst they iully and entirely 
exonerate the Association from every charge preferred against 
it, in connexion with that vessel, at the Mansion-house, and 
more particularly by the press ; whilst they note the strong 
testimony before them of the Government Agent on Emigra- 
tion and others, to the thorough state of repair and sea-worthi- 
ness of the ship, the completeness of its equipment, the superior 
quality of its stores, &c., and the fact that the single Emigrant 
family who went out as passengers, shipped by the Association 
itself, voluntarily preferred to sail by the ' Barbadoes ' when 
apprised of the delay to which they must be thereby subjected, 
to proceeding in the * Lady Wood,' which was despatched some 
weeks before; nevertheless, your Committee, at the same 
time, are decidedly of opinion that the lateness of the depar- 
ture of the * Barbadoes * is not only to be regretted, but, as 

A PRECEDENT, CONDEMNED. 

" 6th. That it is, however, the gratifying duty of the Com- 
mittee to state that the ^ Barbadoes ' finally sailed, under the 
command of a most able and experienced Master, Captain 
Edward Fretwell, who had already made nine voyages to the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and who expressed the utmost confidence 
of safely accomplishing his destination on this occasion, re- 
marking that he had seen the waters open and free from ice 
so late as new year's day; that they have before them the 
most conclusive evidence, in the certificate of the Government 
Agent, Lieut. Lean, of the interior equipment and stores of the 
* Barbadoes ' on this voyage, and a letter from Capt. Fretwell, 
dated at a distance of 700 miles on his voyage, in which he 
states that, out of his stores, he had been able to supply the 
wants of the ship * Caroline,' bound to Liverpool, and that all 
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the Emigrants under his care were well and Iiappy, and pro* 
greasing safelj and rapidly to their place of destination. 

** 6th« That the Tarious properties which have been acquired 
for the Association^ considered in reference to its joint objects 
of Emigration and Coloniation, haTc been selected with the 
most judicions care, and are unqaestionably such as to aflford 
erery possible prospect of certain and abundant annual returns 
upon the capital to be invested. 

** 7th. That havino^ fully investigated the accounts of the 
Association, it appears to your Committee that its aflhirs have 
been administered with economy, and that none of the principal 
officers of the Association hare received, hitherto, any remune- 
ration for their valuable services. 

^ 8th. That the financial plan to complete the various pur- 
chases already alluded to, and for carrying out the general 
operations of the Association, has been judiciously matured, and 
merits the careful attention of parties seeking eligible channels 
for the investment of surplus capital ; the prospects of the 
Association, derived from the productive character and position 
of their lands, the highly advantageous terms on which they 
have been procured, and the sound and enlightened principles 
which govern the whole system of its operations, offering the 
very strongest assurances of highly remunerative returns. 

'* 9th. That the Association not hitherto having claimed 
any money from the public on its subscribed shares, the Execu- 
tive Commissioners appear to your Committee to be entitled to 
the best thanks of the Association, and the unlimited confidence 
of the public ; the arrangements made by them in their official 
capacity having been in every respect influenced by a spirit of 
the purest disinterestedness, and feelings of strict integrity, 
probity, and honour, although circumstances of an injurious 
character, and wholly beyond their control, such as have caused 
this inquiry, have unfortunately arisen to impede, unexpectedly 
and mischievously, the prosperous action of the Association. 

** 10th. Your Committee, having inquired into all the main 
objects comprehended within the scope of their investigation, 
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conclude, on a review of the whole matter confided to their 
investigation, with the following recommendations : — 

^* That the steps adopted towards procuring a charter be 
persevered in, and advanced to completion. 

" That the full number of Commissioners provided by the 
constitution be immediately made up and established in office. 

^ That an enlarged prospectus be issued, detailing the pro- 
perties acquired, and setting forth more fully the sums required 
to be provided, with estimates. of the probable returns on the 
capital invested. 

** That a subscription for shares on the terms of a remodelled 
prospectus, be forthwith opened. 

'^ Signed by order and on behalf of the Committee of 

Inquiry, 

Charles Shsrriff, Chairman. 

A. Leslie. 

J. W. H. Barrow. 

Thos. Rolph. 

J. Warly Smith." 

The Report having been read and laid on the table, to- 
gether with the minutes of evidence, and other documents 
therein referred to. 

Sir R. Broun rose and said — '^ Ploble Sir, when at the last 
meeting of Council I had the honour to move for the appoint- 
ment of the Committee, whose Report has just been read, I 
stated that, until the charges raised against this Association had 
been investigated, I should reserve such explanations as a sense 
of duty to my colleagues and myself might require me to offer. 
I rejoice that the hour has at length arrived, when, on their part 
and my own, I can stand erect in the face of the public of this 
great nation, and propose, with satisfaction to my own feelings 
and to theirs, that the finding of the Committee shall be re- 
corded in the journals of this Association, as a witness to the 
present and future times, that our conduct has been clear and 
without reproach, in all that has been alleged to our discredit. 
In rising to discharge myself of this grateful task, and at the 
same time to tender to the Committee our deep and heartfelt 
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thanki for the labonoas attention wiiicli thej hmre given to the 
respoQsibld charge coaadeti to thefli* I feel that I most claim 
some ixkluL^ence for the trespess whieh I most make on your 
time and aztentioa. Sir» this is a solemn occasion, and stand- 
i&S^ before the noblest commercial anditory in the world, with 
the report»s aroand me of that m%htj engine which shall 
shortiT conTeT jdt words to the most dstaiit comers of oar 
Colonial Empire^ I am duly sennble how oneqnal I am to ac- 
quit myself as I oaght, in rcTiewing proceedings which more 
immeiliatelT coacem mTself and a few indiridaals, bat which 
inrolre isaties for srood or for eril, that not remotely shall affect 
the comlicioQ of the present generation, and the happiness and 
welfare of those which are to succeed. 

** With reference to the Report made by the Committee of 
Inquiry, I do not mean to odfer a single obeerration upon it. It 
would be unbecoming if I did : it b the result of a calm, a full, 
and an impartial inquiry, made by a body of honourable and 
unprejudiced men; and as such I leare it to the public, in entire 
confidence that it will satisty all whose good opinion we need in 
any way be solicitous to obtain. Neither is it my intention to no* 
tice all, or eren many, of the charges which hare been raised 
against this Association. With general reference to the police 
reports, new5]iaper articles* published letters, and paragraphs, 
that hare appeareii inreighing against this Association and its 
managing officers, I declare them to be of as unjust a character 
as erer degraded the public press of this realm. This I say, 
sir, without meanin£r to ?tTe offence to anr one of the talented 
gentlemen who conduct the leading journals of the day ; be- 
liering that they were misled to do that which they considered 
justifiable, from what occurred at the Mansion-house of Lon- 
don. Sir, tliat this Association has sustained in public estima- 
tion a great blow and heavy discouragement, is alone to be 
attributed to the unauthorized conduct of the late chief magi- 
strate of this city ; and could I for a moment allow, that Sir John 
Pirie was actuated by any feeling in reference to this Associa- 
tion, except what he mistakenly considered to fall within the 
scope of his official duty, there is no language which I could 
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use that could safBciently characterise the culpability of his 
his conduct. But being morally satisfied that the declaration 
made by Sir John Pirie from the bench, upon the occasion when 
he laid before the public his letter to the Duke of Argyll, and 
his Grace's answer, viz. that * he should very deeply regret if 
anything he had uttered had done injury to any well-intentioned 
persons, or was calculated to misrepresent their objects and 
motives,' was indeed the genuine language of his heart, I de- 
sire to acquit Sir John Pirie of all sinister motives in this affair; 
and, on the strength of the Report now before me, I call upon 
him to come forward and to make that public reparation for the 
wrong unintentionally done us, which, as a man of candour, 
honour, and probity, he cannot shrink from. And what. Sir, 
is the reparation that would be satisfactory to us to receive, and 
creditable for Sir John Pirie to give ? It is this, that having 
written that incautious letter to the Duke of Argyll, which 
shook his Grace's confidence in the managing officers of this 
Association, and has led him to retire for the present from the 
office of President, Sir John Pirie shall now address another 
letter to the Duke, to acquaint his Grace, in reference to the 
statements made in his former epistle, that the complaint pre- 
ferred before him as chief magistrate by * several Emigrants 
about to proceed to Prince Edward's Island for this Associa- 
tion,' was a complete error, no complaint ever having been 
urged before the Lord Mayor of any such description. Next, 
that the circumstances connected with the agreement of the 
complaining parties, which appeared to Sir John Pirie * to look 
very suspicious,' were circumstances, whatever complexion they 
might assume, to which the term ' suspicious' was not applic- 
able as regards Mr. Haldon ; seeing that the agreement itself 
was as clear, fair, honest, circumstantial, and correct a document 
as ever was signed by contracting parties. And, lastly, I want 
Sir John Pirie to confess, that by taking the liberty to inquire 
whether the Duke of Argyll considered himself liable for the 
pecuniary transactions of this Association, he greatly overstep- 
ped the limits of his magisterial functions ; inasmuch as no 
charge was ever brought before him, from which he was entitled 

. 8 
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to presume that the finiincial resources of the Association were 
Dot sufficient to sustain its operations. I know that Sir John 
Pirie may hare great reluctance to do that which he maj fancy 
will impn^ his ma^sterial sagacity, and afford some scope for 
thinking that he has been made the dope of a Tile conspiracy, 
eren under the roof of the Mansion-house itself. But, Sir, I 
demand of Sir John Pirie this act of rctributiye justice ; and 
I demand it too upon public s^rounds. If Sir John Pirie either 
refuses or hesitates so to do, I shall consider his expressions of 
deep regret, already quoted, as approaching to something like 
mere pretence, and that he is a man more ready to lend him- 
self to the designs of a party of knaves, who merited at the 
hands of justice that sort of sympathy which ends in the tread- 
mill, than he is to forward the aims of a noble institution, 
ereated to effect as beneficent purposes as erer engaged the 
attention of mankind. 

** The next subject to which I hare to advert is one that I 
approach with pain and mortification. It is to the countenance 
given to the calumnies which have been heaped upon us by the 
retu*ement from office of the Duke of Argyll. I did, Sir, ven- 
ture to hope that his Grace would not have been surprised into 
a step of this kind upon the bare receipt of a letter which 
ought never to have been addressed to him, and which 
deserved no reply. For myself and my colleagues, I call 
justly say that we never invited the noble Duke to place him- 
self at the head of our body, from any wish or intention to 
clothe him with liabilities ; nor can I for a moment suppose 
that an Association, called into existence at an hour of national 
need, to combine the highest objects of commerce and of pa- 
triotism, can fail to obtain that support from the monied public 
of the United Kingdom which will carry into effect all its opera- 
tions. Sir, this is not a question alone of pounds, shillings, 
and pence, but also of humanity, philanthropy, and siDcial duty. 
Amongst the various inducing reasons why the Duke of Argyll 
Was asked to place himself at the head of this institution were 
these: — that the excess of population which exists, beyond that 
for which the country can afford the means of subsistence, or 
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furnish adequate employment, in the islands and western coast 
of the counties of Argyll, Inverness, and Ross, is estimated at 
from fifty to eighty thousand souls; that in 1836 and 1837, the 
famine and destitution in those districts were so extensive, that 
many thousands would have died of starvation, but for the 
assistance, amounting to upwards of £100,000, which they re- 
ceived from the Government and the public; and that * the con- 
current testimony of all the witnesses examined by the Emi- 
gration Committee of last year lead to the belief that the recur- 
rence of similar distress is not merely probable, but, from the 
nature of things, absolutely certain ; because the population is 
rapidly increasing, without any corresponding increase in the 
natural productiveness and resources of the country.' Nor, 
Sir, were these reasons all, though they are all conclusive. 
These apply but to the Duke of Argyll's own district of the 
kingdom ; but Scotland labours, throughout all her bounds, 
under misery and distress. From the exposition made by Dr. 
Alison relative to the destitution which prevails amongst the 
poor generally of Scotland, at a public meeting in Edinburgh, 
in 1840, it was found and declared, that the meeting had reason 
be' • ^ve that * the poor in some parts of Scotland, and espe- 
cially in the large towns, and in the Highlands, are subject to a 
greater degree of misery and want than is to be found in Eng- 
land, r in most other civilized countries;' whilst, from the 
Report on Pauperism, adopted by the Synod of Lothian and 
Tweeddale, it appears, * That Scotland is fast falling in the 
scale of morality. Crime, disease, and pauperism are increas- 
ing more rapidly in this than in any other state in Europe. 
From the evidence laid before the Combination Committees of 
Parliament, in 1839, it appears, that while the committals for 
crime have been tripled within the preceding twenty-four years 
in England, they have been increased more than thirty-fold in 
Scotland. Disease and poverty have been nearly tripled in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow during the last twenty-five years, 
while the population has not increased more than fifty per cent. 
During the host sixteen years, in Glasgow, population has ad- 
vanced about seventy per cent., while crime has increased five 
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handred per cent. It is obvioos, from this alarming state of 
matters, that unless adequate remedies are immediately ^plied, 
the whole frame-work of soeietj will be driren to pieees.' These 
appalling fiKts were reiterated at those influential meetings held 
in Edinburgh and Gla^ow in 3IaT last, when the objects and 
fiwmatiO B of this As s oriatio o were a pp r o v e d of by many of the 
best and wisest men in Scotland, and were hailed with satisfiic- 
tion by the entire eonunonity. Is it then. Sir, from the prea- 
dent's chair of soch an Association,— one supported by an array 
of inflaenoe, talent, and moral worth, soch as nerer before 
united to accomplish a great national purpose, — that the Dnke 
of Argyll can retire, becaose we hare been dragged unworthily 
before the puUic in consequence of a police squabble, or^;inat- 
xng in a magisterial mistake, and terminating in the plunder 
of the pftrty unjustly complained against! It is. Sir, impossible 
to coneeiTe that his Grace can adopt such a line of conduct. 
He owes it to himself; he owes it to that noble youth his son, 
who already concentrates the respect and esteem of all who are 
fidthful to the Church of Scotland ; he owes it to his country, 
not to withdraw himself fit>m a cause, the desertion of which 
would tarnish the lustre of his princely house, and abate the tc- 
neration which the Scottish nation feels for a race who hare never 
bent nor bowed to any adTerse circumstance that concerned the 
weal, the independence, or the peace of their fellow-subjects. 

'* Amongst the papers now before you is the printed report 
of a meeting, held on the 2nd of February, presided over by 
the noble Baronet who represents the house of Hamilton in 
Scotland, and the published copy of a letter addressed by Lord 
Elibank to Sir John Pirie. Upon these documents I must 
make some observations. The first. Sir, contains an account 
of the organization of this Association, the peculiar features it 
combines, and the provisions made for its effective administra- 
tion ; it also contains a series of resolutions, expressive of the 
opinion of the meeting that the Association was well adapted 
to relieve Scotland of her surplus population, to strengthen 
British interests in North America, and to effect the combined 
objects of establishing the rights, and making available the 
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properties m British America, of such Baronets as shall join it. 
The same meeting resolved that the names of such Baronets of 
Scotland being peers as had concurred in the steps previously 
taken, should be added to the list of Vice-Presidents. Now, 
Sir, in terms of the resolutions then passed. Lord Elibank had 
a copy of the proceedings of that meeting, with a letter 
acquainting him that his name as one of the concurring Baro- 
nets had been placed on the list of Vice-Presidents; and yet his 
Lordship has the effi*ontery to come forward and address a 
public letter to the Lord Mayor, stating that he was at a loss to 
understand how the object of recovering lands, said to belong 
to the Baronets of Scotland, had been made to slide into this 
Association ; and that he had been applied to, to become a Vice- 
President, but had never replied. I here deny that Lord Eli- 
bank ever was written to, to ask his permission to add his name 
to the Vice-Presidents. He had the fact communicated to him 
that his name was added to the list; and under the peculiar 
circumstances of the case, I consider it was his Lordship's duty 
to himself, as a man of honour, and to his brother Baronets, to 
have written in reply, if he did not intend that his silence 
should be taken for assent. Sir, I wish to impute no mean 
motives to any man connected with the proud Baronetage of 
Scotland ; but I cannot help thinking that if, instead of the 
calumnies issued from the Mansion-house, it had been pro- 
claimed that we had opened a demi-official correspondence with 
the authorities in New Brunswick ; that the claims of the Ba- 
ronets had been discussed in the legislative council there, and 
that they were favourably inclined ; we should have had no letter 
disclaiming his connexion ! But, Sir, it is a proud boast, under 
the aspersions that have been cast upon us, that Lord Elibank 
alone, of all the noble and generous supporters of this cause, 
has mixed himself up with these Mansion-house doings. Sir, 
I find in his Lordship's letter, that he has had the hardihood to 
say of this Association, which several influential meetings in 
Scotland (presided over by the highest civic dignitaries of that 
realm, and concurred in by men whose character, whose capa- 
city, whose moral grandeur adorn the age in which they live,) 



t^ 1*^. /T"* T --^f '^- i-r A -=r^ :-r2i s-ijar ma. jmitll^riLfi, 

5>:r*>;:. t:r liac & xlsxl ni^^i^^^ 2«s iituiii. jx nr jaii f: nmr 
UMAtJurt »*r* ;<?r**'Vcw ir sii'* "••trs.iii*! Lt=ii7rt n. i** Dirt nsj 



♦^r^v-i-iii til. T" :ti ?>v;»ia> u^ i» & ^.t^^, -^li^* aims ^^aliy- lie 
*^^ a*'>v .--:'» '.^ SIT utt^T* £ ^r^-gi ; i.ti^ 1 «;»lti^ "wsjl rn^^gsa- 






t/^ La;/;/Iri^::»9 tL« 'uJinscix, the vealil^, the sreaxness, and the 
;g>/fT of tLe ScoxOiu r^rljji to tLe eni of thee. B::t I haxe 
ft^.Yi^ ttf^ed tue^ cliuxcs Qpon the plea tkAt the Scottish Ba- 
ro/i^rtf were alone to be benented. TLe Onler wss erected not 
otAy tliat * tL(/^ ix&dirklu^ admittetl into it in particolar, bat 



AND COLONIZATION. 263 

that the whole nation generally should thereby have honour and 
profit.' It isy then, upon public grounds that I have raised 
this question of the revival of the rights of the Baronets in 
British America; and on public grounds I will continue to 
advocate that question, and urge it on to a successful termina- 
tion. Referring to these matters which have more imme- 
diately led to the calling of this Council to-day, I have only to 
say, that, on my return from Scotland, on the 15th of September 
last, after a few weeks' absence, I had not a single care upon 
my mind in regard to the progress of this institution. Had the 
brig * Barbadoes' sailed on the day for which she was char- 
tered, and had the operation been carried into effect on the 
terms and stipulations contracted for, the Association would 
not have experienced that hurricane which would have ship- 
wrecked any other public Company less stably founded in prin- 
ciple, or nobly supported. We have not, indeed, escaped 
unscathed from the storm ; but, like the oak, we will strike 
our roots the deeper for its having passed over us. I thank 
God that in this cause I am free from self-reproach, and that I 
am still surrounded by men of lofty principle, of mighty talent, 
and untiring energy. I cannot, Sir, bring myself to suppose 
that the few noble persons who have retired from our banner 
will not return to it ; but however that may be, we will not 
perish ! We will fall back upon the generous sympathies of 
the country at large, upon the necessity that exists for an Asso- 
ciation of this character, upon the great and enduring objects 
we propose, and upon the wants and wishes of those suffering 
classes of our fellow-subjects whose relief we contemplate. 

*' And now, Sir, with one or two general remarks, I shall 
leave to my colleagues the task touching upon those various 
other points wliicli require notice. Adverting to the Report, I 
again express my grateful thanks to the gentlemen forming the 
Committee of Inquiry, and assure them that the Commissioners 
will lose no time in carrying into effect the several recommen- 
dations with which it concludes. Those points, but for the 
attack made on the Association, would before now have claimed 
the attention of the Board ; and they are such, I hope, as the 
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pfx>eeedings of this day will sbortlj enable 03 to realise. I hare 
DOW before me stadfttical data establishing the fi^t, that aboat 
twelre years ago two bands of Emigrants went oot to Canada, 
the one consisting of 640 persons, who possessed collectrrely the 
som of £28,402 I7s. 7d.; the other of724 persons, who possessed 
je34,517 I2s. 6d. Upon this capital, in aU £82,920 lOs. 1<2., 
thej haTe realised in twelre years £547,777 13f. 6d.<, being on 
the arenge upwards of 70 per cent, per annnm. Of the above 
persons, 647 (neariy the one-half of the whole) carried out with 
them no capital whatsoever, and yet by their industry alone 
they have made £212,015 9i. 6d. Again, of the number, 202 
carried with them less than £20 each, and their united gains 
reach £74,860 3f . These results, which have been attained 
under the desultory S3rstem of Colonization hitherto pursued, 
and notwithstanding the drawbacks occasioned by the late 
troubles in Canada, demonstratiyely show the great returns 
which must necessarily accrue upon the investments of the 
British American Association. Contrast this, on the other 
hand, with the fiu^t that since 1818, and within the limit of 
eight years, upwards of fifty-five mUlions sterling of British 
capital have been sunk in foreign loans, of which about one- 
half pays no diridends whatsoever, and the other would be 
annihilated, both as regards principal and interest, by an Euro- 
pean war. Need I, then, dwell for a moment on the great 
public duty of vesting funds in our Colonial dominions, when 
private gain, and the wants of multitudes ready to perish, alike 
conspire to urge its policy and importance? Consider the pa- 
ramount objects which the Association contemplate. They are, 
the conversion of pauperism here into independence in British 
America; the perpetuation of British connexion with that 
rising country ; the extension of British trade and commerce ; 
the advancement of British happiness and peace ! It is impos- 
sible, then, to conceive that an Association formed for such lofty 
ends can fail to prosper ; and in that hope and expectation, I 
shall now move that the Report be received, and recorded in 
the minutes of this Council, together with a vote of thanks to 
the members of the Committee of Inquiry, expressive of the 
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deep and grateful sense entertained of the manner in which 
they have discharged the laborious and responsible investiga- 
tion confided to their charge/' 

The resolution was seconded by Sir J. D. Hamilton Hay, 
Bart. 9 and unanimously adopted. 

As a member of the Committee and Association, I then ad- 
dressed the meeting as follows : — *^ I have looked forward, with 
the deepest anxiety, to this day, when a Committee of Inquiry 
should present to the public a Report which would either exone- 
rate an Association, the objects of which it must ever be my 
most earnest desire to promote, from undeserved reproach, or 
seal its condemnation for ever. It is, therefore, highly grati- 
fying to me to find that, after the most elaborate and searching 
investigation, — the most careful, severe, and lengthened exami- 
nation, — that the Committee have declared the Association free 
from MOST OF the allegations and charges so lavishly preferred 
against it. I rejoice at the opportunity which is now afforded 
me by the unanimous resolution of the Committee, of explain- 
ing the objects, and vindicating the principles on which the 
Association is founded. 

^* In taking my seat, at the earnest request of the other 
members of the Committee, at their board, I consented to par- 
ticipate in their labours with a firm determination to condemn 
wherever condemnation was deserved ; and to declare the ex- 
ecutive officers free from imputation, if, after the most diligent 
investigation, I should find them free from blame. I must also 
return my acknowledgments to the Executive Committee for 
having endured a storm of obloquy and reproach, causing the 
withdrawal of some of the most illustrious supporters of the 
Association, in awaiting my return from Canada, in order that 
I might hear all that had been said against them, before I heard 
what they had to say in their defence. 

" The most novel feature of this Association, the one which 
contradistinguishes it from that of any other society, is the pro- 
ject of Colonization. The acquisition of land in the respective 
Colonies, by public companies, has always received the sanc- 
tion of the local governments^ and been encouraged by the 
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Iniperial. Priratc enterprise could never accoroplish irhat 
public combioation could ; and heQce the anxiety felt in new 
countries to avail themselves of the capital and exertion of those 
whose interest would stimulate them to promote their settle- 
ment. Amidst a mass of similar testimony, approving of such 
combination, I avail myself only of some portions of the de- 
spatches from Sir W. Colebrooke to Lord Stanley, together 
with his replies : 

'* * In the progressive settlement of a new and fertile country, 
although the application of capital and labour, in clearing and 
cultivating the land, forbids the prospect of any return beyond 
the subsistence of the labourer and his family for several years, 
yet the aug^mented value of land assures the ultimate compen- 
sation of the landholder ; and if gentlemen possessing more or 
less capital should engage, with permanent views, in such under- 
takings, they would introduce a superior class of settlers who 
would bring to the Colonies the morals and industry, the arts 
and intelligence, which characterise the British yeomanry of 
England. 

^* *• From such elements the best means would be acquired of 
establishing the principles of the constitution in the Colonies, 
and by encouraging a constant influx of new settlers the con- 
nexion would be perpetuated. The preservation of a bond 
with the parent state must depend on a continued influx of 
new settlers. 

'* ^ In affording encouragement to capitalists to acquire lands, 
I am disposed to consider that the settlement of the Emigrant 
peasantry in villages is likely to be the most effectual means of 
promoting their own wel&re and the advantage of the country. 
The social benefits thus acquired supersede the ignorant desire 
to extend their acquisition beyond their means ; and the pos- 
session OF FIFTY ACRES IN SUCS A SETTLEMENT WILL BE 
FOUND MORE VALUABLE THAN AN INSULATED GRANT OF FAR 
GREATER EXTENT IN THE WILDERNESS. 

** ^ That the acquisition of land by capitalists, with a view to 
hereditary possession, would be compatible with such a system 
of village settlement, there is every reason to conclude ; and 
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the views of such a class should be directed to those liberal 
pursuits, connected with the government and the improvement 
of the country, which would insure their own ascendancy. 

" Lord Stanley — ' All which it appears to me that the Govern- 
ment can do towards promoting the Colonization of New Bruns- 
wick, is by placipg a moderate price upon the public lands, and 
rendering their acquisition easy ; by circulating also correct infor- 
mation concerning the Colony, so that parties may judge of the 
means which it affords for the profitable employment of capital; 
and as regards the lower orders, by regulating their conveyance 
to the Colony without the undue enhancement of its cost. Tlie 
rest must be left to the inducements which the natural resources 
and advantages of the Colony may present ; — IN SHORT, TO 
THE OPERATION OF PRIVATE INTEREST.' 

" Sir W, M. G. Colebrooke — ^ The organization of parties, 
who after due inquiry should form settlements upon waste 
lands, has been proved by experience to afford many advantages 
to settlers where the lands acquired by them are not too ex- 
tensive. 

" * By this arrangement their co-operative industry becomes 
more effective, and their labour is rendered available in the 
prosecution of undertakings which depend on the application 
of capital. 

^' ' As the subsistence of settlers, while engaged in reclaim- 
ing new lands, must either be derived from their own resources 
or from employment in useful works, and as the absorption of 
their private funds must prevent them from improving their 
farms, a plan of settlement by which those funds may be re^ 
served to them, and they may be induced to afford their labour 
on reasonable terms, is alike favourable to their own views and 
to the public improvement. 

" *The improvement of their farms tends to augment the 
security for their bonds, which so long as the interest is paid, 
and the lands are improved, there can be no inducement to 
enforce against them.' 

" The Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, in re- 



ferenee to m letter of mj owjl, also ezpresMd rfiein^el i o &wimT' 
able to ooe of the priscfrles adopted br tbe AjKxiatkja : 

•« « We ca&aoc bat tbink, that if tbe mbk &cilhies existed 
fer | nir "haiirr iauiis coaatnr tbe waste lands of Caoada, which 
hare beea afbrded ia the case of the Aastralxaa C>Iofdes, and 
of aooiiaatzB^ Emrgraati fbr a free paaage m pcoportioa to 
the pvrchaae-moocT deposited* the CoIooiiatioB of Canada 
woold be rreatlj &cilltaxed. The same sum of money would 
porchasenore land in CaTtada tham in Aastraliav while it would 
proTide the meaiks of eocTeriii^ nearij toar times aa many 



** There b« at the present tiny, cpwvds of fifty Emigrant 
Societies in dlrerent pans of the Uolted Kinc&xn in constant 
eorrespocdesce with this AssoGarioa ; they are kM^xng with 
intense solicirsde to the Terdxt which the Committee of In- 
(fsiry will prosocnce this day, on an estahlkhmeat wiiich they 
desire to scstain to the atmost of their power, firom a deep 
conrictiaQ that paxrictism and phllanthrcpy are quite as madi 
the ccj^cts of its prczocers. as the less worthy one of self- 



•* The Tari'^o* rart:« forsiinz theje societies are fiur too in- 
tellLr'^st to be the dur«« of asT asBOcsadco, and fhmkh the 
Terr best elements ot exteni<<i and scccessTzI Colooiiatioa. 
By 5: llowir^ the recotnisendadca of tie Committee ; by proae- 
cstirz Tiz^rcKislT the arrlication for a charter ; br immcdiai^ 
enlarging, and eriencing, a=d stresrgtheniz:? the direction, and 
by persererisg exertion, I beliene this Associatioa is destined 
to confer incalc;ilarle blessiiigs on Casada and this countrr, 
to coarert a severing popTxIation in the Uztited Kingdom into 
a Taloable yeomanry in British Xorth America : strengthening 
British power, and dcTelorLn^ British Amertcaa resooiccs; 
tcccing more :nan aajihing to allay prlitical dL>c;irbance; and 
nnitiixg for erer in bonds of lastiztg amitr, interests and aSse- 
tioo, the Canadian proTinces wiui the B^id^h Crown.** 

I conclsied, after some further ocserratioos br moTinsr 
that the Commissioaers be adris^d to act on the recommenda- 
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tions set forth in the Report, and that a subscription for shares 
in the capital stock be now opened, and that books be deposited 
at the bankers, Messrs. Gljn Sc Co. ; and also for the election of 
a Board of Commissioners. This was seconded by J . Boardillon, 
Esq., and carried nnanimouslj. A TOte of thanks was also 
passed to the Committee of Inquiry, and acknowledged by 
Mr. Barrow. 

On the evening of the day following this meeting, — ^which 
was amply reported by all the leading journals, without one 
single unfavourable comment, and which created an impression 
in the City highly favourable to the Association, — information 
was received by the Board of the return of the ship ' Barbadoes' 
to Cork. On the 26th, the supercargo appeared before the 
Lord Mayor, Alderman Humphery, and made the following 
declaration : — 

" I, Edward Light, of Penton-street, Pentonville, master 
mariner, do solemnly and [sincerely declare, that I sailed as 
supercargo in the brig * Barbadoes,' on the 1st day of Novem- 
ber last from Gravesend ; that, on the evening of the 22nd 
day of December instant, the brig ^Barbadoes' put back, per 
stress of weather, into the Cove of Cork, out from London 
fifty-two days, after having run on her outward-bound voyage 
to Prince Edward's Island, within 190 miles of the banks of 
Newfoundland, in which latitude, owing to the continual pre- 
valence of tremendous gales from the N.N.W. to N.W., and 
the loss of spars, sails, and rigging, the sea making a clear 
breach over the brig, sweeping away bulwarks, staunchions^ 
Sec. Upon consultation between the captain and this declarant, 
it was deemed indispensable to the preservation of the brig and 
safety of all on board, and the benefit of all parties interested, 
to veer her before the wind, and seek such shelter as wind and 
weather would permit. And this declarant also saith, that the 
said brig * Barbadoes ' was in every respect fully equipped and 
provisioned, with her stores on board, and all stores also neces- 
sary for the accommodation of the Emigrants on board, ready 
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for sea, and could have sailed upon her voyage on the 22nd 
daj of October last, on which day the brig was then at Graves- 
end ready for sea ; bat that, in consequence of complaints pre- 
ferred on that day against Mr. Haldon, by whom the Emigrants 
had been engaged, and adjonmed by the then Lord Mayor to 
the 24th, and the snbseqnent proceedings which resulted firom 
the coarse adopted by the then Lord Mayor in respect of such 
complaints, the vessel was unfortunately, beyond the control of 
the charterers, delayed until the said 1st of November, when 
she finally left Gravesend. And the declarant further says, 
that his solemn belief is, that had no such delay as that which 
intervened between the 22nd October and 1st November been 
thus interposed by the proceedings at the Mansion-house, and 
the procedure of the then Lord Mayor thereon, the brig * Bar- 
badoes* would have accomplished, in all human probability, 
her intended voyage to Prince Edward's Island, with the same 
success as the other vessels which sailed just one week pre- 
viously to the * Barbadoes,' for that part of the coast of North 
America, did actually accomplish theirs ; and this said decla- 
rant left the Emigrants at Cork all well, contented with the 
treatment they had received, and intending to proceed to their 
original destination at the earliest opportunity next season." 

On the 30th of December, I was deputed by the Consulting 
Council to proceed to Inverary Castle, to place in the hands of 
His Grace the Duke of Argyll, the Report of the Committee of 
Inquiry, and to express their earnest hope that he would, after 
its perusal, again accord to the Association that support, 
without which it was impossible for the Executive Board to 
sustain it. 

At the close of this year terminated my employment by the 
Canadian Government ; but I had the proud satisfaction of re- 
cording also, at the close of that year, that the Emigration 
direct from the United Kingdom amounted to 44,374,^ — a strik- 
ing and gratifying contrast to that of the year preceding ray 
labours — 3,266; and as a thorough confirmation of all that 
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I had advanced, as to the rise of property, concurrently \vith 
the progress of population, the leading Canadian journal thus 
adverts to the advance made in 1842 :-^ 

" The value of lands is otte-third higher than last year, and 
I hear from good authority, that agents for individuals, or 
families, or companies in different parts of the United Kingdom 
are traversing the province in every direction^ But, the most 
convincing proof of our gradual improvement, is the daily 
arrival of respectable families and skilful artisans from the 
neighbouring states, having first sold their properties there for 
what they Would bring, to enable them to make this their per- 
manent and happy home. In most cases, these persons sent an 
agent to report upon the province, previously to their disposing 
of their establishments in the States. The preference to Canada 
has consequently been given after mature calculation and re- 
flection/' 



1843. On the 3rd of January I arrived at Inverary, when 
I lost no time in acquainting the Duke of my arrival, and re- 
questing his Grace to name an hour when it would suit his con- 
venience to receive me. The reply brought me a kind invita- 
tion to make the Castle my abode during my stay, adding, that 
his Grace, the day following, would discuss with me the matters 
which I was commissioned to lay before him. 

This note was accompanied by a copy of the Report of the 
Committee of Inquiry, and also by a letter from the Chairman 
of the Executive Committee, stating that the Board had deemed 
it their duty, both to his Grace and themselves, to depute toe 
to wait upon him, to lay the Report before him, together with 
Such explanations as might be necessary to put him into full 
possession of every particular connected with the proceedings 
and position of the Association. 

Prom a copy of this letter, now before me, I make the fol 
lowing extracts : — 

" I have considered it my duty, my Lord Duke, to address 
to you several letters since the Association fell into unjust ob- 
loquy; and on every occasion I have been supported by the 
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sui a mar^sja^ ooe, as josr Grace casnoc hSL to 
pereeiTe, £xai cfie S^e uas Sir Jocn PErie and Jcim Walicr, 
Em ^ M.P^ were izrized to jcm^ and act apoa the Committee. 
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at tbe Chj of Louden TaTsa, to ei^ieia a bope, wbich 
warml J CGocErred in* tbat toot Grace woold jet, apon being 
man ml tbat the AsaocsaiLoa bad done aodiing to render diem* 
felres un w ofi hy of joor scpport, feel it to be a datj wbkb joa 
oired to jourseli and ihe cocntrTyaa also to tbe parties wbo bad 
been to on'txstlf trad seed, to return to tbe President's cbair. 

** 3It Lord Diike, I bare alreadj taken oecascm to arge 
npon joor Grace tbe importance of joar resoming jonr posi- 
tion in the Ajsociadon. Toa can now do so with perfect pro- 
prietj and consistencr ; aa joor reason for wishing to withdraw 
from ns was tbe allegations which Toa bad beard to oor preni- 
dice. Haring now satisfactory eridenee at length placed befine 
joa, br the Report of the boaoorable gentlemen wbo bare 
acted on the Committee of Inqoirr, that these allegations were 
wholly groandless, there can be no difficolty in the way of your 
retaining yoor place at our bead. Indeed, it might perb^is be 
said, with jastice, that there is something like a moral obligar 
tion imposed npon yonr Grace to do so, as a reparatioD tor the 
obloqny to which we bare been exposed. Bnt I waire this Tiew 
of the snbject, and limit my anxieties on the point to tbe in- 
terests of the Association, and to what I beliere moat decidedly 
to be yonr Grace's own interest. 
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** With regard to the Association, there can be no question 
bnt that, with the very eligible properties acquired, the facili- 
ties that we possess of rapidly colonizing them, the &your of 
the Colonial authorities, and the support of eminent and influ- 
ential men in British North America, it is calculated to be pro- 
ductive of unspeakable good both to this country and to those 
Colonies. Neither can there be a doubt that your Grace has it 
in your power to ensure the success of the undertaking. All 
that it would be necessary for your Grace to do, to accomplish 
that end, would be to announce publicly, that having found, 
upon due inquiry, that the surmises to the prejudice of the As- 
sociation were without foundation, you again returned to the 
oflSce of its President, and would give your aid to bring it fully 
into operation. 

'* If such an announcement were now made, after the noto- 
riety which the Association has obtained, the moneyed and com- 
mercial interests of the country would at once rally round it, 
and render its prospects sure and permanent. 

^^ My Lord Duke, upon the whole, it appears to me clear, 
that by adhering to the Association, you may be instrumental 
in ameliorating the condition of thousands of our fellow- 
creatures, in extending the resources of our country, and pro- 
moting the well-being of our Colonial Empire — hot only with- 
out loss to yourself, but great benefit to your own noble inhe- 
ritance : but I believe it is no less certain, that you cannot 
recede from the Association without destroying it, and thereby 
clothing yourself and a few other individuals with demands and 
litigations which, from all that I have heard, I feel convinced 
must lead to immense pecuniary sacrifices. 

^* I shall now, my Lord Duke, conclude this solemn dis- 
charge of an ofiicial duty, by leaving it to Dr. Rolph personally 
to impress emphatically on your Grace the urgent necessity for 
enabling us to carry the recommendations with which the Re- 
port of the Committee of Inquiry terminates, into prompt 
effect. It would be unjust to conceal, that whilst we urge this 
as a favour to us, we urge it also as a matter of safety to your- 
self. There appears to this Board no alternative between 

T 
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€MTTjing out tlie Association, and a series at legal proeeedii^, 
which most inTolTe joor Grace, and all immed lately concerned, 
in the most grierons, Texatioos, and injarioos consequences. 
We believe that the Association has been brooght into its pre- 
sent position of peril mainlj by the &et of the withdimwal of 
your Grace ; and we now intreat yonr letom to office by erery 
consideration, pablic and private, which ought deeply to weigh 
with a high, a generous, and enlightened mind." 

This letter, which his Grace deemed *' an extraordinary 
one," and the Report of the Committee of Inquiry, produced 
no favonrable result. After spending several days at Inverary 
Castle, and making use of every argument which I could think 
of to prevail on his Grace to resume his connexion with the 
Association, I can:ie back to London empowered to report that 
he declined for the present to return to the office of President ; 
hot that, should the recommendations of the Committee of In- 
quiry be carried out, and a bill introduced into Parliament for 
the incorporation of the Association, he would give it his sup- 
port. 

On my return to London, no time was lost in using every 
means to comply with the recommendations in the Report. 
Further steps towards procuring a charter were taken ; nego- 
tiations were opened with several influential parties, with a 
view to the enlargement of the managing Board; and an 
amended prospectus, detailing the properties acquired, was 
drawn up. 

No money having been received from the public on tlie 
shares which had been taken up to the end of January, a letter 
was addressed to the Diike of Argyll, acquainting him with the 
prog^-ess made towards rectifying the damage which the Asso- 
ciation bad received, and setting forth the necessity for a tem- 
porary advance of £500, to meet the current office expenses. 
This sum (the amount of his Grace's subscription for shares) 
was asked in the shape of a loan, in order tliat he might incur 
no liability by giving it. At the same time, his Grace wins 
made aware, tbat arrangements were progressing by which the 
^* Barbadoes '* would be enabled to proceed on her voyage in 
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the month of March ; and be was further apprised, on behalf 
of Sir R, Broun and myself, that " we were using every per- 
sonal effort, and devoting our entire time, not only to sustain 
the Association, but also to protect his Grace against any of its 
liabilities ; and that if, from not receiving any kind of succour, 
or procuring ud from his Grace, we should fail to accomplish 
this, our most earnest and most anxious desire, we at least should 
have consolation in the reflection that we had done our duty, 
and should stand exonerated by the public." 

To this request, which would never have been needed had 
his Grace not retired from office, and thereby destroyed public 
confidence in the Association, he declined to accede. 

During the early part of February, the Canadian press con- 
tained full reports of the public meeting of the Consulting 
Council on the 23rd of December ; and, as embodying their 
general sentiments, I may here introduce the leading remarks 
on the subject, of the Montreal Herald :^*'^ After all the op- 
probrium which has been heaped on the British American 
Association for Emigration and Colonization, by such interested 
and unprincipled speculators in New Zealand, and other Land 
Companies, as Sir John Pirie, the late Lord Mayor of London, 
and others have proved themselves to be, it is gratifying to read 
the proceedings of the Association in our first page, which most 
triumphantly refute every chai*ge or calumny brought against 
its Directors." 

Towards the close of the month of February, I received from 
Sir Henry Macleod, the Governor of Trinidad, then in Eng- 
land, the appointment of agent for the removal of the coloured 
population in Canada to that island ; but my departure to com- 
mence the duties connected with that mission was delayed, by 
the painful position in which I was placed through the difiicul- 
ties of the British American Association. 

On the 27th of February, the Colonial Society gave a mag- 
nificent dinner, at their rooms, to Sir Charles Metcalfe, pre- 
vious to his embarkation from England as Governor-General 
of Canada. The cbair was occupied by Sir A. D'Este. It is 
needless to speak of the enthusiasm which prevailed, the high 

t2 
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hopes excited, on this interesting occasion : it is much more 
delightfal to reflect how abundantly they have been realised, 
by the commanding intellect, indomitable firmness, and stem 
justice since displayed by the distinguished individual in whose 
hononr the feast was given. On this occasion, Sir A* D'Este, 
in proposing as a toast ** Prosperity to Emigration,** most 
kindly alluded to me, and coupled my name with that cause in 
the most complimentary nmnner. 

In returning thanks for this compliment, " I trusted that I 
should stand excused, if travelling out of the record, I first re- 
turned, on behalf of the Colony with which I was connected, 
my most grateful thanks to the Colonial Society for having 
twice, during the year, paid such a marked compliment to it — 
on a former occasion by the dinner given to my gallant friend 
Sir Allan Macnab ; and on this occasion, for their joining in 
the universal gratulation, on account of the appointment of Sir 
Charles Metcalfe as Governor of Canada — an appointment as 
honourable to the Government that made it, as to the distin- 
guished individual that had accepted it, and which could not 
but prove as serviceable to the empire, as it would assuredly 
be most acceptable to the Colonists. With more immediate 
reference to the toast, I was admonished by the lateness of the 
hour not to expatiate on its necessities and advantages ; but I 
might be permitted to say, that whilst it was too hallowed a 
subject to be desecrated by party dissensions, it had never 
sufficiently received the attention of any party in the state. In 
the mutual relation between the parent state and the Colonies, 
a judicious transfer of the population might prove serviceable 
to both — blessing that which gives, as well as that which takes 
•--converting idleness into industry, weeping into gladness, 
solitude into activity, and barrenness into life. It would not be 
like sowing serpents' teeth, hereafter to rise up into armed 
men ; but converting a destitute unemployed population into a 
prosperous yeomanry, that would become the most profitable 
customers to the manufacturers of Great Britain. On the very 
same grounds, it was highly desirable to give an incentive to 
the numerous coloured population in Canada to remove to the 
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West Indies, where, more secure and better rewarded, tbey 
would prove equally as successful as those of our indigent fel- 
low-subjects of the British Isles, who had obtained competence 
and independence in Canada. I hoped this momentous subject 
would receive the most earnest attention of the Government." 

On the following day. Sir Charles Metcalfe received a de- 
putation from the British American Association, and expressed 
his strong desire that it might surmount its difficulties, stating, 
at the same time, that, during his administration in Canada, he 
should ever be most ready and willing to give to the cause of 
Emigration and Colonization his utmost support. 

In consequence of the ardent desire felt by the thousands 
in the county of Renfrewshire to remove to Canada, who had 
been, during the greater portion of the preceding year, out of 
employment, and depending for their subsistence upon private 
alms, I received the following communication from Mr. Craw- 
ford, of Paisley, a gentleman who had been directing his ener- 
gies for many years to the promotion of Emigration : 






London, 25th January, 1843. 
Sir, — As from your official situation as Government Emi- 
gration Agent for Canada, and your being practically acquainted 
with the wants of that Colony, and the results of Emigration of 
the labouring classes and artisans from this country thereto, 
you are competent to pronounce an opinion as to the soundness 
of the views and wisdom of the policy recommended in the 
Report of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, 
herewith enclosed, on which Her Majesty's Government have 
felt themselves justified in refusing (in the meantime only I 
hope) the application of my unemployed and suffering fellow- 
townsmen at Paisley for the aid of Government to emigrate 
to that Colony, with the view of earning an independent sub- 
sistence there by their own industry, instead of being supported 
in the abject and degrading condition of paupers at home. I 
respectfully request your opinion on the said Report, for the 
purpose of being laid before Her Majesty's Government, with a 
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renewed application for their efficient aid, which in every view 
of the case, as a Christian Government, 1 humbly maintain they 

are bound to grant. 

*' I am. Sir, your very obedient sarvant, 

*' JoHH Crawpobd.'* 

** Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 
" 9, Park Street, Westminster, January 4. 

« Sir, — We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the Slst December last, forwarding to us a com- 
munication from the Home Department, relative to Emigration 
from Paisley, and directing us to report any observations we 
may have to offer upon the resolutions passed at a meeting of 
unemployed operatives in that town. 

** The object of the meeting was to renew the request which 
has been so frequently made from Paisley, that aid should be 
afforded by the British Government to persons who are in dis- 
tress, to enable them to emigrate; and the adoption of some 
public measure was apparently contemplated by the meeting, 
whereby the unemployed of Paisley, and all who are willing to 
emigrate, will obtain free passages, and be* ensured employ- 
ment on arrival in the Colonies. Upon a resolution being 
moved, expressing the willingness of the meeting to emigrate 
to the Australian Colonies and the Cape of Good Hope, as well 
as to North America, an amendment was carried, by a large 
majority, to the effect that the meeting confined its views to 
Canada, and that the other Colonies should be excluded from 
the resolutions. 

** As Lord Stanley is aware, no portion of the revenue raised 
in Canada is applicable to defraying the expenses of Emigra« 
tion ; the object of the Paisley meeting, therefore, can only be 
effected by means of the public funds of this country, if Par- 
liament should think proper to make provision for the purpose. 
But it is our duty to state that, even then it would be doubtful 
whether, with regard to the interests of Canada, it would be 
prudent to send thither any number of labourers at the public 
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expense. The large aud annually increasing Emigration vrhich 
is carried on by private funds, appears to be amply suAicicni (or 
the wants of the Colony ; but should the supply of labour be 
forced into excess as regards the capital for employing it, the 
same evils most, we conceive, arise as those from which the 
unemployed operatives of Paisley are now seeking to remove 
themselves. It is obviously, we think, impossible and out of 
the question that Government should take upon itself to pro« 
vide employment for the Emigrants after their arrival in the 
Colony : in reference to this latter point, it may perhaps be 
worthy of remark, that the different Emigration Agents in 
Canada, in their last year's reports, whilst lamenting the di«(- 
tress into which the operatives from Glasgow and Paisley hud 
fallen, in consequence of their want of litness for the labour 
required in the Colony, state that it was impossible to remove 
from the minds of those persons the impression, that the Go* 
vernment, having induced them to emigrate, was responsible 
for their maintenance. It is probable that this impression hud 
only arisen from the fact of an agent from the Government of 
Canada having been employed in Scotland in setting forth the 
advantages which, in a general way, were otiered in the Co- 
lony to useful labourers who could find their way there; but 
it is obvious that it would, in future instances, be greatly con- 
firmed if the British Government had actually furnished them 
with the means of conveyance to the Colony, and they found 
themselves unable to obtain employment there : much disap* 
pointment and suffering might possibly result from the misap* 
prehension. 

** With reference to these several considerations, we liave 
the honour to ro[>ort, that we know of no measures which it 
would appear desirable that Her Majesty'^ Government should 
take, with a view to giving etfect to the dcMre of the unemployed 
operatives of Paisley, that they slionld be provided with free 
passage, to Canada, and be insured employment on their arriraK 
(Signed) ^* Edward £• Villi ers^ 

** Jonir G£OBGE Shaw Lbvzvum* 
^ James Stephen, Esq., Ac." 
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To this coDiuiuuication of Mr. Crawford's, with its accom* 
pauyiug document, I made the following reply : — 

** Colonial Society, St. James's Square, 
" January 26th, 1843. 
" Dear Sir, — In reply to your communication of yesterday, 
directing my attention to the recent application from the people 
of Paisley for assistance to emigrate to Canada, and the Report 
of the Colonial Land Emigration Commissioners, and soliciting 
my views thereon, I assure you that I hare been long fully 
sensible of the earnest wishes of the persons you represent on 
that subject. The desire I have felt to serve them has indeed 
induced me to give my whole time and attention to the forma- 
tion of a Society, having for its object the relief of the unem- 
ployed population of the British isles, by the Colonization of 
British North America; and although many obstacles have 
most unexpectedly and most unfortunately occurred to inter- 
rupt my exertions, I hope, ere long, to surmount them all. No 
measure of Emigration, except on this principle, can be useful 
to the suffering masses. The annual Emigration to Canada 
has been highly advantageous to that province, and vastly be- 
neficial to those who have settled there ; but hitherto it has 
been rather a partial or individual advantage than a national 
relief. No American Land Company has yet adopted the prin- 
ciple of Colonization, although it is an undoubted well-esta- 
blished fact, that it is population alone that gives value to land. 
When the Canadian Government formerly submitted the waste 
lands of the Crown every year to public auction, the upset 
price was always regulated by the population and settlement of 
the respective townships ; thus whilst in some townships the 
price was fixed at 5^. per acre, in others it was determined at 
ids. In the township in Canada where I reside, uncultivated 
land, that was with difficulty sold in 1832 at 10^. an acre, in 
1842 met with ready purchasers at £3; this rise solely owing to 
the increasing population, the progress of settlement, and the 
consequent demand for landed possession. During the period 
when the late lamented Sir Robert Wilmot Horton belonged 
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to the Government, Mr. Peter Robinson came from Canada to 
procure settlers for the Newcastle district, then a dense wil- 
derness,, selecting his settlers from the most destitute portions 
of Ireland. It was not labourers either for the public works or 
for resident settlers that he came, but to procure persons to 
settle on the public domain. At that period all the expenses 
connected with Emigration greatly exceeded what the same 
extent of Emigration would amount to at this time. But mark 
the result ; the Government undertook the partial Colonization 
of the Newcastle district, at that time, at great expense : but 
not only are the townships then peopled amongst the best cul- 
tivated in Canada, but the people are the most thriving, pros- 
perous, happy, contented, loyal yeomanry to be met with in 
British North America. In a moment of imminent peril, at 
the call of Sir Francis Head, and during a Canadian winter, 
they left their homes, performing a long and laborious march 
to defend the Government, then attacked by internal rebellion 
and foreign assault. In the assessed value of these townships 
is to be found the incontrovertible proof, that private enterprise 
and private gain might be enlisted most successfully in the 
promotion of large Colonization. Every township in Canada 
furnishes proof of augmented value from increasing population. 
It is no experiment ; the townships of Cavan, Wilmot, and 
many others have been settled by poor industrious labourers, 
whose labour has created capital. For the sake of argument, 
I assume that the Emigration from the United Kingdom of 
1842, by every channel, amounted to 60,000. The population 
of Western Canada amounts nearly to 600,000. Of this popu- 
lation the home district contains by far the largest proportion, 
viz., nearly 80,000. It is an important fact, that this beautiful 
district retained nearly a fourth of the Emigrant population 
that arrived and were distributed through it during the last 
year, and that there were some portions of the same district 
where the demand for labour was not satisfied. 

" I will now, with your permission, proceed to examine the 
letter addressed to Baillie Murray by the Colonial Commis- 
sioners, making such observations as may, I trust, be serviceable 
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to the great cause of Emigration, and not without benefit to 
those for whom you are more immediately interested, the dis- 
tressed inhabitants of Paisley and its vicinity. * It is unques- 
tionably true,' the Commissioners state in their Report, * that 
the large and annually increasing Emigration, which is carried 
on by private funds, appears to be amply sufficient for the 
wants of the Colony ;' it is unquestionably true that this Emi- 
gration so carried on may supply the demand for labourers on 
the public works of the province ; that it may, in some degree, 
but in a very small one, supply farm labourers for that portion 
of the province near its great arteries of communication ; it 
may even happen that, for a short |)eriod, a sudden influx of 
Emigrants may occur, all of whom may not instantly find 
employment ; more especially if, as has frequently been the 
case, tliey confine themselves to one or two localities, instead 
of spreading over the province. It has happened, and it may 
again happen, that some temporary distress may be occasioned 
from this cause ; but it has hitherto speedily passed away, and 
is not to be compared with the deep and enduring distress from 
want of employment pervading the greater ])ortion of the 
United Kingdom. But even on this appearance of supply for 
* the wants of the Colony,' the very important question arises, 
what are the wants of the Colony? The Colony possesses vast 
tracts, almost illimitable in extent, of the most fertile land, 
easily accessible, and by the cultivation of which its resources 
would be developed to an extent of which our statesmen, 
whether in Park-street or at the Colonial Office, seem little 
aware. This is its most pressing want : it wants well-directed 
labour. With this material it is equal (with its sister Colonies) 
to the supply of w^hatever quantity of grain or provisions the 
United Kingdom may require; in return, it would take a vast 
quantity of the manufactures of its parent — thus conferring 
and receiving benefit at the same time. Can it be said that 
this want is yet, even in appearance, supplied to the extent of 
one-twentieth part ? It will not be so stated by any one who 
is the least acquainted with our North American Colonies. At 
the same time, it is not a mere deportation of destitute and 
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ignorant men that can be expected to produce the most favour- 
able results; though y even in such cases, there are many in- 
stances of the complete success of men under these adverse 
circumstances. I allude to the case of 279 Highlanders, who, 
late in the autumn of 1841, arrived, destitute and penniless, at 
Quebec, having emigrated from the Island of Lewis in the most 
helpless condition. They were without money or the common 
necessaries of life ; the period of their arrival was most ill- 
timed, — ^the commencement of a Canadian winter, when they 
were precluded from agricultural employment, and could only 
be occupied in tasks (the felling of timber, and the manufacture 
of ashes) to which they were unaccustomed. To add to these 
difHculties, they spoke no other language than the Gaelic. 
They would not separate, and they were resolved to cast their 
lot with some of their brethren who had preceded them, and 
who had fixed their abode in the Switzerland of America — the 
eastern townships. Through the humanity of the citizens of 
Quebec and Montreal, funds were obtained to send them to the 
townships, and provision them for the winter. Tliey set to 
work, and, by the manufacture and sale of ashes, they passed 
through the difficulties of the first season very well. Imme- 
diately before their potatoe crop was ready in the last summer, 
139 Emigrants, from the same portion of Scotland, arrived, 
and forced themselves upon these new settlers. For a time, 
the most appalling misery recurred, the inevitable result of this 
extreme improvidence. Through the timely aid of Mr. Frazer, 
of Sherbrooke, the threatened famine was averted ; and I feel 
perfectly sure, that even this, the very worst case of improvident 
Emigration on record, has been attended with this result, that 
not one of the settlers in the townships of Bury and Lingwick 
would exchange their present for their former situation on any 
consideration whatever. 

*' If it were necessary to multiply instances, I could refer 
to the Emigrants sent out by Lord Bathurst, in the years 1817 
and 1818, and again in 1824, the whole of whom had no reason 
to regret the exchange, and who have proved themselves most 
useful Colonists. These men were Paisley Weavers ; but not 
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one of them has returned to Paisley to again encounter the 
eyik he had there experienced in preference to those of his new 
abode ; bnt many of them have sent home money to their poor 
relations, to enable them to join them. In fact, the result of 
this Emigration was most satisfactory. 

** But the great desideratum for the benefit of Canada is the 
establishment of a fixed well-regulated system of Emigration 
and Colonization, by which the Emigrants should not only be 
conveyed cheaply, and with due regard to health and comfort 
to their future abode, but should be located there by those 
whose judgment and experience enable them to prevent the 
evils that sometimes have resulted from the unaided efforts of 
the distressed and ignorant. This was the plan pursued in the 
townships to which I before alluded ; and thus it is that the 
wants of the Colony will be supplied, not only in the cultivation 
of her lands, but in those other most important wants which 
every loyal Canadian will agree with me call earnestly for at- 
tention. Canada and the other provinces want well-directed 
labour to cultivate their lands ; they want a British population 
to defend their frontier, and to repress rebellion, should any 
unfortunate circumstances call the loyalty of the province into 
action. And here I can, with pride and heartfelt satisfaction, 
advert to the way in which those Emigrants who had been gra- 
tuitously carried out, met the call of their country ; grateful 
for the benefits they enjoyed, they eagerly rallied round their 
Governor, and repaid the expense of their location by military 
service, at a time when it was most urgently required. To 
these brave men, and to the spirit shown by the Canadian Bri- 
tons in general, does Her Majesty owe the retention of that 
most valuable portion of her dominions ; and to them do the 
merchants of Great Britain owe the preservation of that exten- 
sive and increasing outlet for their manufactures. The Colo- 
nial Commissioners remind Lord Stanley that recourse must 
be had to the Imperial Government for such a purpose ; and to 
what source should we look for funds to effect a great and last- 
ing good to the Empire at large? The application of capital to 
such objects, and to the supply of the several wants of these 
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Colonies to which I have alluded, and which, in spite of the 
appearances to the eyes of the Colonial Commissioners, are still 
very far from being satisfied, would do more to secure regular 
supplies of British com raised by British industry, to rivet 
British influence, to increase British commerce, and relieve the 
distress of the poor of the United Kingdom, than all the com 
laws, poor laws, and tariffs of the collective wisdom of the great 
contending factions of the state have yet been able to devise. 

" The Commissioners proceed, * Should the supply of labour 
be forced into excess, as regards the capital for employment, 
the same evils must, we conceive, arise as those from which the 
unemployed operatives of Paisley are now seeking to remove 
themselves.' When bodies of Emigrants return from Canada, 
as they have lately done from the United States, without em- 
ployment or support ; when all the waste lands of Canada are 
cultivated and her farmers no longer anxiously look out for 
assistance to extend the dominion of the plough ; when the many 
millions of acres yet affording sustenance only to a few strag- 
gling hunters, shall possess an ample population, and be con- 
verted into meadows and corn-fields, then may we look for such 
a state of things as is here anticipated. But I fear that Park- 
street will be doomed to change its occupants many times, and 
even the Colonial Office will have become the seat of many con- 
tending parties in succession, before such a.state of things will 
exist in a country possessing the vast field for employment, aud 
the easy means of access to it in almost every direction which is 
afforded by British North America. 

" Meantime the hypothesis of a supply of labour in excess 
of capital for employment is wholly inapplicable and absurd . 
The poor man's labour is his capital; if he is unable, either by 
his own means, or the assistance afforded him by others, to set- 
tle on a few acres of his own, he puts that capital out to interest, 
by working for his more wealthy neighbour till he can obtain 
the few articles he wants, to set up on his own account. This 
has been the case with thousands in Canada, and will, it is to 
be hoped, long continue. The Emigrants from Paisley would 
not, when once settled under a wise and prudent system, be- 
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come subject to * the mue erils from which thej are seeking 
to remore themselTes/ Thej wooU not there be subject to the 
starration and misery thej are enduring at home. 

•* Bet the Commissioners think that it will be impossible for 
Goremment to provide the Emigrants with employment on 
their arriTal in the Colony. How can this propos i tion be pre- 
dicated of a country where such magnificent works are still in 
progress, and for which the GroTemment have already made 
prorbion by their guaranteed loan ? — ^while the Welland and 
St. Lawrence Canals, and the many other great works now 
commenced or contemplated, are unfinished, a demand for 
labour must arise, independent of that required by priyale per- 
sons, and by the operations of the public companies that hare 
been formed for the Colonization and settlement of Canada. 
The judicious employment of the capital of a large and power- 
ful Association in the location of Emigrants firom the United 
Kingdom cannot fiul to yield a due return for the investment, 
while the demand for labour thus created will employ in a man- 
ner most advantageous for themselves, and for their country, 
vast numbers of those who are now useless to the community, 
and scarcely able to obtain a miserable existence for themselves. 
When I am told by such high authority, that it is impossible for 
the Government to find employment for the Emigprants on their 
arrival in Canada, I do not presume to contend that one single 
Association can effect what the Imperial Government deems im- 
possible ; but I fearlessly assert, that such an Association, well 
conducted, and well supported by those who ought to take an 
interest in improving the condition of their fellow-creatures, 
and, above all, by the strenuous exertions of the labouring 
classes themselves, may do much to the supply of the wants of 
thousands, who are now alike useless to the nation and to them- 
selves, who are now pining in hopeless misery, or looking with 
anxiety to a Government which they have been taught to be- 
lieve will extend its protection and aid even to the lowest of 
its subjects. 

'' But as to this alleged impossibility, let us examine what 
has already been done. There are three great companies already 
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established, having for their object the improvement of the 
waste lands of Canada. Two of them, supported by a respect* 
able proprietary, and managed by directors of undoubted talent, 
have confined their views to Emigration alone ; but their opera- 
tions have not been attended with the success which every 
such undertaking richly deserves. But the Canada Company, 
adopting plans which partake more of the nature of Coloniza« 
tion than either of the others, has been crowned with eminent 
success ; its shares are at a premium, and its shareholders are 
dividing their profits at the rate of six per cent, per annum. 
This is a proof of the advantage to arise from a conjoined sys- 
tem of Emigration and Colonization ; and the more care and 
attention bestowed on the Emigrant after his location, the more 
certain and speedy will be the return to the capitalist who shall 
undertake the task. 

'^ I should, however, like to ascertain what is meant by 
impossible. It is not impossible to introduce poor-laws, to ex- 
pend large sums of public money in the erection of work-houses, 
or to pass severe and stringent laws for the collection of the 
rates and the management of the poor. Would it not be 
equally possible for a wise and provident system of Emigration 
to be established? or for such encouragement to be afforded 
to capitalists, whether as individuals or companies, to adopt and 
carry on such a system, and to extend the benefit of their plans 
to the very poorest classes ? 

'' The Commissioners have done me the honour to allude to 
my exertions in Scotland on behalf of the Colony of Canada, as 
though I had misled the Emigrants ^ in setting forth the ad- 
vantages which, in a general way, were offered to useful la- 
bourers who could find their way there.' I have used every 
endeavour to lay before my fellow-countrymen the advantages 
they might reasonably hope and confidently expect to reap 
from their Emigration to Canada; but I never yet stated directly 
or indirectly, nor to the best of my knowledge have I ever 
used any expressions tending to create an impression, either that 
funds or employment would in any event be supplied to them 
by the Government. I do not, however, enter into the reason- 
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and confidence, he would use bis utmost exertions to procure a 
charter for it, and obtain it the support of his friends. To 
effect the restoration of public confidence, I left nothing un- 
tried, or undone. I had organised a valuable Provisional Com- 
mittee, and had every prospect of succeeding, when the ship 
** Barbadoes" was brought back to London, and some of the 
creditors of the Association singled me out for their attack. I 
took the most public opportunity, after the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Inquiry had been made, and sanctioned by, a public 
meeting, of sending the following letter to the Editor of the 
Emigration Gazette; and I feel perfectly persuaded, that had 
I received the least aid in my exertions from those members 
whose duty it was to support it, it would have been at this time 
one of the most useful and flourishing institutions in the British 
realms. 

" 29, New Bridge Street, Blackfnars, 
" February 22, 1843. 
" Sir, — ^The Committee of Inquiry appointed to investigate 
the various charges which had been lavishly preferred by a 
large portion of the public press, during my absence in Canada, 
against the British American Association, having only just now 
terminated their arduous and protracted labours ; and feeling 
more than ever thoroughly convinced of the vast utility, prac- 
ticability, and profit, to be derived by the working and esta- 
blishment of a powerful Company, having for its object the 
promotion of Emigration and Colonization in British North 
America, as a measure of national relief, as well as Colonial 
benefit; and further, having discovered, by this rigid and 
searching investigation, the causes which led to the difficulties, 
deficiencies, embarrassments, and limited operations of the 
Association, I not only, Sir, avow my determination, in the 
most public manner, still to adhere to it, but I have also re- 
solved to invite around it again, in conformity with the special 
recommendation of that Committee, all its original supporters, 
patrons, and friends, and confidently trust to see it, under en- 
larged and improved direction, proper and efficient manage- 
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for, is that where an existing population is to be found. That 
Colonization contains within itself every element of wealth, is 
clearlj to be deduced from the rapid increase in the value of 
those lands that have been long settled, and well peopled. 
Some portion of the Bathurst district was first peopled by the 
distressed inhabitants of Scotland ; the townships where they 
were distributed had many local disadvantages, detracting from 
their value ; indeed they might be said to have been, when un- 
peopled, nearly valueless. They abounded in swamp; they 
were in many parts densely and heavily wooded ; there were no 
roads nor bridges, and great labour was required to be expended 
on them before they could be brought under the dominion of 
the plough ; above all, they were remote from market, they 
were distant from inland navigation : and therefore the early 
settlers laboured under great and severe disadvantages. Still 
these men, from Highland districts, not skilled in agriculture, 
but possessing strength, good-will, and perseverance, succeeded 
in obtaining independence, and have cheerfully assisted in their 
contributions to the relief of their suffering brethren in Scot- 
land. Zorra, a township abounding in Scotch settlers, is ano- 
ther striking instance of the immense increase in value de- 
pendent on an increase of population. It is remote from market, 
and has only received much addition to its population within 
these last few years ; yet that increase has raised the value of 
its uncultivated lands from two to six and eight dollars per 
acre. The township of Eramosa is another most successful 
example. These are the results of partial, unaided Emigration 
from Scotland. Another instance, well deserving of notice, is 
to be met with in the Newcastle district, in those townships 
which were settled by the people from Ireland, that were con- 
veyed to Canada by Mr. Robinson. The result of this Emigra- 
tion was not only most gratifying in the townships, but led to 
the establishment of two flourishing and important towns, 
Peterborough on the River Otanabee, above the Rice Lake, 
and Port Hope, on Lake Ontario. Churches, mills, stores, and 
a large and thriving population, attest the value and importance 
of these towns, the result of a partial Emigration of but a few 
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Tlie tovnsliip of Adelaide, peopled vhliia m tctt tew 
piincipall J hj Irish, wlko bad to eootend with wumj and 
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IT radiridiial properties of 
cb townsiup of Dunfrica, V 
little flcore tbaa twentr rears aeo, eostaiiicd ooIt twentr &iiu- 
lka» » anocber moot striking iiritaTire of Hwifwfu l aetdeaKnt. 
At tbat time its lands were sdliiig br the HonooraUe Mr. 
Dicksoa and Mr. Shade, at 17i. 6dL per acre; a bigb pnee 
ander sacb ctitumstanees, bat wbicb arose from tbeir pecofiar 
ezeelleikce and advantageoos loeafirr. Tbis township now eon- 
tains 6,000 inhabitants; and karinf oat of the caleolation the 
TciT Taloable properties in Gait and the other Tillages, its wild 
lands, &ToarablT situated, readilT obtain twentr dollars an 
acre. An inflax of 6>iX«3 inhabitants bassiTcn, in twenty years, 
an increaese of Talne to the snrroonding andkposed-of land, in 
aboat ten-feld proportion ; to that, in enltiTation, an increase 
much modre extraoruLaarr. Bet suroose the whole 6,000 had 
been located by the exertions and enterprise of any pablie- 
spirited proprietor in one or two yearsy what a rich barrest 
woold he bare reazwd for his labours f The increase of valae 
arising from increase of popalatioii may almost be redoced to 
arithmetical caleolation. 

*^ Sir Allan Macnab« in a recent ecnnmiinicati<Hi to me, 
inibnns me, that the splendid tract of land hvdefing on the 
Grand RiTer, and beloc^tsg to the Six ?i ation Indians^ abovnd* 
ing in the finest timber and richest soil, and a locality mi- 
e^^ualled in Canada, amocmciDg to loO.OOO acres, is at the 
dispo^ of the Assoc^don, on tlie mocst &ToarabIe and adTan- 
tageoiis termsy payable in ten yearly equal instalments. An 
enormous profit may be made in snch a district, possessing the 
most fertile soil, salabrtousand agreeable climate, and enjoying 
one of the be$t water ccmmunicatioos m the prorince, long 
befi>re the ten years would expire, firom the Judicioas planting 
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of many thousand Emigrants each year, while each band would 
add greatly to the value of the lands near which they would be 
located. It must not be forgotten, that the remission of duty 
which has lately taken place on many of the Canadian articles 
of produce, the still further indulgence with regard to flour, 
contemplated by the present Ministry, and the imposition of a 
protective duty on com and flour sent from the United States 
into Canada, has already added very greatly to the value of 
Colonial lands. The alarm consequent upon the first alteration 
of the timber duties having subsided, it has been found that 
the white pine, at any rate, still commands the English market ; 
and that in the other descriptions, the competition with the 
Baltic is not so hopeless as was imagined. My attention has 
hitherto been confined to the remote, though fertile districts of 
Western Canada. Let me now take up the question, in regard 
to the scarcely less productive tracts in the eastern division of 
the province, where the Association has secured some extensive 
seigniories, which possess the important advantage of water- 
carriage, and a very short distance from the great and valuable 
shipping ports of Montreal and Quebec. I will adduce the 
noble seigniories of Carufel and Lanaudiere, on the north side 
of the St. Lawrence, and on the banks of that beautiful stream, 
the River Maskinonge, a river which science would easily 
render navigable, and would thereby open a vast communication 
with the extensive lake of the same name, and with an enormous 
extent of land only requiring population to acquire value. In- 
deed its very impediments, giving great hydraulic powers, 
afford mill seats which would, by their sale or rental, defray 
the cost of the necessary improvements. The pine of the 
north would, for years, afford ample employment to any num^ 
ber of saw-mills erected on this valuable stream, and the rich 
lands around the lake, and its many fine tributaries, would 
keep at work a number of grist-mills well calculated to afford 
an ample revenue to the owners. The same arguments apply 
to the valuable seignories of D'Aillebout and De Ramsay, 
situate on the banks of a river already navigable to within four 
miles of their limits, and flowing directly to the St. Lawrence, 
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>'or b precedes^ v^stln.? to deznozisiraxe tLai tiwese 
are neidker speeclAdre CfOr TKonarr. T^ acw vcalxlij and 
protperwis fenlers in tic JiLs^towa, ?CewcM<le, Home, 
Prinee Edward, Gore, and Loci >a districts, Bkore esperiaHj in 
the townships of £Jward»b:irer. Caran, WUmot, Waterloo, Jbc., 
bear ample vitc€9 to the c^^eat adranta^ to be derired from 
jadxcioas assistance to indastrioos settlers; and I am frillj 
borne oat in boldlv assertinz, tl.ai h^d the assistance which 
was ajfcrded Lt the British Government to manT of the settlers 

m m 

in the Newcastle district, been merelj loaned to them, instead 
of being freelj given, the present great and improring Talue 
of their floorishinz fiirms and hanpT homesteads, would have 
enabled their now independent proprietors, formerlj desdtnte 
labourers, easilj to hare discharged their debt. 

*' It would be di£cult, indeed, to OTerrate the presentadTan- 
tages and the prospectire ralue of the estates acquired bjr the 
Association on the most eligible and accessible portion of the 
coast of Gaspe. Indeed, this territory offers such signal, sach 
peculiar facilities for the settlement of industrious Emigrants, 
the profitable and permanent occupation of wood-cutters, miners, 
or coal-workers, fishermen, &c., that, in my present letter, I 
can only glance at some of the more prominent features, which 
recommend it to them for occupation, and to capitalists for 
investment. And in reference to these points, it may be suffi- 
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cient to remark, that it possesses, in the first place, the best 
harbour, Port Daniel, in a coast line of 150 miles ; that within 
the limits of the bay, by which it is indented, one of the most 
productive fisheries to be found in those latitudes offers a sure 
and annual harvest of abundant profit to all who, encouraged 
by the lucrative experience of the American adventurers, who 
have hitherto almost exclusively engrossed the benefit of the 
fishing, may choose to embark in it. That immediately adjacent 
to this port, and included within the limits of this magnificent 
property, a rich coal-field, of 3,500 acres, occurs in the precise 
locality where it can be most advantageously worked for the 
supply of that fuel, the consumption of which will be limited 
only by the increasing demands of the growing steam-naviga- 
tion, which, year after year, is connecting the remoter, and 
multiplying the intermediate points of communication along 
the vast sea-board of British America. On how advantageous 
terms this Gaspe property has been acquired, a single fact may 
perhaps demonstrate; nearly four times the amount of the 
entire purchade-money to be paid by the Association for the 
whole territory, was offered for a portion of it, only six years ago, 
by a company of intelligent American capitalists, resident in the 
United States, and who, from the vicinity of their position, 
must be presumed to have been well qualified to appreciate its 
value. It has been also demonstrated, in the prospectus now 
being issued by the Association, that the quantity of timber ne- 
cessary to furnish the large saw-mills, the annual profit in the 
produce of which is estimated at many thousand pounds ster- 
ling, can be supplied off this property for sixty years to come. 

" The conclusion is obvious and irresistible, and the course 
of the Association capable of demonstration. Its funds are 
invested on lands — on land which must improve, more or less 
rapidly, according to the measures pursued, and the success in 
obtaining good settlers ; the success will depend on the encou- 
ragement held out, which it has been determined shall be so 
regulated as to afford to perseverance and industry the certainty 
of the full reward which they so well deserve ; and to those 
individuals who may be impelled by enterprise, patriotism. 
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legitimate profit^ and warm philantbropj, to embark their 
capital — a safe iDTe:»tnient, and highlj remoneratiTe retom. 

** I am. Sir, joar most obedient semnt, 

'^ Thomas Rolfh.* 

On the 10th of March^ a meeting of commercial gentlemen 
took place st the Hooae of the Aawciationy W. Riehardaon, 
£m}^ in the chair, when after considering the arrangements for 
land^ and discossin? the principles of operation, the following 
resolation was nnanimoosl j adopted : — ^^Thal this meeting con- 
siders the Reports made, and the statements submitted, to be 
highly satisfactory, and such as to afford a well-foanded goa- 
rantee for entertaining the opinion, that the Association, npon 
its original principles, shoold be steadily carried ont ; there 
appearing to this meeting to be no valid room for apprehend- 
ing that the Association, under an extended and efficient 
management, can fiul to be attended with the most eminent 
success, whether considered with reference to the interests of 
the shareholders, or the benefit of those classes who intend to 
emigrate.** 

The Duke of Argyll having arrived in town on the 20th of 
March, the day following, a letter was addressed by Sir R. 
Broun to his Grace, acquainting him, that since my return from 
Inverary, every possible exertion had been used by us to com- 
ply with those suggestions which had been thrown out in the 
conferences which I had then had with him ; that the circum- 
stance, however, of his Grace's declining to return to the office 
of President, and refusing any pecuniary aid, had hitherto pre- 
sented an insuperable barrier to making the progress which 
otherwise would have been successfully realised ; that the sum 
of £193,000, (as shown by the prospectus then ready to be 
issued), would not only cover all the past expenses, but place 
the shareholders in the possession of properties amounting to 
443,594 acres, estimated to be worth not less than £400,000, 
taking into account the joint objects of the Association ; that 
his Grace had it still in his power, by his personal co-operation, 
to fill up the vacancies in the managing Board with men of 
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sufficient influence and wealth to carry out the Association on 
its original principles ; that we tendered our aid to his Grace 
and the other shareholders for that purpose ; but that should 
he, however, decline the oyerture made on our part, we had 
then no other altematiye left but to relinquish any further 
efforts to sustain the Association ; that his Grace was aware, 
from the beginning of these troubles, that we had looked upon 
this matter as one less of money than of reputation ; that the 
whole loss that would erentually accrue to the shareholders, if 
the Association could be sustained, could not exceed one or two 
thousand pounds ; that if an Association called for by the 
urgent distress of multitudes of our suffering fellow*countrymen, 
and which contemplated the highest aims of philanthropy and 
commercial enterprise, should be allowed to go down, it must 
be upon his Grace's responsibility; and that, in such a case, 
we should have to accuse ourselves of no laches in this matter, 
and had now no other alternative left, than to convey to him 
these our joint conclusions. 

Even at this eleventh hour, £500 would have saved the 
Association; but, acting under the most fatuous advice, his 
Grace took no notice of this letter, and shortly afterwards the 
establishment was completely broken up. Upon this event it 
is unnecessary for me to pronounce any opinion ; but consider- 
ing that, within a twelvemonth from this date, the New Zealand 
Company has suspended its operations, after an expenditure of 
£500,000, it is to be hoped that the Sir John Piries — and their 
name was Legion — who discovered a mote in the vision of the 
British American Association, will sooner or later discern the 
beam in their own. On this subject I shall not further dwell ; 
but it is some satisfaction that the close of my long corre- 
spondence with Lord Cloncurry, in 1839, contained the fol- 
lowing monition : 

** Having now, my Lord, trespassed greatly on your patience, 
respecting the state and condition of the western hemisphere, 
permit me to say a few words respecting South Australia and 
New Zealand. Of the former, it being a Colony of the British 
Crown, I cannot but wish it prosperity ; but surely the melan- 
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cbolj accounts receired this sammer, and the otter impoesibi- 
lity of its reqairing mach labour, from its natorallj sterile soil, 
will indaee reflecting persons to passe before they make np 
their minds to proceed to oar Antipodes. Of New Zealand, 1 
most say, that iu connexion with Great Britain is disputed, and 
will eontinoe to be disputed ; Aat the title to p r op erty is alto- 
gether defectiTe ; that its distance b extreme : bat, Wring all 
these disadrantages oat of the question, the following account 
of the natires, from disinterested authority, would prore soflS- 
cient to quell the mania which has existed about emigrating 
to it. 

** In Mr.MarraT*s admirable descriptire geogr^hy, written 
as recently as 1834, and speaking of New Zealand, he says, 
' The natives are of a different raee firom those of New Holland, 
belonging rather to that Malay race which predominates in the 
South Sea Islands. They are tall and well formed, with large 
black eyes ; they are intelligent, hare made some p rogr e s s in 
the arts of life, and are united in a certain form of political so- 
ciety. These circumstances, however, hare only tended to 
develope, in a still more fngbtful deg re e, those lurious passions 
which agitate the breast of the savage. Each little society is 
actuated by the deepest enmity against all their neighbours ; 
their daily and nightly thought is to exterminate them ; and 
when they have gained the guilty triumph, it b followed by the 
dire consummation of devouring their victims. Among the 
many projects which have been lately floating through the 
minds of our countrymen, one has been to form a settlement in 
this country, for the purposes of Emxgrmtion ; but sorely, till 
every other sphere is exhausted, no wise man would Tenture 
into a situation where the colonists would soon find themselves 
in a hostile position with regard to the natires, and would be 
everv moment in dan^rer of beiiur atuicked, killed, and eaten 
by these furious savages.' — Paget 1506 amd 7, Emcgdap^BdSa of 
GeograpAy^ edited by Hugh Jfmmy, ^»J-t PJt^^y EdbJnBrgk. 
" Extract firom Mr. Marsden*s letter to Mr. Bickersteth, Sept. 
25, 18^31 : — * What the New Zealanders are indignant against 
the Europeans for is, their joining either par^ in their vrars. 
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Tbis conduct they will resent, unless those in authority take 
measures to prevent it. Many desperate characters, who either 
are or have been convicts, escape to New Zealand, and mix up 
with the natives, and are capable of committing any crime.* 

^* * Mr. Marshall was asked. Do you conceive that it is in 
the power of the natives to destroy all those European resi- 
dents, whenever they should feel an inclination so to do ? — I 
tlunk it is almost always in their power. The exceptions are, 
when there are a namber of whalers laying in the Bay of 
Islands, and all those whalers are generally armed ; and when 
His Majesty's vessels are there, which are, of course, armed 
vessels ; then they would fear a retaliation. 

^^ * These New Zealanders were formerly represented as a 
most ferocious race ; according to your statement, they must 
be very much improved of late. To what do you ascribe the 
amelioration of manners ?-— There, again, I must distinguish 
between two sets of New Zealanders, the one body consisting 
of the natives that have been brought under the influence of 
your Christian Missionaries ; and by frequent intercourse with 
your European settlers of the better class, have, in some mea* 
sure, become moulded into the character of the men with whom 
they have associated. Another body of natives, those, for in- 
stance, among whom we were dealing, have never been visited 
by missionaries ; they have never felt the influence of a more 
civilized society in their midst : and whether they are more or 
less ferocious than they formerly were, I have no means of say- 
ing, or whether that ferocity ever was what it is generally 
stated to have been, I cannot say.' " 

On the 28th of March, the following memorial was pre- 
sented to the Prime Minister, by 1865 leading merchants, 
bankers, shipowners, and others of the City of London, show- 
ing— 

^^ That the memorialists are of opinion, that Colonization, 
conducted on a large scale and sound principles^ offers a safe 
and effectual means of augmenting trade, affording employment 
for various classes, and removing some of the causes of general 
distress; and that, impressed with the necessity of doing 
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sidered, both here and in Canada. The Goyernment might at 
once determine to take into its own hands the whole of the wild 
lands in Canada, compensating the proprietors for the present 
yalue of them. For this purpose a general valuation of all the 
appropriated wild lands of the province would be the first step 
necessary ; a process, doubtless, requiring some time and ex« 
pense, but nothing like what the mention of a general valuation 
suggests to us in this country. For it would be wrong, as it 
would be impossible, in Canada, to fix a special value on each 
acre. The value of an estate there is mainly determined by 
considerations of position and general character, which apply 
to vast extents of territory, and every valuation, therefore, must 
be framed on a large scale. The present value of all those 
lands might easily be ascertained ; for though, if all brought 
into the market now, they would probably not sell at all, still 
there is, in every district of Canada, a price which it is calcu- 
lated that a purchaser wishing to buy any particular lot would 
give for it, and below which the proprietors would generally 
entertain no offer of purchase. This would be the value ; but 
it should be provided, as I think is just in all cases of compul- 
sory appropriation for public purposes, that the compensation 
should always equal any sum actually paid for the land by the 
present proprietor. The value might be as much higher as the 
valuers might think that altered circumstances had rendered 
just; but the price actually paid by the existing proprietor 
should always be the minimum of the value placed on his estate* 
The proportional interest of each proprietor of wild lands being 
thus ascertained, I do not propose that the Government, on 
taking the land, should compensate him by actual payment of 
the estimated purchase-money. For recollect what the actual 
value of the land to those proprietors is. It is totally unpro- 
ductive ; it brings no rent ; no money can be raised on it, even 
by way of mortgage. It has a kind of fancied value in the 
market ; but even this value is a deferred one. At the present 
rate of settlement, the proprietor cannot count on getting any- 
thing from his land for many long years. In taking the wild 
land, therefore, we may fairly say that the Government takes 







ineome. and cmnot at present 
B tikixi^ the liiiil, I Mill I I to 
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I, beianoloaer; if 
of his wild uiMJi , can, 
DT flieaBft Of a aooMi ^nn i acu* wa avaseB oc wOioasxaooBy scti 
tbe land Hmrr tham he eocid, ke k a caxaer. I dumld propose, 
therefore, to pKw tae prcpriesar br d ebentur e s in a land stock, 
of wiiLch the tocil amccst siuKiId eonsst of as many pounds 
as there vocid be is Ae total estimated ralae of tbe propertj 
resnmed, and of wLicb eacb proprietor's sbare dionld be of the 
amoont at which his own lands were estiaated. On these de- 
bentures I would pcy no interest, bccanse I see no jostioe in a 
claim for interest where the propertr taken brings in no income. 
Bat as the GoTcramcnt sold the land, it shoidd pay each pur- 
chaser a diTidend, until the whole stock was paid off. Thns, 
suppose there to be 14,0CO OCO of acres of surrejed and ap|»o- 
priated, bat wild land, in Upper Canada ; and that thcTalue of 
this were to be taken at four milliona— I hare reaUr no reason 
for fixing this ralae, bat take it qaite arbitrarilT, because I most 
take some namber — I wocld create a stock of four millions. 
Suppose one proprietor has 10,>»3 acres, rained at £1 a piece; 
another, also 10,OX> acres, estimated at 2s. a piece. The first 
should hare £1,000. Neither should receiTe interest; but, 
supposing £100,000 to be got in the rear bj land sales, over 
and aboTC prior charges on the proceeds, I would apply this 
sum to par off the stock, which I should thus reduce 2 1-2 per 
cent., and the first proprietor would get £2a0, and the latter 
£25. If the land sales produced an applicable ihnd of 
£1 ,0f jO,000, a quarter of the whole stock would be paid off, and 
the first proprietor would get £2,500 and the second £250. 
My argument to recommend this to the proprietors would be 
Tery simple. I should say to them, that by this arrangement 
they would get as much as they can erer expect under the pre- 
sent system to get for their estates ; that in the hands of the 
GoYemment, rigorously employing itself to give a ralue to 
those lands by a sound system of disposing of them, and by a 
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large measure of Colonization, the whole price would be much 
sooner got than it could be realised by the absentee proprietors; 
and that whereas they now get no annual return, each proprietor 
would, in proportion to the Groremment sales, and without any 
exertion on his own part, get an annual instalment of greater 
or less amount. I should further remind them, that, at any rate, 
by this arrangement they would secure themselves the original 
purchase-money of their land, and something more, if the pre- 
sent value was greater than the original cost; and that, if 
things are left as they are, they will infallibly, according to the 
*eneral practice of North America, and the received notions of 
^jublic justice current there, be subjected to a wild land tax, 
imposed either by general or by municipal authority, which will 
more or less rapidly take their estates from them, without any 
compensation at alL The arrangement, therefore, is one which 
must be advantageous to them. The advantage to the public 
would be, that the Government would thus get the whole of the 
granted wild lands into its hands, and might establish a plan 
for giving an increased value to them and its other lands, by a 
sound system of disposing of them, subject to no obstruction 
from private competition, and by applying the surplus proceeds 
to promote extensive Colonization. 

'' Of course it cannot be supposed that I mean any extensive 
improvement of the country to be effected merely by the actual 
produce of the land sales in the first years of applying this 
system. I contemplate, as was proposed in my Report, antici- 
pating that produce by a loan. The payment of the interest, 
and then of the principal of that loan, would be the first charges 
on the purchase-money of the land. But I should propose that 
this House should guarantee the payment of the interest ; and 
this, not because I believe that it would ever be called upon 
actually to pay, but because such a guarantee would admit of 
the money being raised at a very low rate of interest. Sir, 
even if this country should actually have to take the debt upon 
itself, and pay the interest for ever, I would not scruple, con- 
sidering the object to be attained, to propose our taking the 
burden upon ourselves. Suppose that a loan of two millions 
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To tbeae propostkiDs of Mr. B;Cer, I o£er tbe faHovii^ 

Tbe proposhisa thai Gcrrersmest sboc^ renme tbe oiraer- 
sbip of the lascs, is perrenlj mesaile. Tbese lands, jam 
beld br isfrrids^ls^ are a aocree of pulBc reresiae to tbe 
coantrr, thaz is to eacb district, azMi tiJLh^ Mr. BuHer^s esd- 
mate, of 14.*»J.'V0 of acres, tbe ranoss districts vtmld lose a 
revenae applicalle to local purposes oclj, of about £20,000 
annaailr. Of eoone tbe moment tbe lazds bow beld br indi- 
Tidaals should pass to tbe Crowm tbax moment tbis local tax 
would tenninate, and a direct tax would tben bare to be leried, 
to meet tbe purposes provided tar br tbe present taa opoa 
wild lands. 

Mr. Buller contends tbat it would be wrong * to fix a spe- 
cial Talue on eacb acre,*" and therefore sters most be taken to 
obtain a general ralnation. Bj tbe reccMnmendation of tbis 
step, he manifests great want of knowledge of tbe eoantrr 
that he proposes to colonize. He would not Talue each acre 
separately, but he most ralne the lots as thej are laid o^ as 
they are patented ; and it frequently occurs, that one lot may 
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be worth 20s. an acre, while the adjoiuing lot is almost ralue* 
less ; and Mr. BuIIer would find, that in purchasing from the 
present proprietors, he would receive no small quantity of this 
latter quality, and, except by compulsion, not a great deal of the 
former. A large quantity of the wild lands of Canada are held by 
snbstantial farmers, who have families growing up, and who have 
invested a large amount of their savings in procoring this 
domain, for settling their children as they grow up. Is it 
reasonable or right that these men should be deprived of their 
investments, that when their children become of a suitable age 
to clear the forest, and commence the world for themselves, 
that then, and only then, the parent is to look out for lands 
upon which to settle them ; and this because the parent state 
has taken from him his individual property for her redun- 
dant population? Tlie idea is not to be entertained for one 
moment ; and it is only surprising how Mr. BuUer could have 
conceived this notion of despoiling the honest yeomen of the 
country. 

With regard to the possessions of large quantities of land, 
which Mr. BuUer calls estates, and speaks of them in a manner 
as though these 10,000 acres were in a block and formed but 
one estate, as regards these individuals, they are for the most 
part involuntary possessors of the same. The Montreal and 
Quebec merchants have taken these lands in payment from the 
country merchants who became possessed of them in the course 
of business. Is it right then to say to these gentlemen, — the 
Government want your lands, and you must give them at such 
a price as we think they are worth ? You have paid 20s. an 
acre, have paid taxes on them for several years, until the lands 
have become more valuable ; but you must forego all these, 
and yield up your claim to us? It is true, that the interest of 
the investment, together with the tax, will have doubled the 
amount of your original purchase; yet, if you paid £5,000 at 
the time, and now by these means they stand you in £8,000, 
you must charge the £3,000 to profit and loss ; for we cannot, 
and will not, pay you more than you paid for the land fifteen 
or twenty years ago? — Could this be called justice? 
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becoming patented to individuals, it arises from individual 
enterprise, and is frequently more of a private arrangement 
than a transaction with the Government. 

Bat in alluding to " the present tate of settlement," Mr. 
Bailer does this in contradistinction to his proposed measure, 
and would lead to the inference that his Colonization scheme 
would settle it rapidly. Mr, Buller, however, has to learn a 
few facts connected with any forced system of Emigration. 
The Emigrants whom he calls pauper Emigrants, who are to 
be shipped to Canada at a cost of £2 a-head, are not generally 
the Emigrants who will turn to woods and forests, and aid in 
bringing the land under cultivation, without lands were pre- 
pared for them, habitations erected, and every inducement held 
out to them to persevere in their new toil. Then- indeed they 
might and would flourish. 

Mr. Buller is wrong, when he speaks of the present rate 
of settling the country ; he is wrong when he says the lands held 
by individuals cannot be sold ; and he is wrong when he says 
that they do not increase in value as they now are : but he is 
perfectly correct in saying that all that is still comparatively 
profitless, would be immediately valuable and productive, and 
add value to all around, if any sound system of Colonization 
was established, whether it was by the Government or by pri- 
vate combination. 

After alluding to the scheme of issuing debentures, he 
then says, "supposing £100,000 to be got by land sales!!!" 
How does he expect to obtain this £100,000? By sales of 
lands to Emigrants, who cannot afford to pay their passage, 
but who are sent out by the Government at £2 a-head. Does 
he intend to exact the full payment down, when this needy 
Emigrant goes on the land ? If so, where is it to come from? 
All who know what a Canadian bush-life is, are aware that 
this is impossible ; — nay more, unless such Emigrants have ad- 
ditional aid to the amount of £10, £16, or £20 for the first 
year or two, it will be a hard matter for them to get along at 
all. With this aid, only to be procured by conjoining the 
means of the capitalist with the voluntary subscription in capital 
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ferred on the Colonies ; and if an annual appropriation were 
made, and properly expended, some good might be done. If 
there is an inclination to pay for Emigration, many plans have 
been suggested, by which Emigrants might be induced to take 
to the tilling of the soil, and by which they might be prepared 
to endure the hardships of a forest life. Were this done, not 
only the 40,000 Emigrants spoken of by Mr. BuUer, but 
1,000,000 might indeed be converted from so many paupers 
into so many consumers of British manu&ctures, who would 
increase England's trade and Canada's exports : but if Mr. 
BuUer's plan were to be adopted, and these 40,000 Emigrants 
were not to be provided for for the first year of their residence 
in the Colony, they would only be so many paupers sent from 
England, without benefit to themselves, to Canada, to the 
mother country, or to any class of the community. The only 
legitimate scheme for Colonization is to render the consideration 
of land, equitably appraised, an equal equivalent to money, 
combining it in subscription as the capital stock for such an 
Association ; and in the proper selection, judicious distribution, 
and comfortable location of Emigrant families, it would then 
become a valuable arrangement and profitable investment. 

On the 5th of August I left Liverpool, and arrived at 
Boston on the 19th, and proceeded to Canada, to make all the 
necessary arrangements for the removal of such of its coloured 
population who might desire to accompany me to Trinidad. 

The same motives which had led me to espouse the Emi- 
gration of the unemployed labouring classes from the United 
Kingdom to Canada, induced me to advocate, still more 
strongly, the voluntary removal of the coloured population 
from Canada to the West Indies. Sir Henry Macleod, after 
several conferences with me on the subject, appointed me the 
agent for that purpose in Canada, on behalf of Trinidad. 

The present anomalous condition of the coloured people in 
British North America, and of Canada in particular, the cer- 
tainty of the serious declension of West India property, and 
diminution of West India produce, without a very large addi- 
lion to tlie labourers in those Colonies, equally conspire to ren- 
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the following answers, in 1839, to a series of interrogatories 
forwarded to him from Andover, in the United States : — 

4. ** Do they settle promiscuonsly among white inhabitants, 
or in villages by themselves ? — ^They are located in settlements 
by themselves in many parts of the province, and are also scat- 
tered among the white inhabitants. The most populous settle- 
ments are in the Western District, near the head of Lake Erie. 
In that part of Canada which is the most southerly point, they 
are very numerous, and rapidly increasing. In the London 
District there are two settlements, besides a considerable num- 
ber in and around the village of London. One of these settle- 
ments is called the Wilberforce colony. It is situated sixteen 
miles west by north of London. Though much has been said 
about the Wilberforce colony, it has never flourished, and is 
now inferior to several other settlements. The population is 
not over 100. Immense sums of money have been collected for 
the benefit of that colony ; but unfortunately it has fallen into 
perfidious hands, and is worse than lost. Large numbers are 
scattered abroad in the Niagara and Gore Districts, partly in 
settlements, partly in villages, and partly interspersed through 
the country. In the Home District they are quite numerous, 
particularly in and around Toronto. There is quite a large set- 
tlement of them in the county of Simcoe, seventy miles from here, 
where the Government granted them lands of the best quality 
for one shilling per acre. Large numbers have enlisted in the 
military service. Queen Victoria has a regiment in the province 
divided into companies, and stationed at different military posts, 
for the protection and defence of the country. 

5. ** Is there much prejudice among the inhabitants ; if so, 
in what forms is it exhibited? — In some parts of the province, 
particularly along the frontiers, the coloured people are con- 
siderably annoyed by the same Inhuman prejudice which is 
most shamefully prevalent in the States. Where * old country 
people ' have the ascendancy, and consequently the moulding 
of customs and manners, there is not the same prejudice to dis- 
turb them. Prejudice against colour exhibits itself on this 
side, much as it does in the United States ; but even where it 
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tl^er locz and praj, take place, the majorirr vocid soon speed 
tbeir wav lack to the embrace of their brethren and kindred 
at the soaih. It is to be remembered that this aSkted people 
hare, in most cases, broken awar from cr^iel ororesion. and at 
the same time sue Jered the dearest des Hixi bind homan beings 
together ; hence it b natural to sun^ose, that if th«r srieTances 
an#i ciTii dLsabilities were remoTed. and thej coald enjoj m- 
molested what the American Declaradon declares to be the 
inalienable right of all men, * life, libertr, and the pnrsnit of 
happiness,' with rare exceptions, we should see tiiem making:, 
if possible, greater speed to the south than they erer hare 
northward. I hare long been fiuniliar among these self^xiled 
ones, and do not doubt their readiness to return to their kin- 
dred and countrr, as soon as their saxetr and the rest<»ation of 
their rights would permit. 

7. ** In what business do they chiefly engage? — They hare 
generally been bred up to industrious habits, and are ready to 
turn their bands to any emiilovment br which thcT can rain an 
holiest livelihood. Considerable numbers are ensrajred in me- 
cuanical pursuits. They find constant employment, and many 
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of them are doing good business. Some are carpenters, some 
house-joinerSy masons, white-washers, painters, blacksmiths, 
shoe-makers, tailors, &c. &c. Many are engaged in agricul- 
taral pursuits. In some instances coloured men have been 
very successful cultivators of the soil, and many more would 
be, but for the fact that they have not the means of purchasing 
land. Numbers of them are engaged as small traders, jobbers, 
day labourers, barbers, cooks, waiters, &c., in public houses, , 
and on steam-boats and schooners. Unless broken down by 
misfortune, old age, or infirmities, as is sometimes the case, 
they all take care of themselves." 

Being myself an ardent friend of the coloured race, and 
agreeing in the main with the substance of Mr. Wilson's replies, 
I am bound to state, that the magistrates of the western dis- 
trict, who form a very different estimate, in 1840 addressed a 
powerful appeal to the Government, in which document, after 
stating the grounds of their objection to their extension in that 
district, prayed ^' some legislative check might be placed upon 
the rapid importation of this unfortunate race, such as have of 
late inundated this devoted section of the province, to the great 
detriment of the claims of the poor Emigrant from the mother 
country upon our consideration. We deem it desirable, that 
the increase of the coloured population in the various town- 
ships, during the last five years, should if possible be ascer- 
tained from the public documents of the district, and that the 
different assessors should be requested henceforward either to 
enter them separately in their rolls, or to distinguish them by 
some particular mark opposite their names, so that their num- 
ber and date of arrival may be readily ascertained. 

" In the mean time, most happy shall we be if the publicity 
given to our too well founded deliberate opinion on this lament- 
able subject shall not only have such an effect upon the more 
respectable coloured settlers as a body, as to induce them to 
institute among themselves some reciprocal wholesome watch- 
ful check upon each other's moral conduct, but lead to so 
vigilant an observance, on the part of all magistrates and other 
public officers, of the character of all new comers in their 
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from England, the labourers from Ireland, the fishermen and 
yeomen from Scotland, or the miners from Wales, — who have 
settled in this province, I can lay my hand on my heart and 
boldly declare, that never have I received, from any one 
amongst them, one word of upbraiding or reproach, but that 
uniformly I have received their warmest and most grateful 
thanks for the information which I afforded them before they 
left their native shores. 

^* I have no desire to see you remove from Canada, nor any 
intention of advising you to do so ; but when I compare your 
present situation with what it might be, with the same amount 
of industry employed in a more genial clime, and under far 
more favourable auspices, I could not refuse the situation 
offered me by the Governor of Trinidad, during his visit to 
England in the early part of the present year, of agent in this 
province, to afford such of you as desire to remove to the West 
Indies every information that you might possibly require. Fob 

NO other purpose, and with no other object, have I AGAIN 

crossed the Atlantic Ocean ; and after hearing, at the con- 
vention held in London during this year, the numerous instances 
of the successful advancement of the coloured population in 
the West India Islands, I should not have done my duty to 
you in declining an appointment that might prove advantageous 
to you, beneficial to Trinidad, and gratifying to the people of 
this province. I, therefore, crave your earnest attention to 
what I have to advance on this subject. You know, and sen- 
sibly feel, the extent of prejudice which has been imported 
from the United States into this province ; how effectually it 
has debarred every individual of your colour from holding any 
situations in the Church, at the Bar, in the Magistracy, in the 
Senate ; how frequently it has excluded you from the public 
schools, exposed you to popular violence, led to the surrender 
of some of your body, claimed by the adjoining republic, and 
interposed every obstacle to the admission and enjoyment of 
those social and political privileges on which your welfare es- 
sentially depends. Frequently driven from the public con- 
veyances both by water and by land ; separated from the white 
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in a dungeon to be g^yen over to bis master, and tbat Mr. 
Grallego was thrust out of a public steam-boat, a public stage 
coach, and a public tavern, whilst trayelling on the public ser- 
vice, and as an accredited agent of the Grovemment of Jamaica. 
But to come to a more perfect comparison of numbers. In the 
western half of Canada, there are upwards of half a million of 
white inhabitants — ^there are less than 20,000 coloured. The 
number that escape from United States' slavery, and arrive 
safely in this province, does not amount to 2,000 yearly; whilst 
the Emigration from the United Kingdom, during the past 
year of 1842, amounted to 60,000 souls. You will further 
remember, that it is only in the Niagara district, in the vicinity 
of St. Catherine's, and in this western section of the province, 
where your numbers abound, that such fearful extent of preju- 
dice exists ; and, therefore, when these facts are considered, in 
conjunction with the abundant and ample testimony ftirnished 
by the Anti-Slavery Society in England, as to the wonderful 
improvement to be witnessed in the West India islands by per- 
sons of similar colour, it is only just that you should be in full 
possession of these facts, in order that you may best judge for 
yourselves which is most to your advantage, — your continued 
residence in Canada, or your voluntary removal to the West 
Indies. The island of Trinidad, of which I am commissioned 
to speak, is large, fertile, healthy, and, to a great extent, uncul- 
tivated. The Government oflfer to you nothing more than your 
passage thither, and employment on your arrival. You will 
not be debarred from any political privileges, nor your children 
excluded from the public schools. The public domain is given 
to no one ; industry and idleness are not placed on the same 
level. The industrious man can soon, by his own efforts, 
obtain means to purchase and possess it ; the idler deserves to 
go without. It is my intention to accompany those of you who 
resolve to go to Trinidad, if the lateness of the season and the 
defective ordinance of Trinidad does not oppose an obstacle. 
Should it do so, however — and after my correspondence with 
the merchants of Quebec I fear it may — I purpose visiting that 
island, in order to report to you on my return, by the period 
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when the navigation of the St. Lawrence will pennit those of 
700 who desire to remoTO to it, the opportunities which its soil 
and agricnltoral occupation offer for your consideration. One 
of yonr friends, William Angnstns, — ^whom yon will remember, 
and whom I can nerer forget, as he was one of the deputation 
who jn-esented me with the ralnable token I reeehred from 
yonr body, — ^wrote to his friends here that he had succeeded 
beyond all expectation in Trinidad, and that it is his firm 
opinion that its rich savannahs and profitable employment hold 
out extraordinary inducements to those of you he has left 
behind. With all the advantages of this section of Canada, its 
richer soil, and its softer clime, you have to labonr seven 
months for your maintenance during the remiuning five, closed 
against you by the climate; whilst in the West Indies there is 
no impediment on the score of climate to your constant, un- 
interrupted, and profitable occupation.* After all that I have 
said to you, it is for yourselves to determine whether you 
remain or remove ; but I should alike fail in my duty to you, to 
my own conscience, and to the Government that has honoured 
me by constituting me its agent, did I not further tell you that 
it is after all on yourselves only that your success depends. 

'* Almiohtt God has declared, by a decree as immutable 
as himself, that * by the sweat of his brow man must earn his 
bread ;' and do not suppose that without the exercise of that 
industry^ even in your removal to a country more adapted to 
your constitutions, possessing more fertile soil, and genial 
climate, you can either secure his blessing, your own advance- 
ment, the respect of your fellow-subjects, or the furtherance 
of that holy and righteous cause — the emancipation of your 
fellow-creatures, millions of whom are still held in cruel bond- 
age in the adjacent republic of the United States.*' 

The favourable opportunity, afforded by the disposition of 
vast numbers of these people, who met me at this convention, 
and who were most desirous of proceeding to Trinidad, was 

* William Augustas, in his letter, has stated that an industrious Uack 
labourer can save more in one year in the West Indies, than he could by any pos- 
sibility in Canada in seven. 
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then lost by the inefficiency of the ordinance of that Colony to 
furnish the sufficient amount required to bring them through 
the chain of lakes to Quebec ; and this year, the obstacle to 
their removal is in the Home Govemment, which considers 
their removal of *' doubtful advantage/* 

This official ambiguity, which, in saying nothing, intimates a 
great deal, is in entire variance with the opinion of the whole 
white population of Canada — ^in direct contradiction to the 
testimony adduced of the prosperity of the coloured population 
in the West Indies, at the two great conventions held in the 
City of London — and is viewed by the West India proprietors 
as an act of hostility to their interests. The coloured popula- 
tion, both of the British provinces and the United States, are 
not reluctant to quit those countries for the West Indies ; they 
are well aware that the slavery which did exist in the British 
Colonies was far different from that now existing in tlie United 
States ; that instances of purchased manumission were very 
frequent ; that by the restriction on the sale of them from' one 
island to another, they were domiciled and settled ; and that 
the transition from slavery to freedom, by the wisdom of the 
previous preparation and wise precaution, became so natural 
and imperceptible, that the blessed boon was unstained by 
tumult, violence, or excess, indeed was celebrated by grateful 
thanksgiving, and prayer, and praise. The lateness of the 
season, and the inefficiency of the provision for their removal, 
compelled me to postpone my operations until the present 
season, when they were altogether stayed by the determination 
of the Colonial department not to place on the estimates for 
Trinidad the allowance for an agent in British North America. 
I left Canada in the month of November, with the intention 
of proceeding to Trinidad, having made an application to the 
Government of Canada for a pecuninr- advance to enable me 
to do so, but on receiving a communication from Sir Charles 
Metcalfe, regretting there were no public funds at his disposal 
for that purpose, but most generously proffering his individual 
assistance, on personal grounds, which I did not feel warranted 
in accepting, I resolved to visit England, en route to Trinidad, 
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and left New York for that purpose, and arriyed in this country 
at the close of the year. 

The Emigration to Canada, at the close of 1843, amounted 
to 21,727; exhibiting, as contrasted with the preceding year, a 
decrease exceeding 100 per cent. 



1844. In the early part of this year, that a^^^randizing 
spirit which was so actiyely eyinced by the American republic 
during those disturbances in Canada, which immediately pre- 
ceded my mission to this country, and to which I shall haye to 
adyert in the sequel, was exhibited in reference to the Oregon 
Territory, or North Western Boundary of America. As a 
general extract upon this most important national subject, em- 
bodying as it does the yiews of the whole American people, I 
shall confine myself to the following speech of an eminent 
senator, deliyered in the Congress of the United States on the 
12th of March : 

** Mr. Buchanan referred to the negociations that had 
already taken place between the two countries, the treaty by 
which the joint occupancy was agreed upon, and the renewal 
of this treaty in 1824. The question now is, * Shall we now, 
by passing this resolution before the Senate, adyise the Presi- 
dent to annul this treaty?' If it is annulled, both parties will 
be restored to their original rights. The boundary of Mexico 
is limited to 42 degrees north ; Russia 54 degrees 40 minutes 
north latitude ; and the country in dispute lies between these two 
points. And to eyery part of this territory our title is a clear 
and conclusiye title ; and when the bill for forming a territorial 
goyemment for Oregon comes up, I intend to present such a 
chain of eyidence, as to our title to the whole of it, to this 
Senate, as cannot be gainsayed by any power on earth. The 
question is, ought we to giye this notice to Great Britain, — ^that 
the joint occupancy of Oregon cease. I say, that if we are to 
make a treaty at all with that power, it is indispensable that 
we should giye this notice. The statu in quo is too fayourable 
to England for her to giye up what she has got. She has had 
exclusiye possession for twenty-fiye years. She has leased it 
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out to the Hudson Bay Company, and they boast that they 
hare expelled the Americans from Oregon ; and it is certain 
that they have murdered 400 or 500 Americans, either them- 
selves, or through the agency of Indians employed by them. 
But why should £ngland wish to divide this territory with us? 
She has full possession of the whole of it. And no doubt if we 
could go into the cabinet of Mr. Pakenham, we should find 
that his instructions are, Delay the question as long as you can ; 
delay it indefinitely if possible : we have the entire hunting and 
trapping over the whole of it ; and if you can keep back the 
settlement for twenty years, so much the better. And ray life 
for it, there will be no treaty at all if this resolution is laid on 
the table, as I have no doubt it will be. Let the motion to lay 
on the table prevail, and there will be no treaty at all, whatever 
may be the instructions of Mr. Pakenham. We owe it to our* 
selves to make this a serious matter, to show a determined 
front in this business ; not to use threats, because threats will 
have no effect on that powerful nation. But when she sees 
that we are in earnest on this matter, then, and not till then, 
will she show a disposition to settle the matter. For it is not 
by conciliating her that we shall ever obtain justice. And if 
we do give Great Britain this notice, we shall then have a whole 
year to settle the matter in. But if, because a minister has 
arrived from England (not a special minister,) we arrest all our 
six years' proceedings on this subject, and lay this whole sub- 
ject on the table, then a treaty will be impossible. And to 
arrest all our legislative action merely on this account, would 
be to show a miserably tame spirit, that would induce England 
to believe that she could obtain all that she desires. I hope 
this will not be done by an American Senate. 

" If after we ground our arms merely on the arrival of an 
ordinary minister from England, why we deserve to lose the 
territory. But we are told that the giving this twelve months' 
notice might give offence to Great Britain. How can it give 
offence, when by so doing we shall only act in obedience to the 
provisions of the treaty ; and if the British Government chooses 
to take offence when none is intended, in heaven's name let 
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ceding the Treaty of 1827, they repeated the same claim to it, 
and their determination that they woald neyer abandon that 
claim. But onr protest was also entered on the protocols at 
that time, withdrawing the former propositions, so that we are 
no longer bound by the past ; we are free to claim the whole 
territory, and we will assert our right to it. It has been said 
that Lord Ashborton had the 49th parallel of north latitude 
offered to him again; but it appears that it was found so 
impossible to conclude any negotiation about the Oregon, that 
this was abandoned. And yet it was said that he came here to 
settle all the questions in dispute between us — the Creole Case, 
the Right of Search, the Oregon — and yet he left without set- 
tling any save one. What was done by him and Mr. Webster 
about Oregon never will be known, unless Lord Aberdeen's 
dispatches shall be published ; for the negotiations left not race 
of their doings on that subject, except such as were marked in 
the sand, which the returning tide washed away for ever. But 
in the speech of the senator from Massachusetts, we have this 
declaration, that the assertion that Mr. Webster had offered a 
boundary line for Oregon, south of 49 degrees, was totally un- 
founded, and that such a thing was never meditated. I would 
ask the honourable Senator if I am right in supposing that 49 
degrees was offered to Lord Ashburton. 

*^ But there is another part of the honourable member's 
speech that deserves comment. He says that Oreat Britain 
has no more idea of colonizing Oregon than she has of colo- 
nizing the dome of St. Paul's. Why, sir, she cannot colonize 
Oregon. By a charter of December 6th, 1821, she leased 
Oregon for ten years to the Hudson Bay Company ; and in 
May, 1838, they obtained a lease for twenty-one years longer. 
And, in the correspondence between Lord Glenelg and the Go- 
vernor of the Hudson Bay Company, the latter tells the former 
that the Company have done much for the title of England to 
the Oregon territory. He boasts that they have expelled all 
the Americans from that region ; that they have settled all the 
decayed servants of the Company in that territory ; that they 
have twenty-two establishments there ; several stockade forts : 
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to colonize. And does her colonizing give ber no right or 
claim to this place ? Look at the result. When Adams and 
Monroe proposed to establish a fort at the mouth of the Ck)- 
lumbia River, it was objected that it might give offence to 
Great Britain ; although she has upwards of thirty forts there : 
do we propose to establish five military posts to facilitate the 
passage of our people through the passes of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, — ^it will give offence to Great Britain, and must not be 
done. In short, whatever we propose to do, is always said to 
be a violation of the treaty. Last year it was said we could not 
do anything until we had given Great Britain the twelve 
months' notice : now we must not give the notice, because it 
would give offence to her ; and because it is our policy to let 
her remain in undisturbed possession of the country ; and now 
she speaks of her actual rights derived from * use, occupancy, 
and settlement.' She claims the right to colonize, and under 
that right she has colonized, and now claims the country 
itself. Prior to 1827 she insisted on her qualified rights to the 
whole country ; to navigate all the waters, and to travel, and 
hunt, and trap, and settle over the whole country. She admits 
that the United States have the same nghts, but that, except in 
one instance, they have never been exercised; and since 1815 
they have never been exercised at all. And now they speak 
of the valuable British interests that have sprung up there, and 
which must be preserved. And in the face of all these things, 
I wonder that the Treaty of 1827 was ever made at all. The 
senator from Massachusetts contends, that if we give Great 
Britain this notice, war is inevitable ; that we ought to be pre- 
paring our army ; and thinks that England has already ten can- 
non at the Sandwich Islands, ready to take possession of the 
mouth of the Columbia river. I believe that war may result 
from a different course ; war may be forced on us by our own 
timidity. Send not your lawless citizens by tens of thousands 
over the Rocky Mountains to assert and redress their own 
wrongs ; but send laws, and a government, and the means to 
protect them. The first crack of a rifle used lawlessly in 
Oregon, may produce a war that shall involve all Europe in a 
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in China without our cotton ; she will not go to war with us 
on any subject in this, the nineteenth century, unless it be on a 
subject affecting her nadonal honour. Now, therefore, is the 
, propitious time to settle this. I admit that there are some 
very dangerous sjrmptoms between the two counties, and I am 
sorry for it. For the last two or three years her abuse of us, 
in every way, shape, and manner, through her public press, 
that most powerful engine, has exceeded all bounds. Her 
magazines have abused our literature, her press our insti- 
tutions; and all in a way that I never remember anything 
like it. And although our lai^e cities may contain many 
friendly to England, and although at a dinner there the 
President may be drunk in silence, and Queen Victoria with 
loud cheers, yet the great mass of the American people will 
remember the wrongs they have suffered, and be ready to 
avenge them. And the senators may amuse themselves by the 
endearing names of * mother' and ^ daughter,' yet she has always 
been a cruel step-mother to this country. And the American 
people still feel that there is one calamity worse than war, — and 
that is, national dishonour. Therefore, I am for asserting our 
rights in a manly manner, and not yield one inch, nor postpone 
for an hour, but give this notice at once, and send our citizens 
out to this territory under the protection of the laws of the 
land." 

During the course of this same month, the embarrassments 
of the New Zealand Company, and their unsuccessful negotia- 
tion with the Government, led to an abrupt suspension of their 
proceedings. Since that period they have issued a report, ac- 
companied with a very voluminous appendix, and have ob- 
tained a select Committee of the House of Commons to examine 
into the causes which have produced this suspension of their 
operations. The public will no doubt be made fully acquainted 
with the circumstances which have induced so powerful and 
wealthy a Company to adopt this course ; and, in the meantime, 
I have no hesitation in expressing my thorough conviction that 
the cause of systematic Emigration and Colonization will be in 
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the United States, and of the various Governors who have pre- 
sided over the British provinces. 

Already I have shown, by numerous authorities well de- 
serving of attention and respect, the necessity of Emigration 
for the relief of the home population ; I have equally set forth 
the earnest desire which exists in the Colony to receive it, and 
instanced, as the most conclusive evidence of this desire, the 
willingness of the proprietary to devote portions of their terri- 
tory in free grants to actual settlers. I now proceed to show 
that the combination of land, capital, and surplus population 
might be rendered mutually serviceable and available, in car- 
rying on a large, creditable, and profitable Colonization. Al- 
though in the adduction of these proofs, I shall confine myself 
to Canada, I am by no means insensible of the great value of our 
other possessions in Nova Scotia, Cape Breton, New Brunswick, 
and Prince Edward's Island, — all these Colonies having yast 
and singular advantages attached to them in'territorial extent, 
soil, climate, fisheries, mines, and every element for individual 
prosperity and national greatness. For the present, however, 
I restrict my observations to Canada, giving for necessary eluci- 
dation a faint outline of its geographical extent. It is bounded 
on the east by the Gulf of the St. Lawrence and the Atlantic 
Ocean ; on the north, by the Hudson's Bay territory ; on the 
west, by the Pacific Ocean ; and on the south, by the United 
States of America. It lies between 41° and 53° north latitude, 
and between 64° and 143° west longitude. It is usually con- 
sidered, however, that the western extremity of the province 
is Goose Lake, near Fort William, on Lake Superior, in 90° 
20" west longitude. The length of Canada, thus limited, from 
east to west, is about 1,000 miles ; and its average breadth, from 
north to south, 300 miles ; so that its area is 300,000 square 
miles, or two and a half times that of Great Britain and Ireland. 

It is not yet a century since the English rule commenced ; 
at that time, there were but about 70,000 inhabitants in all 
Canada. Quebec was founded in 1608. Wolfe fought on the 
Plains of Abraham in 1762, and the province was confirmed to 
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point pasfei not &r from Whitehall, at the head of Lake Chap- 
lain, and ftHI nearer to Portsnouth, in Xew Hampshire ; while 
Maiden comes down to as low a parallel of latitude as the 
northern line of PennsjlTania, and of Connecticnt. Canada is 
the immediate and intimate neignboor of the United Statei 
from Michigan to Maine inclusire, to $aj nothing of the north- 
west. The New York frontier alone upon Canada is fire hnn- 
dred miles; separated, howerer, through this whole ext^it, 
with the exception of the distance from Lake Chaplain to the St. 
Lawrence, bj the rirer St. Lawrence, Lake Ontario, the Nii^^ara 
rirer and Lake Erie. Of this boundary the St. Lawrenee con- 
stitutes about one himdred miles. 

Connected with the majestic estnarj of the St. Lawrence is 
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a magnificent chain of lakes, whose bordering territory, from 
the character of the soil and its various resources, is already 
the most agricultural section of British America ; and the ex- 
pansive field of commerce spread out by these noble waters, is 
in all respects proportioned to the magnitude and fertility of 
the domain which they adorn. The numerous ports by which 
they are indented are not only depots of trade, but important 
points of shipment, and must become, as the country settles, 
and communications are made to their banks, the sole outlets 
for the products of the interior of the bordering territory. 
Thus the rapid commercial growth of Kingston, Cobourg, 
Toronto, and Hamilton, on Lake Ontario, will be followed by a 
similar advance at Port Stanley and Amherstburg, on Lake 
Erie ; as well as on Lake Huron, at Goderich, and Owen's 
Bay, the most spacious and beautiful basin in America : and 
as Emigration presses upon the vast lands in the vicinity of 
these lakes, laying open broad tracts of cultivated fields upon 
the ruins of the wilderness, prosperous villages and cities will 
spring up on the most prominent points of their shores, amply 
repaying the enterprise embarked in the successful prosecution 
of this object. When Jacques Cartier penetrated the interior 
of Canada, as early as 1535, he found fields of Indian corn along 
its shores ; and to view the boundless tracts of rich and fertile 
land still imsettled, after a lapse of three centuries, it could 
scarcely be believed that this huge domain, so easily accessible, 
was an integral part and portion of a country, the great mass 
of whose population were in a state of alarming destitution, 
unemployed, and rapidly augmenting. 

In 1806 the population of Upper and Lower 

Canada amounted to 270,718 

1816 333,650 

1834 580,450 

From 1831 to 1836, the number of Emigrants from the United 
Kingdom who landed at Quebec and Montreal, was 194,936. 
The increase in the districts of Quebec, Montreal, and Three 
Rivers, between 1831 and 1836, was 70,789. The population 
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l^Trarislation.'] 

** Amsterdam, 6tli Nov* 1626. 
" High and Mighty Lords, — ^Yesterday arrived the ship 
' The Arms of Amsterdam ;' she sailed from the Riyer Mauri- 
tius [Hudson] in the New Netherlands, on the 23rd September. 
They report that our folk there are prosperous, and live in 
peace ; their women have borne children there already ; they 
have purchased from the Indians, for the sum of sixty guilders, 
the island of Manhattan, which is 11,000 morgen large. Tliey 
have already sowed grain by the middle of May, and reapt by 
the middle of August ; samples of summer crops bave come, 
such as wheat, rye, barley, oats, buckwheat, canary seed, beans, 
and flax. 

" P. SCHAGHEN." 

In 1840, when the census was taken, the population of the 
state of New York amounted to 2,382,571 ; and the city of 
New York contained at the same time 312,234 inhabitants. 
This state was settled in 1614 by the Dutch. This city, scarcely 
inferior to London and Paris, — vastly superior to the latter, in a 
commercial point of view, since its splendid ships traverse every 
ocean, and are seen in every port, the admiration of every 
mariner, and the astonishment of the world , — ^has produced this 
startling result in two centuries, by capital and population, con- 
joined to its natural unsurpassed position. One century before 
this, the enterprising Frenchman who ascended the St. Law- 
rence discovered an Indian settlement, Hochelaga, now the 
city of Montreal. This, the most populous city of British Ame- 
rica, is situated on the north-west side of the St. Lawrence, at 
the head of ship navigation, and 180 miles southward from 
Quebec. It stands on the soutiiernmost point of an island 
the same name, and about thirty miles long, its surface being 
level, with the exception of a fine mountain in the rear of the 
town, from which there is a view of the city, the river, and the 
surrounding country. The city plot consists of streets running 
parallel with the river, crossed by others at right angles ; the 
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is defended by Fort Henry, which is built in the modem style, 
and is considered the best constructed fortress in Canada. 
Kingston itself, being principally built of dark freestone, baa 
an imposing appearance. 

My friend Bishop MacdoneU bought 1 1 acres, in 1816, for 
£600, and in 1840, before 4t bad the advantage of the seat of 
Goyemment, some of the front portion were formed into lots of 
a fifth of an acre and sold at various prices, ranging from £160 
to £250 per lot, and averaged £1,000 per acre ; these same 
lots, in August, 1841, might have obtained purchasers readily 
at £400 per lot. The Rev. Mr. Herchimer held 200 acres, 
valued, in 1816, at £1,000; 188 of which were purchased by 
the Government, in 1841, for £30,000, Mr. H. reserving the 12 
acres fronting the lake. In 1809, the estate known as the Mumey 
Property, called 100 acres, was purchased from the original 
grantee from the Crown, for £500; and, in 1840, the Govern- 
ment purchased 32 acres of this property, for which they paid 
£19,000. During the period since the seat of Government has 
been established at Kingston, 700 houses have been built, at an 
expenditure of £400,000. 

On the union of the provinces, Kingston was made the seat 
of Grovernment, and the immense rise in the value of property 
since cannot be fairly adduced as a result of its own advantages, 
although the previous facts are convincing proofs of the advances 
occasioned by its augmented population. It has the noblest 
market-place in America ; and I hope that, from its position and 
surrounding country, it will, like Toronto, remain unscathed 
from the loss of the seat of Government. Its population is 
12,500, 

Almost central on the lake, is Cobourg, in which town 
also rapid improvements are being made. Several excellent 
houses Iiave been built ; the corporation is busy in laying down 
side-walks ; the Harbour Company have in their employment 
numbers of labourers, perfecting the laying out of cribs to 
complete the harbour. 

Property, during the last five years, has risen, on the ave- 
rage, 35 per cent. The Irish settlers, adverted to in the Address 
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settlement is about five miles to the north of Yonge-street ; in 
other directions, so far as the district goes, you might travel to 
its utmost limits, and not find more than one farm-house for 
every three miles." Such was Little York till about 1835. In 
1817, it had no brick houses, no tinned roofs, no planked side- 
walks ; the stumps remained in the streets, and nothing was 
more common than to see teams mired in them, requiring all 
the aid which could be obtained to liberate them : what is now 
the market was a bog, and the fish-market the resort of wild 
fowls — ^unhealthy, liable to fever and agues, and all the dis- 
tressing catalogue of intermittents. No banks; no markets; 
a very mean building for a church ; no common sewers ; 
scarcely a schooner belonging to it, and few frequenting it ; no 
wharf; not a single importer of British goods ; a few, and very 
few, insignificant stores, and a few taverns, offering the worst 
accommodations. Such was Little York in 1817, now the 
celebrated City of Toronto. Behold now its 20,000 inhabitants ; 
its rows of splendid brick-built tin-covered houses; its mag- 
nificent churches, and number of places of worship; its banks; 
its floating palaces, its beautiful schooners ; its magnificent 
stores, some of them rivalling those of the first city of the 
world, with their plate glass windows, their spacious areas, 
and their splendid contents; its hundreds of thousands of 
annually impoi*ted goods ; its merchants ; its public reading 
rooms ; its Mechanics* Institute ; its Board of Trade ; its pub- 
lic baths ; its splendid avenue leading to a noble University ; 
its common sewers; its macadamized streets; its planked 
side-walks, above a mile, or nearer two, from its magnificent 
Market and City Hall, in every street, and leading to almost 
every house. View its export trade, its wharfs loaded with 
produce, and crowded with steam-boats and schooners, the 
daily conveyance of the riches of the neighbourhood. Behold 
its gas-lighted streets at night ; and now that greatest of all 
luxuries — an abundant supply of pure and wholesome water 
conveyed to every house. Around it and about it, in all direc- 
tions, fine houses, farms, orchards, villas, roads. At a very 
low estimate, the fixed and floating property of Toronto cannot 
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tnral districts in its rear. Frcm the 5th of April to the 6ch of 
J air, 1S41, the rcrenne was aboot £S>«>; the amount for the 
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p*T cent. In 1%42, the receipt of cristoms amocnred to£7,6»>4, 
which was considered to be a large sum, when compared with 
Toronto^ which for the same period prodaced only £Sy300. 
Daring the last rear, it will be sc<>n that the customs amounted 
to £12,190, being an excels over the pperions year of £4,586. 
The canal tolh hare al«o increased to £1,986, which, added to 
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the cnstoms, makes the very large sum of £14,176. The sum 
may be added to duty on articles in bond, £2,750 ; so that the 
whole amount of customs and toll for the year is £16,926. 

In connexion with this gratifying statement I may add, that 
a firiend of my own was offered forty acres near this town, in 
1833, for the stun of £600 ; one acre of which, in 1839, sold 
by public auction for £ 1,250. Proceeding westward, the same 
increase in the value of property is every where to be seen. 
In 1827, the first tree was felled in the District town of 
Guelph, then a dense untrodden wildemass, now the centre of 
one of the richest agricultural countries in America ; then 
village lots might be procured for the enterprise of building 
and settling ; now they can command, as town lots, from £100 
to £300 per acre. On the margin of Lake Huron, still more 
recently settled, the rising district town of Goderich presents 
the same results. London, on the forks of the Thames, a 
spot selected as a future town by Governor Simcoe, when be 
first explored that country by the aid of the Indians, is now 
rapidly rising into wealth and importance. The town plot of 
this flourishing place was surveyed only in 1826, and in 1842 
its inhabitants amounted to 2,660. There are now 700 houses, a 
court*house, spacious barracks, several places of public wor- 
ship, large market place, schools, public libraries, hotels, and 
many excellent merchants' stores. From the original sale of 
town lots at £ 10 per acre, the frontage in the main street is 
selling at £50 to £100 one-fifth of an acre. The tolls on 
the macadamized roads in Canada amounted, in 1839, to 
£1,638 14*. 5d., and in 1841 to £6,829 7s. 9d. Nor is this 
improvement and increase confined to the western sections of 
the province of Canada. The State of Maine, bordering on 
Eastern Canada, first settled by the English in 1630, contained 
in 1840, a population only of 500^433, and from the severity of 
its climate produced that year but 848,166 bushels of wheat, 
although its crops of corn, buckwheat, barley, oats, rye, pota- 
toes, and hay, were considerable; in 1835, among the private 
sales of land at Bangor, a township, owned by Mr. Brown of 
Vassalborough, containing 22,040 acres, was sold for ten dollars 
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than that which the colonial land sales have hitherto sapplied. 
Who would undertake to calculate the amount to which this 
revenue might be raised ? Who would venture to name the 
sum which might be received for unoccupied and now valueless 
wastes, as the tide of population and capital flowed from the 
Canadian lakes to the Northern Pacific, and as the immea- 
surable plains of Australia, the fertile valleys of New Zealand, 
and the depopulated regions of Eastern Africa, became the 
seats of British nations?" 

And what is to prevent private combinations from achiev- 
ing what the Government might do, but will not do, especially 
when the result would be equally honourable and lucrative to 
those who engaged in such an enterprise? Amongst various 
plans for such purposes, the system of leasing first successfully 
adopted by the Earl of Mountcashell, and since partially pur- 
sued by the Canada Company, is worthy of great consideration, 
as I shall proceed to demonstrate. 

If an Association founded for Colonization were to receive 
the appraised lands of proprietors willing to join their lands, 
with money, in a capital stock, then ample funds would be 
provided for the deportation of Emigrants in families, and 
their comfortable settlement on prepared locations ; but even 
if a company were compelled to purchase a block of land of 
12,200 acres, I will demonstrate how, by proper subdivision and 
settlement, it might be made a most advantageous investment. 

12,200 acres of land, divided thus : — 

80 farms, of 100 acres each 8,000 acres 

20 ditto of 200 ditto 4,000 

Reserve for mills, villages, &c 200 

12,200 acres. 

80 farms, at £12 10^ £1,000 

20 ditto, at 25 Qs 500 

£1,500 
Interest on capital •••••• 1,233 

Leaving for expenses of management, besides 
the rent of mills, &c « « £267 
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V.ie ^monnt "vt* ;^.:, .,M> .a vta rears, it iix oer leni- camnounii 

.HHinry tA a Af^aia^rtr, Jtl.'/> p«r annum, Li jesun cool- 

T'.»<> ir>Mr^s«t on which, L e, jtl,233, to je paid by uie 

f^N ;Mao^^^«,«.,««.^ ••.••.... £20^2 

At th« ^/p!r^ti<.5 of tliat pencil, tte prcpertr would be 
wrrr^h, at th^ lowest ^stimar>i, jt>J,'»), T!ie rent ot*the miTH 
Wfii^ii ^x/^/'pt ^w-miil, ne^rl not be bailt until second iumma', 
iir»<l wffK:b fr/T th^. fJr^t few veari would not be Terr much 
f/./jr»ir^/|^ Firi)/M«» it hiipj'^'iri.vl to be in the neigtiboorhood of an 
tf\f\or ^Ul/!Tr»^nt, mis^ht l>e appropriated to the support of a 
t'l^^f^ywHn and 9/'JKK>Ima«t«r, as well as the rent of the me- 
f)infi'u'n )|01IA<!^, and lot» of fire acres, which should pajrent 
frtnn the h/'$/innin((« or after the first year. Such a settlement 
fi^ ih'm wofild ho partictdarljr adapted for small farmers who 
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could command^ on reaching their destination, from £30 to 
£50, to support them for the first year, and procure stock and 
implements — and for the 200 acre farms, from £50 to £100. 
Such a hody of settlers would require to be in the prime of 
life, or if advanced, to have families capable of working ; and if 
in some families there were three, or four, or five grown up 
sons, less capital would be required, as some might go into 
service. They should all be of one religious denomination, — if 
from England, Episcopalians ; from Ireland, either all Roman 
Catholics or all Protestants; and from Scotland, Presbyte- 
rians; so that one clergyman and one teacher, or one with 
an assistant might serve. The terms of settlement should all 
be explained fully, and entered into before they leave home. 
They could draw their forms by lot, and on coming to Ca- 
nada, would have nothing to do but to proceed direct to 
their locations, and commence operations without the loss of a 
day. If they arrived as early as the 1st of June, they would 
commence planting potatoes, corn, and pumpkins ; if not until 
the end of June, '' slaying the forest," and each family could 
have easily five acres cleared and ready for seed by the middle 
or end of September ; and as they would have nothing to do 
through the winter, they might by the next fall have at least 
ten more ready for seed, instead of the five contemplated in the 
lease. The stock each would require would be a cow and a 
pig, logging-chain, iron wedges and rings for a mallet (a drag- 
harrow and yoke of oxen between each two families) a spade, 
two hoes, two axes, and seed wheat. This, with what they 
would require for sustenance for fifteen months, aided by their 
crop of potatoes, would start them most advantageously; for in 
August they would have wheat, at least 100 bushels each, which 
would be fifty at least to spare, and which would procure them 
additional stock and other necessaries ; and in the year fol- 
lowing, besides abundance of hay for the keep of their stock, 
which could be very well carried through the first winter on 
browse, they would have at least 150 bushels of wheat for the 
market, and perhaps some pork to spare over an ample supply 
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<1 xyj^ L«j £uiik iuro ei^ot feliis of eq^al aze^ as mtmr is pQ»- 
t.r/l^y u:r^ of tno^e &^is were sowed wita wMsi can jcv» 
or^ w>*a rre, oce plan^ai witk cora, two in clover* aad ooe an 
6;)^ft iu/j-j^f on wLxa corn had beea raised die jear pferioas. 
Or«« of tbe two clorer fields is kept for mowing, tke odier for 
l^nnt^.^ fxrtb o( wLlcii are ploughed as sood after tke karrest 
a* [f^/WiV^f and prepared for wheat in the fidl. All ibe mamtre 
^U'u:U if ffia/ie on tue farm for one jear is hauled in the spring 
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on the field intended for open fallow, which is then ploughed, 
and, after one or two cross*ploughings through the summer, is 
also sowed with wheat in the falL The field on which the rye 
is sown is that from which a crop of wheat has been taken the 
same year, and which had yielded three crops. Ck)m is planted 
on the field from which rye had been taken the year previous, 
the stubbles of which are ploughed down m the fall. Clover 
seed is sown early in the spring on two of the wheat fields, those 
which have been most recently manured. By this method each 
field yields three crops of wheat, two of clover, one of rye, and 
one of com, every eight years. Each field, in the meantime, 
has lain an open fallow, and received a heavy dressing of ma- 
nure, perhaps at an average of fifteen four-horse loads per acre. 
His crop of wheat is seldom less than fifteen hundred bushels, 
but often much more. His average rye crop is about four hun- 
dred and fifty bushels, and his corn crop annually about five 
hundred bushels. All which grain, at the present low prices, 
would amount to more than two thousand dollars annually, and 
at former prices to double that amount ; and his farm is withal 
very highly improved." 

Three-fourths of Amherst Island, situate in the Bay of 
Quinte, consisting of 16,500 acres, was purchased in 1836 by 
the Earl of Mountcashell from Mrs. General Bowes, for 
£10,000, being about £1, Halifax currency, per acre. But for 
the excellence of the land, and its advantageous locality, it 
would have been considered a high price. His Lordship 
adopted the principle of leasing, and the following are the 
results : — In 1836 the population of the island was 700 ; in 
1844 it is 2,100. Sir John Colbome congratulated the pro- 
vince in 1835, that its population had doubled in eight years. 
The population in Amherst Island has trebled during the same 
space of time, whilst its value has increased from £10,000 to 
£80,000, — a price his Lordship would find no difficulty in ob- 
taining for it. Here is a threefold increase of population, and 
an eightfold increase of capital in eight years. The land was 
in a wilderness state ; Lord Mountcashell selected poor but 
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indostiious fiunilies to settle on it, giring them a lease of fifteen 
years, at almost a nominal rent, and requiring annually certain 
portions to be cleared. Before the expiration of fire yean, a 
wealthier class of settlers made supplication to Lord Mount- 
cashell for these lands ; bnt as he had granted leases of fifteen 
yearSy it was not in his power to comply with the request. 
Most of the leases hare been since purchased from the original 
settlers, who are enabled, with their acquired capital and com- 
petent knowledge, to purchase land in fee nmple in other dis- 
tricts ; and on all other fiurms in Amherst Island, the rude log- 
hut of the original settler has now disappeared before the 
comfortable dwellings of the new purchasers. His Lordship 
improTcd the roads, erected two piers to secure and make ser- 
riceable two excellent natural harbours; he introduced a 
clergyman, for whom he provided a good glebe-house, and 
gave 160 acres of land for a glebe ; he sent out a surgeon, for 
whom also he built a house ; he built a house for an active 
agent; he built and furnished an excellent general store : with 
these adjuncts, causing but a very small outlay, he has 110 
families, leaseholders, on this fine estate, some of whose fiirms 
are now paying him 3s. per acre for their 200 acre lots. The 
steamers to the head of the Bay of Quinte now r^ularly touch 
at the island, affording the inhabitants every opportunity for 
intercourse with all parts of the province, and the disposal of 
their produce at the best markets. Lord Mountcashell has re- 
served 1,000 acres in the centre for timber, which is becoming 
now extremely valuable. The best proof of the great value in 
the advance of this property is to be found in the fact that Lord 
Mountcashell himself, who gave, in 1836, £10,000 for 12,000 
acres, in 1841, purchased from a Mr. M'Leod, a proprietor in 
that portion of the island not owned by his Lordship, 200 acres 
for £1,000. 

Other plans of Colonization have had their advocates, and 
have proved successful. Advances by loans, properly secured, 
have long been in practice amongst the Chinese in their Emigra- 
tion from China, to Manilla, Borneo, Java, and Prince of Wales 
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Island ; and although oar present intercourse is not yet suffi- 
ciently intimate to enable Europeans to ascertain their exact 
arrangements in transactions of this kind, being extremely 
tenacious upon such points, more especially as Emigration is 
not sanctioned by the Government, yet firom all that has been 
learnt, and from the extensxre manner in which it has been con- 
ducted, it is evident that it has been through the instrumentality 
of joint stock companies, who make the advances, the capital 
required and employed being far too great for individuals. 

Their system is a small advance for outfit, and the Emi- 
grant's free passage, for which amount they grant a bond, pay- 
able by instalments, after their arrival at their destination, in 
services as a labourer or mechanic ; and the relatives and friends 
of the Emigrant become responsible to the party, previous to 
his embarkation in China. A gentleman, recently from that 
country, has assured me, that he saw a vessel at the mouth of 
the Yan-Sea-Eean (or Yellow River) bound to Batavia, with 
upwards of 2,000 Emigrants on board, and that there were 
many junks similarly employed from the other provinces. In 
addition to this system amongst the Chinese, the Portuguese at 
Macao have also adopted it for employing their vessels to the 
eastern archipelago, and they take Emigrants at £5 sterling, 
payable in a similar manner, on the arrival of the Emigrants 
at their destination. The Portuguese, however, did not find it 
answer so well, from the difficulty they experienced in obtain- 
ing security against the Emigrant absconding, which occa- 
sionally happened, and which, unless Emigration took place in 
families, a mixture of age and youth, would be dreaded in 
Canada, from its proximity to the United States. But there 
were annually Portuguese vessels despatched from Macao, to 
Siam, Manilla, and Ambojma, Borneo, and Batavia, Singapore, 
Malacca, and Prince of Wales Island, each conveying from one 
to four hundred poor Chinese Emigrants, thousands of whom, 
by their extraordinary industry and perseverance, have become 
very wealthy and important, by the facilities aflforded them by 
the guarded and judicious advances made them in the first in- 
stance. As bearing directly on this interesting subject, I give 
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■Mtit £>r any njns^her of siiigie men caa readllT be fiscnd ; bat 
a^ nam with a £miilj Ha* sicca to snzz^e virh, and ^ 
bax^lr hare mwch diseamfi>ft, and eren miserr, to vzui^go 
£>r a time, 

** To joo^ who know at how rerj snail cost a primxtiTe 
Canadiaa log-faat is pat op, it maj be matter of surpf ia e that 
fo few fiurmers ^eomparatirelj; are prcmded with dweQings for 
labonren' fiunilies. Appeal has been made to them on the 
wnhjectf and, I dare nj, with effect; bat tfaoosands more are 
wanting, as well for the relief and comfort of the Immigrant 
as to benefit the farmer, and, conseqaentlj, adrance the general 
prosperitj* A little agitation on this subject may, perhaps, 
open the ejes of the farmers, and indace them to gire the snb- 
jfsct a dae consideration, as one in which their interests are 
deeply involred, 

** Employment at public works can rery little benefit the 
Immigrant with a wife and &mily on his first arrind ; as, sup- 
posing the most fiirourable circumstances, early embarkation, 
quick passage, immediate employment, fine season, uninter- 
rupted health, and the highest wages, the whole amount which 
could possibly be sared from the earnings of the whole season, 
would not be more than sufficient to support the fiimily through 
the long season, when very little, if any, profitable labour can 
be obtained by a newly-arrived Immigrant. The present win- 
ter is an exception to this, a considerable number having been 
continued at the public works at 2s. a-day. Employment at 
the public works is beneficial to the poor settler who has once 
fixed his family on a piece of land (say in a labourer's cottage 
on a farm), where he can, if necessary, leave them, after having 
put in a crop of potatoes, &c., and having a place he can call 
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a home to return to, where every species of economy can be 
practised, which cannot be in precarious lodgings while em- 
ployed in public works. A few dollars cash, earned at public 
works or elsewhere, is a help to a man in such a case, to buy 
a cow, to give him a start in life, and becomes a nucleus of that 
eapital and the germ of that independence for which he has ex- 
patriated himself, and subsequently suffered so much and severe 
inconvenience. The advantages of labourers' houses on farms 
would be great indeed, both to the farmer and the labourer : 
the farmer could always command a ready supply of labour at 
fair wages ; the labourer could afford to pay a small rent to 
his landlord, and had better earn seven or eight dollars a-month, 
and be at home, than ten, and be away from his family. Occa- 
sionally, when labour on the farm grew slack, he would then 
betake him to the public works, and reap the benefit as above 
described. I consider that every labourer's cottage on a farm 
would be really better to the farmer than a protective duty of 
five per cent, on agricultural produce, inasmuch as, in bad 
times, when produce is low, the farmer could thus improve his 
land cheaply to prepare for better times, raising only sufficient 
for the supply of his own household, and the additional con- 
sumers, — ^the inhabitants of the cottages ; and in good times, he 
would be ready to take advantage of the market, by having 
the labour at hand to raise that abundance required for the 
supply. An agricultural protective duty will never be well 
relished here, where the middling and poorer classes must be 
the sufferers from such a tax. Until some well-established and 
judicious plan of Colonization is in operation, the Government 
works must be looked to for relief, as well to the Immigrant 
as to the public ; otherwise the country would be overrun with 
paupers, and worse ; for they will come, whether the circum- 
stances of the country are such as to invite them or not. 

" You have noticed in your letter to Mr. Crawford the case 
of the Scotch settlers from the Island of Lewis ; I am happy to 
state, that late reports from Bury and Lingwick give a favour- 
able account of the progress of these people ; and I beg to 
mention, that a party of ten families, from the same place, who 
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came out in 1838, and settled in the same neighbonrhood, are 
in a prosperous state. This party, when thej came oat, were 
as poor as those first mentioned, and were reUeyed and asBstfd, 
daring their first winter, bj the faenerolence of the Commis- 
sioner of the British American Land Company. Some mention 
iji these people will be foand in the ' Memorandum of a Setller/ 
in the Mercnry of the 16th Febroary of last year, cluster 25. 
The assistance afibrded to these persons was by way of loan, 
not gift. They haye repaid the amount thus lent them ; and I 
propose calling the attention of the sereral National Societies 
to the great adyantage this mode of relief has oyer that of a 
charitable donation. 

** Much may be effected by small beginnings : eyen penny 
weekly societies might, so soon as they collect some £40 or 
£60, send out one family, who, in course of two, three, and 
four years, would be able to pay the entire loan by a supply of 
proyisions to a second party, who would, under these circum- 
stances, require only an amount sufficient to pay the passage 
out, and to carry them to the neighbourhood of their prede- 
cessor; the sums so advanced on loan, of coarse bearing in- 
terest, would be continually increasing from this source, as 
well as by the continued subscriptions at home ; and, admitting 
some losses, by the defection of some and deaths of others, it 
might fairly be expected that, from the honourable and grateful 
feelings of others, who might be more than ordinarily success- 
ful, voluntary tribute (in produce) would more than make up 
for deficiencies. 

** If the Paisley societies, in like manner, would send out 
only so many as their funds will enable them to settle and carry 
through the winter, these, with the similar moderate require- 
ments and industry as the parties from Lewis, would be enabled, 
by their crops of the second year, to repay some portion of the 
loan advanced to them, by a supply of part of their produce to 
the sustenation, through the first winter, of a second party 
from Paisley. This second party would, in like manner, be 
able to repay the loan with which they bad been assisted, by a 
supply to a third party, which might, by this time, be con- 
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siderably increased in numbers, as passage-money only would 
by this time be required. Should this system be carried into 
effect, and found to work well, as I am confident it may, the 
people first sent out will soon be able and willing, beside re- 
paying their loans, to offer assistance to their friends and 
neighbours left behind, by a supply of a part of their crops, on 
loan direct from themselves, and thus increase the means for 
augmenting the numbers of Immigrants ; but there will be 
plenty of time to mature further arrangements during the pro- 
gress of establishment of the first two or three parties. 

*^ I also take the liberty to suggest, for the North American 
Association, that it would be a great encouragement to a similar 
hardy race of Emigrants to those from Lewis, as well as others, 
if the first party sent to each newly unsettled part of the coun- 
try should be permitted to make the whole of their pa3^ents 
(for land as well as for the necessary assistance which may be 
afforded them) in produce and labour, supplied for the assis- 
tance of the second and third parties : the second party to be 
allowed to pay four-fifths of their debt in like manner, the 
third three-fifths, and so on; and, further, that in all cases, 
where practicable by sufficient funds, it will in the end be 
found the best economy that a place be prepared beforehand 
for the reception of the Immigrants, a shanty erected, and 
three acres cleared, two of which to be sown with oats, the 
other to be planted with potatoes by the Immigrants, if here 
by the middle of June. The cost of clearing the three acres 
and the shanty would not be more than the cost of maintenance 
through the winter, and till the crop of the second year can 
be obtained from the ground, and the return of oats and pota- 
toes will be of greater value. The place thus proposed to be 
provided, not to be the lots whereon the Immigrants are to be 
located as their future home, but on one or two lots contiguous, 
where the people could be in close proximity, ready to help 
each other in case of need, and where none could have more 
than ten acres, from which they should remove to the lots 
chosen by themselves in due time for the reception of the next 
party." 
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In eontiiiiuitkm of tliss labjeet, I re c ri feJ a leeond letter 
from tbis gentlenuui, from which eoamiiiiuatiaii I also sabjom 
the followiog eztrmeti, bjr which it will be teea that there was 
much fiiree in the deipatch of Sir Charies Bagot to Lord Stan- 
lej^— >^ It may be truly aaid^ that in Canada, moeh has here- 
tofore been done to promote wtmiffraHam — ^nothii^ to proomte 
$tttUmentJ* Colonization is now, howerer, occ upyin g modi of 
the attention of the people. 

** Independently of the fiurt, that no real benefit can pos* 
sibly resnlt to the Immigrant, beyond the temporary prorison 
he may receive by being promptly employed at the public 
works on his first arrival, even sapposing the public works 
to be sufficiently extensive to receive all who desire employ- 
ment thereat, it cannot be expected that this sufiidency wfll 
continue ; for, as soon as the Grrand St. Lawrence Canal shaD 
be completed, there does not appear much probability of any 
other extensive public works being undertaken, for the per- 
formance of which a large number of labourers would be 
required ; it certainly is not known that any are under imme- 
diate consideration, and as the munificent loan from the 
Home Government has been already wholly appropriated, it 
is not at all clear where further funds are to be found for any 
public works of magnitude, however urgently the necessity 
for them may be demonstrated: therefore, in contemplating 
the prospect of a continued Emigration to this country, we must 
look to Colonization alone, as the only sure mode by which any 
considerable number of Immigrants can be provided for. The 
successful settlement of any number of Immigrants, although 
expensive, is an affair very easily managed, if the money, neces- 
sary for so important a purpose, can be obtained : but here is 
the difficulty, and the only one ; it might, however, be very 
easily overcome by a very small sacrifice on the part of the 
people of England, who would receive a rich return for a very 
small outlay, by the removal of so many consumers, who must 
now be provided for (whether they can find employment or not,) 
at a very heavy, continued, and increasing expense. 

*^ In mentioning the removal of so many persons, I would 
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not be misunderstood as intending to refer to the cost of their 
removal only : to send them from Britain, and land them here 
penniless, would only be shifting the burthen of their support 
upon iiSy who are so immeasurably less able to bear it; it 
would be an act of inhumanity (which is too often practised) 
to the unfortunate exiles, and of great cruelty to the people of 
this country. It would be necessary that people so remoTed 
from Britain should be ftimished with the means of proceeding 
to the place of settlement previously provided for them, and 
with subsistence, until they could raise a supply of food by their 
own labour. 

" Any schemes, plans, or proposals now brought forward, 
can be acted on but to a very limited extent, if at all, during the 
present season ; yet it seems that while the subject is directly 
and tangibly interesting by the activity every where through- 
out Britain, people preparing for and actually leaving home 
by so many thousands, it is the proper time to agitate and sug- 
gest plans for facilitating Emigration hereafter, so that due 
consideration may be given to the subject, that the plans pro- 
posed may be thoroughly examined, modified, amended, and 
improved, and arrangements made in conformity therewith, for 
the benefit of those persons who purpose to Emigrate in the 
spring of the following year. 

*Mt is useless to suggest schemes for Emigration, unless 
accompanied with the highly necessary information, where the 
sources are to be found, and from whence the funds are to be 
derived to carry the same into effect. That the funds cannot 
be expected to be abstracted from the national revenue, under 
present circumstances, is too evident ; that they might be ob- 
tained by a small additional impost, levied especially for this 
purpose, is equally evident; and from the incalculable national 
benefit that would arise therefrom, there can be no doubt it 
would be most cheerftiUy paid. 

" But funds in abundance may be procured from other 
sources : permit me to allude to one which I have hinted at in 
my last, namely, the formation of Mutual Emigration So- 
cieties, which your influence and popularity in England and 

A A 
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Sootland miglit doabtleitly set goiog : weekly payments miglit 
be receiTed, from one penny upwards, according to the drcom- 
stanees of the sereral parties who might be inflaenced by a 
desire to avail themselres of the advantages to be derived from 
the result of this combination of numerous small subscriptions, 
or finr the benefit of rekdves or friends; besides^ receipts from 
those, who, independently of any selfish views, but urged by 
noble and generous motives, might make donations in aid of 
the important object : if once commenced, an impetus might 
possibly be given to popular feeling in fiivour of the establish- 
ment of such societies, as to lead to results which would throw 
all former national impulses into the shade. 

*^ The several Loan Societies, in different parts of the king- 
dom, might also be extensively serviceable in furthering the 
great design, by affording assistance to persons who might be 
able to procure security for repayment of loans at distant 
periods, although unable readily to raise the amount necessary 
to enable them to effect their laudable purpose. 

** Much detail would be required to perfect and carry into 
effect any plan of Emigration and Colonization, which it is 
needless to enter into previously to the necessary funds being 
forthcoming. I will, however, by way of a simple illustration, 
describe an hypothetical case : suppose £25,000 to be collected 
all over the island in the course of the present year, (a very 
mere trifle, if the measure should receive the favourable con- 
currence of the public ;) £60 would be found adequate for the 
conveyance, settiement, and maintenance, for one year, of a 
fiunily of five persons ; consequently, upwards of 400 families, 
comprising, at least, 2,000 persons, might be sent out next 
year, as the precursors of the hundreds of thousands to follow 
under the fostering aid of * The Grand National Mutual Emi- 
gration Society ; ' for a continuance of the numerous, petty, 
weekly subscriptions, by which the £25,000 would be annually 
supplied— (just as easy ten times the sum, under the sunshine 
of popular favour) — this, continually applied to the original 
purpose, and repaid by the individuals, assisted in the esta- 
blishment of their independence ; together with our legal in- 
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terest of six per cent, wonld (at simple interest alone,) in ten 
years, amount to the sum of £332,000 ; which sum would 
become an annually recurring capital, by which 6,540 families, 
or 27,700 individuals, may be certified of independence. The 
compound interest, and difference of exchange, would more 
than suffice to keep the whole machinery in good working 
order, and cover losses. This capital, without further addi- 
tional subscriptions, would of itself fructify to an increase of 
nearly £20,000 a year; thus enabling the Society to add at least 
2,000 more persons to their annual export. This will serve as 
a sample of what may be effected from small beginnings. 

" Our agricultural population, in common with all others, 
is at present in a very depressed state ; but this less affects the 
humble farmer, who does his own work, than any other class of 
society whatever ; proving most emphatically that Canada is 
the poor man's country to thrive in. 

^* The extremely handsome and favourable terms on which 
the Canada Company have announced their readiness to receive 
and locate respectable Immigrants, (and, I doubt not, the Bri- 
tish American Land Company, and other Companies, will be 
equally liberally disposed,} makes settlement in Canada an easy 
matter indeed." 

I shall quit the further discussion of this subject, by the 
following proofs of the increasing value of the public lands, and 
the increasing prosperity of those who were indigent settlers. 
At the annual meeting of the Canada Company, the Governor, 
after stating the operations of the Company for the year 1843, 
and that 174,256 acres of land in all had been either sold or 
settled by tenants, under leases from the Company, at annual 
rents, proceeded to say, that the land so disposed of or settled 
exceeded the number of acres, in the year 1842, by 64,111 
acres; and also that, since the 1st of January, 1844, there had 
been sold 2,300 acres, and leased 41,722 acres; and that the 
monies collected in the province between the 1st of January 
and the 19th of February, to which date the latest account had 
been received, amounted to £5,665; and that both the lands 
settled and the money collected were considerably in excess of 
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T:ii» discret is of reesit secd^sneat. 
bj di« Gancaay dsris^ tike tht, SSy9ii]6 
dx« wBos perioi IS4.22S aocs. Tbe 
ml<n of land by the Brinsa Aaicneaa Land C umpaa r amovated 
doria^ the year to 34,560 aercs, aa extern trrer tiba praeedia^ 
jear of 25^7 acres ; die recespts of 1^43 aaioaated to £17,032, 
— aa iacrfne orer that of IS42 of £12^43. T^fte CoanaisBioaer 
of the Canada Companj so^^ested^ sooie jears since, that as 
there were many eases of poor indostrioas persons oa their 
lands who were desirous, oat of ther savings, to send small 
snms hooie to their fiiends or relations, and to whom eertauitj 
and despatch in making these remittaaces, and exemptioa from 
anj expense in the bosiness, would be aa important boon, the 
Companr should undertake the agencr for them : it was done 
accordinelj* During the last year no less a som thaa 
£2,990 \3s. Ad, was sent home in this manner through the 
hands of the Company, chiefly to all parts of the United King- 
dom, but ia some eases to Germany, and consisted of 329 sums 
in all, of aa arerage amount of £9 each ; and up to March, 
1844, £600 more was also remitted. 

If, almost by unaided Emigration, sneh results hare been 
produced ; if by aided Emigration the wretched peasantry, who 
were remored from rags, filth, discontent, and despair ia Ire- 
land, during the time a Christian statesman and philanthropist, 
— the late Sir R. W. Horton, — ^was in the Colonial Office, and 
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have become most wealthy and prosperous freeholders in Ca- 
nada, — if by aided Emigration the starving weavers who left 
Paisley to settle in the Bathurst District, could contribute in 
1842 to the starving weavers then breathing in Paisley, — ^if by 
a totally unaided and a most improvident Emigration, the 
dejected and heartbroken islanders of Lewis could sustain 
themselves, and settle in the townships of Ling wick and Bury,^ 
what results might not rationally be anticipated from a well- 
matured, j udicious, and provident Colonization ? I have briefly 
adverted to the progressive settlement of Canada since the first 
Frenchman, who planted the cross on its majestic streams 
three centuries ago, to the present period. A century after- 
wards the enterprising Charlevoix, in making a very extended 
exploration of the vast country, still belonging to France, in 
passing through the lakes in 1720, and describing the lands 
bordering on the district, remarks : — '^ They are not equally 
proper for every sort of grain, but most of them are of a won- 
derful fertility, and I have known some produce good wheat for 
eighteen years running, without any manure ; and besides, all 
of them are proper for some particular use." 

During my ten years' residence in Canada, I have personally 
witnessed the most surprising improvements in husbandry, 
horticulture, and floriculture. I have seen agricultural socie- 
ties forming in every district, wisely stimulating, by the rewards 
ofiered, the collection of seeds and plants from every region, and 
adopting such as have been found most congenial to the climate 
and soil ; new branches of culture and mechanical industry in- 
troduced; excellent selections from domestic and foreign stock 
of the animals which propagate most rapidly, with the least ex- 
pense of subsistence, and yield the largest returns to the hus- 
bandman's care ; and every inducement held out to stimulate 
invention to the discovery of new systems or principles of 
tillage, machines, and implements, for increasing the fertility 
of the soil, and the productiveness of human labour. 

Previously, agricultural improvement had been last, though 
it should always be first. By agriculture nations exist; it 



f qpporU tsA clothes mankind ; it fomisiies die vestmrces fcr 
protection and defence, and tlie means of eren mc»al impvnre- 
Bent and intellectual eoltiTatioo. Portions of n e iiwmuaiif, 
chies, and eren states, wmj exist bj ezercisi]^ die 
arts, or bjr going down to tlie sen in ships; bat there mast, 
theless, be somewhere some larger agrienltonl rcwrnnnwitj to 
fbmish the prodnetions and tabna indispensaUe eren in sach 
fbnns of society. The neeesmrj minerals, iron, lead, copper, 
and others, are beneficial only because they are employed in aid 
of agricultore, or in preparing its productions for oor use ; and 
eren tbe metals, which by consent of mankind are called pre> 
cioos, hare no raloe except as representatires of the firoits of 
industry. Other interests may rise and fiJl, and other masses 
may combine, dissolre, and reoombine, and the agricoltaral 
mass be scarcely affinrted, but the whole body polidc sympathise 
when this interest is depressed and this class suffers. 

In England the cost of land fit for tillage is ten times 
greater than in Canada ; the price of labour in America is double 
that in Europe. The land generally in Canada is diereibre 
cultirated imperfectly, and its productions are seldom equal to 
one half its capacity. Thus one of its great adyantages is coun- 
terbalanced by a deficiency of physical force. Notwithstanding 
its population augments with great rapidity, by domestic in- 
crease and immigration, yet such is the demand for labour and 
service in commercial towns, and in the improvement of roads 
and rivers, and so attractive are its new settlements in the West, 
that the deficiency of labour continues the same, and its value, 
under ordinary circumstances, constantly increases. Immigra- 
tion, therefore, is an auxiliary to agriculture. The masses in 
Great Britain increase in disproportion to their territory and 
subsistence. 

Agriculture can never flourish where its rewards are preca- 
rious, or inferior in value to those obtained in other depart- 
ments of industry. Perpetual care is necessary to diminish the 
burthens to which it may be subjected : hence the utility of 
improving those inland communications, which serve for the 
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conveyance of agricultural productions to places of exchange and 
consumption, and of such commercial regulations as secure ad- 
rantageoos markets either at home or abroad. 

The recent remission of duty on the introduction of Cana- 
dian produce into British ports, simultaneously with the impo- 
sition of a duty on American agricultural produce passing into 
Canadian ports, will give a stimulus to Canadian agriculture, 
and greatly facilitate any measure of Colonization. 

Tlie citizens of the United States, since the period of the re- 
Tolutionary war, have sedulously devoted themselves to i^ricul- 
tural pursuits. Washington, when retiring to his estate at 
Mount Vernon, said : '^ The task of working improvement on 
the earth was much more delightful than all the vain glory which 
could be acquired by ravaging it with the most uninterrupted 
career of conquests." 

Coleman, another great authority, has declared that *' The 
great business of our country is agriculture. Because it feeds 
us, and furnishes the materials for our clothing ; it gives em- 
ployment to five-sixths of our population ; it is the primary 
source of national and individual wealth ; it is the nursing 
mother of manufactures and commerce ; it is essential to na- 
tional independence. Agriculture, manufactures, commerce, 
stand together ; but they stand together like pillars in a cluster, 
the largest in the centre, and that largest is agriculture. We 
live in a country of small farms ; a country in which men cul- 
tivate with their own hands their own fee-simple acres ; draw- 
ing not only their subsistence, but also their spirit of indepen- 
dence and manly freedom from the ground they plough. They 
are at once its owners, its cultivators, and its defenders. And 
whatever else may be undervalued or overlooked, let us never 
forget, that the cultivation of the earth is the most important 
labour of man. Man, without the cultivation of the earth, is, 
in all countries, a savage. When tillage begins, other arts fol- 
low. The farmers, therefore, are the founders of human civi- 
lization. If there lives the man who may eat his bread with a 
conscience at peace, it is the man who has brought that bread 
out of the earth by his own honest industry. The profession of 
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natxre fimiss of Canada aie eiidcnees of its aatanl pn>- 
doctiTenesB: ther ooostst chiedr of the wild strawberry, ra^ 
berrTy cherrr, plam, crab-apple, craaberrj, gooseberrr, black- 
berrr, corrant, and the grapes laxariantlj tangling their dos- 
terxD^ Tines arxMUMi the branches of the forest. Etctj descrip- 
tion of finxt grown in Tjigland has been introdaced sncrfiMfully 
into Canada; and in the old French settlements in Western 
Canada, fine peach orchards, large pear-trees, and the common 
growth of the melon are to be seen in all directions. The 
agricalmral produce of Canada coosbts of wheat, com, ije, 
oats, bariej, peas, hops, potatoes, bockwheat, tnmips, mangd 
wnrtzd, all the roots and gnsses of Ei^knd, tobacco^ beeC 
por^ hams, tallow, hides, batter, cheese, sugar, apjdes, ashes, 
', Jbe. &c 
>'earlj the same prodaciions are common to NoTa Scotia, 
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New Brunswick, and Piince Edward's Island ; and the inex- 
haustible fisheries round their coasts, in the lakes, and in the 
riyers, furnish every requisite for immediate, successful, and ex- 
tensive G>lonIzation. 

The value of the British American provinces may not only be 
inferred from the following testimonies from eminent authori- 
ties in the United States, but m^y prove a useful monition to 
the heedlessness of those Englishmen who think lightly of 
them, and check the wickedness of those who would criminally 
and ignominiously abandon them. During the disturbances in 
Canada, a leading senator of the United States assigned the 
following reasons for the annexation of Canada to that re- 
public : — 

" 1st. An eternal fence from European attacks in the rear 
and flank of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

** 2nd. A settling, without trouble, of the North-eastern 
boundary question. 

" 3rd. The flree navigation of the St. Lawrence (almost as 
important to the Northern States, as the Mississippi is to the 
Southern and Western) ; and then, the free navigation of the 
St. John's is of the highest importance to Maine. 

** 4th. The fisheries — free and equal privileges in them, a 
strengthening of our marine, and crippling of the British 
marme. 

^* 5th. The end of the British monopoly of the fur trade, and 
the settlement of many disputes we must, sooner or later, 
have about this trade in the Missouri territory, and on the Co- 
lumbia river ; — for, with the loss of the Canadas, British Empire 
is lost in America. 

" 6th. The addition of thousands of miles of a new interior 
to the city of New York ; the union, by canal, of New York 
harbour with the St. Lawrence river. Our own city, our own 
wharfs, our own ships, our own merchants, our own labourers 
made the channels and the agents of all the trade of the im- 
mense British possessions in the interior of North Anderica." 

The New York Daily Advertiser ^ speaking of Canada, says, 
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Jooraal : — ** Tsie United Scales does not vant Ck- 
aada apon Earopem eosadersbiras.— of population or territMy ; 
bat thej want it on Amerisan considerations, — Sot eonrenienee 
and extenson of traJe, and s e LOiIu a^w>st bad aeigbboars. 
Ther want the pine forests of Canada to sapplTeoontricsbeeoai- 
inz jear br rear dispossesBed of th^ moat Taluable of all 
timber, and ther ma<t and will hare a firee access firom tbe j»o- 
dicen of fioor acd pork, to the fisheries of Newfbnndland and 
the ocean." One of their leading men SDoke as follows : — 
** The eondactors of the rerolouonanr war attemnted the eon- 
qaest of Canada almost before ther began to defend themsdres 
^-eonsdoos that their perils were past» their des^ns aecuedy 
when the enemr, dislodged firom the rear, eonld only attack 
them from the broad and dangeroos fiu:e of the boisteroos oeean. 
Tbe l^isIatoiB of the first Confederation were eqnallT impresMd 
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with the necessity of making Canada a part of the great family 
of independent sovereignties, when they ordained, by the 11th 
Article, which still remains bound up with our written consti* 
tntions, that Canada, according to this Confederation, and 
joining in the measures of the United States, shall be admitted 
into and entitled to all the advantages of the Union ; but no 
other Colony shall be admitted into the same, unless such ad- 
mission be agreed to by nine states. Our forefathers could 
distinguish between the straggling outlines of Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick, incapable of defence, and the compact terri* 
tory of Canada. This article was signed on the 9th of July, 
1778, by men who, in the spirit of the times, were endowed 
with a preternatural vision, that foresaw the tendency of all the 
acts, and provided remedies for every contingency that might 
endanger the working of their new formed design for the per- 
fect government of man. Their wisdom and then* foresight 
have been constantly exemplified in the bursting forth of ques- 
tions unlocked for, upon points unheeded, until they appeared ; 
and rest assured, that though the necessity of the provisions 
regarding Canada may not be now apparent to the thoughtless, 
the time is at hand when they will stand in bold relief, as ano- 
ther evidence of the superhuman intelligence of those to whom 
the western world is indebted for all the greatness of pure de- 
mocracy." Another member of one of the States' legislatures 
spoke to the same effect ; he said : ** I can never look on the 
map of that dark territory in the north, commencing at the 
sources of the St. John's, and after indenting downwards to the 
42nd degree of latitude at Detroit, bearing off again to the 46th 
degree, from whence it stretches across to the Pacific, hanging 
over the brighter climes of the United States like a gloomy 
cloud above the sunshine beauty of a summer's day, without 
earnestly dwelling on the vast importance of that dreary waste 
and its straggling population to these southern regions." 
Another senator, in the same debate, said : '* Though the sea- 
board line of the United States is of enormous length, and can- 
not be fortified, we have nothing to fear from Europe on that 
side, though all the powers were combined against us. They 
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or p^ar^j 90 jav » & fimsen 
mi^tirf diflcnar^ of aH tne wscen of die Bfortb, de ^immI 
bieiLwaT £roa the ocean to the uixrees of the MioBKppL hook 
at die map; and joawiH at once percKvet&at Canada mast be 
die dieatre of warSue aiui intriirie wiieaever Y^^mwA trifles 
wixhAmerioL At present, ovrpooitfoii is qTzxteanaafe. TbeSt. 
Lawrence ■ the grat and only inlet to tiie cmdncBt. A 
acroai the rirer at QiK&ce weald be a c 
all foreign agjreanon. One miZIon of soldiers along amr pre^ 
sent baatier woald not be. EztensLon of ^^»'»«*^ asaallj 
brings with it czteosion of firontitf ; but it should be ercrborae 
in mind hj as, tbat the acqaisiticn of Canada wonld redaee 
oars on the north firom a thoosandleagaestoamileandahalfl'* 
I canxioi refrain firom gxrin^ an extract from a letter of an 
American of intelligence, dated Jefierson Coontr, State of 
New York, Norember 3, 1838, and which was pablishcd in the 
principal newspapers at that time. Heob ser ie s : "This frontier 
will soon be a theatre towards which the attendon, not only oi 
tbe whole nation, bat of the whole world, will be anzioasly 
directed. For fifty to a hundred miles fixim the lines, fi^om Maine 
to Detroit, a large pordon of the men, and among them per- 
sons of the highest standing and intelligence, gentlemen of 
princely fortunes, and of erery profession of life, are leagued 
with the patriots ; secret assodadons are formed in erery town 
and neighbourhood ; immense sums of money are raised for 
the cause; squads of men are moring fi^om diflkrent points 
and places to a common rendezrous known only to themselTes. 
It is estimated that they number 10,000 in diis county, and 
that diere are 40,000 men within one hundred miles of this 
place. Be assured, hostilities on a formidable scale will sooa 
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commence." . In a few days afterwards the inyasion took place 
at Prescotty cheered on by thousands of spectators ;' happily, 
the valiant yeomanry of Upper Canada crashed this daring 
aggression in its bud. 

I condude these extracts, from a yast mass of a similar 
character, with the following : - 

In 1836, an American senator, taking an active part in the 
agitation then existing in the Canadas, wrote thus : — " Will 
the countless thousands now thronging westward in continuous 
removal, like the eruptions that overran the states of antiquity, 
but with more beautiful designs of Providence in their hands, — 
for the old world barbarian was the harbinger of destruction 
and death, the American democrat of prosperity and life, — will 
they long permit the presence of a foreign deputy at Quebec ? 
I answer for them — ^they will not permit it. The present frothy 
Governor of Upper Canada said, in allusion to Americans, in 
one of his feeble addresses last summer, * Let them come if 
they dare !' The threat will not soon be forgotten. When 
the people of Michigan and Wisconsin are ready, — and should 
their rifles be pointed eastward, nothing can withstand the tor- 
rent of American determination ,^t needs but to will, and to 
seize opportunities that must occur, and Monarchy, like Ma- 
sonry, must be swept from a hemisphere in which it has no 
inheritance.'* 

To retain, improve, enrich these valuable possessions. Emi- 
gration has been considered indispensable by every Governor, 
who has been sent to preside over the Colony by either of 
the parties in the State. 

In 1806, his Excellency Sir John Colbome thus addressed 
the two houses of legislature in the province : — " The exertion, 
perseverance, and spirit of enterprise so conspicuous in each 
district, and the independency and comfort which the more 
industrious portion of your population has speedily attained, 
are obviously the early advantages resulting from the flow of 
Emigration to the province, and from the useful public works 
which have been accomplished under the direction of the 
parent state, and of the legislature of this country." In his 
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tenant-Groyernor of this province had better look steadily for- 
ward to its future prosperity and improvement ; that he had 
better attract into Upper Canada the superabundant population 
and capital of the mother country.'' At the dose of the session 
he thus expressed himself: — *^ I will use my utmost endeavours 
to explain to this province* that they want only wealth and 
population to become one of the finest and noblest people on 
the globe ; that the redundant wealth of the mother country 
will irrigate their land, and that her population will convert 
the wilderness which surrounds them into g^een fields/' 
At the termination of the first session of the present House 
of Assembly, he concluded thus : — ^* The important alterations 
you have recommended in the Land Granting Department 
will, I am confident, produce a feeling of general satisfaction 
throughout the province ; and I shall exert the new authority 
proposed to be invested in me — ^to grant lands to actual settlers 
on terms more advantageous than the market price, and con- 
sequently contrary to your own private interests, solely for the 
encouragement of Emigration." 

From the tenor of all his addresses, it was very clear that he 
considered the future greatness of this province as altogether 
dependent on the influx of British Emigrants ; and that, ^* In- 
stead of shutting up this country, destined yet to support many 
millions, I wish a policy that will attract to it such a large de- 
gree of Immigration, capital, and enterprise from the mother 
country, as shall very greatly tend to promote the happiness 
and prosperity of all interests, whether Colonial or national/' 

Nor is the present enlightened Governor of Canada less 
sensible of the vast importance of this momentous subject. In 
his replies to the various addresses presented to him, he con- 
stantly alludes to it. 

In that to the county of Frontenac : — " It is a great comfort to 
me to receive the assurance of your fervent love for the British 
Constitution, and of your determination to maintain and per* 
petuate your connexion with. the mother country; for on such 
feelings and dispositions the happiness of Canada appears to 
me to depend. Under the auspices of this connexion the popu- 
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all ;iertLes, aiui am«iace diac sase if Miunmy waica wmr- h^ 
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To die freeocuien sad Tih a r . i'.'anxat of c&e Tain i ii Dotriet of 
V^^er Canairia t — ^ T!ie ■— ii iin ff, geatLeDGi, witic& joa cott- 
rej to aie, of joor deroted aad aiaLtarabie «M^.fcii>^i^ i to t&e 
pcnoa aad goiwenanem of oar aioat ^racoiis Qoeesu of jomr 
eani«st desire to TrpaoLdixrrbiaae die prsog^Tca of her Grova, 
aad of jocET detgrmfnatTon to i^^t*^ aad perpecoate tiie 
happy eonaexiott of this Colony with the parent state, adord 
aaqoalified ntafitction, and demand my gratefol aeknowl€dg<- 
ments^ 

^ Her Majesty relies with confidence oa theloTe and loyalty 
of her Omadian sabjects, of which abundant proofe hare been 
aflbrded in times past, and are llkewiae manifested in the 
namerotis addresses which late erents in this proTinee hare 
elicited. 

** My warmest thanks are due to yoa ibr the a:flfeetionate 
sentiments and wishes which yoa hare eipi eased towards me. 
My constant aim will be to merit soeh feelings by showing in 
erery act of my administration, that I hare at heart the welfare 
and happiness of this country. Long may it be one of the most 
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splendid gems of the British Crown ; long may it flourish a land 
of liberty, loyalty, industry, and enterprise, increasing daily in 
population and wealth, a place of refuge and comfort for a large 
portion of the superabundant numbers which the genius of 
Britain sends forth to fertilize and civilize the untenanted re- 
gions of the earth. Long may the happy connexion of the 
United Kingdom and this Colony, in the voluntary bonds of 
mutual affection, be an unfailing source of benefit and prosperity 
to both ; and long may Canada rejoice in aiding and upholding 
the grandeur, might, and integrity of the British Empire." 

I could have multiplied these authorities to a great extent, 
but these will amply sufBce. I cannot, however, but recom- 
mend those who feel an interest in this subject, to peruse with 
deep and serious attention the admirable despatches of Sir W. 
M*^.B. Colebrooke, Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick, 
in which the whole subject of Colonization has been ably dis- 
cussed. 

In the foregoing narrative I have fully demonstrated, 
that— 

1 . The Unremunerative Capital of England ; 

2. The Unemployed Papulation of the United Kingdom ; 

3. The Unproductive Lands of British America — 

are the three elements to combine and carry on a most useful 
and most profitable scheme of Colonization. It is in their wise 
conjunction only where the difficulty lies. 

An extremely dense population, existing under great inequa- 
lity of condition, a few very rich and the many wretched poor, 
on a restricted surface, insufficient to support them, without 
assistance from ourselves, is not a state of things other than ca- 
lamitous. If it were possible to expand this productive surface 
to some two or three times the present extent in the British 
isles, can there be a doubt of the relief it would give? Now 
this very thing is virtually done for England in her vast and 
valuable Colonies. And that the incremental portions are 
separated from the mother land by seas and oceans, and are 
found in various climes, is very far from a disadvantage. All 
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to be rewarded by the industry of those they serye, is there 
anything in such an arrangement to justify the denuncia- 
tions of the press, or ezdte the suspicions of the public? 
Firmly, indelibly impressed with the conyiction alike of the 
practicability and advantage of such a combination, I did exert 
myself to establish an Association founded on those principles, 
and it will require something more than mere declamation, 
however eloquent it may be, to prove that there is in such an 
effort anything opposed to the tenderest humanity, or the most 
scrupulous integrity. 

I was perfectly aware that in making this effort, and estab- 
lishing this Association, I should encounter difficulties and dis- 
couragements ; I should be opposed by companies who had 
not made Colonization a portion of their plan, and who had 
forgotten that any measure to promote it must ultimately 
prove beneficial to themselves as landowners. A check to 
my exertions I also anticipated, firom that supine spirit which 
regards every improvement as innovation, and which perpe- 
tually, though falsely, complains that mankind degenerate, 
without making an effort to check the progress of error. I 
foresaw that I should be regarded as visionary and enthusiastic, 
by those who consider skill in acquiring, and success in retain- 
ing, wealth as the perfection of human wisdom ; but I did not 
forget that such as these seldom bestow their countenance upon 
ardent philanthropists or the benefactors of mankind. I was 
quite conscious that it is not always those who sow that reap ; 
and that instances were too numerous, both in Europe and 
America, of the sufferings, the privations, the scorn, the scof- 
fings, and the contumely which many pioneers in a good cause 
have had to endure. 

The celebrated Robert Morris, the financier of the American 
revolution, died a bankrupt. Christopher CoUes, the earliest, 
most enterprising, and most efficient advocate of the inland 
navigation of the huge waters of the Western World, was 
interred by private charity in the strangers' burying-ground. 
The splendid essays of Jesse Hawley, which convinced the 
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was finally got in motion — ^when she continued to move for- 
ward — all were incredulous. " We left the fair City of New 
York far behind us ; we passed through the romantic and erer- 
yarjing scenery of the majestic Hudson ; we descried at length 
the clustering houses of Albany ; we reached its distant shores 
— and then, even then, when all seemed achieved, I was the 
victim of disappointment. Imagination superseded the infiu- 
ence of fact. It was doubted if it could be done again. Or if 
done, it was doubted if it could be made of any great yalue.'* 

Notwithstanding, however, the temporary shock caused by 
the failure of " The British American Association," I am still 
sustained by the conviction, that though individuals may suiSer, 
and combinations fail, truth is triumphant, and principles sur- 
vive. '* It is true," as one of the most gifted and distinguished 
writers of the age. Dr. Chalmers, remarks, '* that a society may 
be thrown into discredit by the failure of one or two of its under- 
takings, and this will be enough to entail suspicion and ridicule 
«upon all its future operations. A system may be thrown into dis- 
credit by the fanaticism and folly of some of its advocates ; and 
it may be long before it emerges from the contempt of a pre- 
cipitate and unthinking public, ever ready to follow the impulse 
of her former recollections ; it may be long before it is reclaimed 
from obscurity by the eloquence of future defenders ; and there 
may be the struggle and the perseverance of many years before 
the existing association, with all its train of obloquies, and dis- 
gusts, and prejudices, shall be overthrown. A lover of truth is 
thus placed on the right field for the exercise of his principles. 
It is the field of his faith and of his patience, and in which he is 
called to a manly encounter with the enemies of his cause. He 
may have much to bear, and little but the mere force of prin- 
ciple to uphold him. But what a noble exhibition of mind, 
when this force is enough for it ; when, though unsupported by 
the sympathy of other minds, it can rest on the truth and 
righteousness of its own principle ; when it can select its ob- 
jects from the thousand entanglements of error, and keep by 
it amidst all the clamours of hostility and contempt ; when all 
the terrors of disgrace cannot alarm it ; when all the levities of 
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ridicule cannot shame it ; wbea all tlie seowl of opposhioii can- 
not OTcnrhelni it.** 

The lofli of the United Gokmiea waa a deep diahonoiir.wliilst 
it waa a grare miafoitane; and the d cc|W!at part of the miafiir- 
tone ia, that it ii not eonaideKd aa a diahononr. It ia bj learn- 
ing that it waa a diahonoor, beeanae oor frnlt^ that the aame, 
thoogh raterated diagraee, and a wnilar, hot lar greater dan- 
germ^ be prerented, the loaa of oor still remaining poaKanona 
in North America. These pnasf ions are not more diffirnlt to 
keep, nor more easy to loae, than the former. I pray God that- 
England may be instmcted bj the resolts of her own eondoet 
in 1770, and that it may not be the task of history to place the 
present Administration on a parallel with that of Lord North. 
It is to prerent this calamity I gire ntterance to the expresaion 
of alarm which I cannot ezdnde, bat which will cease when the 
nation has shared it. 

That British North America should long remain omneeted 
with this cOnntry, indeed indissolably united, until monarehi-- 
cal institntions haTe taken firm root in the soil, and have 
attained a growth not to be checked or orerahadowed by 
the sarroonding democracy, is a reanlt which erery tme lover 
of England most desire to see accomplished. At a period 
when communication between the old and new world was 
counted by weeks, and not, as now, by days, the shock of the 
American rerolt was felt orer the whole continent of Europe, 
and its contagious influence exhibited itself in the bloodshed, 
and horrors, and protracted wars of the French Rerolution. 
England, though she surmounted, did not escape the conrulsion 
of nations, and there were seasons during that tumultuous and 
memorable era, when every one of her institutions, civil and 
religious, was menaced with destruction. Let the patriot and 
statesman of the present day contemplate the flood of conse* 
quences that would burst over this country from the loss of the 
North American Colonies. A few days would convey the tidings 
across the Atlantic, and disseminate them throughout the ports 
of Europe. The example would not be thrown away upon the 
democratic agitator, upon the fomenter of agricultural incen- 
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diarism, and the enemy of everytliing connected with the wel- 
fare, exaltation, and honour of the country. If monarchical 
institutions be declared, in Canada, to be no longer conducive 
to the happiness and prosperity of a free people, would not this 
assertion, when reduced into practice, awaken a loud and fearful 
echo in the parent isles, if not in the other kingdoms of Europe ? 
Would not the loss of our remaining empire in North America 
be succeeded, as in a former like case, by change, convulsion, 
or dismemberment in every part of the world, now brought by 
steam into a state of connexion and relationship so intimate as 
almost to justify our regarding its different divisions as mem- 
bers of one great body, of which none suffer without a sympathy 
running through all ? If Canada, the leader and the greatest 
of our North American Colonies, be " lost or given away," the 
strongest outwork of the British monarchy will have fallen, and 
the Crown have received a dangerous shock, if not the fore- 
warning of a greater evil to come. The American Republic 
would then occupy the rank so long held by England in the scale 
of nations, and the conquests of the East would but little repair 
or atone for moral defeat and expulsion in the West. 

I do not deem, for a moment, that Colonial dominion is to 
be retained at the point of the bayonet, or beyond that time 
when the Colonists shall have ceased to regard it as a blessing, 
and have begun to complain of it as a yoke or a curse. But I 
do fearlessly assert, that the North American Colonies, as a 
whole, are still devotedly attached to England, and feel most 
keenly the disregard too frequently displayed by those who 
should have exhibited a reciprocal affection ; that their very 
proximity to the United States aggravates and perpetuates their 
aversion to republicanism ; and that nothing but a continuation 
of unwise concessions to England*s enemies, and a neglect of 
those advantages which I have endeavoured to show are within 
our reach, can alienate the great mass of the North American 
Royalists from the mother country. This I do maintain ; and 
this, if truly maintained, justifies me in regarding Colonization 
as a political, no less than an economical and philanthropic 
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